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Publisher | Uitgewer
The Nongqai is compiled by
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on ISSUU.
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RSA. He is passionate about
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holds a MA Degree in National Strategic Studies.
Any opinions expressed by
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Aim | Doel
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record our national security
history for publication in the
Nongqai for future generations.

Ons doel is om die nasionale
veiligheidsgeskiedenis in die
Nongqai aan te teken en so
vir die nageslagte bewaar.

We publish the articles and
stories as we receive them
from our correspondents; we
only correct the spelling mistakes. It's important to publish the stories in the form
and context as we receive
them from our correspondents. Policemen and defence
personnel have their own
language and the have their
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a scientific or literary journal.
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aanteken. Ons is nie ‘n letterkundige of wetenskaplike
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met die boustene van
geskiedenis.
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Foreword by Col Logan Govender (LG)
An alumni of the Wentworth Police College
The request by Brigadier HB Heymans to compile
the Foreword for SPECIAL NONGQAI: CAPTAIN
GOVINDSAMY REDDY – AN OFFICER AND A
GENTLEMAN: LEGEND OF SA POLICE INDIAN
TRAINING DEPOT, WENTWORTH. has humbled
me.
However, I am indeed proud to be associated in
recording the Police Career of the Late Captain
Govindsamy Reddy. He was a prominent and still
highly spoken of in Police Circles. He joined the
South African Police in 1953. He was posted to the
Clairwood Police Station in Sidar Road. The station was shut down and one at Montclair was
opened, which still stands to this day, I am told. He
hailed from Umzinto, a town on the South Coast of
Kwa-Zulu Natal. It is reported that he was an agile
goalkeeper in his early life.
After his promotion to the rank of Sergeant presumably in the very early 1960's, he was invited to
the SA Police, Indian Training Depot in Wentworth.
An achievement in those days and still is. Another
legendary Indian Police Officer, Colonel S Pillai
was also only promoted to this rank in 1960.
It seems he was sought after for his in-depth
knowledge, understanding and application of the
Country's Laws. Therefore, the Station Commander (as it was known in those days) either was Warrant Officer Odin Moorcroft or Sergeant HL
Schourie utilized him to tutor recruits in the various
laws of the Country. I have heard erstwhile recruits
speak of him reciting legislation off by heart and
his immense ability and eloquence to apply and
explain same to young boys in a simpler manner.
He was regarded as a mentor and an icon
amongst all not only those that served under his
tutelage.
Our dear Captain also played an integral role in
physical training, wrestling and soccer. In 1977
Colonel S Pillai assumed command of the College.
He introduced wrestling into the curriculum. He
was the first Indian Commanding Officer, an avid

participant in the sport and a boxing and swimming
enthusiast.
Reddy was Commissioned in 1980 and hastily dispatched to Inanda. A hot spot for unrest, public violence and destruction of property and loss of life.
Reddy rose up to the challenge and embarked on
an intensive effort to stabilise the area and restore
law and order and peace.
He embarked upon intense dialogue and brought
the warring factions to the table for negotiations. At
that time the Shembe congregation were in turmoil
regarding the choice of leadership, he was called
in to intervene. The dispute was however, years
later decided in the Pietermaritzburg High Court.
Reddy with much hard work, agility and acumen
was able to broker peace to the warring factions.
Rumours of a similar situation was developing in
the Stanger area and this saw him hastily deployed there. In the short time he was there he
skilfully brought the marauding parties and community leaders to the negotiating table for dialogue.
Gang warfare, violence and serious crime was on
the rapid increase at Wentworth, a suburb within
the area of the Training College, Wentworth. Taxi
Violence also erupted Reddy, as the peace maker
was also dispatched to the area to stabilise and
restore peace and law and order. His Branch
Commander, Lieutenant Udhal Singh and head of
Reservists, Lieutenant Marriah hastened to restore
peace, stability and calm to the area where residents couldn't step out their homes. Reddy was
lauded by both Senior Officers and Community
Leaders alike for his valiant efforts in the crisis.
Reddy was no newcomer to this situation and his
steadfastness, vast experience and acumen, saw
many a gangster convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for up to 10 years for Public Violence.
Public Violence over the years was not an easy
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task to prove in a Court of Law, due to the lack of
evidence amongst community members for fear
reprisals. However, he seemed to have achieved a
good measure of success. For his efforts he was
promoted to the rank of Captain and appointed
Station Commander.

vindsamy Reddy". Reddy was honoured for his
sterling efforts at the SA Police, Training College,
Wentworth and his magnanimous efforts in restoring peace in the areas of Inanda, Stanger and
Wentworth.
In his retirement he was an active campaigner for
relief for the needy and the poor from the Department of Social Welfare and Pensions.

He retired with 35 years of loyal, faithful and meritorious service to the South African Police and in
the various communities of the country.

He has sadly passed on.

The Commanding Officer of Chatsworth College,
Lieutenant-Colonel R Munsamy honoured Reddy by naming their parade ground: "Captain Go-

Logan Govender

Brigadier Heymans
Sir
CAPTAIN GOVINDSAMY REDDY – AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN : LEGEND OF SA
POLICE INDIAN TRAINING DEPOT, WENTWORTH
Compiled by Mr RG Reddy, former Principal of
Windsor Secondary School, Ladysmith (KZN)
(1994-2006) and brother of the late Captain Govindsamy Reddy. Edited, set out and submitted by
Colonel Logan Govender.

A legend in his own right. I salute you, Sir.

Within the rarified atmosphere of the echelons of
the South African Police one individual stands out
for his exemplary service and conscientious endeavour to improve the lives of Indian policemen
and women. His legacy remains steadfast, and he
is still fondly remembered by those recruits to the
force, years after they moved on from the hallowed grounds of the Wentworth Police Training
Depot. Captain Govindsamy Reddy, often called
"Sarge", remains a humble and dedicated memory
to all those who passed through his hands. Together with Morgan Chetty (late Lieutenant General, Deputy National Commissioner, Head Office,
Pretoria), DJ Lamech (late Captain, Second in
Command, South African Police, Indian Training
Depot later Wentworth College), they became the
trailblazers within the SAP.

Photograph 2: Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty
(late)
Photograph 3: Captain DJ Lamech (late)
Photograph 1: Photograph of Govindsamy Reddy
as a Sergeant.

After matriculating at Umzinto Secondary School
on the South Coast, he enlisted into the South Af(Vervolg op bladsy 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

rican Police (SAP). His first appointment was to
the Clairwood Station in Sirdar Road on 6 August
1953, and he endeared himself to the community,
and they recall him patrolling Archary, Dayal,
Houghton, Teakwood and South Coast Roads on
his bicycle. He was respected and admired by
both residents and businesses alike, particularly
the owners of Falcon Motors, Coastal Bus Service,
Rani Theatre, Ideals and Selfast to name a few.
He was promoted to Sergeant First Class, and
was invited to serve as a Law Lecturer at South
African Police Indian Training Depot, Wentworth.
(LG - The date of Captain Govindsamy Reddy's
appointment to the South African Police, Indian Training Depot, Wentworth is unknown.
However, it appears that he was not there in
1961 not sure about 1962. But in 1963, confirmed the first Platoon/Troop Photograph
where Captain is featured , Morgan Chetty (late
Lieutenant General was a recruit and the
Troop Leader. It is also evident that Govindsamy became the first Indian lecturer at
the Depot. An achievement for an Indian member to be appointed as a Law Lecturer in the
60's. Previously training staff were either White
or African members. It is reported that the two
stalwart officers of the Training Depot / College, General Chetty and Captain Lamech were
in training in the same year.)

Photograph 5
Troop 1, 1962, first Platoon/Troop photograph
where Reddy is featured as a Sergeant.
Members identified in this photograph are as follows: Front row seated (L-R) - 2nd - Dewnund Maharaj (former Mountain Rise - late); 5th - Sergeant
MV Kumalo; Troop Sergeant ; 6th Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy; 7th - Morgan Chetty (Troop
Leader).
1st from right - Krishnasamy Naidu (former Mountain Rise).

Photograph 4 (Heymans Archive)
Group photograph depicting of the various classes
of Sergeants. Taken in 1964. Govindsamy was
one of the few that was 1st class Sergeant in the
60's.

(Continued on page 7)
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Photograph 6
Detective Warrant Officer DL Maharaj

Photograph 7
Sergeant Krishnasamy Naidu.

Photograph 8
Staff Photograph South African Police, Indian
Training Depot, Wentworth August 1965.
Front row - L-R - Sergeant HL Schourie (Station
Commander, SA Police, Indian Training Depot,
Wentworth.); Lieutenant-Colonel WA Griffiths
(District Commandant, Durban South District);
Lance Sergeant DW Reiners (PT & Drill Supervisor).
Rear standing- L-R - Lance Sergeant DJ Lamech
(Drill Instructor); Indian Senior Sergeant Govindsamy (Law Instructor); Lance Sergeant M
Chetty (Law & PT Instructor).

Photograph 9
Platoon (undisclosed number) Photograph August,
1965.
Front row - L-R - Lance Sergeant DJ Lamech (Drill
Instructor); Indian Sergeant Govindsamy (Law Instructor); Sergeant HL Schourie (Station Commander); Lieutenant-Colonel WA Griffiths (District
Commandant, Durban South District); Lance Sergeant DW Reiners (PT, Drill Supervisor); Lance
Sergeant M Chetty (Law & PT Instructor).
(LG-Fourth row - L-R - appears to be Constable
DS Maharaj (late Lieutenant General, First SA
Police, Indian Provincial Commissioner, Gauteng (Johannesburg). He joined the SAP in
1964.)

Photograph 10
Platoon Photograph 7 -1966.
Second row - L-R - Lance Sergeants DJ Lamech
(Troop Sergeant, Drill Instructor); DW Reiners (PT
& Drill Instructor); Major TM Bischoff (District Commandant, Durban South District); Sergeant HL
Schourie (Station Commander); Indian Senior Sergeant Govindsamy (Law Instructor); Lance Ser-
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geant M Chetty (PT & Law Instructor).
Govindsamy received The South Africa Medal for
Faithful Service in 1971.

Photograph 12
Group Photograph with recruits of Troop 15/1971

Image 1
Certificate of Award
The South African Police Medal for Faithful Service (18 years) for Long Service and Exemplary
Conduct dated 6th August 1971.

Photograph 13
Group Photograph of presumably Sergeants, during a Commander's Course further information
Unknown. (LG - I identified Bob Sewpersad 4th row 6th from right (Captain - first Indian
Station Commander, KwaZulu Natal Midlands
(Natal Midlands), SA Police Mountain Rise,
Pietermaritzburg) and Aaron Bernard Pillay 2nd row 6th from right (Lieutenant-Colonellate) First Indian Head of Spiritual & Pastoral
Services, KwaZulu Natal Midlands (Natal Midlands Division) from Pietermaritzburg, others
are unknown.)
Photograph 11
Photograph of - A – Soccer Team Platoon 16, October 1971.
Front row - L-R - Indian Sergeant M Chetty; 3rd,
MA Raman (late, Detective Warrant Officer, Detective (CID) Pietermaritzburg Central (Loop
Street)); 5th Indian Sergeant Govindsamy.
Rear row standing - L-R - 5th, Indian Sergeant DJ
Lamech.

(Continued on page 9)
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parently dissatisfied by the manner that Govindsamy had treated him. Schourie told him
that Govindsamy was one of his best men and
the Training Depot and Recruits alike would be
greatly disadvantaged if Govindsamy was unfairly transferred as a result and asked him to
speak truthfully about the incident as there
were suspicions that the allegation was false
and devoid of any truth. Haffajee made a statement according to what he witnessed. The allegations were eventually dismissed as false
and unfounded. (LG - I am personally aware of
many incidents where false allegations were
levelled at good and dedicated members/
officers. As a result they were transferred out
to their disadvantage and that of other members and communities. These incidents were
contentious and unfortunate."

(Continued from page 8)

Photograph 14
Platoon Photograph, Platoon 21 - July 1974 / June
1975.
Training Staff. Front row - R-L - Indian Senior Sergeant DJ Lamech (Drill Instructor & Troop Sergeant); Constable; Sergeant DW Reiners;
(Musketry Instructor); Captain HL Schourie
(Officer in Charge); Indian Warrant Officer M Chetty (PT & Law Instructor); Constable; Indian Sergeant Govindsamy.

Photograph 16
Photograph of Drill rehearsal on the SA Police,
Indian Training Depot Wentworth grounds, D J
Lamech (late Captain), leading the Troop.

Photograph 15
Lieutenant-Colonel Yusuf "Pipes" Haffajee.
"Lieutenant-Colonel Yusuf Haffajee, Troop
1975. He recalls that Captain HL Schourie,
Commanding Officer, summoned him to
office and informed him that a recruit was

22,
the
his
ap-

Photograph17
Presumably a Troop Photograph, further infor-
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mation unknown.
Front seated - L-R - Sergeants Govindsamy; DJ
Lamech; DW Reiners; M Chetty.

Photograph 19
Amateur Wrestling Team.
Front row seated, from L-R - Ramsaroop (Major
General); Captain Govindsamy Reddy; Lieutenant
Reddy; Captain Rajoo Ellapan.
Rear row standing, L-R - J Moodley; unknown
member from Pietermaritzburg; Morris Moodley
(Brigadier); VA Govender.

Photograph 18
Photograph of Training Staff, South African Police, Indian Training Depot, Wentworth. Date is
unknown.
Front row - Captain HL Schourie; Sergeant DW
Reiners
Rear row standing- Indian Sergeant Govindsamy; ? ; M Chetty; ?; DJ Lamech.
The date that this photograph was taken and
ranks of some of the members is unknown.
"Lieutenant-Colonel Yusuf Haffajee, Troop 22,
1975 Colonel Yusuf "Pipes" Haffajee-In March
1975, Warrant Officer Morgan Chetty attended
a Candidate Officer's Course. He returned
without being promoted. However, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant shortly before
the passing out parade and he was the Parade
Commander. DJ Lamech was a Warrant Officer."

Photograph 20
Brigadier Morris Moodley.
Insert
Brigadier Morris Moodley
"The undermentioned information supplied by
Moodley. In 1976, we were the first Indian police
team that wrestled with international-police members. I was knocked out in the semi-finals. The
tournament was held at a gymnasium in Milner
Park, Johannesburg. Front row seated, from L-R Ramsaroop (Major General); Captain Govindsamy Reddy; Reddy; Captain Rajoo Ellapan.
Rear row standing, L-R - J Moodley; unknown
member from Pietermaritzburg; Morris Moodley
(Brigadier); VA Govender.

(Continued on page 11)
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Championships.
21; 22; 23 August 1976.
Cover of the programme. Courtesy Captain Rajoo
Ellapan.

(Continued from page 10)

Photograph 21
Captain Rajoo Ellapen
Insert
Captain Rajoo Ellapan
"Amateur wrestling began with troops 21 and 22 in
1974 at Wentworth Training Depot. I used to train
the students every Wednesday. In 1975 a team
was selected to participate in amateur wrestling in
Pretoria.
The tournament took place on the
21,22,23 August 1974 at Milner Park, Johannesburg."

Image 3
The South African Amateur Wrestling Union. Image courtesy of Captain Rajoo Ellapan.
Front row seated from - L-R - Captain Rajoo Ellappan (Trainer & Coach); Colonel S Pillai
(Chairman); Norman.
Rear row standing from - L-R - Brigadier Tod
Nundall; General Kanna Naidoo; Naicker;
Moodley; Kalideen; Bhailall; General Kripal Ramsaroop.

Photograph 22
Photograph presumably with recently graduated
members.
Front row - Recruits Unknown.
Rear row standing - L-R - Sergeants DJ Lamech;
Govindsamy and M Chetty.

Image 2
Trek's First

Multinational

Amateur

Wrestling
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Photograph 25
Another Photograph of Sergeant Govindsamy
Reddy with recruits in the lecture room.

(Continued from page 11)

Photograph 23
Photograph of Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy with
recruits in the lecture Hall. Further details are unknown.
Photograph 26
Photograph of Captain Kerc Pillay.
(LG -"Captain Kerc Pillay, Troop 29, November
1978 to May 1979 (presently an Attorney in Pietermaritzburg) recalls Law Lecturer, Warrant
Officer Govindsamy Reddy. He was an astute
judge of character. He had the ability to tell recruits at the College beforehand what will become of them once they passed out of the
Training Depot, such as who will become senior officers and those that will unfortunately
fall by the wayside.")

Photograph 24
Photograph of Soccer Team. Further details are
unknown.
Front row seated - L-R - 1st Sergeant M Chetty;
5th Sergeant Govindsamy.
Rear standing - L-R - 5th Sergeant DJ Lamech.

It was at the Depot that he excelled through his
knowledge of the law and as a disciplinarian without peer. He remembered each recruit by name
and their place of origin and he provided pastoral
care to those who had difficulty in managing the
transition from civilian life to that of a policeman.
From his home in Merebank, he made unscheduled visits to the College during weekends, at
night and even over the festive season. A footballing goalkeeper in his youth, he stressed the
importance of physical training, wrestling and integrated sports to the whole-round development of a
policeman.
His rapport with the trainees or recruits as they
were called was universal. Some police officers
speak of him as a task master and a disciplinarian
and believed that these were the tools that defined
policemen for dedication, integrity and loyalty to
the community they served. Others speak of him
with pride for his in-depth understanding of the
law, its practices and implementation. Even others
who visited him during his retirement, thanked him
(Continued on page 13)
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LIEUTENANT GENERALS
1. Morgan Chetty;
for his confidence in them and the ability to trans- 2. Sharma Maharaj;
form even ordinary members with a sense of pur- 3. Maggs Naidoo;
pose and the need to be selfless and to deliver beyond the call of duty. One said that he became a MAJOR GENERALS
recruit and within a week he wanted to return home 1. Bob Naidoo;
but `Sarge’ instilled in him a steely resilience that 2. Ramsaroop;
guided him throughout life - `I went from a weakling 3. Danny Pillay;
to a robust and confident officer.’
His hard work and dedication saw him promoted to BRIGADIERS
Commissioned rank, Lieutenant.
1. Chris Thaver;
He was commissioned by the State President in 2. Hari Badul;
December 1979.
3. Anesh Haripersad;
4. Bala Naidoo;
5. Morgan Naicker;
(Continued from page 12)

The above list of names is a commendable feat for
anyone indeed. We Salute you, Sir! Unfortunately,
we unable to record the many others as we don't
have the information. (LG - Readers are urged to
include the others. Thank you.)
During the 80's he was transferred to Inanda as a
Station Commander. Inanda was a volatile area
and even the most decorated police members were
reluctant to be posted there.

Image 4
Copy of Commission signed by Minister of Police,
The Honourable Louis le Grange dated 26th August 1980.
In 1980 he left the College on promotion to Lieutenant, Commissioned rank. A large number of his
former recruits/students understudy to him attained
senior ranks in the SAP. His tutelage of Law Subjects from the 60 's to the 80's is a commendable
achievement considering Law is an involved and
intricate subject. The elucidation thereof would require much study, experience and its application. He had the honour of tutoring and mentoring
them. The undermentioned Officers were tutored Image 5
by him during their basic training at Wentworth.
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Statement of Captain Reddy.
Transcript
Statement of Govindsamy Reddy.
"States:
I am a Lieutenant in the S.A. Police stationed at
Inanda where I am the Station Commander.
On the 13 December 1982 Putco bus company
increased their fares on their bus service. This
precipitated an outbreak of unrest which resulted
in an escalation of violence. The epicentre of the
attack was concentrated on the main road leading
to lnanda where both buses and private owned
vehicles were stoned.
The residence of Indian male E Khan is situated
close to the trouble-torn area, and became target
for unruly mobs who were primarily concerned
with the opportunity of looting and plundering. As
the stoning of the buses continued, three groups
of unknown Blacks wandered about. One group of
Blacks entered the yard of E Khan. They were
armed with knives and their intentions were obvious. In fact, Khan had building materials, goats,
sheep and other items in the yard.
At about 09:00 I received a phone call from Khan
at the charge office. He appealed for protection
against the marauding Blacks. A group of task
force members were despatched to the scene,
but on their arrival the Blacks disappeared. At
11:00 the same day Khan telephoned the station
again and complained that blacks were throwing
stones at his house. A van was quickly sent, but
again the blacks dispersed on its arrival.

the situation and threatened the life and property
of Khan. Incidentally, it must also be noted that
Khan lives in an area which has a long history of
shooting (shooting incidents at the Shembe's settlement). Furthermore, all incoming calls at the
Station were monitored by myself personally on
the day in question, since all the members were
deployed to combat the increasing violence.
INANDA
1983-01-21
Signed G REDDY
Lieutenant "

Image 6
Certificate of Award
He was awarded The South African Police Star of
Merit on 6th August 1983.
For 30 years of Faithful Service and Exemplary
Conduct dated 6th August 1983.

At 14:00 Khan telephoned the station again and
asked to speak to me. He was desperate and declared that a group of blacks, numbering well over
25 had forcibly opened his gate and adopted an
aggressive and threatening attitude. They proceeded to loot a delivery van which was parked
in his yard and some of them shouted that they
intended to burn the house down. Considering the
urgency of the matter, I drew his attention to the
Criminal Procedure Act and since he was a licenced owner of a firearm, I suggested he produce his firearm and accost the trespassers. He
should fire a warning shot into the air as a deterrent. Khan complied with the suggestion and fired
two shots into the ground. The mob fled.
No one was injured at that time and neither did
anyone indicate that there was an accident. Furthermore, if there had been a problem, there is no
doubt that Khan would have informed me or the
police that attended to his complaint. It is evident
that the group of Blacks had taken advantage of
NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 11C SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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Memorandum Gratitude
over
Police Service
5th
April 1985
Inanda.
Gratitude
over organised Police
Service,
Inanda.
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Transcript
"BEFORE THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE In the matter of gratitude over Organised Police Security at Inanda.
"TO:
•
THE COMMISSIONER OF THE POLICE –
PRETORIA
•
THE DISTRICT COMMANDANT - SOUTH
AFRICAN POLICE - DURBAN NORTH
•
THE STATION COMMANDER: SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE – INANDA
SIRS,
MAY IT NOT TRESPASS UPON YOUR KINDNESS to note that the one RADCLIFFE CALUZA
of Inanda was very much impressed with services
of the Station Commander - Inanda working in
close co-operation with Warrant Officer Ngcobo
when strong security measures had been taken
over the past Christmas season and what was
done by the Police on Thursday night when particularly all bus stops were patrolled by members of
the uniform staff, this gave the impression that
there had not been any security minded station
commander Inanda had ever prior to MR G REDDY as what has transpired deserves being recommended indeed.
It may also be placed on record that both these
gentlemen namely MR REDDY and MR NGCOBO
had forsaken their sleep at night just to see to that
the Police Station and peace carried on smoothly
and the writer remembers seeing the car of the
Station Commander one morning at about 02.15
hours going slowly just to see whether there had
been criminals at the African Congregational
Church bus stop and this proves that residents are
in quite secured hands.
MAY GOD BLESS SUCH GOOD SERVICE EVER
MORE.

Lieutenant Reddy made an immediate impact by
calling for community consultation. He urged the
SAP leadership for additional resources including
patrol vehicles, creating a Community Service
Centre and additional members to cover a huge
area. He was invited by the Shembe Church to
mediate in the leadership dispute, and despite the
matter going to court, the congregants looked to
him for guidance and mediation. His hands-on approach and consultative style won him plaudits as
peace was restored to the area.
It appears that he was transferred to Stanger in
1986 as Station Commander. His first duty as Station Commander at the Stanger SAP station was
to win the community over and change their perception of the police service. The first policeman
of colour in Stanger, Lieutenant Reddy, was a
beacon of hope to the beleaguered community as
his open-door policy, consultative approach and
personal visits to businesses and industries was
welcomed. However, his stay in the North Coast
town was short-lived as the opportunity to serve
Wentworth and return home to Merebank were
compelling. He had left his wife and five schoolgoing children at home while promotion beckoned
elsewhere.
It appears that he was transferred to Wentworth
as Acting Station Commander in 1987.
In 1987 national newspapers hailed the appointment of `three Gang Busters’ to the crime ridden
Wentworth SAP Station. Captain Reddy was appointed Station Commander, Lieutenant Udal
Singh as Branch Commander and Lieutenant Marriah Naidoo received honorary status for not only
founding the Reservist Force in Merebank but for
his 27 years of voluntary service. Commendations
from SAP senior officials as well as critical acclaim
from community leaders was duly noted as there
was massive drop in murders, burglaries, assaults, thefts and general crime.

DATED AT DURBAN, Natal this 5th day of APRIL,
1985
Special Note: That if the investigating Officer in
the matter of the State vs. CALUZA MTHUMENI
DLADLA regarding that firearm that it would be
found from his caretaker that he told his caretaker
that the firearm was removed from Inanda after he
had been tipped by a certain member of the force
about complaint made regarding such firearm."
The bus riots, seething unrest that was prevalent
throughout the country, and the Shembe leadership dispute were unravelling at such speed that
NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 11C SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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Image 8
Media
clipping
"Three Gang Busters"
Transcript
"Community leader,
Gerald Ferror from
the Wentworth Ratepayers Association,
was joined by LAC
member Hector Henry and Arthur Poultney of the People’s
Congress Party credited Captain Reddy
and his team for their
yeoman efforts to reduce crime. The introduction of foot patrols was a major factor in reaching out to
the community.
Of particular significance was the work against
criminal gangs such as ITB (Italian Town Boys),
Woodstock Vultures, Hime Street Flat Rats, the
Trucks, the 88’s, the Weekend Spoilers, CDK
(Crown Dallas Kanteen, TDK (Terrible Dusheen
Kids), the Drain Rats, Destroyers, F Section and
the Heartbreakers and the manner in which they
were dismantled. Peace was restored and community took ownership of the flats and the
streets."
Image 9
Media clipping "Three 'Gang Busters' Promoted”. Post, August 26-29, 1987
By Bobby Harrypersadh
Caption to the photograph: "CAPTAIN Reddy (left)
and Lieutenant Udhal Singh who have been appointed station commander and detective branch
commander of the Wentworth Police Station."
Transcript
"Three Durban Policemen - Captain Govindsamy
Reddy, Lieutenant Udhal Singh and Lieutenant
Marriah Naidoo - are gaining a "gang busters" reputation in crime-ridden Wentworth - and all three
have been promoted.
Captain Reddy, 56, becomes new Station Commander at Wentworth and Lt Singh, 46, takes over
as the branch commander at the same police station.

Lt Naidoo, 52, a founder of the police reservist’s
unit at Wentworth, has been given honorary status
because of his 27 years of voluntary service.
The trio have been working to "clean up" crime in
Wentworth and have been credited by community
leaders for the dramatic drop in murders, burglaries, thefts, robberies and assaults.
Both Captain Reddy and Lieutenant Singh have
come in for high praise not only from their superiors but also leading members of the Wentworth
community.
During their clean-up operation they came into
contact with gangs such as:
ITB (Italian Town Boys; Woodstock Vultures;
Hime Street Flat Cats; The Trucks; The 88's; The
Week-end; CDK (Crown Dallas Kanteen); TDK
(The Drain Rats); Destroyers; F Section and The
Heart Breakers.
Captain Reddy and Lt Singh said four of the
gangs were smashed recently. These included F
Section, some of whom got up to seven years for
public violence, and The Trucks, some of whom
were sentenced to between 12- and 17-years imprisonment.
Members of the Drain Rats got three, four, five
and eight years in jail, and three members of The
Destroyers gang were convicted and were sentenced to four, 10- and 12-years imprisonment.
Community Leader, Gerald Ferror, chairman at
the Wentworth Ratepayers and Burgesses Association said: "Ever since Captain Reddy took over
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during the Festive Season.

(Continued from page 16)

as acting station commander 18 months ago there
has been a decrease in the crime rate in the area."
"Men, women and children could not leave their
doors after dark for fear of being attacked. But
now we can say that peace and calm has beenrestored here," he said.
Other community leaders LAC member Hector
Henry and Arthur Poultey, chairman of the People's Congress Party, also agreed that crime had
dropped in the area."

Image 10
Petition Wentworth Residents.
Media clipping.
"54c Reiger Road
Wentworth
Durban
4052

Sir, the Wentworth S.A.P. are making a tremendous effort of preventing crime in the area. We
would like to thank Captain Reddy for introducing
foot Patrol in the area. We appreciate the effort he
has made.
Thanking You
Wentworth Clinic Park Committee
CHAIRMAN
R. GREEN"

Image 11
Letter of commendation from The United Democratic Party of South Africa.
Transcript
"The United Democratic Party of South Africa
(UDP)

5 January 1987

PHONE NO 481663 & 487777

The District Commandant
Sir
We the Community and Committee Members of
Clinic PHFK Wentworth wish to thank you and
Captain Reddy for the safety of our Community

P.O. BOX 14131
AUSTERVILLE
4052
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4th February I988
DIVISIONAL COMMISSIONER OF POLICE
PRIVATE BAG
PRETORIA
POLICE PROTECTION AT THE CONGRESS OF
THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SOUTH
AFRICA
Please allow me to express on behalf of my Party
our sincere thanks for the services provided by the
South African Police, Wentworth Branch, under
Captain Reddy during our Provincial Congress
held on the 23 rd January 1988.
Captain Reddy, we would like state that he and his
men, not only went out of their way to be present
at all times: but also carried themselves with the
greatest integrity and pride. They not only acted as
policemen but also as Public Relations Officers.
Captain Reddy went out of his way to meet with all
the dignitaries and mingle with the people, thus we
have the greatest admiration for him.
It is people of this calibre that helps to build
healthy relations between the police and the people.
I am sure that Captain Reddy will be emulated by
many others in your force throughout the country.
Thanking you
Most Respectably
Mr A. Paultney
(SEC)"

Image 12
Media clipping
Captain Reddy speaks to new Taxi Association
Transcript
Captain Reddy speaks to new Taxi Association
“The Auswent Taxi Association is now on the road
and has been submitted to the Durban City Police.
All that it now awaits is the special rank to be allocated where commuters to and from Austerville
can be picked up or dropped off.

At a special meeting where the final finishing
touches to the Association were discussed, Captain G Reddy, Station Commander at Wentworth,
was the guest speaker.
He said that while people could travel by bus, train
or taxi, he felt that a taxi was a more personalized
service. It certainly was quicker, less noisy, far
more comfortable and also much more efficient.
The need for a proper taxi association was long
cherished in Austerville and its existing in the suburb now is more than welcome.
"It will fill an important part in the lives of the community,
"
he
told
his
audience.
Captain Reddy appealed to every taxi owner to
adhere to the aims and objectives of the Auswent
Taxi Association.
"As a police officer I must reiterate that the taxi
transport is a service to the community and since
human life is at stake, the onus is on the complete
road worthiness of the vehicles. No vehicle which
is not roadworthy must be used, and anyone endangering the lives of the people will be flouting
the law. It is imperative that all regulations pertaining to the trafficking code be strictly adhering to.
'I appeal for moderation and safe consciousness'
Capt. Reddy said.
Much of the credit for establishing the Auswent
Taxi Association must go to Mr M Fynn who is a
member of the LAC and who worked hard to unite
the taxi owners.”
On 30 September 1988, Captain Reddy went on
pension with a decorated service punctuated with
accolades and acknowledgements from colleagues, friends and communities.
He is credited for pioneering and motivating for the
construction of Chatsworth Police College in Moorton in Chatsworth, and was honoured with the
naming of the Captain G Reddy Parade Field for
posterity at the SA Police College in 1991. Commissioner of Police General Johan van der Merwe
officially lauded retired Captain Reddy at the official opening.
In later years, two of his daughters joined the Police, Constable Mala Reddy, KZN Provincial Head
Office Human Resources was sent to New York to
study Community Relations; Nisha Reddy was an
Administrative Assistant at the KZN Provincial
Head Office SAPS, and a daughter and eldest son
joined the teaching profession while the remaining
son was part of the Research Team at the Medical
Research Institute. He devoted his retirement in
assisting members of the force in transfer matters,
motivating emerging police men and women, ac(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

cessing state grants for the elderly, community
service and his beloved Reservist Force in Merebank.

