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Publisher | Uitgewer
The Nongqai is compiled by
S.A. Police Brigadier (Ret)
Hennie Heymans (HBH) and
this e-magazine is published
on ISSUU.
Hennie lives in Pretoria,
RSA. He is passionate about
our police-, military- and national security history and
holds a MA Degree in National Strategic Studies.
Any opinions expressed by
him, are entirely his own.

Die Nongqai word saamgestel deur brigadier Hennie
Heymans (HBH) (S.A. Polisie
afgetree), en word as ‘n etydskrif op ISSUU gepubliseer.
Hennie woon in Pretoria,
RSA. Hy is passievol oor
ons polisie-, militêre- en
nasionale
veiligheidsgeskiedenis en het 'n MAGraad
in
Nasionale
Strategiese Studies verwerf.
Enige menings wat hy
uitspreek, is uitsluitlik sy eie.

Aim | Doel
Our goal is to collect and
record our national security
history for publication in the
Nongqai for future generations.

Ons doel is om die nasionale
veiligheidsgeskiedenis in die
Nongqai aan te teken en so
vir die nageslagte bewaar.

We publish the articles and
stories as we receive them
from our correspondents; we
only correct the spelling mistakes. It's important to publish the stories in the form
and context as we receive
them from our correspondents. Policemen and defence
personnel have their own
language and the have their
own sub-culture. We are not
a scientific or literary journal.
We only work with historical
building blocks.

Ons gebruik die artikels en
stories soos ons dit van ons
korrespondente ontvang; ons
maak slegs die spelfoute reg.
Dis belangrik om die stories
te bewaar in die vorm en in
die konteks soos ons dit
ontvang.
Lede van die
veiligheidsmagte het hul eie
taal en ons moet dit ook so
aanteken. Ons is nie ‘n letterkundige of wetenskaplike
joernaal nie. Ons werk slegs
met die boustene van
geskiedenis.
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Major General (Prof) Doraval Govender, DLitt et Phil, SOE, FIS (SA).
Professor in Criminal Justice Studies
University of South Africa

As a mentee of the late Colonel Subramonia Pillai,
it gives me immense pleasure to write a ‘Foreword’
on the South African Police journey of Colonel
Subramonia Pillai, who was popularly known as
one of the icons of policing in South Africa.
Writing a ‘Foreword’ for an article entitled: ‘The
legendary Colonel Subramonia Pillai: From an orphan to the highest-ranking Indian police officer in
the country’ (during the early 80’s), may sound an
easy task to most people. It is irrevocably one of
the most difficult tasks one could ever think of, because Colonel Pillai’s contribution to the South African Police and the people of South Africa is no
easy subject to write and talk about.
Colonel Subramonia Pillai was born on the 10th of
February 1927, was attested into the South African
Police at Stamford Hill on 13th July 1949. In 1954,
he married Vimla. They were the proud parents of
six children, who strived to be the best both academically and socially. His eldest son Charles was
a renowned lawyer in Chatsworth and was later
appointed as an Ombudsman in Pretoria.
In accordance with the old rank structure for nonwhite police officers, Colonel Pillai enjoyed a number of ‘Firsts’ in the uniform branch. In 1957 Colonel Subramonia Pillay was promoted to the rank of
a Sergeant. In 1964, he was appointed as a Chief
Sergeant, in 1967 to Special Grade Chief Sergeant, followed by his promotion to Lieutenant in
1970, Captain in 1974 and Major in 1977. In 1980
he was promoted to the rank of a Lieutenant Colonel.
The untimely death of Colonel Subramonia Pillai,
on 5 December, 1982, plunged the South African
Police and Indian community of Chatsworth, into
paroxysms of grief, despair and regret because of
his profile of being the first commissioned officer of
Indian origin to be appointed as Station Commander in the Republic of South Africa. The story
and history of Col Subramonia Pillai, is based on
lengthy interviews and photo-voice provided by
family, friends and colleagues. The author takes

us sensationally, though objectively and comprehensively on a journey with Colonel Pillai through
his life as a young man, husband, father, friend
and colleague.
I remember Colonel Pillai, visiting the library at the
University of Durban Westville, where I was employed, and later as my station commander and
mentor at the Chatsworth police station (wood and
iron, concrete structure – Bayview, Chatsworth).
He was an academically qualified lawyer and
spoke fluent Afrikaans, English and other indigenous and cultural languages. It was his eloquence
in Afrikaans that made him stand out as one of the
eminent leaders in the South African Police.
Colonel Subramonia Pillai, was an astute leader,
who displayed a situational leadership style, which
was always people oriented. It was through his insistence that I obtained my driver’s licence at an
early age, and continued with evening classes to
complete further qualifications, to ultimately become a full Professor at the University of South
Africa, where Colonel Subramonia Pillai is also an
Alumni. In 1977, before his departure to the South
African Police Wentworth Training College, he presented me with a signed photograph of himself in
uniform.
The life journey of Colonel Pillai, is a richly woven
biography which reads like a novel, depicting the
struggles and accolades to put his future at the
service of the present, replacing helplessness with
choice and decision. Colonel Subramonia Pillai,
the legend, hero, mentor, and coach too many, will
be remembered for years to come, both in the
minds of men and women in blue and by the community he served so diligently.
Major General (Prof) Doraval Govender, DLitt et
Phil, SOE, F.I.S (SA).
Professor in Criminal Justice Studies
University of South Africa
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THE LEGENDARY COLONEL SUBRAMONIA PILLAI: FROM AN ORPHAN
TO THE HIGHEST-RANKING INDIAN POLICE OFFICER IN THE COUNTRY
Logan Govender
SUMARY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS IN THE
LIFE AND TIMES OF COLONEL S PILLAI

ing on 5th December 1982, only 2 months before
he celebrated his 55th birthday.

Born Overport - 10/02/1927

(HBH: The very first two Indian Commissioned Officers, Lt. Pillai and Lt Nayager both died while still
relatively young. I worked with Lt Nayager and
knew Lt Pillai – both were General-material, even
back in 1970!)

Attested into SAP at Stamford Hill - 13/07/1949
Married Vimla – 1954
Sergeant – 1957
Senior Sergeant - 1960 Stamford Hill, Overport
Chief Sergeant - 1964 Bellair Road Police Station
Appointed Station Commander Chatsworth 18/09/1965
Special Grade Chief Sergeant - 1/09/1967 Chatsworth
Lieutenant - 1970
Captain – 1974
Major - 1/04/1977
Commanding Officer- 1/10/1977
Lieutenant-Colonel - 1/04/1980
Years of Service – 33 years
Passed away - 5/12/1982 at age 55 years

Colonel Subramonia Pillai chartered a course for
Indian Police members that set the arena for the
first Indian Police General in South Africa. However, fate denied him the privilege of being the first.
The honour was bestowed upon his second in
Command at the Wentworth Police Indian Training
College, Major Morgan Chetty (Lieutenant General), who succeeded him after his untimely pass-

Photograph 1
Colonel Subramonia Pillai in uniform.
The original black and white photograph courtesy
of Brigadier Natty (NG) Govender. Colourised
photo courtesy Mrs Jennifer Bosch.
It was a sad day for thousands of Indian South Africans, as the news of his passing on, filtered
through the masses as he was a prominent member of the Indian Community, particularly at Chats-
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worth. He was constantly in the public spotlight in
the media through his numerous outstanding
achievements. In 1991/92 Morgan Chetty was
appointed the first Indian Police General in South
Africa. Chetty was also later appointed to the position of one of the Chief Deputy National Commissioner of SAPS, Head Office, Pretoria.
(Logan Govender (LG) - Major Generals John M
Manuel - first Coloured and Zolisa Lavisa - first
Black, were the other appointments. I worked at
Soweto West District, where Manual served as the
Assistant District Commandant with the rank of
Colonel, alongside Soweto West District Commandant in 1990, Brigadier Blom (formerly of SAP Dog
School, Pretoria.) (Brigadier Hennie Heymans will
I am sure providing more insight into this).

Photograph 4
Captain Govindsamy Reddy (late)
Courtesy of the Reddy family

Photograph 2
The first Indian Police General, Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty (late) former Chief Deputy
Commissioner of SA Police in South Africa. Courtesy Brigadier (f) I Chetty.

Pillai however, holds the record for a number of
successive “FIRSTS” for Indian Policemen in this
country:
He was appointed one of the FIRST Indian
Chief Sergeants, later he was appointed
one of the FIRST Indian Special Grade
Chief Sergeants,
(LG - the other was K Nayager and Rajgopaul. There were others too, however precise details are unknown. In Pietermaritzburg JR David,
SAP Mountain Rise was one of them.)

Photograph 3
Captain DJ Lamech (late - Captain)
Courtesy Lamech family.
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Photograph 5
Indian Special
Grade
Chief
Sergeant JR David
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The FIRST Indian Station Commander of
Chatsworth,
The FIRST Indian Commanding Officer of the
Wentworth Police Indian Training College
and promoted as one of the FIRST Indian
Colonels.
He enjoyed another FIRST with the intake of
the FIRST Indian female members into the
SAP, who underwent their basic police
training under his command and finally,
a FIRST law graduate in the Police. (Details of
this will be revealed later on.) A commendable achievement and a record for the 1970’s
and early 80’s. He made history in the
South African Police.
Later it became known that it was Pillai who
mooted for the establishment of the FIRST
Indian Police Orchestra, that operated from
The Wentworth Police Indian College.
Most recently I learnt that he was tasked with
relocation of the old Police College to their
new premises in Chatsworth.
A Police Orchestrate is a military-style band operated or sponsored by a police force. Police bands
provide ceremonial support for civic events, and
perform at police observances such as funerals
and Police Passing Out Parades. Most police orchestras consist exclusively of professional police
officers. Like military bands, their repertoire is
mostly composed of ceremonial marching music
and honours music (national anthems and public
displays). However, the South Africa Police Indian
Orchestra Wentworth was just not a ceremonial
Police Band and later it became transformed into
an accomplished Dance Orchestra that performed
at official and other functions throughout South Africa and became very popular amongst members
of the Indian Community for their Latin American
repertoire. The Conductor of the Wentworth Police
College Orchestra was Captain Albert Scott.
(Photograph 6
London, UK: Peter Gillatt, Albert Scott and Andrew

Capt Albert Scott was one of my friends who was
attached to the SA Police Band in Pretoria. We
enjoyed many a drink in the MOTH club in Pretoria. Even when he was stationed at Wentworth we kept in touch. The Nongqai had an
article on Albert who relocated to the UK and
was housed in the Chelsea Home for old soldiers - HBH)
Photograph 7
Captain Seelan Pillay
the Drum Major of the
orchestra.
Courtesy Captain Pillay
Captain Seelan Pillay
joined the SAP in 1981
at Tongaat. He underwent his basic training
at Wentworth Police Indian Training College,
the same year and was
in Troop 33. It was the
first time that the intake
consisted of two troops,
Troop 33 and 34 consisted of 72 students under the Command of Colonel S Pillai.
Pillay confirms that it was Pillai who initiated the
first Wentworth Police Indian Training College Orchestra. Eleven members from this intake were
selected to participate. Pillay being the most senior
was promoted to the rank of Lance Sergeant and
was nominated to head the group.
He recalls shortly afterwards Warrant Officer ER
Van Gass from the Pretoria Orchestra was drafted
in as the leader; Warrant Officer Albert Scott replaced him.
A lack of interest amongst SAP members compelled them to enlist the services of suitably qualified civilians.
Image 1 (see next page)
Courtesy Sergeant Keal and Servamus
Transcript
"Andante! Andante!
by Sergt. Keal

Williams. All ex-SAP celebrate 100 Years of SAP.

I first heard the sound of music of the Wentworth
Police Orchestra at a passing-out in 1985. At that
stage the orchestra was still fairly new in existence, but recently when I had the privilege of seeing them perform again, I was astounded. The
Wentworth Police Orchestra is an absolute treat,
and surpasses the average military orchestra of
South Africa by far. This is indeed quite remarka-
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ble particularly when one considers the fact that it
can take up to 5 years to develop into a professional musician.

Look out for them! They're brand new and also on
an unobstacled path to the heights of success.
The Wentworth Police Orchestra- professional in
both military and dance music."

