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ADMINISTRATION | ADMINISTRASIE

Publisher | Uitgewer
The Nongqai is compiled by Hennie Heymans (HBH) a retired Brigadier of the late South African
Police Force and this e-magazine is published on ISSUU. Hennie lives in Pretoria, ZA. He is
passionate about our police-, military- and national security history and holds a MA-degree in
National Strategic Studies. Any opinions expressed by him, are entirely his own.
Die Nongqai word saamgestel deur Hennie Heymans (HBH), 'n afgetrede brigadier van die
voormalige Suid-Afrikaanse Polisiemag en hierdie e-tydskrif word op ISSUU gepubliseer. Hennie
woon in Pretoria, ZA. Hy is passievol oor ons polisie-, militêre- en nasionale veiligheidsgeskiedenis
en het 'n MA-graad in Nasionale Strategiese Studies verwerf. Enige menings wat hy uitspreek, is
uitsluitlik sy eie.

Contact Details | Kontakbesonderhede

Aim | Doel
Our goal is to collect and record our national security history for publication in the Nongqai for
future generations.
Ons doel is om die nasionale veiligheidsgeskiedenis in die Nongqai aan te teken en so vir die
nageslagte bewaar.

Policy | Beleid
We publish the articles and stories as we receive them from our correspondents; we only correct
the spelling mistakes. It's important to publish the stories in the form and context as we receive them
from our correspondents. Policemen and defence personnel have their own language and the have
their own sub-culture. We are not a scientific or literary journal. We only work with historical building
blocks.
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Ons gebruik die artikels en stories soos ons dit van ons korrespondente ontvang; ons maak slegs
die spelfoute reg. Dis belangrik om die stories te bewaar in die vorm en in die konteks soos ons dit
ontvang. Lede van die veiligheidsmagte het hul eie taal en ons moet dit ook so aanteken. Ons is
nie ‘n letterkundige of wetenskaplike joernaal nie. Ons werk slegs met die boustene van
geskiedenis.

WELCOME | WELKOM
Welcome to this special edition. We hope you find it interesting and that this issue clears up an
unfortunate event from the past. Thanks to all that participated.

FRONT COVER | VOORBLAD

On the cover in the late Mr Olof Palme
and the late Mr Oliver Tambo.
Our thanks to our colleague Frans
Bedford-Visser who came up with the
design for the cover.
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Licence

VISIT OUR WEBSITE | BESOEK ONS WEBWERF

http://www.samirror.com
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Introduction (HBH)
For more than 20 years the world has been hearing rumours that South Africa (read: mainly Craig
Williamson) was involved in the murder of Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme. True, the Swedes
were no friends of the former ‘Apartheid’ South African government. But, Swedish investigators, with
all relevant diplomatic resources, legal powers and world-class forensic evidence and prime sources
at their disposal, now have identified the man whom they suspect assassinated Olof Palme in 1986.
Their suspect is Stig Engström - the so-called 'Skandia man'.
Circumstances dictated that South Africa had to have an excellent intelligence community in order
to survive the internal and international onslaught. Like Israel and Rhodesia, the South Africans had
their back to the wall. The intelligence services consisted of the police, defence force and national
intelligence. At the head of the police intelligence were people like Spymaster Johann Coetzee, MajGen Herman Stadler, Major Craig Williamson and many others.
It must also be stated that apart from alleged South African involvement in the assassination, there
were a few other parties, also suspected for the assassination. South Africa was not the only
suspect.

No Surprise
I don’t blame people who think South Africa (or Craig Williamson or the SADF) committed this
dastardly act.
It comes as no surprise that South Africa was fingered for the assassination of Olof Palme. I know
we were good! Our scoreboard is there for all to see! We had good spies and agents. (We have
7

divulged many successful operations but we will never divulge who our secret sources were – that
will remain secret for ever.) But it was not in South Africa’s interest to assassinate Olaf Palme. There
were far better choices (or targets)! Think for a moment for yourself! What would such an
assassination in real terms mean for South Africa – the risks were far greater than the advantages.
Had we been caught in the act; the consequences would have been too ghastly to contemplate. It
would have been a political disaster.