Image 14
Media clipping.
Caption
"THE Commissioner of Police, General JOHAN
VAN DER MERWE congratulates retired Captain
GOVINDSAMY REDDY, right, who pioneered the
building of the new college, now under the command
of
Lieutenant-Colonel
MUNSAMY
RUNGASAMY, left."
"POLICE COLLEGE OPENED
THE Chatsworth Police College in Durban was officially opened by the Commissioner of Police,
General Johan van der Merwe, at a banquet last
week. Streets and buildings within the college
complex have been named after high-ranking po-

Image 13
Copy of Certificate of Service, 1953-08-06 – 198809-30, 35 years signed by the Commissioner of
Police, General HG de Witt on 30th September
1988.

lice officers."
Photograph 27
Lieutenant-Colonel
Munsamy
Rungasamy
(Commanding Officer, South African Police College, Chatsworth)

(Continued on page 20)
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and fixed to the buildings for keeps. It will be remembered by all students who train at the College
from now until eternity.
Yours faithfully.
Lieutenant-Colonel
COMMANDING OFFICER: COLLEGE
R MUNSAMY"

(Continued from page 19)

With his passing in 2010, a community icon left his
family, colleagues, friends with definitive memories of a devoted public servant, humanitarian, an
enabler of justice and a professional officer who
will be remembered in the years to come.
Image 16

Image 15
Correspondence from The Commanding Officer,
SA Police, Chatsworth.
Transcript
"OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER
SAP COLLEGE, DURBAN
4030
1992-04-18
Capt. G Reddy
11 Bikaner Street
Merebank
DURBAN
4052
Dear Sir
re: NAMING OF BUILDINGS AND STREETS:
NEW S A POLICE COLLEGE, DURBAN
I have pleasure in informing you that the Parade
Field at the SA Police College, Durban situated
at 241 Moorton Drive, Chatsworth has been
named after Captain G Reddy.
If you have any objections in this regard, do
please inform this office.
The name "CAPTAIN G REDDY PARADE FIELD"
will be printed in bold illuminous letters on a board
NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 11C SPECIAL EDITION 2020

Funeral Notice / Obituary
Transcript of Funeral Notice / Obituary
“MR G REDDY RETIRED POLICE
CAPTAIN
"Passing of a community icon:
One of Merebank's outstanding community leaders and former policeman, Captain Govindsamy Reddy
(75 years old), passed away peacefully on Saturday morning at his residence at 12 Bikanar Road. Affectionately called "Sarge" by countless policemen who graduated through the
Wentworth SA Police Training College, he also served as Station Commissioner at Inanda and Wentworth. He retired from the service
after initially serving at Wentworth
SAPS Training at the Training College and as a senior police officer in
1986. He is credited with the implementation of the Reservist Force in
Merebank and Wentworth, playing a
significant role in curbing crime in
those
suburbs.
However, his greatest to the community was his unstinting devotion to the
poorest of the poor, often using his
wealth of knowledge to provide support and sustenance.
He often
opened the doors of his home to the
poor and destitute, personally took up
the cudgel of those members of the
community who were frustrated by
the slow wheel of bureaucracy. He
worked selflessly, knocking on the
doors of officialdom, until a person, or
a grant or even a transfer was successful.
A staunch disciplinarian, he is credit(Continued on page 21)
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(Continued from page 20)

ed with bringing a culture of service into the ethnic
component of the SAPS, together with National
Deputy Commissioner Morgan Chetty (late Lieutenant General) Lieutenant Lamech (late Captain)
and other dedicated officers, Reddy transformed
the Training College with an ethos of service to the
community. Police recruits remember a law Instructor who knew legislation by his fingertips, and
who was a role model to many police recruits.

and his subsequent promotion to Wentworth
SAPS Station completed his journey.
Even during his retirement, he maintained a full
diary of services to the people who came to respect and acknowledge his contributions.
The Funeral Service will take place on THURSDAY 12th October from 11 - 2pm at MTSS Hall in
Merebank, proceeding to the Mobeni Heights
Crematorium. The Reddy family would like to
thank all their relatives and friends for their support
during their time of bereavement.”
He the only Law lecturer and his heritage needs to
be celebrated and preserved at all costs.
RIP Sir, we salute you for your outstanding direct
contribution to the lives of all Indian policemen
who you tutored during the formative years of their
police career. Thank you! Logan Govender
NB
His date of birth - 10 October 1931
Passed away on - 7 October 2006.
At the request of the Family:
"Carve your name on hearts, not tombstones. A
legacy is etched into the minds of others and the
stories they share about." - Shannon L Alder

He played a significant role in defusing the leadership crisis within the Shembe movement, and was
at the helm of the station as violence brought Inanda to a standstill. His leadership and handling of
the crisis in Inanda brought him wide recognition
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Opening of the Chatsworth College
General JV van der Merwe
Opening of Chatsworth Police College: Gen JV
van der Merwe

Opening Van Chatsworth Polisiekollege: Genl
JV van der Merwe

Despite all the racial tension and conflict between
different population groups in South Africa and socalled "racism" used by politicians and activists at
will to further their personal goals, the South African Police Force worked together as a team.

Ondanks al die rassespanning en konflik tussen
verskillende bevolkingsgroepe in Suid-Afrika en
sogenaamde “rassisme” wat deur politici en
aktiviste na willekeur gebruik word om hulle
persoonlike doelstellings te bevorder, het die SuidAfrikaanse Polisiemag as ‘n span saamgewerk.

Members of the police force were generally dedicated to their task and realized that they were dependent on each other to meet all the daily challenges. We had respect for the cultures of the different population groups and consequently there
was never any racial tension and conflict in the
ranks of the police force.
The opening of the Chatsworth Police College offered Indian members the opportunity to fully live
out their culture and to distinguish them in the areas where their strengths lie. The college was well
equipped with all the equipment that required
training. The commander of the college, Lt.Col.
Rungasamy Munsamy, was a capable and experienced officer who maintained a high standard, and
the college could compete with the best in the
world.

Lede van die polisiemag was in die algemeen aan
hulle taak toegewy en het besef dat hulle van
mekaar afhanklik is om al die daaglikse uitdagings
die hoof te bied. Ons het agting vir die kulture van
die verskillende bevolkingsgroepe gehad en daar
was gevolglik nooit enige rassespanning en konflik
in die geledere van die polisiemag nie.
Die opening van die Chatsworth polisiekollege het
aan Indiërlede die geleentheid gebied om hulle
kultuur ten volle uit te lewe en hulle te onderskei
op die terreine waar hulle sterkpunte lê. Die
kollege was goed toegerus met al die toerusting
wat opleiding vereis. Die bevelvoerder van die
kollege, lt.kol. Rungasamy Munsamy, was ‘n
bekwame en ervare offisier wat ‘n hoë standaard
gehandhaaf het, en die kollege kon met die beste
in die wêreld meeding.
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Wentworth & Chatsworth: Troop
photographs
In an effort to assist us in documenting the history
of all Indian Policemen and women readers are
kindly invited to take a closer look at all of the
troop photographs in the annexure in an attempt
to identify the members featured therein.
A further request is made to readers to forward
clear copies of troop photographs in your posses-

This was a trip down memory lane!
As a young child I knew Sgt Schourie even when
he was stationed at the old Jacobs police station
when Sgt ‘Tandjies’ van der Merwe was the Station Commander there. Riaan Vorster was at
school with me and his father was the founding
commander of the Wentworth Training Depot.
In school Raymond Griffiths was in my class and
his father, Lt.Col WA Griffiths, was the District
Commandant and ex officio the commander of the
training college. Later my other friend’s father became the District Commandant—he was Lt.Col
TM Bischoff—later a Major General.
I went to the SAP College in Pretoria and was
posted to Wentworth. Here I walked beat and it
took “ages” before I became a van crew. I remember during night duty we had to make a “point” at
the training depot and that is where I met the late
Lt General Morgan Chetty, he was a L/Sergeant
when we made our point there one night. It was
during the sixties when we had to be very careful
for attacks on the police and police stations.
Later I transferred to the SAP Wentworth Police
garage right opposite the Wentworth Police Col-

sion to the Editor of Nongqai, Brigadier Hennie
Heymans
at
the
following
email
address: heymanshb@gmail.com with a copy to Logan Govender: logan10521@gmail.com
We thank you for your co-operation and assistance, herein and look for to hearing from you
shorty. I thank you in anticipated.
Yours faithfully.
Logan Govender

lege. I remember Const. Oupa Reinders very well.
He had a red Carman Ghia (Volkswagen) which
he parked on four little carpets. His car was very
neat and the engine was chromed and some parts
were painted green or red. He was a very neat
and precise policeman.
Logan
Govender
please
allow
me
to compliment you on the quality of your work and thank you for your deep interest in our Police
History. Your tireless work and research are highly
appreciated by all our readers.
Yes, we have compiled a special issue of the
Nongqai focussed on the late Captain G Reddy he deserves it! He was one of the pioneers!
Insight & reflection: We come out of a time
where there were no trade unions - only very strict
discipline. You kept your mouth shut and walked
your beat. We were all wonderful colleagues and
comrades
What these pioneers accomplished is mind boggling. When I was a WO during 1970 I remember
the first African and Indian policemen in Port Natal who were promoted to Commissioned Rank .
They had many hurdles to cross! They were outstanding officers!
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SLOT | END
Dear reader

Geagte leser

Please note that in this quasi-historical
magazine we make use of various
sources and consequently it is obvious
that the document contains various diverse and personal
opinions of different people and the author of the Nongqai
cannot be held responsible or be liable in
his personal capacity.

Vir hierdie kwasiehistoriese tydskrif maak
ons van verskeie bronne gebruik en bevat
die dokument uiteraard uiteenlopende en
diverse
persoonlike
menings
van
verskillende persone en die opsteller van
die Nongqai kan nie in sy persoonlike
hoedanigheid daarvoor verantwoordelik of
aanspreeklik gehou word nie.

© 2020 Brig. HB Heymans (SAP Ret.)
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Annexure “A”
All photographs in large format in the same sequence
Let us know if you can identify somebody. Better troop photos are required for research purposes.

Photo 5

NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 11C SPECIAL EDITION 2020

25

Photo 9
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Photo 10
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Photo 11
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Photo 12
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Photo 13

Photo 14
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Photo 15 and below 17
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Photo 19
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Photo 22 and 23
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Photos 24
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