Perfection is the objective of this most talented orchestra that came into being a mere eighteen
months ago. The male and female musicians, under the skilful guidance of Warrant Officer Albert
Scott, all have limitless enthusiasm. The young
harmonists have an almost exhaustive training
programme which includes musical theory as a
basic study. The musical instruments used are
mostly imported and are valued at an astronomical
amount of R 150 000.
The orchestra performs primarily at ceremonial occasions including military funerals and medal parades. You will also find them performing in strong
jazz tempo at an occasional ballroom function.
The Wentworth Police Orchestra is currently in
great demand in and around Natal. They even
made a debut appearance last year at the famous
Durban Military Tattoo.

Photograph 8
The orchestra performing at a Passing Out Parade. Courtesy Captain S Pillay.
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Photograph 9 (Above)
Members of the Police Orchestra General Chetty
on left and Gen Coetzee, the Commissioner, 3rd
from left.
Courtesy Captain Seelan Pillay.

Photograph 10 (Below)
Members of the Police Orchestra, 3rd from left
General JB Stevens; 4th Brigadier (f) I Chetty.
Courtesy Captain Seelan Pillay
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Photograph 11 (Above)
A large group of people and members of the Police Orchestra.
Courtesy Captain Seelan Pillay

Photograph 12 (Below)
Members of the Police Orchestra at a Street Parade in Pietermaritzburg at the official opening of
Game Stores.
Courtesy Captain S Pillay

Brigadier Natty (NG) Govender - "It will take
most men many lifetimes to achieve what this man
has achieved in one lifetime."

sist in relaxation after a hectic day at the office;
”a white Brigadier and his wife visited their home,
“Mom taught her how to fold and make samosas
(an Indian delight amongst Indians, enjoyed by all
who dare to try; pungent) and she in turn taught
Mom to bake rusks using a fool proof recipe,
which is still used and is in Janet’s possession to
this day; During Christmas Dad made footprints
near the fire place using cotton wool to make the
children believe that Father Christmas had come
down the chimney during the night and left Christmas gifts for everyone;

For one man to have achieved this, is indeed a
commendable and outstanding achievement. He
certainly ran the race ahead with perseverance,
stood the tests of time with endurance and patience and achieved much in his lifetime and police career spanning 33 years under extreme circum-stances.
LG - Little was known about our celebrity, the
Colonel, as through time memories of his life had
faded, however after making contact with his family, viz his youngest daughter Janet, an entrepreneur based in the Cape, that glimpses of the colourful personality will unfold as she drew back the
curtain of the past for a sneak preview and turned
back the clock. I feel privileged to be privy to and
associated with this. Thank you to Brigadier Hennie Heymans for his insistence to record the life of
our Hero.
Pillai was appointed the FIRST Indian Station
Commander of Chatsworth a sprawling Indian
suburb (It is located in the South Durban basin
and roughly bordered by the Umhlatuzana River in
the North and Umlaas River in the South, currently
it is undergoing a rapid integration of Africans and
Indians. The area is approximately 42,3 sq km
with a total population of almost 2 million) In effect,
it meant he was seen and considered as a
“Mayor” of this little “town”. Community members
will frequently visit his high office, which was always open to anyone in need, to seek his professional advice on personal, legal matters, disputes,
even spiritual, cultural issues or just simply a chat.
Janet (his daughter) revealed many things about
her Dad “he took long drives with his family to as-

Pillai was eloquent in both languages and could
with ease switch from one to the other whilst conversing with his superiors; (Major General
(Professor) D (George) Govender remarked in his
interview whilst a constable with Pillai, as a Major:
"Hy skryf soos hy praat”.
Janet travelled with Dad to Paarl, Western Cape
to visit one Brigadier Carstens, spent the day at
his home and has memories of playing with his
daughter as young girls and later became her
close friend;
The garage walls were used as a chalk board and
for the children at the Pillai homestead as it instilled and inspired them and this became a home
of learning;
Visits with Dad to the College to watch a film show
on a Wednesday evening, the whole family attended – chatting with Brigadier Natty (NG) Govender he confirmed this. Part taking of Indian Cuisine at the Wentworth Training College prepared
by the College Chef, Sergeant Victor. (LG Sergeant Victor was still the chef in 1983 when I
was a student)
Visits to the homes of Morgan Chetty (in Mere-

NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 12A SPECIAL EDITION 2020

10

bank. His wife Indira (Brigadier (f) I Chetty was an
excellent cook); Ray Manilal; D John Lamech (she
enjoyed the delectable granadilla tart baked by his
wife Pam).
(LG- There appeared to be much camaraderie and
esprit de corps amongst commissioned officers,
especially Indians in those years. Might have been
the case with others too, don't see why not.)
I would like the readers to kindly note that it took a
number of months to gather information about our
legendary Colonel Subramonia Pillai. I began in
earnest after much communication with a number
of Senior Police Officers about Pillai. Brigadier
Natty (NG) Govender was one, he is a former
Wentworth Police Indian Training College student
and later a Drill- and Criminal Law Instructor under
Pillai's command who spoke highly of the Officer
and once again our dear Editor of Nongqai, Brigadier Hennie Heymans (I learnt during our frequent
conversations he visited Pillai at both Chatsworth
Station and Wentworth Indian Police Training College). I am eternally grateful to the kind assistance of Major General (Professor), Doraval)
George Govender, Brigadier Natty (NG) Govender, Captains Rajoo Ellapan, Sakkie Govender,
Ms Pat Moodley ( who worked alongside him in
Chatsworth, Bayview (old station)), Ms Neela Naidoo
(who
also
worked
alongside
him
at Chatsworth, Bayview (old station) (a wood and
iron and concrete building) later the Wentworth
Police Indian Training College, the persons who
readily provided the inserts, which enabled me to
compile this, his dear youngest daughter Ms Janet
Pillai (without whose invaluable assistance, telephonic conversations and emails, liaison with fami-

ly members this would have not been possible and
would have been lost forever). My thanks, blessings and appreciation also go to Colonel Dion
Singh who first introduced me to the family.”
A young police constable aged 22 years old whilst
walking the beat (foot patrol as it is so called today) in Stamford Hill during 1950, he was faced
with the daunting task of confronting a house
breaker caught red handed, inside the study of a
residential home. The young police constable rose
to the occasion; singlehandedly and with bare
hands, placed the suspect under arrest, not without first wrestling with the suspect armed with a
screw driver, who lunged at him several times injuring him on various parts of his body.
During the accused's successful conviction and
sentence he was commended by the presiding
Judge for his diligence, steadfastness and bravery.
A commendable feat in his early days as a policeman. This was the beginning of our dear Colonel
Pillai’s illustrious career. It also heralded a succession of FIRSTS for the young policeman.
The young Pillai was challenged by the (white)
members working alongside him as they only conversed in Afrikaans. He once again was forced to
rise up to the occasion by mastering the language
through intensive study. In addition, one of his
Commanders, Brigadier THI Labuschagne urged
him to complete the Afrikaans examinations.
Pillai was born on 10th February 1927 in Overport,
Durban. (Overport is a hilly residential area South
East of Durban. The name was coined by a former
Mayor of Durban, William Hartley). He was the only child of Padagalingum and Bomiamma.
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(James Hadley Chase was an English writer. He
was one of the internationally best-selling authors
and some of his books were made into movies. He
was the son of Colonel Francis Raymond of the
colonial Indian Army.) and Agatha Christie (An
English writer known for her Detective novels.
"Murder on the Orient Express" was one, turned
into a movie.). Like any boy, he fantasised of becoming the lead character one day (probably a detective. In South Africa one has to first be a uniformed policeman before one will be accepted as
a
detective.)
When the opportunity arose to enlist into the SAP
he did not hesitate and joined SAP at Stamford Hill
on 13th July 1949 at the age of 22 years old.
In 1954 he married the love of his life Vimla.
His dear wife, Vimla encouraged him to complete
matric which he completed part time for the Senior
Certificate Examination at the ML Sultan Technical
College, which he successfully completed in 1965.
He was detailed to walk the beat on the suburbs of
Stamford Hill. Six months after his enlistment he
stumbled upon a break in of a residential premises
as mentioned above.
Photograph 13
Pillai's mother, Bomiamma far right. Others persons not identified.
His father sadly abandoned them when he was 3
months old. It was not easy for his mother to sustain them. However, in those difficult years, shoes
were unaffordable to many. (But she always ensured that he wore shoes - Ms Neela Naidoo, an
Administrative Clerk at both Chatsworth and Wentworth College). After his mother’s death he lived
with his Grandmother in Mayville until her death.
Thereafter he was taken care of by Mr Ramsamy,
an uncle. Sadly, the home was already full and he
was forced to sleep outside. When it rained, he
tried hard to get as near as possible to the wall to
prevent himself from getting wet. (He apparently
spoke about this in confidence to NN, his Administration Clerk.) He attended the MK Ghandi Sentamil State Aided School. At 12 years old after
completing Standard 3 he was forced to leave
school and seek employment as his uncle
Ramsamy, a waiter didn’t earn much to provide for
anyone else. (LG-Who the others members of the
family were, we do not know.)

In 1957 for a short while, his fantasy dream came
true, but was short lived as he was detailed to
work as a Detective but only for a short while. It is
here he realised that the arrest of a suspect is not
the end of a case but further investigation to build
the case against him so that the case can withstand the intensive cross examination of the witnesses for the prosecution by the defence team.
He also encountered many other professional persons that inspired him to better educate himself.
Eight years later in 1957 he wrote the police promotion examinations that earned him the rank of a
second-class Sergeant (LG - the insignia for this
rank was a star placed above a three-bar chevron).

He secured a job as a newspaper vendor and
thereafter took on a number of other jobs to help
provide for the family. At 17-years old he became
a waiter. During his youth he became an avid
reader of novels written by James Hadley Chase
NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 12A SPECIAL EDITION 2020

Photograph 14
Rank Insignia of a
second-class
sergeant.
In 1960 he attained
the rank of Senior
Sergeant.
Whilst
holding this rank, he
served at Stamford
Hill and the old Overport Police Station.
(LG - the insignia for
this rank was a castle
placed above the
three-bar chevron).
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Photograph 15
Rank insignia of a
Senior Sergeant.
In 1964 he was transferred by way of promotion to the Bellair
Police Station as a
Chief Sergeant. (LG rank insignia was castle with a laurel wreath
half way around the
castle placed above
the three-bar chevron).

Right: Image 2
The different categories of Sergeants in the late
50's - 60's. Courtesy Brigadier Hennie Heymans.

Photograph 16
Copy of the original photograph. Courtesy of the Pillai family.
From right - Chief Sergeant S Pillai; Senior Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy; Sergeant Chris
(Kristnasamiand) VR Naidoo; Lance Sergeant DJ Lamech.
NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 12A SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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Photograph 17
Courtesy of the Pillai family.
Captain-Martin Lazarus "Unit 2 (Bayview) West
side of the semi-detached council house, administration section comprised of four rooms as offices. The Eastern side two rooms as charge office,
station commander’s office and exhibit room. Detective Branch occupied a single cottage." Special
Grade Chief Sergeant S Pillai is seen in discussion
with Warrant Officer GM (“Sterk-Gert”) Smit (later
Brigadier).

plete laurel wreath placed above the three-bar
chevron).

He was appointed the FIRST Indian Station Commander in the South African Police and in Chatsworth, Unit II also known as Bayview (LG - The old
Chatsworth Police Station was constructed of
wood and iron and concrete.)

Photograph 18
Photograph of
Pillai when he
held the rank of
Special Grade
Chief Sergeant
addressing
a
gathering
in
Chatsworth.
Courtesy Janet
Pillai.

On 1st September 1965 Chatsworth was established and he was sent there to be an understudy
to Warrant Officers EM Smit (Major) and William
Dicks.
After being understudy for two years.
On 1st September 1967 Pillai and K Nayager were
promoted to Special Grade Chief Sergeant (LGSouth African coat of arms surrounded by a comNONGQAI VOL 11 NO 12A SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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Image 3
Lieutenant General JM Keevy, Commissioner SA
Police (1962-1968). Courtesy Brigadier Hennie
Heymans. (General Keevy was at one stage the
District Commandant of Durban – In those days
Durban was a large district - HBH.)
[LG - The date when this speech was delivered is
unknown. However, in 1967 he was promoted to
the rank of a Special Grade Chief Sergeant and
was Station Commander of Chatsworth Police
Station but was only commissioned in 1970. The
Commissioner of SA Police, General JM Keevy
retired in 1968. General JM Keevy was the Police
Commissioner from 1962 to 1968. Therefore I undoubtedly believe that he was a Special Grade
Chief Sergeant when the speech was delivered.
We don't know the venue where it was hosted.
Unfortunately, any further details of the retirement
function are unknown, such as who attended, etc"]

Photograph 19
Lieut K Nayager, who was also appointed as a
Special Grade Chief Sergeant (Captain-late).
(Photograph courtesy of his granddaughter Mirriska Nayager employed Provincial Crime Scene
Laboratory: KZN)

Image 4 – See annex “A” for original document
Pillai's speech at the farewell of General JM
Keevy
Courtesy Pillai family.
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Transcript
"THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, GEN.
KEEVY, OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE FORCE, LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN:
I count this to be a great privilege to be honoured.
to represent my colleagues and speak on this auspicious occasion. We are indeed grateful to have
with us our Chief - The Commissioner of Police Gen. Keevy - who has found some time to spare
and
came
to
say
to
us
"Totsiens".
Gen. Keevy has made a name for himself in the
Police Force.
He has served the country loyally for many years.
He has occupied many important posts throughout
the Republic, and by sheer dint of courage, hard
work, devotion and his loyalty to his superior officers, he has attained the highest post and rank in
the SA Police.
During the Gen's term of Office, many constructive
changes have taken place, insofar as the Indian
member of the Force is concerned. I would like to
mention but just a few important ones: (i) NEW POSTS: New posts and ranks have been
created for the Indian Policeman, who by showing
loyalty and devotion to duty coupled with hard, sincere and painstaking efforts could improve his status and rank by qualifying for these posts.
(ii) NEW UNIFORMS: The issue of summer dress
has been a welcome aid to all of us. The Summer
Regulation Dress is being widely used by all
throughout the Republic. This realistic and practical step has been brought about in no small measure by the General, who has given the scheme its
blessing.
(iii) WORKING CONDITIONS: Today, the Indian
Policeman, like his counterparts, the Whites,
works a five-day week. Here again, credit must go
to our Chief. This 5-day week plan gives the members of the Force more time to spend with the immediate members of the family or other recreational occupations they may have.
(iv) INDIAN CONTROLLED STATIONS: The policy of the State that each racial group should serve
its own community as far as possible, has been
put into effect with the establishment of the first allIndian manned Station at Chatsworth. To this end,
I have no hesitation to repeat, that the Gen. has
made a strong recommendation.
I am quite sure that the day is not too far distant
when more and more Indian Controlled Stations
would be opened up in the areas predominantly
occupied by members of our Community.
(v) SALARY AND OTHER FRINGE BENEFITS:

Whilst it must be acknowledged that over the
years, there has been an improvement every time
a new salary scale was announced, whilst some
benefitted more than the others, we must appreciate one fact, and that is, there was some improvement.
I could go on and on but it is not my intention to
bore you with a lengthy speech.
I am sure that the Gen. Will discuss with his worthy
successor
the
following
points:
(i) Creating new posts in predominantly Indian areas and the establishment of new stations as such.
(ii) Improve the working conditions.
(iii) Improvement in the salary scales, especially
for those in the middle- and lower-income groups.
(iv) Provision for establishment of hostels in Durban in urban areas or the acquisition of dwelling
houses in the rural areas, which could be rented
out to the members of the police force at a nominal
figure. By doing this more recruits would join the
services and the older members would not be as
reluctant as they are now, to take up new posts in
the country, where they could live a settled family
life.
In bidding farewell to our worthy Gen., allow me to
express the sincere gratitude of every Indian policeman in and out of the SA Police and wish it to
be made known that the State can rely and count
on us as Indian South Africans, to play our part in
the maintenance of law and order, in the event of
the country being involved in any major conflict, be
it internal or external, as proof of our loyalty has
already been displayed in the past on numerous
occasions, just to mention a few - the Riots - the
Emergency - and even World War II.
To the worthy successor of our General, let it be
known that we Indian South Africans pledge our
loyal support to the State and we look forward to
the continued advice and support and wise counsel for the wellbeing of all.
General Keevy and Mrs. Keevy are looking forward to spend a well-earned retirement. We wish
them well and pray that the Lord grants them good
health and good fortune so that they enjoy their
retirement in harmony and comfort.
Once more, I say on behalf of all Indian members
of the South African Police: "DANKIE MENEER EN ALLES VAN DIE BESTE"."
Autographed JM Keevy, General
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Image 5 (Above)
Autograph of General JM Keevy
Courtesy of the Pillai family.
In 1970 he enrolled at the University of South Africa (UNISA), distance learning, for a Baccalauerus Procurationis Degree (B Proc.)

Whilst Station Commander of Chatsworth, Pillai
and K Nayager became the first Indian Commissioned Officers (Lieutenants) in the South African
Police. (A Commission is signed by the State
President in office at that time).

stands to attention in a proud and momentous
occasion of his life as one of the first Indian
Commissioned Officers.
Transcript
"INDIAN POLICE OFFICER GETS COMMISSION
Lieutenant Subramania Pillai, Station Commander at Chatsworth Police Station, who recently became the first Indian Commissioned
police officer in South Africa.
Born in Durban in 1927. Lieutenant Pillai was
forced to leave school appointment was at
Stamford Hill, where he served as a Constable
for eight years, before writing another examination for promotion to sergeant.
Later he was transferred to Sydenham
(Overport) Police Station, where he rose to senior sergeant and later Chief Sergeant.
STATION COMMANDER
In 1965 he was appointed Station Commander
at Chatsworth Police Station and two years later
he was promoted to special grade chief sergeant. By private study he obtained his Matriculation and Hoër Taalbond certificates and he is
presently studying a second-year course in public service law.
Image 6
Unknown source.
Lieutenant Pillai in 1970 at New Modder Police
Training
College,
Benoni,
Gauteng.
Image of media clipping of Lieutenant S Pillai

He is in charge of a staff of more than 150 000
(LG - this figure is incorrect as the SAP as a
whole consisted of well below 100 00 in those
years. Could however, be the population figure.
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That would also be incorrect as Chatsworth was
home to more Indians than anywhere else in
South Africa. Out of the estimated over 2 million
Indians in South Africa, the great majority in Durban, and mainly resided in Chatsworth.)
Lieutenant Pillai is married and has six children,
two of them in high school and another studying to
become a teacher at the Springfield College of Education.”

20
Copy of the original photograph.
Courtesy of the Pillai family.

Photograph
Photograph 21
Pillai standing to attention on the Parade apart
from other members at his promotion in 1970.
Courtesy the Pillai family.
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Photograph 22 (Above)
Officers on Parade being congratulated by an unknown person.

Image 7 (Left: Below)
Unknown source.
2. Image of the first newly commissioned Officers on parade.
(LG - It is not known who the other Officers are.
Lieutenants K Nayager and TR Zulu were part of
group. Maybe our readers will provide further information.)
Transcript
“At a special passing-out parade at the New
Modder Police Training College, near Benoni, 11
Non-Whites were recently promoted to officer's
rank in the Police Force.
The passing-out parade, addressed by the Minister of Police, Mr SL Muller, was attended by General JP Gous, the Commissioner of the South African Police, high ranking officers, representatives
of several departments of State (includes the Department of Indian Affairs, the Chairman of the
South African Indian Council, members of the Coloured Representative Council, other dignitaries,
relatives and friends of those on parade.
SPECIAL TRIBUTE
Congratulating the officers on their achievement
and the high standard set by them, the Minister
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paid special tribute to the very important role
played by the Non-White policemen in maintaining
peace and order in South Africa and the way they
had proved their loyalty by the faithful execution of
their duties along with the White members of the
Force. He gave the assurances that further posts
would be created and he appealed to Non-White
members of the Force to increase their efficiency
and to improve their chances of promotion by diligent study.”

Photograph 23 (Below)
Copy of original photograph of the Aide-de Camp
leading the dignitaries for an inspection of the
parade of newly promoted officers. Courtesy of
the Pillai family.

Image 8 - Media Clipping
Transcript
"Lieutenants three. These non-white Durban policemen arrived back home today from Johannesburg where they were promoted to lieutenants the first-time non-whites have been elevated to
the commissioned ranks of the South African Police Force. The trio, from left, are Lt. Tetris
Zikalalala Zulu, Lt. Subramonia Pillai and Lt. K.
Nayagar."
During 1974 Lieutenants from Kwa-Zulu Natal
travel by rail (first official choice of transportation
in the early days up till around the mid 80's).
The Natal Mercury August 30, 1974
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Photograph 24 (Above)
Three Durban Lieutenants Tetrus Zikalala, S Pillai
& K Nayager return on a SAR passenger train after their promotion to Commissioned rank. On this
photograph is Lieutenants Pillai and Nayager with
their families. On the left Mrs Vimla Pillai; young
son and daughter, Colin and Janet. Lieutenant K
Nayager's family, his dear wife Parvathi; young
son and daughter, Glen and Vimla (both became
members of the SA Police).

Photograph 25
Lieutenants T Zikalala; S Pillai; K Nayager arrive
after a course.

Image 9
Transcript
Page 12 POST, August 25, 1974
"TOP OF THE COPS
TWO Indian Police officers were this week been
promoted to Captain - the highest rank yet given to
Blacks in the police force.
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Announcing the promotions of J (incorrect should
be S) Pillai and K Nayager, Brigadier Hilary
Schroder, Divisional Commissioner for the Port
Natal police divisions said: "I am very proud of
them."
Capt. Nayager comes from a family of policemen.
His father was in the CID, in 1902. His two elder
brothers were policemen until their deaths, and a
younger brother was also in the uniform as a
member of the Royal Air Force.
Capt. Nayager has been in the police for 33 years.
For the past 12 years he had been with the Security Police. He is not sure whether his promotion will
mean being transferred, but he welcomed his additional responsibility.
Capt. Subramania Pillai, 47, joined the force 25
years ago after reading numerous detective novels.
"My promotion is the result of hard work. I have no
idea at all whether I will still be at Chatsworth station." he said.

Image 10
Media Clipping
Photograph - Chief Sgt. Soobramoney (centre),
Deputy Chief of the Chatsworth Police Station,
welcomed Lieutenants Pillai (left) back to the Challenge Police Station. Sgt. Moodley, branch head
of the CID looks on."
Transcript
"THREE NON-WHITE OFFICER COPS NOW
There are now three Non-White police officers in
Durban. They were commissioned at the (New)
Modder Police Training College in Benoni.
All three are Lieutenants. They are Lieut. C. (S)
Pillai, Station Commander of Chatsworth; Lieut. C.
(K) Nayager and Lieut. Tetrus Zulu - both CID officers. Lieut. Zulu is stationed at Kwa Mashu township."

Capt. Pillai is married with six children.

Photograph 26
Lieut Pillay & Sgt MM Moodley.
Recently promoted Lieutenant S Pillai garlanded
by Sgt MM Moodley upon his arrival from the Officers Course. (A garland is a decorative wreath of
flowers, leaves, or other material placed around
the neck of a person who is honoured.)
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Commission by State President
The essence of the Commission bestowed upon a
Commissioned Police Officer by the State President, is as follows: “Commission
Deed of Commission
By the President …
… As commissioned officer of the South African
Police, I command you to –
• Uphold the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa;
• Conscientiously and diligently discharge your
duties in accordance with the law and in a manner
worthy of the trust placed in you;
• Continuously strive towards excellence in the
performance of the functions of the police and for
this purpose to utilize all resources placed at your
disposal in a responsible, effective and efficient
manner;
• Lead by example all officers, members and
other employees of the police under your Command in the performance and functions of the Service as set out in the Constitution and the law; and
• Execute all lawful orders and instructions given
to you, by me or your superiors.
I command that those placed under your command obey you as their superior officer in accordance with the land.
Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Republic of South Africa at Pretoria (year).
President
Signed
By Order of the President-in-Cabinet:
Minister of the Cabinet”

Image 11. See Annexure “B”
("L G - I presume that this lecture was delivered at
the "First Efficient Commander's Course of Indian
Sergeants held during September 1971" for the
following reasons; Pillai was promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant in 1970 whilst Station Commander at
Chatsworth. There is a photograph of the candidates provided by courtesy of Warrant Officer
Mariappa Pillay, one of the candidates from Pietermaritzburg. After chatting with him he was unable
to recall Pillai addressing the candidates understandably so as the course took place 49 years
ago. In addition Pillai in his opening address mentions this being the "first"; the photograph records
the "First". In my mind I undoubtedly believe the
address was to the candidates who appear in the
photograph." I leave it our Historian, Brigadier
Hennie Heymans for his expert opinion.")
Transcript
"LECTURE: I/Lieutenant S. Pillai. (Station Commander)
ORIENTATION
Orientation is a term expressing the position of any
object relative to the points of the compass (in architectures, it is used to express the main dimensions of a building, with reference to the compass
points - (Enc. Britannica).
Orientation means, the lie of a thing. Adjustments,
positions, or aspect with regard to anything; determination of one's bearing in relation to circumstances,
ideas.
(Oxford
Dictionary).
Before I begin my talk, I wish to thank the Commanding Officer of the Inservice Training Unit, for
having given me the opportunity of addressing
you.
We Indian Policemen have again achieved success in our field, for you form the first batch of Indian Sergeants to undergo this leadership course.
Your names will no doubt be recorded in the Archives of the South African Police. We should feel
righty indebted to our Commissioner for having
made such a course available to all Non-White Policemen.
My task here today is to orientate you for the efficient Commander's Course.
There is an old saying "You can't teach an old dog
new tricks, en soos julle weet, 'n wens word nooit
te oud om te leer nie."
The first is said of old people who simply refuse to
deviate from their habits and pattern of life, the
second proverb is said of a person who realises
that he has a great deal more to learn and that he
is also in a position to learn more, provided of
course, that the circumstances are such that he
will devote himself to learning. The person's opposition to learning or the problems he experiences

NONGQAI VOL 11 NO 12A SPECIAL EDITION 2020

23

(Vervolg van bladsy 23)

is a physiological concept. Security and status are
two of the person's most important needs, and because he had already more or less built for himself
that security and status.
Training implies that a person must learn and it
also involves a threat of failure. This can result in a
fear for training.
Learning can be defined as a changing of character and it takes place whenever the individual experiences a problem or becomes aware of a gap
between what he is and what he wants to be. Then
an investigation is launched wherein all the available means is used to gather the learning material
that is necessary to solve that problem or to fill that
gap.
We who are entrusted with the training of adult
persons, ie the superiors, training officers and the
instructors, can make use of the above information
to ensure greater success in our attempts at training.
We all know that the problems which we in the
Government service have to face, are growing
both in size and in complexity. Year by year a never-ending process is going on in which profounder
knowledge and higher skills are being put into every activity associated with the development and
maintenance of our living standards.
We like to think of training - particularly management training - as one of the vehicles of change
and progress. The very fact that you are present
here this morning, is proof enough of your cooperation in this regard.
It is therefore not the intention of this course to
teach you new tricks, but to train you to become
more efficient commanders of your various units.
The thread of today’s lecture will be on all forms of
efficiency.
1. METHOD: The efficiency of a business is the
measure of its management and in a school, the
efficiency of the class is the measure of the teacher and in a Police Station, the efficiency of a unit is
the measure of its commander. I shall now put
forth my views to help you to be efficient. These
points, though simple, will be of great value if followed carefully.
Tidiness comes with a tidy mind and is necessary
for efficiency. It is therefore necessary for one to
be methodical in one's work. Precious time is
wasted if you have to stop and search for something you have mislaid or remember putting away
in a safe place. The general appearance of a
Commander's office, is the neatness of his desk,
the orderly arrangement of his papers, books and
other documents and the quality of the work he
does himself, are of utmost importance if one
wishes to achieve efficiency.

2. KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR WORK: Whatever
shortcomings a Commander had, none can be
more serious than inability to see mistakes, to explain why work has gone wrong and to teach his
section the correct methods and procedures so
thoroughly that there will be little likelihood of repetition of errors and ignorance. A group of workers
will forgive much if they can admire the skill,
knowledge and efficiency of their commander. It is
therefore imperative that a Commander has a thorough knowledge of his work.
3. ATTITUDE: The attitude of a Commander
speaks volumes, through the attitude of his unit. A
person must feel a Commander within himself this attitude of Commandership must be developed as soon as possible so that he will be full of
confidence, full of conviction and will feel natural to
the authority he exercises over his subordinates.
4. MANNERS: His position of authority does not
give the Commander the right to dispense the normal courtesies. He must remember that courtesy
begets courtesy and there is always time to be a
gentleman.
5. HABITS: A Commander must hold as it were a
"mirror" up to him in which he can see the innermost part of himself, examine his good qualities
and weigh it over the bad. He should take note of
what others say about him and try to discover any
habits he may have which are a source of irritation
to others.
6. PUNCTUALITY: (ALLEGORY OF HENRY
FORD), Slackness with regard to punctuality is indicative of poor efficiency and lack of recognition
of
the
value
of
time.
Unpunctuality has a very damaging effect on the
running of a unit; office or police station and reveals poor management. The Commander should
always show a good example by arriving in good
time and carrying out his work punctually. You
must realize that the job of a policeman is centred
around punctuality and if he wants to be seen as
well in the public eye, he must stick to punctuality.
A punctual but unhurried way of life is much better
testimony to efficiency than the person who is always at the last moment storming in like a tornado.
A commander cannot check or reprimand his subordinates for being late unless he himself is on
time.
7. HUMAN FACTOR: A Commander must not
only know about the workings of his unit but also
the workers of his unit. He must be a strong and
efficient leader, he must lead, rather than drive, to
achieve this he must always realize that the people he is supervising are human beings. He must
always have at the back of his mind the human
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factor. He must also know that his subordinates
are not robots but individuals, all of whom are different, having varying abilities, interests and problems. You must take every opportunity you can get
to know not only your subordinate but also their
families so that you will be able to understand their
problems. In business firms, managers do not
spend their energy on the parts of the business
that are going well; they concentrate on the problem departments and the problem personnel, so
should it be with you. The Commander must be a
force of at traction and not a force of compulsion.
His actions must be such that it will encourage
teamwork and motivate each member to do his
very best, because he really wants to and not because, he is afraid not to. The group or unit should
accept him as their leader and look upon him for
guidance and protection, and as a person both
able and willing to help them in their work. He
must also endeavour to create a climate in which
each member can grow and develop to the best
advantage.
8. POSTURE: The posture of a Commander has
a very deciding effect on other people's impression
on him. His posture need not be showy or dandyish. He should create the right posture and avoid a
slovenly one.
9. LOYALTY AND INTEGRITY: Loyalty and Integrity are 2 qualities which are highly esteemed in
any Commanding Officer. The Commander who is
loyal towards his subordinates, will concentrate on
the good in each of them and will show faith in
them, will refuse to listen to any petty gossip about
them, and will not criticize unless he has sound
reason for doing so even then will express his
opinion only to the individual concerned. A man
of integrity makes honesty a practice in small ways
as well as in big ways, has no favourites, promises
only what he knows is possible of realization and
keeps his promises.
10. LEADERSHIP: Efficiency and leadership work
hand in glove. In this light I would like to quote an
extract from Dr Anton Rupert's lecture on leadership. "It is quite clear that we require more than
ever before, competent leadership, more leaders
and better leaders on all planes, leaders who will
have the best courage and knowledge, the faith
and humanity to tackle the problems of a shrinking
world, of free trade between people of the population explosion on the one hand and improved living
conditions on the other hand for all the people in
the world. If leadership is defined as such an important factor, what then is it. The essence of leadership is that the leader inspires people as a group
to strive towards an end. Leadership is influencing

or inspiring. The leader who succeeds in inspiring
his subordinate will achieve the best results. There
is, however, one loophole in that we are not all
born leaders or perhaps it's our luck. But therefore,
such leaders are in great demand and therefore
becomes more indispensable every day to find
such leaders. Therefore, it is essential for us as
policemen to determine how we can train new
leaders and how we can improve on our leadership.
Leadership and moral are inseparably bound. The
government services need a special type of leader. This leader must act within the bounds stipulated. He must show positive co-operation by making
use of suggestion, persuasions, appeals and orders to motivate his subordinates to reach the goal
without stress or strain.
Good leadership is of the greatest importance. In
any organization a group of workers with high morale can produce good work under the worst conditions, but a group with low morale cannot under
the best of conditions produce good work.
To achieve success a leader must inter alia, possess the following qualities : (1) The ability to organise and the abilities to see
to the aims and objects of his group.
(2) Sufficient knowledge of the work.
(3) Knowledge of people.
(4) Maturity.
Just recently Mr Pepler Scholtz, the managing director of Sanlam had this to say about the labour
problems and what he attributes to it. The manpower shortage we constantly complain about exists not so much in a lack of nos. as it does in a
shortage of people who are properly equipped for
the task awaiting them.
This means among other things people who are
properly educated. In a similar way we the SA Police can overcome our defects by getting men
properly trained for their tasks.
What I mentioned at the beginning of my lecture I
will say again ie our purpose in training is not to
teach you new tricks and techniques which you
are forced to learn and forget and go back to the
routine. If that is the case then there would be no
change after you have undergone this course and
you would have learnt nothing at all.
I wish you all use this lecture as a yardstick to
measure your capabilities and your deficiencies.
You must realize that nobody is perfect but you
can only develop into an efficient Commander, if
you are aware of your shortcomings and strive to
overcome them."
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Photograph 27
The Pillai family and friends gather to celebrate
their eldest son, Charles graduation, circa 1970.
From left - 3rd Mrs Vimla Pillai; Charles; Pillai; Steven and Kogi David.

Photograph 28 (see next page)

Seated on ground - From left 1st Somaru (from
Pietermaritzburg); 2nd left Detective Sergeant Narainsamy Naidoo (first Indian Detective Section
Head, Mountain Rise - deceased); 4th U Singh,
Branch Commander at Wentworth; and last but not
least Munilall always spoken of by Brigadier Hennie Heymans, someone he worked with at Wentworth.

Photograph of Candidates of the First Efficient
Commanders Course - Indian Sergeants, Durban
1971. Courtesy of Warrant Officer Mariappa Pillay,
Pietermaritzburg.
The First Efficient Commander's Course - Indian
Sergeants - Durban September 1971 - middle row
standing.
Rear row - from left 6th S Pappa, mentioned by
Pat Reddy below; From right 1st Captain Bob
Sewpersad (first Indian Station Commander, Natal
Midlands, Mountain Rise); 2nd Warrant Officer
Mariappa Pillay;
Middle row – AB Pillay (First Indian Head of Spiritual & Pastoral Services, Natal Midlands), 7th
from left - Sergeant Krishnasamy Naidu.
Second row seated - 2nd Lieutenant HL Schourie;
4 Lieutenant GM Smit (is it not the EM Smit mentioned by Pillai whilst a Chief Sergeant at Chatsworth.
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Photograph 29
Photograph of Candidates of the First Efficient
Commanders Course - Indian Sergeants, Durban
1971. Courtesy of Warrant Officer Mariappa Pillay,
Pietermaritzburg.
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Photograph 30 (Above)
Another photograph of presumably the same
course inclusive of all groups. Courtesy family of
the late Captain Govindsamy Reddy.
Group Photograph of presumably Sergeants, during a Commander's Course further information Unknown.
(LG - I identified Bob Sewpersad - 4th row 6th
from right(Captain-first Indian Station Commander,
KwaZulu Natal Midlands (Natal Midlands), SA Police Mountain Rise, Pietermaritzburg) and Aaron
Bernard Pillay - 2nd row 6th from right (LieutenantColonel-late) First Indian Head of Spiritual & Pastoral Services, KwaZulu Natal Midlands (Natal
Midlands Division) from Pietermaritzburg, others
are unknown.)

Image 12 (Below)
Media Clipping
HIGHLIGHT OF THE WEEK
RIGHT: The South African Police has provided a
new avenue of employment for Indian girls as secretaries at police station. Here the Chatsworth Police Station's two secretaries, Miss K Govender,
seated and Miss N Naidoo take a briefing from the
station commander, Lt S Pillai in 1971.
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Photograph 31
Lieutenant S Pillai,
Station Commander
of SA Police, Chatsworth addresses the
spectators at presumably a soccer
tournament.

Photograph 32
Lieutenant S Pillai, Station Commander of SA Police, Chatsworth photographed with a soccer official on the play field.

Photograph 34
1972 at World international airport with friends. Pillai 2nd from right and Mrs Vimla Pillai standing in
front of him.
Courtesy of the Pillai family.

Comment by Gen Govender
"This important figure standing next to Lieut Pillay
is Sgt Gurunjulu (elder in the police who played
soccer together with youngsters at that time for the
Chatsworth SAPS soccer team). I was at the soccer match when this photo was taken in the 70’s at
the Unit 3B Sports ground."
Photograph 33 (Next Column top)
Lieutenant S Pillai, Station Commander of SA Police, Chatsworth is seen introducing an unidentified
Senior Officer to the team.

Photograph 35
General GJ Joubert,
Commissioner, SA Police (1972-1973)
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Image 13
Speech at General
GJ Joubert' farewell. (Annexure C)
General
GJ
Joubert was the
Police
Commissioner from 1972
to 1973, in 1973
Lieutenant S Pillai
was the Station
Commander
of
Chatsworth Police
Station.

SPEECH BY COLONEL S PILLAI AT FAREWELL FUNCTION OF GENERAL JOUBERT &
MEDAL PARADE
"The Commissioner of Police, General Joubert,
Officers and members of the South African Police,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
Firstly I would like to extend a cordial welcome to
all
our
guests
here
today.
I feel honoured to represent my colleagues and to
address you at this farewell function of our Commissioner.
We are very grateful to have with us our Chief the Commissioner of the South African Police,
General Joubert who has found some time to
spare and came to bid us "Totsiens".
General Joubert had earned a distinguished name
in the South African Police Force. He has served
the country loyally for many years and piloted the
ship most efficiently in his stay in the Force.
He has occupied many an important post and by
sheer dint of courage, hard work, devotion to duty
and his loyalty to his superior Officers earned himself the highest position that could be attained
within the South African Police Force.
As you might imagine the work of a policemen is
no easy business. He carries with one hand the
love and loyalty for his country and fellowmen and
on the other hand the hatred of the criminal. But,
nevertheless, we have patriotic men like General
Joubert who have devoted their entire lives for one
of the most exacting tasks in our country.
I take this opportunity with all my colleagues who

are striving to make this country a just and peaceful one, to thank our great father for the untiring
efforts he had endured in his stay with us.
In bidding farewell to this worthy and distinguished
son of South Africa allow me to express the sincere gratitude of every policeman within the ranks
of the South African Police, and I wish it made
known that the State can rely and count on us as
Indian South Africans to play our part in the
maintenance of law and order in the event of the
country being involved in any major conflict, be it
internal or external. Proof of our loyalty has already been displayed in the past numerous occasions - just to mention a few - the riots, the emergency and even the present duties on our borders.
In view of the political climate that is pervading the
earth's atmosphere, I wish to endorse it once and
for all, that I, with my colleagues within the ranks
of the South African Police, pledge our loyal support to the State and we look forward to the continued advice and support and wise counsel from his
successor as was engendered by General
Joubert.
I suppose General and Mrs Joubert are looking
forward to spending a well-earned retirement. We
wish them well and pray that the Lord grants them
good health and good fortune in that they may enjoy their retirement in harmony and comfort.
On behalf of all members of all members of the
South African Police, I say "Dankie Meneer en alles van die beste".
Before I take my seat there is another important
function - the presentation of the faithful service
medals. The recipients have rendered long and
distinguished service in the Force. I might make
mention that it is no easy task to be recommended
for the receipt of these medals. This important
medal presentation will be made by General
Joubert.
Lieutenant Schourie will read the citations after
which the medals will be presented.
LIEUTENANT SCHOURIE "
(LG - My hope is that a reader might provide further details, including photographs of this occasion. Even the names of receipeints who were
awarded the medal for Faithful service at this function, may be wishful thinking. It will be great if we
can get in touch with Schourie's and Reiners respective families for further information.)
In 1974 he graduated with the B Proc Degree,
thereafter both Pillai and Nayager were promoted
to the rank of Captain.
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Image 14
3 non-whites promoted
Mercury Reporter
The Divisional Commissioner of Police for Port Natal, Brigadier Hiliary Schroeder, yesterday announced the promotions of three non-white officers
as Captains - the highest rank ever given to nonwhites in the South African Police.
They are Captain Subramania Pillai, Station Commander of the Indian manned Chatsworth Police
Station; Captain Tetris Zikalala, Branch Commander at Kwa Mashu and Captain K Nayager, of
the Security Branch. All three previously held the
rank of lieutenant, the highest rank available to
non-white officers before the promotions. The promotion takes effect immediately.
Captain Pillai was appointed Station Commander
at the Chatsworth Police Station in 1965. He is in
charge of a staff of more than 150 policemen in
the vast township of more than 150 000 Indians.
He was one of 11 non-white policemen congratulated by the Minister of Police, Mr HL Muller, at
New Modder non-European Police Training Centre, near Benoni, when he became the first Indian
commissioned police officer in South Africa, four
years ago.
Captain Nayager, a Security Branch policeman
who had served the police force for more than 20
years, holds the South African Police Medal for
Faithful Service. The medal is given to policemen
who served for at least 18 years with irreproachable character and exemplary conduct.

Photograph 36
Pillai after his graduation to the rank of Captain

Photograph 37
Left Seated - Col A Jordaan, Captain S Pillai;
standing behind, Reserve Sergeant D Munien (late
- Colonel). "Col Jordaan was The District Commandant -Durban West District No. 76."
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Photograph 38
After his graduation Captain Pillai is seen with his
dear wife Vimla, being congratulated by the Mayor
of
Isipingo,
His
Worship
Mr
Falcon
Khan, circa 1975
Captain Martin Lazarus
"On 13th September 1976, I joined the SAP, the
late Reservist Dhanpal Munien (Dan) was already
a Sergeant. At that time, he was a senior member
of the Reserve Police Force. He climbed the relevant ranks, attained the highest rank of Colonel
amongst the non-white members. In 1992 I was
transferred to Chatsworth SAP Training College
from the Detective Branch, Colonel Munien was
still Head of the Reservists. He was employed by
the Durban Municipality as an Inspector for solid
waste until his retirement."
(LG- They are wearing Sam Browne Belts)
Photograph 39
Captain Martin Lazarus

I attach images of the comments made by members of
South African Indian Police
Association (SAIPA) on Facebook after I posted the photograph on Facebook.
Images 15 & 16 to follow
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Image 17

Photograph 42
Captain Pillai addressing the guest of honour, JT
“Jimmy” Kruger and members of the public at presumably a Passing Out Parade. Brig Hennie de
Witt looks on. At the back right, Rev Jansen
Courtesy the Pillai Family.

Photograph 40
Courtesy the Pillai family.
Minister of Police JT “Jimmy” Kruger is photographed discussing something with two unidentified members whilst Captain S Pillai looks on.
Comment by Gen (Prof) Govender
"The person with Capt Pillai is Lieut Ray Mathura
(Manilal), Branch Commander of the Detectives at
Chatsworth."

Photograph 43
Autographed photograph
of Pillai as a Captain.
Courtesy Professor D
Govender
Image 18 (Next page)
Autograph of Pillai on
2/1/76. Courtesy Professor D Govender

Photograph 41
Captain Pillai and his dear wife, Vimla are in conversation with former South African State President, Dr and Mrs Diedericks. Courtesy the Pillai
family.
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He was transferred from Chatsworth to Wentworth
as a Captain. I learnt that whilst he was a Captain,
he was understudy to Captain Schourie for a
while. On 1st April 1977 he was promoted to the
rank of Major and appointed the Commanding Officer of SA Police, Indian Training College, Wentworth.

Courtesy Professor D Govender
Photo 47
Group of recently promoted officers to the rank of

Photo 44
Captain Pillai is the Parade Commander of an Unidentified Platoon presumably at a Passing Out Parade. Courtesy the Pillai Family.
Photo 45
A gymnastic display of Recruits at an unidentified
major. Pillai is 3rd from left.
Courtesy the Pillai Family.

Passing Out Parade. Courtesy the Pillai Family.
Photograph 46
Pillai as a Major
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Photograph 48
At Hammanskraal Training College: A Group of
Officers recently promoted to the rank of Major.
Squatting 2nd left Major Pillai.
Photo courtesy of the Pillai Family

Photograph 49
Group of Officers recently promoted to the rank of
Major. Major Pillai on the left. Courtesy the Pillai
family.
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Image 19
Transcript
“The World at Work: The Policeman
April 1978

Commander of the Indian Police Training College,
is the success story of the 50-year-old Subramania
Pillai. Major Pillai's career in the South African Police has been marked by a succession of "firsts" in
his long struggle to get where he is today.

From newspaper vendor to the first Indian to hold
the rank of Major in South Africa's Police and
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"I left school in standard 3 at the age of 14; because the family could not afford me there," he
said. He then worked in a factory and as a newspaper seller to supplement the family income and
also pay for my attending night classes at the ML
Sultan College. At the age of 22 he passed standard 6 and joined the SA Police." After passing out
of the Police Indian Training Depot Wentworth.
(LG-It is unlikely that he underwent a six-month
training course but a refreshers course as the first
official troop was recorded in 1961.")
I was posted to Stamford Hill as a constable and
spent the next eight years there, during which time
I was successful in obtaining the matriculation certificate through the Department of Higher Education.
"
However, the urge to better himself still existed
and so for the next eight years, in addition to working on the B. Proc. degree through UNISA, Major
Pillai also wrote and passed eight promotion examinations. This resulted in several promotions
from constable to chief sergeant. In September
1965 he was appointed as the first Indian Station
Commander at Chatsworth, two years later, was
promoted to special grade chief sergeant.
Whilst still station commander at Chatsworth in
1970 he was one of the "First" Indians to be commissioned to the rank of Lieutenant and in 1974,
one of the "First" to become Captain.
In April last year he became the "First" Indian Major in the SAP and was transferred to the Indian
Training College at Wentworth, where he took
command on October 1, 1977. "It gives me a great
deal of personal satisfaction in being involved in
the training of students at the centre - when they
pass out, they are real men." commented the Major proudly.
The future looks very bright for Major S Pillai who
has now obtained his B.Proc. Law Degree after
many years of sacrifice and study “

Umzinto Farmer's Shooting Range in the
South Coast of KZN, Troop 33 in 1981.
Photograph 50 (Top next page)
Pillai discussing the strict safety procedures to be
adopted in a Firing Range. Warrant Officers Rajoo
Ellapan, Ramdas and students pay close attention.
Courtesy Captain S Pillay.

Photograph 51
Pillai with an R1 Rifle in his hand instructing students in the safety procedures before use. Captain
Lamech looks on. Courtesy Captain S Pillay.

Photograph 51
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Photograph 52
Pillai enjoying
refreshment
during a break.
Courtesy Captain S Pillay.

At this juncture of his career it seemed that he was
destined to become the FIRST Indian SA Police
General.
The Pillai’s had six children. Four girls and two
boys.

Photograph 53
Courtesy the Pillai Family.
The Pillai family. From left to right - Rita; Pinkie;
Charles; Vimla (wife and mother); Pillai (Dad); Kogi; Colin; Janet.
Whilst under the Command of Pillai, the South African Indian Police Training College at Wentworth
had the following members on the staff.
Second in Command, Captain Morgan Chetty,
Head of Physical Training (Lieutenant Generallate);
Lieutenant DJ Lamech (Captain-late), Head of Drill
and Musketry;
Captain Rajoo Ellapan was the Drill and Musketry
Instructor;
Administrative Staff – Captain Sakkie Govender,
Accounting Officer Stores, Logistics;
Ms Neela Naidoo, personal secretary and general
administrative duties;
Catering staff – Sergeant Victor;
There were others names, not known.
On the 1st of October 1977 he was appointed the
FIRST Indian Commanding of the Wentworth SA
Police Indian Training College.
On the 1st day of October 1980, he was promoted
to the FIRST Indian Colonel.

Image 20
Transcript
Insert by Major General (Prof) Doraval George
Govender
(DLitt et Phil: Criminology)
UNISA Brooklyn House.
"The interview in 1977"
“PERSONALITY. Major S Pillai lecturer - NonEuropean Training College, WENTWORTH
Major Pillai started his career as a student Constable at the Stamford Hill Police Station. He was attested on 13 July 1949. He chose this noble profession at the age of 22 years, without imagining
himself to be stepping into the annals of the South
African Police history when he became the first
Indian Major in the Republic and South West Africa.
He completed his basic police training at the Wentworth Indian Training Depot. During 1957 he succeeded in passing his first police promotion examinations which earned him the rank of 2nd Class
Sergeant. In 1960 he attained the rank of Senior
Sergeant. Whilst holding this rank, he served at
Stamford Hill and the old Overport Police Station.
In 1964 he was transferred by way of promotion to
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the Bellair Road Police Station as a Chief Sergeant.
His success at the different Police Stations has
undoubtedly won him a lot of practical experience
in the field of police duties.
It all happened in 1965 when an Indian Township
was being built at Chatsworth. Major Pillai, then a
Chief Sergeant was appointed as Station Commander on 18 September, 1965. During his office
as Station Commander, he was supervised by
Captain S M Smith for 6 months and by the late
Warrant Officer Dicks for 1 year. His aptitude in
command and discipline earned him the rank of
Special Grade Chief Sergeant in 1967.
In 1970 he was one of the first two Indian members to be promoted to the rank of Lieutenant.
Besides his achievements in an official capacity,
he also qualified himself academically by engaging
himself as a part time student at the M L Sultan
Technical College and later with the University of
South Africa. Major Pillai who began his career
with a Standard VI now has 16 subjects to his
credit in the B Proc Degree. He attained distinctions in both official languages. His dedication
made his career a success and at the same time
he mowed a path for his followers.

should be the minimum qualification for enrolment
in the S A Police Force. All other professions require this qualification.
PERSONAL THANKS
I would like to thank the following people who
made my career a success:
1.1 To my wife – Her dedication and encouragement did much to further my career.
1.2 To Mr THI Labuschagne – Station Commander at Bloemfontein and whose present rank I
do not know – This gentleman encouraged and
helped me in my studies. I would appreciate a letter from you please.
1.3 All District Commandants, past present, No.
76 (Durban West) District, especially Brigadier A
Jordaan for his help and keenness and under who
I had served for a number of years.”
See next page for the article.

With the increase in population at Chatsworth
there was a corresponding increase in staff. Major
Pillai did much to promote discipline and order
amongst his men. He was promoted to the rank of
Captain on 1 June 1974.
During May 1977 he was transferred from Chatsworth to Non – European Training Depot, Wentworth. He served as Station Commander at Chatsworth for approximately 12 years. He was promoted to his present rank on 1 April 1977.
Being conversant with both official languages
made his career possible. “Hy skryf soos hy praat”.
Major Pillai turned 50 years in 1977. He attended
the MK Ghandi School in his youth. He married in
1954 and has six children. His wife is his idol of
inspiration.
PERSONAL OPINION
During my stay at Chatsworth and my current stay
at Wentworth Police College, I have been given
100% co-operation by my colleagues.
I deem the Police Force as a noble profession to
choose as a career. This, of course, depends entirely on the individual. In my opinion, matriculation

Photograph 54
Courtesy the Pillai family.
Captain M Chetty and Major Pillai in discussion on
the SA Police Indian Training College, Wentworth.
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Photograph 55
Major Pillai, Commanding Officer, SA Police, Indian College, Wentworth in a planning session with
Lieutenant DJ Lamech (Drill & Musketry Supervisor) Courtesy the Pillai family.
Insert by Kogi – a daughter of Col Pillai
"Hi Janet
I have read the write up. Actually, detailed information is contained in articles published at the
time of Daddy's achievements. I don't have any of
that print media.
Just some observations.
Our parents were married in September 1950.
Name: Subramonia Pillai.
Date of birth: 10 February 1927
Date of death: 5 December 1982, 2 months before his 55th birthday
Can't be sure of factual content.
Regards
Kogi"

wrestling, boxing in his youth and had a well-toned
body.
Great swimmer and in his late fifties did about 35
to 50 laps at the Merebank pool His form of relaxation was long drives and weekends at the Drakensberg.
His ultimate favourite was a typical South African
braai He always had a wicked sense of humour
and a very mischievous nature.
He was a simple and humble man very honest and
always did everything by “The book”. He never believed in any form of bribery or corruption and was
a very sincere person.
His promotions were always earned and could
have been faster so to speak.
A loving father who provided well for his family.
If I think of anything else i will let you know.
Pinkie Pakkir"

Insert of Pinkie Pakkir – a daughter of Col Pillai
"Hi Jan.
Some pointers.
He was a keen sportsman and believed a healthy
body and mind was the key to a long life He always exercised every morning did weightlifting,
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Image 21
Caption
In the picture Brigadier Jan Visser is seen with
them (from left) Lieut. Matura, Major S Pillai and
W.O. Mathura.
Transcript
Four brothers were among several policemen who
received long service medals from the Divisional
Commissioner for Natal, Brigadier Jan Visser, at
the Wentworth Police Training College this week.
Lieut. Ray Mathura, head of the Chatsworth CID
and his brother, Warrant Officer Dhawcharan Muthura of Stanger have between them more than 50
years of service.
The other brothers to receive service awards were
Captain Moonsamy Govender, Station Commander of Chatsworth, and Captain Soobramony Govender.

Photograph 57
Platoon 31, January 1980 to July 1980 is the Platoon that passed out on the day in question. Courtesy Captain Mike Vadivaloo.

Photograph 56
Captain Mike Vadivaloo was a member
of the respective
platoon. Courtesy
Capt Mike Vadivaloo.
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Image 22
Media Clipping
Passing Out & Medal Parade 1980.
Transcript
"Sunday Tribune, July 28, 1980
The Passing Parade
The Divisional Commissioner of Police for Port Natal, Brig. Jan Visser, warned this week the South
African Police had become the prime target of
Marxists bent on overthrowing the Government.
He was speaking at a passing out parade at the
Wentworth Police Training College, where 36
young Indian men graduated.
Brigadier Visser said it was no secret that Marxists
had their sights on South Africa as their next step
towards world domination.
"History has that the first step is to overthrow law
and order. We would therefore be foolhardy to believe the police are not our enemy's main target."
Above: Major S Pillai addressed the gathering at
the Wentworth police station (college).
Below: Constable J Nadasen received the trophy
for the most outstanding student of the year.
Defective Sgt. Krish Chetty receives a medal from
Brigadier Visser for combating terrorism."

Photo 58
D/WO K Chetty
Photograph courtesy Chetty Family
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Photo 59
Troop Photo: Platoon No 3 1964
Photograph courtesy WO Sham Singh
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Image 23
"Gen. Mike Geldenhuys, Commissioner of Police,
takes the salute at a march-past of 73 Indian Policemen who passed out of the SAP Wentworth
Training College at Wentworth yesterday. With him
on the dais are (from left) Brig Jan Visser, Divisional Commissioner of Political for Port Natal; Mrs
Sybil Holtz, Mayor of Durban, and Col S Pillay
(Pillai), Officer Commanding the training college."

Photograph 62
General HG de Witt, Commissioner of SA Police.
Gen HG de Witt was a former Divisional Commissioner for the SA Police in Port Natal and a very
popular officer amongst all who served under him.
Photograph 60 & 60A
It appears that Lieutenant General Kobus Visser
(?) hands over a medal Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai
during a parade. An unknown Brigadier and Lieutenant-Colonel looking on.

Photograph 61
Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai; unidentified Brigadier
and Lieutenant-Colonel standing on the Parade
Ground outside the office of the Commanding Officer, SA Police College, Wentworth.
Photo courtesy of the Pillai Family.

Image 24
CaptionThe first Indian woman officer in the
South African Police, Warrant Officer Indera
Chetty, with her new boss, Colonel Subramania Pillay, head of the police training college at
Wentworth
Transcript
INDERA LEADS NEW RECRUITS
Daily News Reporter
A BA degree and honours in criminology helped
Mrs Indera Chetty of Merebank, Durban, to be
chosen as one of the first Indian women officer in
the South African Police.
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Mrs Chetty, who was the rank of warrant officer,
was chosen for the position from more than 50 applicants. She will be responsible for training the
new Indian police women recruits at Cato Manor.
Photograph 63 (Left)
Brigadier
(f)
Indira
Chetty,
Commanding
Officer, Indian Female
College, Cato Manor;
Later Commanding Officer Pretoria Police
College. Courtesy Brigadier (f) I Chetty.
Photograph 64 (Below)
Pillai and his dear wife
Vimla and grandson
Kyle, circa 1982.
Courtesy the Pillai family.

gentleman at that.
The 2nd in charge at that time was the late Colonel Soobramoney Govender.
Other Officers were Colonel Munsamy Govender
and Papa Nair.
Colonel Pillai was thereafter transferred to the
Wentworth Police Training College (not sure of the
year).
Sorry Logan - that's basically what I can furnish to
you.
Thank you.
Pat.”
Initially I did not want to include this message from
Neela Naidoo but after careful thought and consideration I include as this is important information
about Pillai.
"...I am thinking about this. “I just want to share
something with u that he told me himself. His father abandoned him and his mother when he was
very little and returned to India. His mother worked
very hard and gave him the best of everything. In
those days when hardly any of the children wore
shoes, she ensured that he had a pair of shoes to
wear. Sadly, after his mother's death his woes began. When he stayed with his uncle there was no
space inside the house and he had to sleep outside. When it rained, he used to push himself as
far as possible against the wall to avoid getting
wet. I remember this because it really touched me.
He used to talk about his mother like she just recently passed on. After He recovered from his 1st
heart attack, he told me that he had a dream
where his mother came to him and told him that
his time was not yet and that when the time was
right, she will come herself to fetch him. It seems
so unfair that when his life came together with a
loving wife and family, he couldn’t stay to enjoy his
life.” How sad!

“I met Colonel Pillai in the year 1974 at the old
Bayview Police Station.

Insert by Ms Neela Naidoo
Unfortunately, we are not in possession of a photograph of Neela Naidoo. She joined SAP in June
1971 at Bayview Chatsworth. She was later transferred to Wentworth Police Indian Training College
where she also worked as an Administrative Assistant alongside Colonel Pillai, Lieutenant General
Morgan Chetty. During 1983 I encountered Neela
during my basic training and she was regarded as
a competent and efficient person. She was highly
regarded for her intelligence, diligence, faithfulness and loyalty towards the Police. She has since
retired with almost 40 years of loyal service.

He was the Station Commander at that time.
It was through his recommendation that I was employed in the SAP, to which I am eternally grateful.
Colonel Pillai was an upright policeman, and a

“Hi Logan
I first came into contact with Col Pillai during
March 1971 when I went to the Chatsworth police
station for an interview for a clerical position. I
started work at the station in June 1971. At the

Unfortunately, no photograph of Pat Reddy, administrative assistant, Unit 2, Bayview Chatsworth
and new station, Chatsworth is available. She
joined the SAP 1974, Chatsworth, Durban Central,
etc. Retired 2020. 46 years Meritorious, loyal and
dedicated service. Wow! An amazing achievement. Congratulations. Well done!
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time Col Pillai held the rank of Special Grade Chief
Sergeant. I think his 2IC was Col S Govender. Col
R Munsamy was the station clerk. I think they held
Senior Sergt rank at that time. The CID head was
K Rajgopaul. I'm not sure but I think he also held
the
rank
of
Sp
Gr
Chief
Sergt.
Col Pillai was a very strict disciplinarian. He demanded 100 % accuracy in his work. There was
an interleading door between his office and the
charge office. If he found any mistakes during his
morning inspection the registers will go flying into
the CO. On a cold winters morning the boys will be
sweating in there. The van driver will be instructed
to pick up the culprit who blundered during the
night shift to sort out the mistake.
When it came to admin work, he went thru the reports with a fine-tooth comb. If there was the tiniest of mistake, he will find it. So, retype, manual
typewriter, carbon copies, make another mistake,
retype. ...
When it came to running of the station, he was
very particular because he had a point to prove.
Our inspection reports from District H/Q found no
major discrepancies.
There were no major crimes in Chatsworth during
that time, mostly petty crimes such as theft, possession and sale of dagga, assault, etc. A few
murders and house-breakings.
Our working conditions were deplorable. This is
another story for another day I can’t remember the
year Col Pillai suffered his 1st heart attack. After
he recovered, he was transferred to Wentworth
College. I think at this time he held the rank of
Lieutenant.
I was transferred to the college during Feb or
March 1981. He was a completely changed man.
Gone was the officer who threw registers around
and some were terrified of. I say some because if
u were honest and did your work sincerely, he was
your best friend. I must mention, however, that his
relationship with the public was very good. Lots of
people came to him for advice.
At the College Gen Chetty was his 2IC and in
charge of physical training and Capt Lamech was
in charge of drill.

bers who had just completed their basic police
training and knew absolutely nothing about music.
He arranged for someone from the Navy band to
tutor them and they rose to become one of the finest military and dance bands in Durban.
He told me his next ambition was to establish a
non-white police garage. There was a suspicion
that vehicles attached to stations manned by nonwhites were not prioritised for repairs.
I think our passing-out parades were well known
for the high standard of displays. Our chief guests
were usually high-ranking officers from H/O or politicians (ministers, etc). This was the most distressing part and which really got to the Col. After all
the stress and hard work that they put in, on the
day of the P.O. parade our officers were left out in
the cold. The provincial and district officers became the hosts. This is what got to him and what
caused him to have a second heart attack after
that particular Passing Out parade. He looked very
harassed and stressed during that time. I don't really know what transpired at that time.
At the time he held the rank of Lieut-Col and was
on the verge of being promoted to full Col.
Up until then his health was very good. Infact his
Dr told him that if he threw away his xrays and
sent him to a new Dr he’ll never guess that he was
a heart patient.
He loved swimming and ensured he did this every
morning.
I'll give u some facts of some of the frustrations the
we had to contend with during those dark years.
Just for your information. When our vehicles got
boarded the new replacements will be taken by
whoever we fell under and their old vehicles will be
sent to us. The same thing happened with typewriters etc. You wait for years for boarding and
end up with others scrap.
I must mention that he was like a father to me and
when he passed away, I lost a father.
Can't think of anything else now but if anything
comes to mind I will msg u. If u need to know anything else please let me know. Will help where I
can
Regards
Neela”

He pushed for the recruitment of Indian female officers. I'm not sure but I think the 1st batch started
their training during the 2nd half of 1981.
Col Pillai was instrumental in the establishment of
the police band. The band was made up of memNONGQAI VOL 11 NO 12A SPECIAL EDITION 2020
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Photograph 65
Captain Rajoo Ellappan in uniform.

Image 25 (left)
Captain Pillai. Chairman
(S.A.A.W. Union)
Courtesy of Captain Rajoo Ellapan

Captain Rajoo Ellapan,
affectionately known as
“Tiger” by all. He joined
SAP at Chatsworth in
1969. He was drafted
by Colonel Pillai into
the College as a Musketry and Range Officer in 1977. He
served at Chatsworth,
Durban Vice Squad
and Wentworth and
Chatsworth Police Indian Training Colleges. A
prominent Wrestling personality of Durban. Competed against numerous overseas guests. Retired
with over 40 years of service. Vice Chairperson of
the Shallcross Ratepaying Association and involved in community work and coaching children
to swim and in wrestling during his retirement.

Image 26 (Below)

“I encountered Colonel S Pillai in 1970 when I was
transferred to Chatsworth after my basic training at
Wentworth Police Indian Training College.
I used to chauffeur Pillai wherever he went on official duties. I was later “transferred to Durban Vice
Squad in 1971 under General Basie Smit (LGGeneral Smit was one of the guest speakers at my
Candidate Officer’s Course in 1986. He spoke
widely about theft of motor vehicles in SA and their
sale within the African continent.) In 1973 Pillai
made representations to have me returned to the
station as I was involved in training members in
Martial Arts, Karate and Judo. I was also his personal amateur wrestling coach.
During 1977 he instructed that I report to the Police College in Wentworth as he had just taken
Command of The Wentworth Police Indian Training College. After Warrant Officer Reiner’s departure from the College, Pillay appointed me to assume his duties. I became the Musketry and
Range Officer.
Through regular and persistent training Pillai developed into an accomplished swimmer, body
builder and wrestler. His keen interest and enthusiasm for the sport caused him to be elected the
President of the SA Indian Amateur Wrestling Federation based in Durban.
At the Police College at Wentworth he introduced
Wrestling, Judo and Swimming into the Training
Curriculum.”

Transcript
"Message from Chairman of South African Amateur Wrestling Union
As Chairman of the newly formed South African
Amateur Wrestling Union, it gives me a warm feeling of goodwill to write a message on the occasion
of the Open International Games in South Africa.
The Open International Games in South Africa
marks a dramatic breakthrough in the field of sport
and a tremendous advancement for sporting opportunities, more especially for the Non-Whites in
South Africa. The ability to change and the adaptation to change is an indication of a nation's maturity and advancement, I can foresee this happening
in South Africa, not only in the field of sports and
sporting activities, but also in other fields of human
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activities and endeavour.

from L-R - Ramsaroop (Major
General);
Captain
Govindsamy Reddy; Reddy;
Captain Rajoo Ellapan.
Rear row standing, L-R - J
Moodley; unknown member
from Pietermaritzburg; Morris
Moodley (Brigadier); VA Govender.

The formation of the South African Amateur Wrestling Union as an autonomous body is another
glaring example of the tremendous speed at which
changes are taking place in our country as time is
grinding its inexplorable way forward.
As regards the wrestling body itself I must admit
that vast progress has been made ever since its
inception years ago. The enthusiasm displayed by
the wrestlers under training has been most encouraging, and augur well for this type of sport in
South Africa, as well as overseas through international participation.
My team of wrestlers will be participating in this
year's Open Games and my message to them is to
show the best and reveal their true worth.
In conclusion I take this opportunity of thanking the
South African Amateur Wrestling Federation and
the Department of Indian Affairs for the interest
shown towards our Union - as Jan Brand put
it. "...Alles sal reg kom as elkeen sy plig doen."
Photograph 66
Amateur Wrestling Team.
Front row seated, from L - R - Ramsaroop (Major
General); Captain Govindsamy Reddy; Lieutenant

Reddy; Captain Rajoo Ellapan.
Rear row standing, L - R - J Moodley; unknown
member from Pietermaritzburg; Morris Moodley
(Brigadier); VA Govender.

Insert by
Ellapan

Captain

Rajoo

"Amateur wrestling began with troops 21 and 22 in
1974 at Wentworth Training Depot. I used to train
the students every Wednesday. In 1975 a team
was selected to participate in amateur wrestling in
Pretoria. The tournament took place on the 21,
22, 23 August 1974 at Milner Park, Johannesburg."
Image 27
Trek's First Multinational Amateur Wrestling
Championships.
21; 22; 23 August 1976.
Cover of the programme. Courtesy Captain Rajoo
Ellapan.
Image 28
The South African
Amateur Wrestling
Union.
Image
courtesy of Captain Rajoo Ellapan.
Front row seated
from – L - R Captain
Rajoo
Ellappan (Trainer
& Coach); Colonel
S
Pillai
(Chairman); Norman.
Rear row standing
from - L-R Brigadier
Tod
Nundall;
General Kanna
Naidoo;
Naicker;
Moodley; Kalideen; Bhailall; General Kripal Ramsaroop.

Photograph 67 (Top Right)
Brigadier Morris Moodley.
Insert by Brigadier Morris Moodley
"The undermentioned information supplied by
Moodley. In 1976, we were the first Indian police
team that wrestled with international-police members. I was knocked out in the semi-finals.
The tournament was held at a gymnasium in
Milner Park, Johannesburg. Front row seated,
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Image 29

Pillai visited our home in Pietermaritzburg whilst
on his way to Albert Falls.
Later we met at The Wentworth Police College before a Passing Out Parade when I accompanied
my Dad to the Police College.
My Dad and I travelled to his home to pay respects
to his family upon his sudden passing on. May his
soul RIP.
He drafted into the staff reasonably qualified instructors’ tutors to equip the first line of defence in
our country regarding Indian Policemen. Rajoo
Ellappan an amateur champion wrestler, Sarvanan
Govender a prominent Brown Belt (1qyu) karate
Instructor and Sakkie Govender who was an accomplished Logistics and Accounting person.
Insert of Captain Sakkie Govender

Photograph 69
Captain Sakkie Govender

Photograph 68
Sergeant Mariemuthu Irusan (LG - My Dad)
(Father of Logan Govender)
My Dad was also a police Sergeant in the 1970’s.
He was related to Detective Sergeant Govender
who was based at Chatsworth Detectives. They
called each other “Cuzzie”. Both appeared to have
a close relationship with each other. My opinion of
Sergeant Govender, my uncle was that he was a
deeply religious and good-hearted man who won't
even harm a fly.
Govender appeared to know Sergeant Subramoni
Pillai extremely well as they worked and lived within the same community. My Dad would on occasions visit him at Chatsworth Police Station and
spend time with both him and Pillai.
On one particular Saturday in the 1970’s Colonel

Captain S Govender, affectionately known as Sakkie by everyone, joined SAP in 1968 at Tongaat,
Warrant Officer Schourie was his Station Commander. He served at a number of stations and
was later the Station Clerk in Isipingo. Due to his
vast skills, expertise and experience in Government Property, Stores and Armoury. (LG-Whilst
undergoing my basic training in 1983, Captain utilized me extensively in the College Armoury and
General Administrative Duties. He was kind had
much empathy for the students who trained under
extremely difficult conditions.) He served as the
Accounting Officer (the first Indian in the SAP) at
both Wentworth and Chatsworth. He retired after
38 years of service. Captain is actively involved in
his community in Civic Affairs and relief for the underprivileged.
“Whilst stationed at SAP Isipingo, Colonel Subramonia Pillai was sent by the District Commandant’s office to Inspect the Isipingo Police Station
in 1980. After the inspection he was impressed
with the manner in which the station was being
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run. The Station Commander Warrant Officer
Barker was indisposed at the time.
After the inspection, Colonel Pillai called the Station Commander and requested that I be released
for better service to the Police College where he
was the Commanding Officer. My Station Commander agreed to release me as the prospects of
my promotion will be better. Shortly after that I was
transferred to SA Police, Indian Training College,
Wentworth as their Accounting Officer and remained there till my retirement.
The Colonel was an upright, forthright and disciplined officer. He stood head and shoulders above
many other commissioned and non-commissioned
officers that I worked with. He was a person of integrity and character. I acquired much from working alongside him at the Wentworth Police Indian
Training College that held me in good stead as a
commissioned officer of the South African Police.
Pillai detested corrupt and or dishonest policemen.
I am eternally grateful to him. He was a strict disciplinarian and a no-nonsense officer. Pillai had
much to offer with his expert legal knowledge and
great sense of wisdom.”
Photograph 70
Brigadier
Natty
(NG) Govender
Insert of Brigadier
Natty (NG) Govender: Colonel S Pillai

urb of Durban.

I met Colonel S
Pillai in AUGUST
1980 when I reported for basic
police training at
the
Wentworth
SAP Indian Training College, a sub-

Prior to basic training I was stationed for three
months at SAP Umhlali, the Station Commander of
which was at the rank level of Warrant Officer.
Whilst at SAP Umhlali I had not come across a
Commissioned Officer and therefore the highest
rank I had known until I reported to the College
was that of Warrant Officer. The first thing that
caught my attention was the shining stars and castle on the shoulders of Colonel Pillai and the other
two Commissioned Officers stationed at the College. At that stage Col Pillai held the rank of Major
which I later learnt was the highest amongst the
Indian Community. I also learnt that Col Pillai was
in fact the Commanding Officer of the College.

At the time of my reporting for basic training I was
already 22 years old and held other jobs previously. With more life experience than most of the other trainees, I was naturally more mentally mature
in my approach in my new environment. I was curiously observant of everything around me, in particular the staff of the College. Col Pillai stood out
amongst all other College staff. He always smarts
and striking in his uniform, always dressed in formal long sleeve shirts with tie. His approach was
that of a Statesman.
One week after our reporting for training and after
our induction, uniform provision etc was concluded, our formal training which consisted of theory
and practical aspects of Police Administration,
Law, Physical Training, Foot and Rifle Drill as well
as Musketry commenced. Col Pillai was our lecturer in common law. This, I found to be unusual as
he was the Commanding Officer and would have
been occupied with the managing of the College
leaving him with very little time for anything else.
However, I learnt that he was a B Proc graduate
and had a passion for the subject and a desire to
impart his knowledge to the trainees.
True to his passion, he stood head and shoulders
above the other lecturers/ instructors. We simply
enjoyed the manner in which he conducted the
lecture. While sleep deprivation was prevalent at
the College and trainees usually fell asleep during
lectures, none did so when Col was presenting his
lectures. He made his subject very interesting by
linking the theory to practical policing. He reminded me of one of my favourites, very highly competent teachers in Primary School and I took a particular interest in Common Law so much so that I
performed very well in the examinations. Unbeknown to me, Col Pillai began taking note of me
during my course of training.
As I was very impressed with Col Pillai, I also began to observe everything he did in College from
the way he held his pen, his command of both the
English and Afrikaans spoken and written language to the way he walked and carried himself in
uniform. I said to myself that this is one man that is
worthwhile of emulation and I therefore absorbed
as much as I possibly could from him.
In the second month of our training and before he
got to know me better, Col Pillai met with each
trainee individually to inform us of our placement
once we graduate. He informed me that my placement was SAPS Kliptown in the then Transvaal. I
was shocked as I expected to return to my Station
of origin. I therefore respectfully protested with valid reasons, not knowing that he was not the decision maker. I clearly remember that he was visibly
cross with me, firmly stating that I will go to
Kliptown. When I left his office, I was very con-
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cerned that I might be treated badly after this incident. However, to my surprise I was treated no differently from other trainees. In fact, by the 5th
month of our training Col Pillai approached me and
informed me that in view of the fact that the college was going to expand its intake of trainees after we graduated, a vacancy has been created for
an instructor and he was desirous of appointing
me as an instructor to lecture the subject that he
was lecturing. I cannot explain my feeling as I regarded this as a very great honour. I also felt
much relief that I would not have to report to
Kliptown, leaving my parents. My respect for Col
Pillai grew by leaps and bounds after this incident
as I feared that my protest regarding my placement would have negative consequences on me.
Col Pillai had communicated his intention to Head
Office, expecting to receive a response before our
graduation. However, this did not materialize and I
was very disappointed. I accepted my fate and informed my parents of the situation and informed
them to bring me a suitcase when they attended
my graduation. In the morning of my graduation
Col Pillai called me and informed me not to worry
as even after I reported to Kliptown he would make
sure that I am transferred back to the College as
he intended. He gave me hope that as the Minister
and Commissioner of Police were going to attend
the graduation, he will create an opportunity to discuss this matter with them.
My parents attended the graduation bringing me
the suitcase. As in my case, they were happy that I
had graduated but very concerned and sad that I
was going to leave them. At the end of the graduation my parents left knowing that they wouldn’t
see me for a long time.
After hosting the dignitaries to lunch, Col Pillai returned to the college and called for me. He gave
me the best news I had ever received in the College. True to his word, he had discussed my issue
of placement with the Commissioner who approved my placement at the College with immediate effect, nullifying the transfer to Kliptown. I there
and then committed myself to supporting Col Pillai to the best of my ability for all that he had done
for me.
On my appointment as instructor, he sat me down
and inducted me into the role and responsibilities
of an instructor. I knew that this is the man that I
had to follow if I was to make a success of my career. He showed interest in my affairs in the same
way that my father did and I was extremely grateful there for. He guided me in the presentation of
lectures in Common Law and sat in the class while
I did so in order to support me and determine as to
whether I was ready to proceed on my own. I re-

member an incident where when he noticed that
my mode of transport was a motor bike, he sat me
down indicating that he is concerned of my wellbeing and the danger that is prevalent in riding a motor cycle. He advised that he will be very much at
ease if I replaced the motorbike with a motor car. I
took his advice and immediately replaced the motorbike with a car.
Apart from being an instructor, I was his official
driver. Considering his high rank, status and professional demeanour, I was uncomfortable being
with him, not knowing if I will be able to communicate on his level while driving him around. However, he made me feel at ease and I soon was able
to communicate and interact with him professionally. It was during these trips that I learnt a lot informally and realized the amount of respect that all
police officers of all races had for him.
Amongst the many advices that Col Pillai had given me which have shaped my life in the Police
and in my private life the following have stood me
in good stead well into retirement:
He advised all trainees who joined the SAP after
the age of 18 years to “purchase their pension
back to age 16” which we did at a cost of R30.00 a
month even though we did not clearly understand
the implications. Although this amount was quite
significant considering the meagre salary that we
earned at that stage, we simply accepted his advice owing to the trust we had in him. It was only
towards my retirement that I fully understood the
implications of this advice nl. whilst I retired with
38 years of actual service, the fact that I had purchased pension of 6 years, my pensionable service was calculated at 44 years which provided me
with a higher monthly.
He also advised us to focus on studying as soon
as we graduated from the college, which I did. This
has contributed to my personal as well as career
development after my obtaining various qualifications. My quality of life also improved as I attained
higher ranks in the SAP/SAPS.
During the period I served under Col Pillai, he
treated me with much respect and trusted me with
many important tasks and responsibilities at the
College. I saw him as a father who was interested
in the welfare of his son and I therefore never hesitated to accept any form of advice whether on
work related or private matters.
I got to like Col Pillai very much and was devastated when he passed on at a considerably young
age. It was most unexpected as he was exceptionally active both physically and mentally. He was an
exceptional swimmer and ensured that he swam
regularly. Most of the younger people were no
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competition for him. His passing came immediately
after a year end function of the College Staff. I noted that he thoroughly enjoyed himself witnessing
the various performances presented by the staff. It
was the first time since I had known him that I saw
and heard him laugh uncontrollably, considering
that he always presented a firm face during work.
Sadly, I didn’t know that this would also be his last
laugh.
I vividly remember his official funeral. I participated
in the leading detachment (guard of honour) led by
the late Capt Lamech. I remember how each Commissioned Officer from all the armed forces approached the grave and gave a final salute. I remember the Police Band which he established
playing the LAST POST and REVELLE in his honour and said to myself “THIS WAS A MAN”. In his
honour I crafted a table shield with a brass plaque
with the words “IT WILL TAKE MOST MEN MANY
LIFETIMES TO ACHIEVE WHAT THIS MAN HAS
ACHIEVED IN ONE LIFETIME.”

This plaque which occupied a prominent place on
my table inspired me every morning. I eventually
presented it to the family of Col Pillai. However, I
have one regret, I should have crafted his shield
and presented same to Col Pillai whilst he was still
alive. At least he would have known how much he
had contributed to my life and just how much I appreciated him.
(LG - To this day our dear Colonel is revered, remembered and spoken highly of. He passed on
more than 35 years ago. May his soul RIP. A Hero
Gone but NOT Forgotten! The life of Pillai served
as an inspiration and motivation for Indians in the
force. Many hours of work went into this but it is
well worth the while.)
"Hardships often prepare ordinary people for an
extraordinary destiny..." – Anon
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During my tenure as regional Commander of Police Dogs in Natal. I came to know Lieut. General
Morgan Chetty. At that stage he was the Commander of SAP Wentworth Training College. Invited to the college on many occasions. It was during
these times that Morgan would, at times, speak
about Col. Pillai who had been the previous Commander, and Morgan his second in command.
It was Morgan Chetty who requested that I look
into admitting Indian Members into the ranks of
SAP Patrol Dog Handlers. That was the beginning
of the first Indian Policemen becoming Police Dog
Handlers.
Photograph 71
Brigadier Stan Gillham and his dear late wife,
Francis
End Word
By Brigadier Stan Gillham former Commanding
Officer of SA Police Dog School, Pretoria
I was approached by the author, Colonel Logan Govender, to write a post script regarding this article that he has crafted. The article concerns the life of “Legendary Colonel Subramonia
Pillai”.
I have known Col Govender for more than 20 odd
years, when he was a Lieutenant stationed at SAP
Mountain Rise. It did not take me long, after having met him, to realize his potential and value as a
commissioned officer. Logan was, and still is, a
level headed, devoted and disciplined person and
has made an impressive case in honouring Col
Pillai.

I which to congratulate Col Govender on the magnificent article that he has written. He has done a
wonderful and exhausting job in thoroughly researching the life of Col Pillai. One can only express deep admiration in what Col Pillai achieved
in his lifetime and sorrow that his life was so short,
that prevented him from achieving what I am sure
was his ultimate goal.
S Gillham

The story that this article reveals is amazing and
demonstrates that nothing is impossible. Col Pillai
raised himself from being an orphan in rags, to become an important and respected member of the
community as well as the SAP. This did not come
easy but rather through pure grit, determination
and belief in himself and his abilities.
In reading this article I find that I can identify with
parts of his life story. I, myself, was stationed at
Stamford Hill in the early 1960” s and am almost
sure that Col Pillai could also have been there during my time.
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Copies of the following historical documents are attached:
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Annexure “B”
Annexure “C”
Annexure “D”
Vote of Thanks: Brig HB Heymans
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Annexure “A”
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Annexure “B”
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Annexure “C”
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Annexure “D”
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Attachment
Vote of Thanks: HB Heymans (Brig SAP Ret)
I would be Hy was ‘n voorloper - ’n ware followed by Col S Pillai.
Today we should rememfailing in my pionier
wat
teen
alle ber these pioneers who
duty as a For- verwagtinge as weeskind die
discovered the road to the
mer
Senior hoogste beskikbare pos in die top.
Officer, Gen- SA Polisie bereik het. Hy het
tleman
and hom ook akademies in die I knew Col Pillai when he
was a lieutenant at SAP
Lay
Police regte bekwaam!
Chatsworth and even
Historian if I
then he impressed me!
do not thank Hy was ‘n ware rolmodel! Sy
He could easily have
Col Logan Pil- soort was min gesaai.
been the first brigadier or
lay for this gimajor-general in the SA
gantic report, which is of Police if it was not for his untimely death. He was
immense value to our a man from humble beginnings that reached the
top, he was a man of discipline and character! It is
South African Police
a privilege to be associated with him and therefore
History.
a honour to add these few lines!
From experience I know
it is not easy to gather
information of a deceased, illustrious, historical person. Family,
colleagues and friends easily promise to respond
but in practice fail to do so! In this case Logan
Govender went from pillar to post to gather photographs, anecdotes, images and press cuttings.

On the top of the seniority list
(See below)

As editor of the Nongqai I commend Logan Govender for the excellent research in this case that
warranted a Special Edition of the Nongqai to
honour the memory of Col S Pillai.
For years I have been mulling about the situation
around Col S Pillai; as I know from research and
from police practice that he was the most senior
‘non-white’ police officer in South Africa—there
was nobody before him—not even in the SA Defence Force or Prisons' Department.
Const E Subham
The first Indians came to South Africa (Natal) during 1860. A year later Const E Subham was the
first Indian to join the police. He attested on 30
August 1861. The number of Indian policemen
reached seven by the year 1882.
The Pioneers
The Indian pioneers in the policing scene without
a shadow of doubt is Const E Subham and he is

I salute his memory!
Lest we Forget!
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Above: Incidentally General Hillary Schroder was
a troop mate of my Father—HBH
Right: Thanks Jenny Bosch!

I have read Dr EM Poodhun’s thesis: THE
ROLE OF INDIAN POLICEMEN IN THE
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE FORCE by EDWARD EMMANUEL POODHUN.
In the introduction he pays homage to Col S
Pillai: “Posthumously, I offer my gratitude to
the late Lt. Col. S. Pillai who was Officer
Commanding, South African Police Training
College, Austerville, Durban, for the many
long hours he had spent reading through the
manuscript and for the constructive suggestions he had offered.” [The post office was
Austerville but the police station and police
college were in Wentworth – HBH]
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SLOT | END
Dear reader

Geagte leser

Please note that in this quasi-historical
magazine we make use of various
sources and consequently it is obvious
that the document contains various diverse and personal
opinions of different people and the author of the Nongqai
cannot be held responsible or be liable in
his personal capacity.

Vir hierdie kwasiehistoriese tydskrif maak
ons van verskeie bronne gebruik en bevat
die dokument uiteraard uiteenlopende en
diverse
persoonlike
menings
van
verskillende persone en die opsteller van
die Nongqai kan nie in sy persoonlike
hoedanigheid daarvoor verantwoordelik of
aanspreeklik gehou word nie.

© 2020 Brig. HB Heymans (SAP Ret.)
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