The British Press
• The ultimate Scandi thriller: The shooting of Swedish premier Olof
Palme in 1986 became one of the most notorious unsolved murders
of the century. Now, writes GUY ADAMS, the police reckon they've
got their man — 20 years after he killed himself!
By Guy Adams for The Daily Mail
The shots that killed Olof Palme left behind not just a body and a pool of blood but a murder mystery
that would endure for more than 30 years.
It was shortly after 11pm on Friday, February 28, 1986 and Sweden's colourful but divisive prime
minister was walking through the freezing streets of Stockholm with his wife Lisbet.
The couple were without their bodyguard, having sent him home earlier that day before deciding to
visit a local cinema, which was showing a well-reviewed new film called The Brothers Mozart.
After leaving the auditorium, they had said goodbye to their son Marten and his girlfriend, who had
come along too, and started walking back to their apartment.
At 11.21pm, the killer struck.

Left: The shots that killed Olof Palme left behind not just a body and a pool of blood but a murder
mystery that would endure for more than 30 years
Right: It was shortly after 11pm on Friday, February 28, 1986 and Sweden's colourful but divisive
prime minister was walking through the freezing streets of Stockholm with his wife Lisbet. Pictured:
The aftermath of the shooting
A man emerged from the shadows, wandered calmly up behind Palme, pulled a Smith & Wesson
Magnum revolver from his pocket and fired two rounds.
One grazed Lisbet, causing minor injuries. The other entered the back of Palme's neck and severed
his carotid artery, killing him almost instantly.
The assailant, who wore a dark jacket, was seen jogging away down an alley. He went up a flight of
steps towards a busy road and effectively disappeared.
His victim was taken to hospital and pronounced dead on arrival shortly after midnight.
That was more than 34 years ago.
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Over the intervening decades, police have dedicated hundreds of thousands of hours and more than
600 million krone [£51.2 million] to tracking down the killer, filling a warehouse with 250 shelves full
of case files, 11 of them dedicated to audio and video recordings.
More than 130 people have falsely confessed to being the mysterious killer in black.
And as recently as last month, the five detectives still working full-time on the investigation were
receiving between three and four tip-offs a week.
One of the many colourful lines of inquiry was the subject of extensive research by the late Stieg
Larsson, Swedish author of The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo, who spent years researching claims
that Palme was murdered in an elaborate plot orchestrated by South African spies.
One of the many colourful lines of inquiry was the subject of
extensive research by the late Stieg Larsson, Swedish author
of The Girl With The Dragon Tattoo
Indeed, the dramatic circumstances of this grisly assassination on
the streets of Stockholm could have leapt straight from the script
of one of the so-called Scandi Noir dramas — such as The Killing,
The Bridge and Wallander — that have so captivated British
audiences in recent years.
But now, finally, the police's work is done. And they do not believe
Stieg Larsson's theory.
Instead, at a press conference yesterday morning, Krister Petersson, the prosecutor leading the
inquiry, identified Palme's likely assassin as one Stig Engstrom, a former soldier and member of a
Stockholm gun club.
There is, Petersson said, 'reasonable evidence' Engstrom carried out the crime because he detested
the prime minister's socialist beliefs.
At a press conference yesterday morning, Krister Petersson,
the prosecutor leading the inquiry, identified Palme's likely
assassin as one Stig Engstrom, a former soldier and member
of a Stockholm gun club
'We can't get around one person as the perpetrator: he is Stig
Engstrom,' declared Petersson.
'How he acted is how we believe the murderer would have acted...
he was also part of a circle that was very strongly critical of Olof
Palme and his politics.'
Engstrom worked in a nearby office and was one of about 20
witnesses who came forward to say they were present at the murder
scene.
However, only a court can pronounce him definitively guilty,
Petersson added. And because the suspect killed himself in 2000
at the age of 66, no proper trial can now take place.
With this in mind, police chiefs have decided there is little point in continuing their costly inquiries,
so one of the world's longest murder investigations has been closed.
Stig Engstrom had first emerged as a major suspect two years ago, after a Swedish journalist
contacted police with evidence that Engstrom might have borrowed the murder weapon from a
firearms dealer he had met at a gun club.
The journalist described the man as a loner with few prospects whose career had stalled, resulting
in a 'drive to be recognised, to make something of himself'.
Police took DNA samples from Engstrom's relatives, while the Press promptly dubbed him 'Skandia
man' because he worked at the head office of the Skandia insurance company close to the murder
scene.
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Palme's son Marten announced that Engstrom's description matched that of a man seen loitering
outside the cinema, while a pedestrian who witnessed the shots being fired said he thought it 'very
possible' that Engstrom was the killer.

Stig Engstrom had first emerged as a major suspect two
years ago, after a Swedish journalist contacted police with
evidence that Engstrom might have borrowed the murder
weapon from a firearms dealer he had met at a gun club
The conflicting witness statements Engstrom gave led
detectives to conclude his story didn't add up.
That it should have taken so long to identify him as the killer is due partly to appalling flaws in the
initial police investigation, in which vital clues were missed.
The crime scene was not secured, which led to the wrongful arrest of one innocent man and the
wrongful conviction of another.
Then there were the many enemies Palme made in his political career.
The son of a rich industrialist, Palme (whose name is pronounced 'Ulof Palmer') was born in 1927
and had a privileged upbringing before embracing socialism after World War II.
Elected to the Swedish parliament in 1957 for the Left-wing Social Democratic Party, he became
prime minister in 1969 and began a rapid expansion of his country's welfare state, increasing taxes,
strengthening trade unions, extending free childcare and giving tub-thumping speeches about
inequality.
But if his domestic policies riled opponents at home, it was Palme's pronouncements on foreign
affairs — at the time of the Cold War — that made headlines elsewhere.
Attacked for his perceived support of Moscow and endorsement of communist regimes in Cuba and
Nicaragua, he vigorously opposed the war in Vietnam, once comparing the U.S. bombing of Hanoi
to the Nazi construction of the Treblinka death camp.
Palme was also a leading opponent of apartheid-era South Africa, calling for sanctions against the
white government in both his first term as PM, which continued until 1976, and a second that
stretched from 1982 until his death.
His stances on these and other issues were why his assassination gave rise to so many conspiracy
theories linking the killing to vested interests.
Grieving citizens laid hundreds of flowers at
the site of Palme's murder
The first suspect to be arrested, just 17 days into
the investigation, was drug addict Victor
Gunnarsson, who was allegedly linked to farRight groups.
Several witnesses claimed he had made hateful
comments about Palme in the run-up to the
shooting.
Particles found on Gunnarsson's clothing also
suggested he had recently fired a gun — but this
was not proven to be the murder weapon and he
was soon released, though he was kept under
observation by a secret task force.
They failed to turn up any new evidence and Gunnarsson later emigrated to the U.S., where — to
the excitement of conspiracy theorists — his body was found in 1994 in woods in North Carolina,
with two gunshot wounds to the head.
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Indeed, the dramatic circumstances of
this grisly assassination on the streets of
Stockholm could have leapt straight from
the script of one of the so-called Scandi
Noir dramas. Pictured: Palme's funeral
Next in the police's sights was the Kurdistan
Workers Party, or PKK, a group that in the
early 1980s had murdered several of its
former members, leading Palme to classify
it as a terrorist organisation.
But although 22 arrests were made in
January 1987 after police raids on the
homes of several suspected members and
at a bookshop linked to the group, no one was ever charged with the crime.
Fast forward two years and the focus shifted to petty criminal Christer Pettersson (no relation to the
prosecutor), who bore a strong resemblance to e-fit pictures of the suspect that had just been made
public.
He was then identified by both Palme's widow Lisbet and his son Marten at a police ID parade, and
jailed for life for the assassination, in 1989, after a trial in which the judges were split.
Pettersson was freed on appeal later that year, after it emerged that police had 'contaminated' the
line-up by telling the witnesses he was an alcoholic.
By then, other wild theories about the killing were doing the rounds. Some blamed a cohort of
Swedish police officers with far-Right views (who were rumoured to have celebrated Palme's murder
by drinking champagne), while others pointed the finger at Sweden's own security services.
Naturally, the KGB was also blamed: at a secret meeting in Switzerland, Soviet agents had
supposedly entertained the idea of having Palme 'swept away' for refusing to follow the orders of
Kremlin handlers.
A 2005 book called Blood On The Snow linked the
murder to claims that Palme intended to block a
lucrative deal for the Swedish arms firm Bofors to
supply the Indian government with artillery.
The son of a rich industrialist, Palme (whose name
is pronounced 'Ulof Palmer') was born in 1927 and
had a privileged upbringing before embracing
socialism after World War II. Pictured: The bloody
scene of his murder

Palme was also a leading opponent of apartheidera South Africa, calling for sanctions against the
white government
It was suggested that on the day of Palme's
assassination he had held a meeting with the Iraqi
ambassador to Sweden, Mohammed Saeed al-Sahhaf
(who found fame during the second Gulf War as
Saddam Hussein's PR man 'Comical Ali'), at which he
had been told vast bribes had been paid to secure the
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contract, in what became known as the 'Bofors Scandal'.
The book claimed this led Palme to contact a senior Bofors figure to ask about the allegation, leading
in turn to his murder.
But perhaps the most widespread conspiracy theory revolved around South Africa, where the
authorities were upset by Palme's financial and diplomatic support for the anti-apartheid campaign.
After the collapse of apartheid in 1990, a white former security officer, Colonel Eugene De Kock,
said the South African government had murdered Palme because of his anti-apartheid stance, which
had made headlines just a week before the shooting when he had delivered a high-profile speech
against segregation.
But although Swedish detectives travelled to South Africa in 1996 to research the claim, no arrests
were ever made.
Which leads us back to Stieg Larsson, the bestselling crime author and journalist who was
investigating potential South African links to the crime in the run-up to his own death from a heart
attack in 2005.

If his domestic policies riled opponents at home, it was Palme's pronouncements on foreign
affairs — at the time of the Cold War — that made headlines elsewhere
Notes compiled by Larsson claimed the apartheid regime had used a middleman in Cyprus and farRight activists in Sweden to carry out the murder.
After Larsson posthumously achieved fame, his notes were turned into a book called The Man Who
Played With Fire by fellow journalist and colleague Jan Stocklassa.
At the time of the book's publication, Stocklassa said: 'When I found his archive, I decided to meet
these people [those Larsson suspected] and have added quite a lot of information to the puzzle and
handed it over to police.'
Yesterday, despite the prosecutor's announcement, Stocklassa was still insisting that claims
Engstrom was the murderer were 'not at all credible' and he remained 'completely convinced' that
South Africa was to blame.
Engstrom's ex-wife, whom he divorced in 1999, also insists he is innocent. 'It is out of the question,'
she said. 'He was too much of a coward. He wouldn't harm a fly.'
So whatever the authorities say, those conspiracy theories may still have some way to run.
Share or comment on this article:
The shooting of Olof Palme in 1986 became one of the most notorious unsolved murders of
the century
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8408083/The-shooting-Olof-Palme-1986-one-notoriousunsolved-murders-century.html

Accusations
Wikipedia: Assassination of Olof Palme
Let us look at the wikipedia page on the Assassination of Olof Palme:
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“On 10 June 2020, chief prosecutor Krister Petersson, in charge of the investigation, announced his
conclusion that Stig Engström, also known as the "Skandia Man", was the most likely suspect.
However, as Engström died on 26 June 2000, and no further investigative or judicial measures were
possible, the investigation was officially closed. The case eventually closed on 10 June 2020. 1

● “The Skandia man"
Petterson's theory is that Palme was shot by one Stig Engström, known as “the Skandia man"
(Skandiamannen) after his employer, the Skandia insurance company, whose head office is located
next to the murder scene. In earlier accounts Engström had been treated mostly as a witness,
specifically (by his own assertion) the first eyewitness to arrive at the scene of the murder. He had
also been briefly investigated by the police as a possible suspect, but this had subsequently been
dropped. Petterson posits a scenario where Engström, who had a strong dislike of Palme and his
policies, had chanced upon Palme in the street and shot him, possibly without premeditation.
Engström is dead, having committed suicide in 2000. 2

● The alleged South African Connection
On 21 February 1986 — a week before he was murdered — Palme made the keynote address to
the Swedish People's Parliament Against Apartheid held in Stockholm, attended by hundreds of
anti-apartheid sympathizers as well as leaders and officials from the ANC and the Anti-Apartheid
Movement such as Oliver Tambo. In the address, Palme said, "Apartheid cannot be reformed, it has
to be abolished." 3

● Craig Williamson
Ten years later, towards the end of September 1996, Colonel Eugene de Kock, a former South
African police officer, gave evidence to the Supreme Court in Pretoria, alleging that Palme had been
shot and killed because he "strongly opposed the apartheid regime and Sweden made substantial
contributions to the ANC". De Kock went on to claim he knew the person responsible for Palme's
murder. He alleged it was Craig Williamson, a former police colleague and a South African spy.
A few days later, former police Captain Dirk Coetzee4, who used to work with Williamson5, identified
Anthony White, a former Rhodesian Selous Scout with links to the South African security services,
as Palme's actual murderer.
Then a third person, Swedish mercenary Bertil Wedin, living in Northern Cyprus since 1985, was
named as the killer by former police Lt. Peter Caselton, who had worked undercover for Williamson.
The following month, in October 1996, Swedish police investigators visited South Africa, but were
unable to uncover evidence to substantiate de Kock's claims. 6
● CCB
A book that was published in 2007 suggested that a high-ranking Civil Cooperation
Bureau operative, Athol Visser (or 'Ivan the Terrible'), was responsible for planning and carrying out
Olof Palme's assassination. 7

1

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Olof_Palme (18-06-2020)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Olof_Palme (18-06-2020)
3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Olof_Palme (18-06-2020)
4
He was a disgruntled police officer treated unfairly by the police authorities and turned against his former colleagues.
He also suffered from diabetics – HBH.
5
Not true, Dirk Coetzee was attached to Vlakplaas (approx. 20 Kms from Wachthuis) while Craig Williamson was in
either Switzerland or at Wachthuis - HBH
6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Olof_Palme (18-06-2020)
7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Olof_Palme (18-06-2020)
2
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Jan Stocklassa: Craig Williamson
In the book: Stieg Larssons erfenis: Zijn jacht op de moordenaar van Olof Palme, by Jan Stocklassa
in his chapter “Het hart van de duisternis; Zuid-Afrika, december 2015” he writes on the murder of
Olaf Palme.
He starts by saying that he had studied certain documents at SAHA (South African History Archive)
that served before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. We will address these documents
later.
Jan Stocklassa writes: “Riaan Stander had in 1986 met Craig Williamson samengewerkt en hem
aangewezen als organisator van de moord op Olof Palme.” 8

Craig Williamson – Wikispooks
Craig Williamson is a former South African police major, exposed as a spy in 1980, who was involved
in a series of state-sponsored overseas bombings, burglaries, kidnappings, assassinations and
propaganda during the apartheid years.
Having admitted carrying out a number of the crimes, Craig Williamson applied for and was granted
amnesty by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission for the 1982 bombing of the ANC office in London,
and for the murders of Ruth First in 1982 and Marius Schoon's wife and daughter in 1984.
Although no charges have been brought against him, Williamson was accused by Eugene de Kock, the
commander of an apartheid-era police hit squad, to have been responsible for the February 1986 murder
of Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme. He was also alleged to have masterminded the October 1986
plane crash which killed President Samora Machel of Mozambique and the targeting UN Commissioner
for Namibia Bernt Carlsson on Pan Am Flight 103 on 21 December 1988. 9

● Operation Longreach
Eugene de Kock also accused Craig Williamson of syphoning off IUEF funds to establish a dirty tricks
operation in Pretoria known as Longreach in order to target apartheid's opponents both in South Africa
and abroad. Reporting to the State Security Council (SSC) and funded by General Neels van Tonder's
Military Intelligence (MI) and security police slush funds, Longreach had an extremely vague mandate
which effectively gave it unlimited authority. Longreach's speciality was foreign operations which, thanks
to Williamson's experience, were focused on Europe and the United Kingdom. Virtually all
documentation relating to Longreach was destroyed prior to 1994 during the presidency of F W de Klerk.
However, some of South Africa's covert operations in Europe - especially Scandinavia - were uncovered,
and revealed two Longreach members working with Swedish sympathisers.
The Uppsala group was handled through a front organisation Casalee Group which was based in
Antwerp until the late 1980s when Belgian police raided the premises in connection with alleged gunrunning. The office was closed and Casalee relocated to England where it continued to operate under a
different name Defence Company Ltd (Defco) which offered MI's Directorate Covert Collection
and Armscor a springboard in Europe.
In October 1985, MI drew up a top-secret report for General van Tonder confirming that the AntiApartheid Movement (AAM) were planning to meet in Stockholm in February 1986:
"Historically, the ANC receives 50 per cent of its funding from Sweden and enjoys the support of
Mr Olof Palme, the Swedish premier, who is at the forefront of European action against South
8

https://books.google.co.za/books?id=ug1tDwAAQBAJ&pg=PT283&dq=Olaf+palme+Rian+Stander&hl=af&sa=X&ved=
0ahUKEwj83cf7govqAhWVQhUIHQOEBfoQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=Olaf%20palme%20Rian%20Stander&f=false
(18-06-2020)
9
https://wikispooks.com/wiki/Craig_Williamson (18-06-2020)
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Africa," the report pointed out. The most chilling paragraph read: "Action proposed previously
against Mr Palme should now be given urgent attention." Someone - presumably Van Tonder wrote in black ink against this passage: "Agreed!"
By 20 November 198510, it was evident that the SSC had sanctioned the proposed Swedish
operation code-named Slingervel. Brigadier Tolletjie Botha had personally put Williamson and
his Longreach group in the picture about what the SSC wanted. Next to the final paragraph of
Brigadier Botha's memorandum someone had handwritten:
"Inform Williamson how it is to be done, please!"
This would have been an instruction from the senior intelligence officer, doubtless prompted by
the fact that Williamson came from a police milieu and knew little or nothing about military
discipline. It seems that there was scant respect for the Fat Man's abilities in certain military
circles, but he had to be tolerated. 11

● ANC office in Stockholm
In 1986, the ANC office in Stockholm was blown up. Williamson and Wedin were accused by a number
of sources, but no charges were brought against them. 12

● Olof Palme assassination
On 21 February 1986, Prime Minister Olof Palme addressed the Swedish People's Parliament against
Apartheid in Stockholm. Seven days later, Palme was shot and killed after attending the cinema with his
wife. The subsequent Stockholm police investigation into the murder was criticised for its lassitude and
incompetence for not quickly solving the crime. Five days after Palme's murder, Swedish journalist Per
Wästberg reported twice to the Swedish police that apartheid South Africa must have been involved, but
no action was taken by the police. Ten years later, Williamson was named by Eugene de Kock in a South
African court for Palme's murder, as were three others: Anthony White, Roy Allen and Bertil Wedin.
However, no South Africans were ever charged with the Palme assassination (nor was anyone else,
save for Christer Pettersson, who was acquitted on appeal). 13

● Williamson interviewed
Craig Williamson was interviewed in Pretoria on 23 April 1996. This is an extract:

Tor Sellström: There are also some people who have mentioned your name in connection with the
Palme assassination.
CW: It is fantasy.
TS: Is it plausible to talk about a South African link to the Palme assassination?
CW: I do not think that anybody here hated Olof Palme. If they were going to kill a head of state,
hell, there are a lot of people before Olof Palme that would have been on the list. I really do not
understand why Olof Palme. If they were prepared to do such a thing, I think that there would have
been quite a few other targets. One day I saw a newspaper article which said that the murder was
done by Koevoet under my command and that we had camped in the forests outside Stockholm in
winter. Some journalist asked me and I said:
"Yes, we actually went overland from Africa with Casspirs, all the way from Johannesburg. We drove
in Casspirs to Sweden. We did the operation and nobody saw us. Then he said: 'You are joking!' I
said: 'Well, please, do me a favour.' They said that it was Koevoet people. I said that 'we were trained
in desert warfare and now you tell me that we went and camped in the forests outside Stockholm in
the middle of winter. That nobody saw us, that we crept into the city and killed the Prime Minister
and left. And that nobody found one trace. That is really quite good."
On this date Craig Williamson was a Major in the Security Branch and section head of Intelligence – HBH.
https://wikispooks.com/wiki/Craig_Williamson (18-06-2020)
12
https://wikispooks.com/wiki/Craig_Williamson (18-06-2020)
13
https://wikispooks.com/wiki/Craig_Williamson (18-06-2020)
10
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Now there is some lunatic here in Pretoria who keeps telling the Swedes that I was the commander
and that he bought the gun. He is a madman. He wants money. 14

● Williamson accused
In February 2014, the Swedish Dagbladet (SvD) newspaper revealed its findings after a report that
South Africa lay behind the assassination of Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme. Novelist and
journalist Stieg Larsson's long-term partner Ewa Gabrielsson had provided Dagbladet with 15 boxes
of material that Larsson had compiled on his quest to solve the murder. Much of the paperwork
focused on Cyprus-based Swede Bertil Wedin, with documents stating that the suspected
mercenary may have been in contact with South African security services in the run up to the murder
of the fierce anti-apartheid critic Palme. SvD reported that Wedin had confessed four years before
the murder in a British court case that he had been in touch with South African agent Craig
Williamson.
Building upon the Dagbladet story, the BBC Radio 4 programme "Document" of 28 July 2014 presented by Gordon Corera - confirmed the South African narrative for Olof Palme's assassination.
Corera cited the following as potentially being implicated in Palme's murder:
● Peter Caselton
● Eugene de Kock
● Bertil Wedin and
● Craig Williamson.
The accusers were: convicted burglar Edward Aspinall, lawyer Peter Calcara, journalist Duncan
Campbell, former editor of Searchlight magazine Gerry Gable, former ANC intelligence chief Barry
Gilder, journalist Stieg Larsson, Guardian journalist David Leigh, anti-apartheid activist Tor
Sellström and Jan Stoklasa. 15

Craig Williamson: Wikipedia
Craig Michael Williamson (born 1949), is a former South African Police major, who was exposed
as a spy in 1980, and was involved in a series of state-sponsored overseas bombings, burglaries,
kidnappings, assassinations and propaganda during the apartheid era. 16

● Other incidents possibly linked to Williamson
On 21 February 1986, Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme addressed the anti-apartheid conference Svensk
folkriksdag mot apartheid (Swedish People's Parliament Against Apartheid) at the People's House
in Stockholm, Sweden. A week later, Palme was shot and killed after attending the cinema with his wife, Lisbeth
Palme. The subsequent Stockholm Police investigation into the murder was criticised for its lassitude and
incompetence for not quickly solving the crime. Five days after Palme's murder, Swedish author and journalist Per
Wästberg reported twice to the Swedish police that South African intelligence services must have been involved,
but no action was taken by the police. