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BRIG. FANIE BOUWER 

Voorwoord 
Ek het voor-af insae gehad tot hierdie spesiale uitgawe van Nongqai Volume 11 Nr. 6A. 
 
Hierdie uitgawe word spesiaal uitgereik om die insiggewende en besonderse in-diepte navorsing in 
4 onder-afdelings deur kaptein André van Ellinckhuyzen daar uit KZN se wêreld vir ons hierin te 
publiseer sodat ook dít vir die nageslag bewaar kan bly. Hy is 'n man wat 'n passie het vir ons 
geskiedenis. 
 
Kaptein van Ellinckhuyzen se plaaslike, historiese navorsing word deur die redakteur hiervan, 
brigadier Hennie Heymans, onder as volg gelys om u 'n idee te gee wat om te verwag: 
 
1. Pottershill Murders (Gepleeg deur ene Stephen Swart); 
2. Police Silver Cross: 
3. WW2 - Lt  MGT Ferreuea SAAF); en 
4. Sergeant Major Percy Coupe 
 
Ek wil graag dan van meet af vir kaptein van Ellinckhuyzen spesiaal geluk wens met die werk wat 
hy gedoen het en tyd wat hy gespandeer het om hierdie geskiedenisverhale na te vors en die 
materiaal op volledige en indrukwekkende wyse aan ons te weergee - vanaf koerantartikels, 
polisieverslae, foto's en talle ander geskiedkundige bronne. 
 
Ek het byvoorbeeld 'n redelike, maar oppervlakkige kennis gehad van die sg. Potterhill-moorde 
gepleeg deur ene Stephan Swart op daardie 'swart dag' van 6 Mei 1927 in ons geskiedenis. 
 
Of so het ek altans gedink. 
 
Die navorsing wat u onder gaan (moét) lees, gaan vir u weer op 'n 'bloedige pad' neem om aan 
hierdie historiese tragedie op 'n baie meer volledige manier herinner te word. 
 
Dit is een van daardie verhale waar mens nie gesteur wil word nie as jy dit begin lees. 
 
En veral sit dit 'n mens weer aan die wonder oor die hoofkarakter van hierdie tragedie, as ek Stephan 
Swart só mag noem, as mens - veral as mens lees oor presies wat hy als op daardie gewelddadige 
dag aangevang het. 
 
As mens so aan die Pottershill-moorde herinner word, is dit seker die middelpunt van waarskynlik 
een van die mees bisarre moorddramas in die geskiedenis van Suid-Afrika. En een van geen 
hofsaak daarna nie, maar wel toe een van die grootste geregtelike ondersoeke (in ons polisietaal 
daarna in kort verwys as die 'GO') wat 'n Landdros ooit oor moes beslis. 
 
Mens sal uit die aard van saak nooit weet nie, maar mens wonder net weer wat sy unieke 
psigiatriese/sielkundige profiel was? En wat het byvoorbeeld die kameel se rug vir hom gebreek op 
daardie dag? Anders gestel: Wat was sy achilleshiel - die kwesbare plek of die swak punt in sy 
karakter? Lees egter verder daarvan ondertoe en besluit self. 
Sonder om in die fynere detail van die ander gebeure in die 3 ander onder-afdelings hieronder uiteen 
gesit, in te gaan, nooi ek u tog om daardie aangrypende verhale ook deeglik deur te lees. 
 
Ten laaste dan: 
 
Ten opsigte van hierdie verhale in hierdie Nongqai, kan mens dan net sê: Mag die helde van die 
verlede, foute en al, tog helderder as die skurke in ons kollektiewe geskiedenis voortleef. 
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ADMINISTRATION | ADMINISTRASIE 

 

Publisher | Uitgewer 
The Nongqai is compiled by Hennie Heymans (HBH) a retired Brigadier of the late South African 
Police Force and this e-magazine is published on ISSUU. Hennie lives in Pretoria, ZA. He is 
passionate about our police-, military- and national security history and holds a MA-degree in 
National Strategic Studies. Any opinions expressed by him, are entirely his own. 
 
Die Nongqai word saamgestel deur Hennie Heymans (HBH), 'n afgetrede brigadier van die 
voormalige Suid-Afrikaanse Polisiemag en hierdie e-tydskrif word op ISSUU gepubliseer. Hennie 
woon in Pretoria, ZA. Hy is passievol oor ons polisie-, militêre- en nasionale veiligheidsgeskiedenis 
en het 'n MA-graad in Nasionale Strategiese Studies verwerf. Enige menings wat hy uitspreek, is 
uitsluitlik sy eie. 

Contact Details | Kontakbesonderhede 

 

Aim | Doel 
Our goal is to collect and record our national security history for publication in the Nongqai for 
future generations. 

Ons doel is om die nasionale veiligheidsgeskiedenis in die Nongqai aan te teken en so vir die 
nageslagte bewaar.  

Policy | Beleid 
We publish the articles and stories as we receive them from our correspondents; we only correct 
the spelling mistakes. It's important to publish the stories in the form and context as we receive them 
from our correspondents. Policemen and defence personnel have their own language and the have 
their own sub-culture.  We are not a scientific or literary journal. We only work with historical building 
blocks.  
 
Ons gebruik die artikels en stories soos ons dit van ons korrespondente ontvang; ons maak slegs 
die spelfoute reg. Dis belangrik om die stories te bewaar in die vorm en in die konteks soos ons dit 
ontvang.  Lede van die veiligheidsmagte het hul eie taal en ons moet dit ook so aanteken. Ons is 
nie ‘n letterkundige of wetenskaplike joernaal nie. Ons werk slegs met die boustene van 
geskiedenis. 
 

WELCOME | WELKOM 
A Hearty word of welcome to this special edition by Capt Andre van Ellinckhuyzen (SAPS Vryheid) 

on three historic incidents in his area of interest. He did special research into these four historic 

cases. I thank him for his dedicated research. I also wish to thank Brig. Fanie Bouwer for his special 

introduction to this special edition.  
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FRONT COVER | VOORBLAD 

 

• Capt Andre van 
Ellinckhuyzen 
André van Ellinckhuyzen was born 

in June 1967, in Dundee, Natal. He 

is the son of the late Brigadier 

Andreas Roelof van Ellinckhuyzen, 

and of Anna Magdalena van 

Ellinckhuyzen neé Meyer.  

André was educated at the 
Empangeni High School in Zululand, 
where he matriculated at the end of 
1985, and was attested into the 
South African Police at Empangeni 
on the 28th of December 1985. 
 
André is a Career Police Officer, and 
was promoted to the rank of a 
Captain in April 1995.  
 
He has a passion for history, and 
has now already served the South 
African Public for nearly thirty-five 
years, with the majority of those 
years spent within the Intelligence 
environment. 
 
André, is the middle child out of 
three children, and both of his sisters 
are in the teaching profession. 
 
André lives in Vryheid, in KwaZulu 
Natal. He is married, and he is the 
father of four children, one daughter 

and three boys, and he is the grandfather of two. 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE | BESOEK ONS WEBWERF 

 

http://www.samirror.com 

   

 
 

   
 

  

http://www.samirror.com/
http://www.samirror.com/
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POLICE HISTORY | POLISIEGESKIEDENIS 

 

1927: Murders at Pottershill 

• Introduction 
In the Cemetery they stand, in a neat military row, the five tiny look-alikes grave stones, as if readied 

for an inspection by a much higher authority than any on earth. Behind them, watchful as the Queen 

on a chess board, stands the Cenotaph, selfishly guarding over her five fallen policemen, and the 

one lady who lie silently at her feet.  

On the slope of the Amajuba Mountain on the district road to Memel there stands a monument 

marking the spot on that road where two were murdered. The words on the monument read: 

“Hierdie Gedenkteken is opgerig ter gedagtenis aan Fannie Knight, nee Eksteen en G. Roets 

wat deur S. Swart geskiet was op die 6de Mei 1927 terwyl hy aan die Polisie ontsnap het te 

Potters Hill”.  

In an open field nearby the Charlestown Police Station, there is one lone utterly neglected grave. A 

heart wrenching reminder of a tragic day, more than ninety years back in the history of a small border 

town at the foot of the Amajuba Mountain in Northern Natal that was named after a former Lieutenant 

Colonel of the Royal Marines, Sir Charles Bullen Hugh Mitchell, who later served as Governor of 

Natal.  

On the morning of the 6th of May 1927, and before noon, at least eight human beings would lose 

their lives at the hand of an enraged person, who would himself end it all by putting a bullet into his 

own skull. It is recorded that at least one African man was also killed by Swart on that day, but sadly 

history seems to have forgotten his identity. Many short, and not so short accounts have been 

written, and told of the tragedy on 6 May 1927, and the events that sculptured the final outburst of 

one man on that day, but of the individuals who played their role to shape yet another historic 

tragedy, there is at most an initial, a name, a rank, a surname, or then portions thereof.  

• Stephanus Andreas Johannes Swart 
Stephanus Andreas Johannes Swart, also known as Stephan or Stephen Swart, will for ever be 

known as the madman who singlehandedly, and in only a few hours with prior warning, had shot 

dead at least eight persons, that included five police officers, at least three civilians, and finally 

himself. Three others, that also included one policeman, were the lucky ones on that day who 

escaped with their lives being wounded only by bullets from Swart’s guns.  

On his farm Pottershill, near the border town of Charlestown, and close by he had shot and killed 

five police officers, which included the officer in command, and wounded one. It was recorded that 

after having shot the police officers Swart had walked up to the mortally wounded men, and had put 

yet another bullet into each of them to finish them off.  

On his way into town, about six miles from Volksrust, Swart had met up with his stepdaughter, and 

he killed her and a friend right there in the road, because they had earlier testified against him in a 

case where he was accused of aggravated assault on his step daughters husband, for which he 

was found guilty, and incarcerated for eighteen months, and then there was the other alleged crime 

of incest for which he was to be arrested to stand trial.  
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Swart had allegedly been in a love affair with his 14-year-old niece, Sarie Alberts, after being 

separated from his wife, and he had brought her to the farm from the Cape to live there with him, 

and be employed as his house keeper, and it was said that this girl was pregnant with his child, and 

that Swart had attempted to persuade another man to admit paternity. Swart failed to attend court 

at Newcastle on the 5th of May 1927 as an accused on a charge of incest, and a Warrant for his 

Arrest was issued by the presiding magistrate.  

From there it was into town where he had simply strolled into a house, passing by the tenant sitting 

on the veranda, and shot his estranged wife at point blank range, once in the head and once in the 

chest. On the road to Volksrust, Swart made an attempt to hi-jack a car, and he fired on that vehicle, 

seriously wounding two of its occupants. Then finally, there on the side of the road, the “coup de 

grace”, a bullet into his own head. 

“I have arranged all my affairs with my attorney. I now give blood for blood. I will shoot them down 

till I have one cartridge left. And that will be mine. But alive you will never get me. With my corpse 

you can do what you please. Burn it, mutilate it and treat it in such a manner as you think fit to best 

revenge yourselves. I wish this statement to be published after my death in all the prominent 

newspapers in the Union and I desire a copy to be forwarded to the Prime Minister, General 

Hertzog”. (* A statement by Swart, said to have been included in his final drafted Will and 

Testament). 

• Media reports 
Other Media reports found on the Pottershill murders of 1927: 

“The New York Times, Saturday, May 7, 1927. Seven Slain as Farmer Runs Amuck.”  

“Ons Vriend, 17 Maart, 1954. WREEDSTE MASSAMORD VAN EEU. OMDAT HY GETROU HET 

VIR GELD”; 

“VROUE SIDDER VANDAG NOG AS JY DIE MOORDENAAR SE NAAM NOEM”; 

“EERSTE BLOEDSTOLLENDE MOORDE VAN SWART, DIE WREEDAARD”; 

“TWEE DORPE HET GEWEIER OM SWART SE LYK TE BEGRAWE”; 

“Die Vaderland, Saterdag, 6 Mei, 1967. VANDAG PRESIES 40 JAAR GELEDE… Man met wrok 

het nege koelbloedig doodgeskiet”; 

“HYT AGT MENSE VERMOOR”; 

“Keur 23 Januarie 1967. SY WAS DIE MASSAMOORDENAAR SE 12DE SLAGOFFER. Ek Kyk 

Nog Af In Die Geweer Se Loop En Kan Nog Daardie Bloeddorstige Grynslag Om Sy Lippe Sien 

Krul…”; 

“DIE DAG TOE DIE DUIWEL IN STEPHEN SWART GEVAAR HET”; 

“Ek Het Teen Hom Rugby Gespeel”; 

“Toe Ons DAAR Aankom Het Dit Soos ñ Slagveld Gelyk”; 

“Yours, August 1953. THE MASS MURDERER OF MAJUBA”; 

“Rapport, Sondag 4 Junie 1989, bl.13. Swart die perdeman het ook agt mense vermoor;  

Sunday Times Lifestyle, December 10, 2000. Amok in Majuba. In the shadow of the Majuba 

Muntains, writes TIM COUZENS, a story of incest and murder played itself out in spectacular 

western style.” 
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“Bloem Nuus, 16 Maart 2017. Die Slagtings Wat Die Wêreld Ruk, deur Hannes Haasbroek.”  

Here follows some insight into the lives of some of those who were part of, and who helped 

shape the tragic events at Charlestown on the morning of 6 May 1927.   

The man whose all-time hero was the Biblical figure Samson, Stephanus Andreas (Andries) 

Johannes Swart was born in Ladismith in the Klein Karoo of the Western Cape on Saturday the 

21st of July 1888. Swart arrived in Charlestown in 1920 riding in a two-horse drawn cart with a 

stallion tied to it. In another version of Swart’s arrival in Charlestown it is said that he arrived at 

Charlestown with six horses that he had wanted to sell. It is said that Swart was a farmer, and also 

that he had been a Horse Trader or “Perdesmous”.  

His father was his name sake, Stephanus Andreas Johannes Swart born on 31 March 1859 in 

Ladismith, in the Cape Province, and his mother was Susara Susanna Elizabeth Swart, born Van 

Tonder on 13 December 1861 also in Ladismith CP. According to his mother’s death notice, 

Stephanus Swart had six siblings named Marina Gertruida Susanna, Maria Catharina Elizabeth, 

Andries, Mathys Cornelius, Jozef Michiel Anthonie, and Susanna Petronella Margaretha.  

Stephanus was about 16 years old when his mother Susara died at Laingsburg in October 1905, 

and not much is known about his upbringing. A descendant of Swart writes that Swart’s family were 

relatively poor, and were migrant workers who moved from farm to farm in search of employment.  

Stephanus Swart’s wife was the sixty plus year old wealthy widow, Anna Catharina Swart, fondly 

known as Annie, and he and Annie were married on the 1st of December 1921 in Volksrust. There 

is a story told of the posh Swart wedding that Stephanus had draped the three black hired wedding 

cars with the “Transvaal Vierkleur”, and that Annie’s one son in-law, Willie Knight had removed one 

of the flags, and had replaced it with a “Union Jack”, which infuriated Swart, and that this was the 

catalyst for his total dislike of Knight until the day of his death.  

Anna Catharina or Annie Swart was born on the 11th of July 1857 in Potchefstroom as one of the 

eight children of Lucas Cornelis Jansen van Vuuren and Catharina Johanna Jansen van Vuuren 

born Van der Merwe. Annie was the widow of a wealthy farmer, Andries Stephanus Jacobus 

Marthinus Eksteen, who was born in Swellendam in the Western Cape on 27 April 1839, and died 

on 21 July 1918 in the kitchen of the farmhouse on Pottershill, and was buried there in the family 

grave yard, just above the farmstead.  

Anna had four children with Eksteen named:  

• Aletta Adriana Eksteen born 1890, who was married to farmer Stephanus Johannes 

Marthinus Swanepoel of the farm La Belle Esperance in the district of Newcastle, and after 

the death of her first husband she was married to S.A. Railway employee Johannes Lodewyk 

Weeber and she passed away in Estcourt in May 1948;  

• Anna Catharina Stephanus Eksteen known as “Fannie” (short for Stephanus) born in 

September 1895, who was married to William Edward James Knight known as “Willie”; 

Petrus Johannes Eksteen born 1899 who died at infancy in 1901; and  

• Sarah Johanna Eksteen who died as a young girl in 1895.  

Willie Knight was born in 1895 at Steytlerville in the Eastern Cape as one of the five children of 

farmers John James Knight and of Anna Christina Knight born Deijzel, and after John James 

Knight’s death, as a result of a heart attack, in the kitchen at Shortscliff in 1920, Anna was again 

married in 1923 to Marthinus Jacobus Potgieter.  

Willie Knight’s four siblings were:  
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• John Christoffel Knight who was married to Susanne Maria Knight;  

• Gerhardus (Johannes) Jacobus “Gert” Knight;  

• Johannes Richard Knight who was married to Hester Catharina Janse van Rensburg; and  

• Elizabeth Cleoberry Knight who was married to Johannes Jochemus “Jan” Swart.  
 

Willie Knight served under General Louis Botha during WWI in the German South West Africa 

Campaign being attached to the South African Mounted Rifles. Fannie and Willie were married on 

the 27th of December 1916 in Volksrust, and they had five children named:  

• Anna Catharina Knight who was married to John Edward Henry Matthee;  

• Sarah Johanna Knight who was married to South African Police Brigadier Nicolaas 
Theodorus “Nic” Roux;  

• then there was John James Knight and Andries Stephanus Knight who both were bachelors 
their whole lives; and  

• Christina Wilhelmina Knight who died at infancy in 1920.  
 

The Knights were farmers, and they lived on the farm Shortscliff near Charlestown, and they also 

owned land on the farms Pottershill, and Cada. In the Eksteen/Swart/Knight/Swanepoel family there 

was also the farms La Bella Esperance, Windvogelsrust, and Oudehoutspruit, and they also owned 

property in Charlestown, at Clavis, and in Volksrust. After the death of Fannie, Willie Knight was 

later again married to Anna Maria Magdalena Elizabeth Nel, with whom he had two daughters 

Susanna Elizabeth “Suzie” Janse van Vuuren, and Marie Louis Swanepoel. Willie Knight passed 

away in July 1979 in Roodepoort. The farms Shortscliff and Pottershill are currently owned by Mr 

Hubert Adendorff. 

Stephanus Swart was described with words such as “violent”, “unpredictable”, “quarrelsome”, 

“paranoid schizophrenic”, “angry man”, “fiend”, “brilliant shootist” and “the horse thief”. It is told about 

Swart that he loved animals, yet there is the story that once when a horse had kicked him, he had 

tied the horse to a tree and torched the animal alive. Swart was involved in crimes of serious assault, 

alleged incest, attempted murder, and there was also a complaint of “Lechery” reported to the local 

police station after he was accused of having sexual relations with an African woman.  

A few days prior to that fatal day, Swart had also fired a shot at a neighbouring farmer, Mr Lourens, 

and PLEASE spare a thought for Stephanus Swart’s lawyer, the very brave Mr. Maasdorp of 

“Maasdorp and Keet Attorney’s” in Volksrust, who spent a whole night alone with his heavily armed, 

very agitated client in drawing up a twenty-eight-page final Will and Testament for the man.  

• Attorney Peter Gerard Maasdorp  
Peter Gerard Maasdorp was born in Graaff-Reinet in 1878 as one of the eight children of farmers 

James William Maasdorp and Martha Jacoba Maasdorp born Maynier. He was married to Marie 

Caroline Tamsen with whom he had three children named James William Maasdorp, Helen 

Margaret Maasdorp and Joyce Ida Maasdorp.  

Maasdorp died in Volksrust in 1935, and his wife preceded him in death in 1916. It is documented 

that Swart had threatened his wife that he would shoot her if she refused to sign the new Will and 

Testament that he had drawn up by his lawyer, and Anna who had also made it clear that she would 

refuse to sign it.   

• Knight Family 
Then there is always the “proverbial” other side to any story. There is another belief that Stephanus 

Swart was seen as an unwelcome intruder, under whose capable hands Pottershill had actually 
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once again blossomed back into the productive farm that it once was when Eksteen was still alive, 

and thereby placing a spoke into the future plans that the Knight’s had for the farm once Annie 

passed away. The animosity between Swart and Knight turned into anger, and physical 

confrontation between the two men that ended up in Swart attacking, and seriously assaulting Knight 

over the head with horse stirrups, for which he served eighteen months in jail, and of course the 

police would have sided with Willie Knight, because he was an ex-policeman, and a war hero who 

served under General Louis Botha.  

There was also the civil court case over plans by Knight to put up a fence between the two farms 

Pottershill, and Shorts Cliff that was ultimately going to deny access for Swart’s live stock to the dam 

on Shorts Cliff during winter times, again fuelling the fire.  

Then when Swart, and his young house keeper-niece from Worcester, the fourteen-year-old Sarie 

Alberts, were allegedly found out, his in-laws pounced on an opportunity to finally get rid of him, 

and this was one of the multiple reasons why, in the early morning of the murders, Swart had at first 

gone out to Shorts Cliff to kill Willie Knight, but failed because the man had gone into hiding in the 

cellar under the farm house, and Swart could not locate him. 

A Granddaughter of Willie Knight, Wilana Claassen who is a farmer’s wife from Paulpietersburg, 

writes that Swart had already gone out to Shorts Cliff on the 3rd of May 1927 to shoot her 

grandfather, but that Willie Knight had fled from the farm, and she continues that “in any case, the 

farm house at Shortscliff never even had a cellar”. Then again, another question: If Sarie Alberts 

was Swart’s mistress, then why would he forcefully nominate another niece, Maria Johanna 

Elizabeth Visser as the sole heir of his and Annie’s estate? 

On the morning of Friday, the sixth of May 1927, Stephanus Swart was armed with a Mauser Rifle, 

a Browning pistol, and he later also armed himself with Captain Ashman’s Webley revolver after he 

had shot and killed the officer.  

On his way into Charlestown Swart stopped for a cup of coffee “on the go” at a neighbouring farmer, 

Mr Frikkie or Faan Swanepoel, and whilst enjoying a cup of “Boeretroos” without even dismounting 

from his horse he boasted to Swanepoel that he had just killed five police officers, and was on his 

way into town to shoot his estranged wife.  

Only an hour before being killed by Stephanus Swart, Fannie Knight and Mr Roets were warned by 

the Lloyed’s who owned the Balgravia Hotel in Charlestown, not to proceed to Shorts Cliff or 

Pottershill, because the police were already out there conducting an operation to apprehend 

Stephanus Swart, and it was dangerous, but history teaches us that they must have ignored this 

warning at their own peril.  

• Cornelis Johannes Erasmus Roets  
The twenty-year-old farm foreman Cornelis Johannes Erasmus Roets, from the farm 

Streepfontein at Wakkerstroom was employed by Mr Lourens on the farm La Belle Esperance. Roets 

was one of the nine children of the then already deceased Gerhardus Jacobus Roets of 

Streepfontein farm at Wakkerstroom, and his mother was Martha Susanna Roets born Erasmus.  

Anna Catharina Stephanus “Fannie” Knight, and Roets were shot dead whilst seated in their horse 

drawn Cape Cart (“Kapkar”) on the route from Charlestown to Pottershill. Fannie Knight was shot in 

the chest and in the head.  

Roets was shot in the chest and the bullet excited behind his left shoulder.  
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It is rumoured that at the time of the shooting three of Fannie’s children were with their father Willie 

on the farm at Shorts Cliff, and that the poor infant Andries was actually sitting on Fannie’s lap in 

the Cape Cart when Swart shot his mother.  

Stephanus Swart shot dead his wife Anna, once in the chest and once in the head, after he had 

casually strolled into the home of Lukas Cornelius van Vuuren who lived nearby the railway station 

in Charlestown. Then Swart set off to Volksrust.  

Was he on his way to his mistress or to his lawyer, or was he fleeing the area? By then the whole 

district was in pursuit of him. Margaret Priscilla Pulford neé Hatley, who was married to a local 

General Dealer Store keeper, James Bryan Pulford of Carr Street in Charlestown, and one of her 

younger brothers, Frank Nixon Hatley a local farmer who was married to Gertrude Olive Umpleby, 

were wounded when Swart had attempted to hi-jack the motor vehicle that they were travelling in 

on the road from Charlestown towards Volksrust, when Swart fired at its occupants. Pulford was 

shot in the back, and Hatley was wounded in both his legs. 

Cornelis Johannes Erasmus Roets was laid to rest in the Charlestown Cemetery, and Fannie Knight, 

and her mother Anna were buried in the presence of about one hundred mourners on the morning 

of Saturday the 7th of May 1927 in the family grave yard in the hillock just above the farm house at 

Pottershill.  

Some years after the 1927 murders, a local African family who had been celebrating a wedding had 

decided to use the Knight and Roets monument as a backdrop for their wedding photographs. At 

one point in the photography process the groom was made to lean against the monument for a 

picture of him alone. Later when the photographs were developed there was no monument next to 

the man, but in its place, there was the figure of a young white woman in an old-fashioned dress. It 

was the ghost of Fannie Knight. 

Years after the tragic event a retired police Colonel, Ignatius Petrus Stefanus Terblanche was 

interviewed by a newspaper magazine about his own career history, including the Pottershill 

murders, and in the interview the colonel reported that he, and Swart had actually played the game 

of Rugby together on opposite sides, and both in the position of wing. The Colonel described Swart 

as being a big man, and a very good rugby player with very big hands too, who played at wing for 

the “North-Eastern Rugby Union of Natal”.   

• The Policemen 
The Policemen who were all part of the “posse” that had been assembled at the Belgravia Hotel in 

Charlestown with an instruction to apprehend Stephanus Swart, were:  

• Captain Gerald Collins Ashman,  

• Head Constable William Charles Mitchell,  

• Sergeant Samuel Watts (he married Maude Eleanor Herd in 1917 in Durban when he was 
still with the SAMR),  

• Sergeant Annes Heyns van Wyk,  

• Sergeant Jan Antonie Grové,  

• Sergeant (later Detective Head Constable) William James Moorcroft (he was married to Alida 
Marie Bjorseth and he died in 1943 in Port Shepstone),  

• Constable (later Lance Sergeant) Petrus Jacobus Erasmus,  

• Constable (later Lance Sergeant) Robert Frederick William Payne,  

• Constable William Ferdinand Feucht,  

• Constable William Hunter Crossman, and  
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• Constable Thomas Andrew Seaward (the officially appointed motor vehicle driver for the 
District Commandant of Vryheid, who was married to Elizabeth Maria Margaretha Grobbelaar 
born Taysen). 

 

• Constable William Ferdinand Feucht 
On the morning of the 6th of May 1927 the former S.A.R. Riveter, and Great War Veteran who was 

born in Jansenville in the Eastern Cape on the 4th of August 1894, and stationed at Newcastle under 

Vryheid District, Constable William Ferdinand Feucht, was the first victim when he was fired upon, 

and seriously wounded on the farmstead at Pottershill. Constable Feucht joined the South African 

Police at Tempe in Bloemfontein on the 15th of October 1915, and during his police career he was 

stationed in the Dundee, Pietermaritzburg and Vryheid districts. His first marriage was on the 5th of 

February 1920 in Volksrust to Johanna Dorothy Meyer, and he and Johanna were divorced in 1958.  

William and Johanna’s children were: Benjamin James Feucht who was married to Yvonne Barbara 

Beatt; Dorothy Mary Döhne born Feucht who was married to Frederik Watermeyer Döhne, William 

Herman “Billy” Feucht who was married to Maria Magdalena “Martie” Kotze; and then there was 

John Feucht who joined the Natal Carbineers in 1939, and at the young age of 20 years tragically 

drowned in the ocean near Durban in November of that same year. Both Benjamin and Billy also 

served with the Union Defence Force during the war in North Africa and in Italy.  

Constable Feucht was lucky to escape with what was described by some as serious shotgun wounds 

to his left upper arm, left hip, left upper leg, and on the left side of his face. In the book by Tim 

Couzins, Battles of South Africa it was written that Feucht had reported that he was hit by shotgun 

pellets fired from a shotgun by a “native” who had been hiding amongst the mealies. The seriously 

wounded Constable Feucht frantically made his way back to Captain Ashman at the “Indian Store” 

at the side of the road near Pottershill, and from there he was sent onward into Charlestown to 

receive first aid and was then transferred to the Johannesburg General Hospital to be treated by a 

Medical Doctor. Constable Feucht later lost the complete use of his left eye, and his Police Service 

Record shows that he was discharged from the Force as “Medically Unfit” on the 7th of March 1928.  

Did Stephanus Swart have an accomplice, and was a shotgun seized on the scene of crime? 

According to an article in the “Ons Vriend” dated 17 March 1954, the Official Inquest into the 

“Pottershill Murders” was held on the 11th of May 1927, in a filled to capacity Anglican Church Hall 

in Charlestown, which included fifty local women in attendance, all dressed in black. Being presented 

at the hearing were Swart’s firearms, as well as Captain Ashman’s police revolver, that all included 

three hand guns, a Mauser rifle, and a heap of ammunition, but no mention of any shotgun.  

On the same morning of the inquest, and more than two thousand kilometres away, the then Minister 

of Justice, Advocate Tielman Roos, stood up in the House of Parliament in Cape Town, and 

observed a minute of silence in honour of those killed by Swart, and those that were left behind to 

mourn their deaths.  

William Ferdinand Feucht was again married on the 8th of November 1958 in Port Elizabeth to Maria 

Cornelia Marshall born Jonker. Feucht’s granddaughter Lynne Knevitt born Feucht says that in his 

final days her grandfather with the glass eye lived at number 33 in Irvine Street in Central Port 

Elizabeth, he adored his dog named Bonnie, and he kept fowls in the back yard. When William 

passed away in January 1983, he was laid to rest next to his wife Maria Cornelia there in the Forest 

Hill Cemetery. 

• Constable William Hunter Crossman 
The farmer from Peddie in the Eastern Cape, Constable William Hunter Crossman, stationed at 

Volksrust, was born at King William’s Town in the Eastern Cape on the 15th of August 1904. William 
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Hunter was the oldest child of William Henry Crossman (1876), and Fenella Jane Crossman born 

Hunter (1872) who were livestock farmers at Buck Kraal near Peddie in the Eastern Cape, and he 

had five siblings named:  

• Harry George Crossman (1906), who was married to Jean Miriam Zabora, and he himself 

was a Detective Constable who lived in King Williams Town, and died in the Roberts Heights 

Military Hospital in Pretoria in 1943 resulting from ill health;  

• Fenella Evelyn Crossman (1907) the school teacher who never married;  

• Claribel Margaret Crossman (1909) who was married to Charl Pretorius;  

• Mancel Clarence Crossman (1911) who lived in Allendale in Australia and was married to 

Christiana Biggs; and  

• Noel Chandler Crossman (1913) who was married to Marie Erasmus.  

Together with Constable Crossman’s grandparents, William Henry Crossman and Mary Magdalene 

Chandler Crossman, also rest both of his parents in the local cemetery at Peddie. The Crossman 

family were all direct descendants of the British Settlers who had put foot on South African shore in 

the year 1820. The 5-foot 9-inches Constable William Hunter Crossman joined the police on the 6th 

of October 1923 in Pretoria, and before being stationed in Volksrust he was stationed in the Mounted 

Unit in Ermelo, and also at Heidelberg in the then Transvaal. Stephanus Swart shot constable 

Crossman in the right arm, and then in the head.  

• Sergeant Annes Heyns van Wijk 
Sergeant Annes Heyns van Wijk, who was stationed at Volksrust, was born at Steytlerville in the 

Eastern Cape, in 1893. His father was Adriaan Jeremiah van Wijk who was a Blacksmith and a 

Farrier by trade, and his mother was Marian (Mary Ann) Elizabeth van Wijk neé Heyns. Sergeant 

van Wijk had two siblings;  

• a sister named Caroline Elizabeth van Wijk who was married to Theunis J. Botha, and  

• a brother Martin Norman van Wijk who was married to Cornelia Petronella Franken.  

Sergeant van Wijk married Andriesina Jacoba Stephina “Kobie” Kruger in Pretoria on 31 March 

1920, and together with their three children:  

• Adriaan Annes Heyns van Wijk (1920),  

• Andriesina Jacoba Stephina van Wijk (1922), and  

• Jacob Petrus Kruger van Wijk (1924) they lived at 211 Hoog Street in Volksrust.  

After Sergeant van Wijk’s death Kobie, and her three children moved back to Pretoria where they 

owned a property at 114 Bloed Street in the central part of Pretoria. Sadly, Jacob Petrus Kruger van 

Wijk died as a result of heart failure preceded by Quinsy when he was only nine years old. Swart 

shot Sergeant van Wijk in the chest, in the stomach, and then in the head. Sergeant van Wijk’s 

widow wife, Kobie never married again, and she was laid to rest in the Zandfontein Cemetery in 

Pretoria after she passed away in 1975. 

• Sergeant Jan Antonie Grové 
The six-foot-tall mine digger from Delportshoop, Sergeant Jan Antonie Grové, who was stationed 

at Charlestown, was born at Postmasburg in the Northern Cape on the 10th of October 1897, where 

his parents were also married. He was the son of Hendrik Johannes Grové, a Digger, Miner, and 

Prospector from Delportshoop near Barkley West, and his mother was Cornelia Elizabeth Grové 

born Du Plooy. After their deaths, both of Jan’s parents were buried in Delportshoop.  

Jan Antonie Grové had three siblings who were named  
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• Stephanus Petrus Grové who was married to Cornelia Johanna Susanna van der Ryst;  

• Maria Magdalena Grové who was married to Hendrik Albertus Kruger; and  

• Hendrik Johannes Grové who was married to Hester Catharina Ackerman.  

On 20 August 1921, and at Deben in the Kuruman district, Jan Antonie Grové was married to 

Elizabeth Maria Steyn fondly known as Bettie (1899), and they had two children named Tjaart, and 

Hendrik Johannes.  

After Grové’s death Bettie, and the children returned to Delportshoop, and in March 1932 the ten-

year-old Hendrik Johannes Grové tragically died after he had drowned in the Vaal River near 

Delportshoop, and he too was buried there.  

Tjaart Grové was employed in the banking industry for many years, he married a police detective 

sergeant’s daughter, Susanna Maria Elizabeth Clemons, and he lived to be 79 years old.  

Later in life Bettie was married to a maize farmer from the Lichtenburg District, Albertus Stephanus 

Schutte, and after his death in 1966, she later married Pieter Willem Buys, a former school principal 

of Delportshoop. After Bettie’s death in 1984 she was buried in the Zandfontein Cemetery near 

Pretoria.  

Sergeant Grové joined the police as a South African Military Rifleman on 12 September 1917 at 

Tempe near Bloemfontein, and in his police career he was stationed in the Eshowe, Dundee, and 

Vryheid Districts, and he was promoted to the rank of a Sergeant in April 1923. Sergeant Grové was 

shot in the chest, and that bullet hitting another bullet in his bandolier caused an explosion resulting 

in another more serious wound to his abdomen. Stephanus Swart had actually sent a message to 

the authorities to search for Grové’s body in a nearby maize plantation.  

Today that bandolier and cartridge is a prized possession of a grandson of the Sergeant, Anton 

Grové, who is a farmer in the Ficksburg District. 

• Head Constable William Charles Mitchell 
The fiery Irishman, Head Constable William Charles Mitchell fondly known by his family as “Will”, 

who was stationed at Newcastle, was born on the 6th of February 1878 at Armagh situated about 

forty miles south west of Belfast in Northern Ireland. William’s father was a local Merchant, Benjamin 

Mitchell who was originally from Ballyshiel, and his mother was Elizabeth Mitchell born Deacon who 

died when William was only two years old.  

Benjamin was later again married to Isabella Henderson. It was from his father’s second marriage 

that William Charles Mitchell had three half-brothers, and two half-sisters named Benjamin, John 

Henderson, Alfred, Lilly, and May.  

Head Constable Mitchell was the husband of Rosie Josephine Mitchell born Kirsten, to whom he 

got married in Rustenburg on the 22nd of July 1914 when he was still a Sergeant. Tienie van der 

Merwe was Rosie’s bridesmaid and Corporal (later Sergeant) Reuben Henry Goucher was William’s 

Best man.  

William and Rosie had three children, named:  

• Eileen Rosamond Mitchell (1915) who was married to a Jannie Van Vuuren,  

• William Ian Kennelun Mitchell (1916) who was married to Aletta Elizabeth Malherbe, and  

• Stella Mitchell (1925) who was married to Hendrik Johannes Grimbeek.  

Hendrik Johannes or “Grim” Grimbeek jnr, himself a retired Veteran South African Navy Captain 

who specialised in anti-submarine warfare, and who lives in Pringle Bay in the Western Cape of 
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South Africa, says that after his father’s death, his mother Stella was again briefly married to David 

McCullum, and thereafter to Bruno Bischoff.  

Mitchell joined the police at Heidelberg on the 1st of April 1901, and he was stationed in the 

Heidelberg, Rustenburg, Pietersburg, and Vryheid Districts, and he was promoted to the rank of 

Head Constable on the 1st of July 1923. Rosie Josephine Mitchell lived in Malherbe Street in Capital 

Park in Pretoria until her death in July 1976, and her remains were brought to Charlestown by the 

family, and was placed together with that of her husband at the Charlestown Cemetery. Swart shot 

Mitchell in the chest, in both of his hips, and then in the head. 

• Captain Gerald Collins Ashman 
The Policeman’s son, Captain Gerald Collins Ashman, was born in Williton, in Somersetshire in 

England on the 12th of January 1872. His father was Richard George Ashman, who at the time of 

Gerald’s birth was a Sergeant in the Somersetshire County Police. In which Gerald’s grandfather, 

John Ashman, had once also served. His mother was Rebecca Joan Ashman born Foster, and 

Gerald Collins had eight siblings. In his early years Gerald Ashman spent a year with the Somerset 

Light Infantry before following the family tradition of becoming a policeman, and he later served in 

the London Metropolitan Police, being based in Soho in the centre of London.  

Ashman came out to South Africa in 1902, soon after the end of the Second Anglo Boer War, as 

part of a contingent of one hundred British Police to assist in the re-structuring of the Police Force 

in South Africa, and soon he found himself stationed at Park Road Police Station in Bloemfontein.  

In 1910, Ashman was already a Detective Superintendent. Later he was stationed at Cathcart in the 

Eastern Cape, and served there for about four years before being transferred on promotion to 

Volksrust. At the time of the Pottershill murders Captain Ashman was an “Inspector of Police” 

resident in Vryheid, and him being stationed in Vryheid is confirmed through statements made by 

his children soon after his death.  

Gerald Collins Ashman married the Kent born Annie Sedge in London in England on the 7th of 

January 1899, and she and Gerald had four children named:  

• Annie Rose Emma “Ya-Ya” Ashman who was married to Victor Laughlin Kelly of 

Bloemfontein;  

• Richard Gerald Alfred “Dick” Ashman, resident at Kroonstad in the Free State at that time, 

who at a stage was an Officer in the Ghurka Rifles of the Indian Army and was married to 

Marjory Joan Fraser then to Dianah Tyler and then to Emma Barbara James;  

• Dorothy Marjorie Minnie Ashman who was married to Norman Clappé of Pretoria; and  

• George Reginald Purcell Joiner Ashman who was educated at St. Andrews in Grahamstown 

and was married to Noreen Hamilton Gradwell. Annie Ashman was hospitalised in the 

Pretoria Mental Hospital in 1926 after being diagnosed with “Involutional Melancholia” 

(Depression), and sadly she remained there until her death as a result of cancer in 1938.  

A great grandson of Captain Ashman, Roy Ashman, is a Warrant Officer in the South African Police 

Service, and based with the Flying Squad in Bloemfontein.  

Stephanus Swart shot the Captain once from the back in his right shoulder, and the bullet exited 

below his left arm.   

On the 6th of May 1927 the late edition of the Johannesburg Star published the following sensational 

story: “Nine Killed in Shooting Tragedy Natal Border Sensation. Early Morning Fight with 

Police. A well-known farmer in the Charlestown district named S.A.J. Swart, this morning ran 

amok and killed 8 Europeans and a native, wounded 3 other Europeans and then shot 
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himself. Among those killed were his wife and the officer commanding the posse of police 

who went to arrest Swart.” 

In a book written by Tim Couzens, “Battles of South Africa”, it was written that the five killed 

policemen were all buried with full military honours, and that the funeral was attended by two to 

three thousand mourners including members of the Natal Carbineers. Captain Ashman’s coffin was 

carried on an old gun carriage drawn by a loudly neighing police horse draped in black and white 

trappings, and with the Captain’s police boots strapped in reverse into the stirrups. The final rites 

were performed with three volleys fired by a firing party, and a trumpeter sounding The Last Post.  

On Sunday the 8th of May 1927, after the tragic murders, and the funerals of Swart’s victims, the 

corpse of the man was still lying half-forgotten in a corrugated iron shack at the Police Station. The 

community of Charlestown, and Volksrust now hated Stephanus Swart, and refused to bury him 

anywhere near their kin. So with no other choice, the 39-year-old Stephanus Andreas Johannes 

Swart was unceremoniously buried in a “too small for the corpse coffin” in an open field cattle grazing 

camp near the old police station of Charlestown, by a group of about twelve prisoners, and it is there 

that he remains “restless” till this day. 

Acknowledgements:  

• Monic van der Merwe of the South African Police Service Heritage Museum in Pretoria;  

• Tim Couzens “Battles of South Africa”; 

• Wilana Claassen;  

• Roy and Chris Ashman,  

• Marius van Wyk,  

• Anton Grové,  

• Ian Mitchell,  

• Hendrik and Penny Grimbeek,  

• Jeanette Crossman,  

• Thelma van Wyk,  

• Lynne Knevitt,  

• Armand Trytsman;  

• Google Family Search;  

• Waar in die Wêreld Facebook group,  

• Bas Pieters,  

• Ina Kruger,  

• Nongqai Magazine June 1927,  

• Elne Watson, and  

• Martin White in Ireland.  
 



20 
 

1927: Nongqai-article 
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Photographs 

• Stephanus Andreas Johannes Swart  

 

 

 
 
Photo bottom right: Ware Suid Afrikaanse Moordverhale by Johann van der Post. 
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Wedding picture of Stephanus Swart and Annie Eksteen. Fanie Knight sitting far left 

  
Rapport, 4 Junie 1989, bl.13 
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• Pottershill 

 
A For Sale photograph of the homestead on Pottershill  
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The stone wall on Pottershill behind which Swart lay in wait for the police 

 
The view from Pottershill 
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The Grave Yard at Pottershill  

 

The grave of Annie Swart on Pottershill   
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The house of Lukas Cornelius van Vuuren in Charlestown where Swart shot dead his wife Annie. 

 
The grave of Stephanus Swart 
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The lone grave of Stephanus Swart in an open field near the Charlestown Police Station  
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• Captain Gerald Colins Ashman 
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• Constable William Hunter Crossman 
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Harry George Crossman, second from right back. 

South African Police, The Nongqai Shooting Trophy 

for the best Revolver Shottist for 1937 and 1938 both 

won by Detective Constable Harry George Crossman, 

the brother of Constable William Hunter Crossman.  
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Fenella Jane Crossman in her later years keeping the home fires burning at Buck Kraal. 

• Eksteen-family 

 

 

Left: Grave of Aletta Adriana Weeber ex Swanepoel born Eksteen in the Estcourt Cemetery. 
Right: The grave of Andries Eksteen on Pottershill.  
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Left: The grave of Petrus Johannes Eksteen on Pottershill. 
Right: The grave of Sarah Johanna Eksteen on Pottershill. 

• Constable William Ferdinand Feucht.  

 

The First World War Medals of William Ferdinand Feucht.   



34 
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William Ferdinand Feucht and his doggie Bonnie in his beautiful flower garden at 33 Irvine Street 

in Central Port Elizabeth. 
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• Sergeant Jan Antonie Grové  

  
Left: A portrait of Jan Antonie Grové neatly dressed in a suit. 
Right: A smiling Sergeant Jan Antonie Grové.   

 
Full Service Marching Order Parade Machine Gun Detachment 4th Regiment South African 
Mounted Riflemen, Pretoria, 25.07.1919. Grove standing far left   
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Jan Antonie Grové with horse carried Machine Gun. 
1924: SAP Charlestown with Sgt Grové in command. 
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Sergeant Grove's Bandolier and the exploded bullet 
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• Frank Nixon Hatley  
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• Knight-family 

 
The Knight homestead on Shorts Cliff  

 

Left: Fannie Knight with two of her five children. 
Right: Memorial for Fanie Knight and Roets on the Charlestown to Memel District Road.  
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Left: The grave of Fannie Knight on Pottershill. 
Right: The grave of John James Knight on Pottershill. 

• Head Constable William Charles Mitchell 

 
Sir Charles Bullen Hugh Mitchell                 Head Constable William Charles Mitchell. 
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1914: William and Rosie Mitchell on their wedding day Rustenburg. Rustenburg Police Station. 

 
“My Darling” - Head Constable William Charles Mitchell. 
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William and Rosie with 2 of their 3 children Eileen Rosamond and William Ian Kennelun  
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William and Rosie with Eileen and Ken. 
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• Colonel IPS Terblanche 

 

Colonel Ignatius Petrus Stefanus Terblanche 

• Sergeant Annes Heyns van Wijk 
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Adriaan Annes and Kobie van Wijk with their three children. 

 
A Bizley Shooting group photograph. Sgt van Wijk standing  fourth from the left 
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Sergeant van Wyk's grave. 

• Police Graveyard 
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The Charlestown Memorial 

 
Monument and graves at Charlestown for the five policemen who were murdered by Stephanus 

Swart at Potters Hill on 6 May 1927. 
 

Comments by HBH 
Many years ago, somebody sent me the following information: 

• Constable Feucht WIA #1 

• No 7954 Head Constable William Charles Mitchell #2 shot and then executed (Grave 
Vryheid) 

• No 10738 1/Class Constable William Hunter Crossman #3 shot and then executed (Grave 
Heidelberg) 

• No 8363 2/Class Sergeant Jan Antoine Grove #4 (Grave Vryheid)  

• No 4831 1/Class Sergeant Annes Heyns Van Wyk #5 (Grave Heidelberg) 

• Captain Gerald Colin Ashman #6 (Grave?) 

• Mrs Knight #7 

• Mr M Roets #8 

• Unknown black #9 

• Mrs M. Swart (wife) #10 

In the final stop-press edition of the Johannesburg Star on Friday, 6 May 1927, the following news 
story appeared: 
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NINE KILLED IN SHOOTING TRAGEDY NATAL BORDER SENSATION. EARLY MORNING 
FIGHT WITH POLICE 
A well-known farmer in the Charlestown district named S.A.J. Swart, this morning ran amok and 
killed 8 Europeans and a native, wounded 3 other Europeans and then shot himself. Among those 
killed were his wife and the officer commanding the posse of police who went to arrest Swart. 

• Location Map 

  

• Theft of Documents & Memorabilia: HBH  
During 1970 or 1971 I was given a large box containing the 

documents, note books, commission and uniforms of Col TJ Byrne. 

I handed the historical items to the office of the Divisional 

Commissioner, Port Natal, to send same to the SAP Museum in 

Pretoria. Later I discover the items never reached the Police 

Museum. Somebody must have stolen the historical items. I 

distinctly remember the 1927 Charlestown documents re the 

Official Board of Enquiry were included.  It is a pity we don’t have 

access to these documents. (Theft, however, is a continuous 

offence.) 
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• Proposed monument  
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Silver Cross for Gallantry posthumously awarded to two police Constables 
 

The South African Police Silver Cross for Gallantry was instituted in January 1985, and it was only 

awarded to members of the South African Police who had displayed conspicuous, and exceptional 

gallantry, or had performed a fearless or outstanding act through which they lost or imperilled their 

own lives. 

• Constable Marthinus Jacobus Nel 
Marthinus Jacobus Nel, fondly known by his family as “Marti” or “André”, was born in the Vryheid 
Government Hospital on Monday the 28th of February 1966. Marti was the middle child of the three 
children of Ben and Francis Nel, and he had an older sister Antoinette Muriël “Toontjies” van Zyl, 
and a younger brother Francois Webb Nel. 
 
Marti grew up at Inyathi, a small mining town near Hlobane, where his father had been employed 
on the mine as a Boilermaker. The Nel’s were part of the pioneers of the Inyathi area. Antoinette 
van Zyl once wrote how her brother Marti and his friends used to spend many hours playing in the 
bushes, and mountains surrounding Inyathi.  
 
Marti’s grandmother, on his mother’s side of the family, was Muriël Koekemoer who lived in Mason 
Street in Vryheid. Francois Nel says that “Ouma Muriël” was Vryheid’s very own fortune teller, and 
that all of Vryheid’s “Wanna know the futures” paid her a visit at some point to have a cup of tea and 
see their futures in the bottom of a tea cup. Muriël moved to the Old Age Home in Utrecht in later 
years where she passed away and was laid to rest.  
 
Marti started his schooling career at Inyathi Primary School, and he completed junior school at Lucas 
Meyer Primary School in Vryheid. Marti matriculated at Vryheid High School at the end of 1985, 
where he was a school- and hostel prefect. Marti loved sport, fishing and hunting, he played first 
team rugby, and he represented Northern Natal at the Craven week for Rugby, in 1983, 1984, and 
1985. Nel’s brother, Francois says that Marti adored his Ford XR3, but that the love of Marti’s life, 
was his girlfriend, Petra Swanepoel. Petra was from Babanango, and in those years her parents 
owned the farm Driefontein on the road towards Melmoth. 
 
After the completion of his six months of basic training in 1986 at the South African Police College 
in Pretoria, Marti Nel at first served with the Presidential Guard Unit in Cape Town, then was a 
policeman nearer to home at Himeville in the Natal Drakenberg, and thereafter he joined Unit 19 of 
the South African Police, and for that he was based in Pretoria.  
 

• Constables Nel, Venter, and Oosthuizen 
At just after midnight on the 13th of April 1988, Constables Nel, Venter, and Oosthuizen together 

with other members of the South African Police were on a foot patrol in the Mpumalanga Township 

near Hammarsdale in KZN, when they came upon two trained insurgents of which the one was 

observed being armed with an AK47 assault rifle, and a hand grenade. The policemen gave chase 

and caught up with one. During their attempt to disarm the one suspect, he pulled out the safety pin 

of the hand grenade.  

Only moments after a sharp warning shout by Constable Venter “Granaat!!!!!!!!”, did the grenade 

detonate, killing both Constables Nel and Oosthuizen, and wounding Constable Venter. The 

perpetrator who was also killed in the blast was later identified as Oscar “Shakes” Maleka.  
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In a follow-up operation the other insurgent, later identified as Jabulani Aubrey “Duma” Ndaba, was 

shot dead by security forces. The Witness ran an article on Friday the 11th of March 2005, wherein 

the brother and sister of Constable Nel had expressed their dissatisfaction with a previous article in 

the same newspaper related to the deaths of the two policemen, and of the two insurgents in 1988. 

The family felt that the article was biased in favour of the two insurgents. In the same article the Nel 

family called for peace, and asked for help so that the families of the two policemen could meet with 

the families of the two insurgents, to “bury the hatchet”. To this day such a meeting never happened. 

At the time of Marti Nel’s death his parents Ben and Francis Nel were resident in Emmett Street in 
Vryheid, right near West End Supermarket, and currently they live in Ermelo, in the Mpumalanga 
Province. Till this day, Ben, who is a very ill man, and Francis are devastated over the tragic death 
of their child. 
 

• Constable Gerhardus Cornelius Oosthuizen 
Gerhardus Cornelius Oosthuizen better known as “Gert” or “Ouboet” to his family, and fondly as 
“Sonhartjie” to his mother, was born on a Sunday the 6th of October 1968 in Nylstroom. His parents 
were Gert and Antjie Oosthuizen. Ouboet started his schooling at Naboomspruit in 1979, and he 
matriculated at Hoërskool Retief in Kestell at the end of 1986. After the completion of his six months 
of basic police training, Gert was sent straight to Unit 19 in Pretoria. Gert drove a red Ford Cortina 
sedan that he named “Katrina”, and he also owned an older model motor cycle with a side car. 
 
Gert Oosthuizen senior was a school teacher, and later became a lecturer at the Tsiya Teachers 
College at Witsieshoek near Kestell in the Free State. Ouboet had two sisters Riana Venter, and 
Suzette Annandale, and a brother named Ben Oosthuizen. Gert’s parents tragically died together in 
2011 after a leaking gas heater caused them to fall asleep, and never wake up again. Suzette died 
in 2018 after suffering from cancer.  
 
On the 19th of April 1988, Constable Marti Nel was honoured with a full military funeral from the 
Dutch Reformed Church “Klipkerk” in Vryheid, and he was laid to rest in the Vryheid Cemetery, right 
next to Lance Corporal André Dan Mostert who was laid to rest there five years earlier. Also present 
at his funeral were Generals Cloete and Van Eyck.  
 
Constable “Ouboet” Oosthuizen was laid to rest with full military honours in Kestell in the Free State, 
and his funeral was attended by General Bert Wandrag. Oosthuizen’s girlfriend Miss. Annaline 
Marais was there when Ouboet was laid to rest in the Hero’s Acre. The inscription on both their 
grave stones are exactly the same: “Ek het jou by jou naam geroep, jy is myne. Jesaja 43 vers 
1”. 
 
Nel’s name is inscribed on the War Memorial at the St. Peter’s Anglican Church in Vryheid, and 
together with the name of Constable Oosthuizen, and sadly too many other police men, and women, 
it also appears on the South African Police Memorial at the Union Buildings in Pretoria.  

• South African Police Silver Cross for Gallantry 
The then State President of South Africa, Mr. P.W. Botha, posthumously awarded the South African 
Police Silver Cross for Gallantry to Constables Marthinus Jacobus Nel, and Gerhardus 
Cornelius Oosthuizen, and at a ceremony held at the South African Police College in Pretoria on 
21 June 1989, their bravery medals were officially handed over to the fathers of Constables Nel and 
Oosthuizen, by the then Minister of Law and Order, Minister Adriaan Vlok. 
 
Servamus et Servimus. 
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Photographs 

• No W413798R Constable MJ Nel 
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Marthi Nel the number 1 Rugby front rower in the colours of Northern Natal supporting the jumper 
in the line out. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathi and friends on their way to the top of Table Mountain in a Cable Car 
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Cst. Nel with a Land Cruiser during a patrol in the Drakensberg when he was stationed at 
Himeville  
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Cst Marti Nel and Cst Hendrik Vermaak                                 

 

 Constable Nel posing with a shotgun in 
police uniform on the top of a Casspir 
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Marthi Nel loved his Ford X3 

 
Ouboet's Blue Honda. Photo taken at Witsieshoek.  
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The parents of Cst. Nel, Francis and Ben Nel 
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Ben Nel and his son Francois being consoled by war veteran Mike de Lange. 

 
Ben Nel in conversation with a friend of the family. 

 
Final respects to Cst Nel by Major General Mulder van Eyck 
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Grandfather Marthinus Nel, saying a final farewell to his namesake. 

 
Major General Doempie Cloete, a Police Chaplain, paying his last respects to Cst Nel. 
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Oom Nic and Tannie Sharon Nel saying a last farewell to Marti. On their right in black stands Lidia 
Burger. 

 
Schalk and Antoinette van Zyl saying their last goodbyes to Marti. 

 
Prayer: Police officers remove their head dress and bow their heads in respect.  
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• No W420955R Constable GC Oosthuizen 
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• Press Clippings 

 
Beeld, Thursday, 14 April 1988 
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• Medals and Medal Parade 

 
Medal parade, SAPS College Pretoria, 21 June 1989. Messers Ben Nel and Gert Oosthuizen, 
pictured after they had received their son's gallantry medals from the then Minister of Law and Order, 
Mr. Adriaan Vlok. 

 
Ltr. Francis and Ben Nel with Gert and Antjie Oosthuizen  
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Buried side by side high up on the Mountain 

• Lieutenant Marthinus Gert Thomas Ferreira (SAAF) 

• F/Sergeant Ronald Grant (SAAF) 
 

Tommie Ferreira was born in 1921 at Vryheid, as the son of Petrus Gerhardus “Oupa Piet” Ferreira, 
born 1890, and Martina Jacoba “Ouma Lientjies” Le Grange, born 1895, of the farm Brakspruit, 
about 33 kilometres from Vryheid, on the gravel road towards Babanango. When they were married 
on 25 June 1918 in Vryheid, Petrus was a farmer at Vaalkrans near Vryheid and Martina a school 
teacher in Standerton. Years later the Ferreira’s lived, and farmed on the farms Welverdiend near 
Barklieside, and Sunrise on the Dundee to Nqutu road. 
 
Tommie had only one sibling, a sister, named Aletta Alberta “Lettie” Fuchs ex Wentworth, who was 
born Ferreira in 1929. Lettie died in 2012 at the Golden Harvest Retirement Village in Sandbaai, 
and her only child, Martina Letitia Ferreira born Wentworth, lives in Durban North. 
 
Tommie grew up on the farm. Life was tough, but he enjoyed the freedom, helping in the kitchen, 
and inspecting the farm on horseback, with his father. When his baby sister Lettie arrived, he helped 
feed her with a bottle, as he was already a “Pro” at bottle feeding lambs and calves. When he was 
old enough, Tommie was sent to school at NRS in Vryheid, and was only 16 years old when he 
matriculated from Vryheid High School at the end of 1937.  
 
Tommie proceeded to the Military College in Pretoria, to fulfil his dream of flying aeroplanes. Cadet 
Ferreira joined the SAAF, and during flight training, Tommie flew various aircraft, including the Avro 
Tutor, Hawker Hart, Jungmann Bucker, Miles Magister, Hawker Audax and the Tiger Moth. His first 
Solo flight was on 1 November 1939 in an Avro Tutor, and he qualified for his “Wings” on 1 July 
1940, and was sent Up North.  
 
Lieutenant Marthinus Gert Thomas Ferreira of the 11th Squadron SAAF, was killed on 10 April 1941 
during the Abyssinian campaign. He was only 19 years old. His Fairy Battle crashed into a mountain 
in bad weather. Ferreira was reported missing together with his air gunner, Flight Sergeant Ronald 
Grant, when their aircraft disappeared whilst on a return flight after bombing Italian positions in 
Abyssinia. The aircraft formation encountered heavy cloud and inclement weather over Deder, and 
split up. Once clear of cloud, Tommie’s aircraft failed to re-join the formation. The wreck and the 
remains of the airmen were discovered a month later. 
 

Vryheid Gazette, 6 February 1942: Lieut. Marthinus G.T. Ferreira, of the S.A.A.F., AGED 19½ 
years, son of Mr. and Mrs. P.G. Ferreira of Brakspruit, Vryheid; killed in action on the 10th April 1941 
during the Abyssinian Campaign. He was educated at the Vryheid High School, where he 
matriculated at the age of 16. He then proceeded to the Military College at Pretoria and at the 
outbreak of War he was one of the first to go up North.” 

 
Frans Moolman, who has been living and farming on Klipfontein farm near Vryheid for more than 90 
years, says he knew the Ferreira’s well. Back then the Moolman’s owned a house on the corners of 
Church and Deputasie Streets, which is today known as “Oxford Lodge”. Moolman recalls that 
Martina had moved to town from Brakspruit after she had received the devastating news of 
Tommie’s death, and for many months she had lived there with the Moolman’s.   
 
F/Sergeant Ronald Grant was the son of Ian Alister Grant and of Annie Laurie Grant neé Dobson 
from the farms Weltevreden, and Nagude near Modjadjiskloof, and Tzaneen in the Letaba district of 
Limpopo. Ronald had a brother Douglas Haig Grant and a sister Gladys Ino Dovey neé Grant. 
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Ronald was educated at the King George VII School, better known as KES, in Johannnesburg, and 
his name is inscribed on that schools roll of honour. 
 
 
Chris and Raymond Dando, the owners of the farm Rothayes in the Mojajiskloof report that they 
purchased it from Douglas Haig Grant in 2006, and on this farm, there is a 100-hectare indigenous 
forest named the “Ronald Grant Nature Reserve”. The Dando’s say that this Grant family from 
Duiwelskloof was directly linked to the famous Grants Whiskey Brand, and that Ian Alister was 
disinherited by the Grant’s, because he had refused to take up arms against his Afrikaner friends, 
and during the Anglo Boer War, in the British army, he only served as an unarmed stretcher bearer. 
The Boers also accused him of selling them out to the British. The Grant’s from Mojajiskloof were 
all buried on Weltevreden farm. 
 
In January 2018, Chris Dando sent a photograph of a sign board to the writer. The board clearly 
read “Ronald Grant Nature Reserve”, and it was badly rusted. Fearing that the rust will obliterate 
the sign writing on the board, I asked, and Chris Dando obliged. In April 2018, the “Ronald Grant 
Nature Reserve”, in the Mojajiskloof, had a brand-new sign board. 
 
After Lieutenant Ferreira’s death, Captain Kelly of 11 Squadron, wrote an emotional letter to 
Tommie’s father, explaining how he had the honour to perform the last rights for Tommie, and how 
the news of Tommie and Ronald’s death arrived per the son of an Abyssinian Headman, reporting 
that the wreck of a SAAF aircraft was found near a village named Deder, and that the bodies of the 
airmen were carried into the village. Kelly described the beautiful countryside they drove through to 
get to Deder, and how they were led into the house of a former Italian Commissioner of that area, 
and found the bodies of Tommie and Ronald in neatly handmade Red Mountain wood coffins, with 
burning candles, flowers and Abyssinian soldiers guarding them. Kelly described the funeral that 
was held for Tommie and Ronald, and how they were “Buried side by side high up on the 
mountain”. 
 
On 22 April 1941, Major C. Gay van Pittius wrote to Mr. Ferreira. He wrote that Tommie was a 
popular and loyal officer of the Squadron, and fondly known to the men as “Frikkie”. 
 
Ferreira and Grant’s remains were later exhumed, and moved to the Addis Ababa War Cemetery in 
Ethiopia where they again rest “Side by Side”. The inscription on Tommie’s grave reads “HY HET 
GELEWE EN GESTERWE, HY VIR JOU SUID AFRIKA”, and on Ronald’s grave stone it reads “IN 
THE SHADOW OF THY WINGS WILL I MAKE MY REFUGE…MY HEART IS FIXED”. 
 
The name of Lieutenant M.G.T. Ferreira is inscribed on the War Memorial in Vryheid. 
 
Lest we Forget. 
 

 
Left & centre: Lt. Marthinus Gert Thomas “Tommie” Ferreira. Right: Flight Sergeant Ronald Grant. 

he was from the Mojadji's Kloof near Tzaneen and was educated at KES. 
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Lt. M.G.T. Ferreira, far right, and two other officers of the 11th Squadron SAAF, posing in front of a 
Fairy Battle aircraft. 

 
A Fairy Battle Light Bomber Air craft. 
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Left: Aletta Alberta Ferreira.                                  Right: Oupa Piet, Ouma Lientjies and Lettie 

 
Addis Ababa War Cemetery. 
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Left: Grave Stone of Lt. MGT Ferreira. The inscription on his grave stone reads “HY HET GELEWE 
EN HY HET GESTERWE VIR JOU DUID AFRIKA”. 
Right: Grave stone of Flight Sergeant Ronald Grant. The inscription on his grave stone reads “IN 
THE SHADOW OF THY WINGS WILL I MAKE MY REFUGE...MY HEART IS FIXED”. 
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Letter from Captain Kelly 
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Letter from Lt. Colonel Rogers 
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Letter from Major C. Gey van Pittius 
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Ronald Grant Nature Reserve. 
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Squadron Sergeant Major Percy Coupe of the South African Mounted 
Rifles 

 
As of April, the 1st, 1913 there were two police forces formed within the Union of South Africa. The 
South African Mounted Rifles, and the South African Police. 
 
Percy Coupe was born on the 4th of April 1878, in Douglas, the Capital of the Isle of Man. Percy’s 
father was a tobacconist, Joseph Coupe who was born in Oldham, Lancashire, in Northern England, 
and Percy’s mother was Mary Platt who was originally from Lincoln, Lincolnshire, in England. Joseph 
Coupe moved to the Isle of Man in about the year 1860, and he and Mary were married in the Parish 
Church in the Parish of Kirk Braddan on the 1st September 1864, and they were resident in Georges 
Walk in Douglas, at that time. Originally Joseph was a “Grocer” by trade, but later in life, and until 
his death, he was the owner of the “Coupe’s Cigar Depot”, in Victoria Street, in Douglas. 
 
Percy Coupe het eight siblings, of which four were girls and the other four, boys. Ernest John Coupe; 
Annie Mona Crellin Coupe; Douglas Henry Coupe; Samuel Hallsworth Coupe; Ethel Coupe; Harriet 
Susannah Coupe; Frances May Coupe; and Joseph Coupe. Francis May and Joseph died at 
infancy, and Douglas Henry Coupe later owned the Coupe’s Cigar Depot after their father’s death. 
 
Michael Coupe, who lives in Kirkcudbright on the Solway Coast of Scotland, is a descendant of the 
Coupe family, and Michael says that on a clear bright day he can see the Isle of Man from where he 
lives. His father was also named Percy, after the uncle who died in South Africa. Michael writes that 
his great uncle Percy Coupe must have been educated in Douglas until the age of about fourteen 
years, and perhaps seeking adventure, he came out to South Africa at the age of eighteen years, in 
about the time of the Jameson raid in 1895 or 1896. Percy Coupe served with Kitchener’s Fighting 
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Scouts during the Anglo Boer War from 1898 to 1902, and he joined the St. George’s Masonic Lodge 
in Vryheid from 1911. 
 
The Isle of Man Times, dated 21 October 1899, reports: “Mr Percy Coupe, the son of Mr Coupe, 
tobacconist in Douglas, who joined the Natal Mounted Police about the time of the Jameson raid, 
has been promoted to sergeant.” 
 
Mona’s Herald dated 21 March 1900 reports: “Coupe, Percy, Cape Mounted Police, on the border 
of Basutuland. Son of Mr Coupe, Victoria-street, Douglas.” 
 
Mona’s Herald dated 4 April 1900, also reports: “LETTER FROM A DOUGLAS MAN. A MEMBER 
OF THE NATAL MOUNTED POLICE……. The following  letter has been received by Mr. Joseph 
Coupe…………..The Post office authorities have notified me that no parcel of tobacco has arrived 
for me……….The war is still dragging on slowly…………The most important revelation is the 
inefficiency of our of our artillery, which has been outclassed altogether………..The best and ablest 
officer we have in South Africa is our own darling chief - Colonel Dartnell, of the Natal Mounted 
Police……….Your loving and devoted son. PEP” 
 
Isle of Man Times, dated 2 September 1905, reports: “A BRAVE MANX MAN - HE SAVES 24 
LIVES, In the “Natal Gazette” appears a report on the loss of life which occurred in the Inanda 
Division during the storm of May 31 and June 1………I bring to the notice of the Government the 
part played by Sergt. Coupe and Tpr. Treanor in saving the lives of 24 Indians…………Although 
Sergt. Coupe could not swim, he entered the water of the overflowing Umhlothi river………he 
discarded the rope, and went forward with Tpr. Treanor, and rescued the exhausted Indians……….” 
 
Isle of Man Examiner, dated 31 May 1913, reports: “Estate of Mary Coupe. - Mr. Edwin Kneen 
presented the petition of Samuel Hallsworth Coupe, for probate of the will of Mary Coupe, deceased, 
- English probate of March 10th 1913…..” 
 
 
Monas’s Herald, dated 29 October 1913, reports: “The friends of Sergt. Major Percy Coupe, third 
son of the late Joseph Coupe, and brother of Mr. Douglas Coupe, tobacconist……. will be very sorry 
to hear that he is seriously ill. Mr. Coupe was in charge of the Natal Mounted Police during the 
recent riots in Johannesburg, and while camping out during the cold nights he had the misfortune to 
catch a chill.”1 
 
Isle of Man Examiner, dated 10 January 1914, reports: “On Christmas Day, Sergt. Major Percy 
Coupe, of the Natal Mounted Police passed away as the outcome of an illness while on duty in 
charge of a detachment of police at Johannesburg during the strike riots of August last………. His 
energy and conscientious discharge of duty secured him rapid promotion…….Sergt. Major Coupe 
was a son of the late Mr. Joseph Coupe, tobacconist, Douglas, and brother to Mr. Douglas Coupe, 
tobacconist, Victoria street.”  
 
Squadron Sergeant Major Percy Coupe passed away on Christmas Day 1913, in the Vryheid 
Hospital. Percy had a very close lady friend in Vryheid, an Irish lass named Jeanette O’Bryen. Before 
his death Percy had been stationed in Vryheid with the S.A.M.R., and he, and Jeanette had been 
residing at the same address, at “Kayalami” or “Kya Lami” in Landdrost Street. Some believe that 
Percy and Jeanette had actually already been engaged to be married. After his death Sergeant 
Major Coupe’s Masonic regalia was inherited by his one brother Douglas Henry Coupe, and the rest 
of his personal belongings he had bequeathed to Jeanette O’Bryen. What had happened to Jeanette 
O’Bryen after Percy’s death, remains a mystery for now. 
 

 
1 After 1st April 1913 NMP should read SA Mounted Rifles – HBH.  
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On the 29th of December 1913, Lieutenant Thomas Houlditch Hedges, of the 3rd Regiment South 
African Mounted Rifles, officially reported the death, on Christmas day 1913, of Squadron Sergeant 
Major Percy Coupe.  
 
Thomas Houlditch Hedges was born in England in the year 1879. He married Janet Jones, in 
Pietermaritzburg, on 13 October 1927, and at the time of their marriage he was a Police Inspector 
at Eshowe in Zululand, and Janet was from Melmoth. 
 
Squadron Sergeant Major Percy Coupe was afforded a semi-military funeral and he was laid to rest 
in the Vryheid Cemetery. He shares a memorial stone with both his parents Joseph and Mary, as 
well as his brother in law, Stanley Thomas Crellin, in the Rake Lane Cemetery at Wallasey in 
England. 
 
Lest we Forget. 

• Photographs 
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Stone marking the grave of Squadron Sergeant Major Percy Coupe of the 
South African Mounted Rifles in the Vryheid Cemetery. 
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End | Slot 
Dear reader  
Please note that in this quasi-historical magazine we make use 
of various sources and consequently it is obvious that the 
document contains various diverse and personal opinions of 
different people and the author of the Nongqai cannot be held 
responsible or be liable in his personal capacity. 
Geagte leser  
Vir hierdie kwasiehistoriese tydskrif maak ons van verskeie 
bronne gebruik en bevat die dokument uiteraard uiteenlopende 
en diverse persoonlike menings van verskillende persone en 
die opsteller van die Nongqai kan nie in sy persoonlike 
hoedanigheid daarvoor verantwoordelik of aanspreeklik gehou 
word nie. 
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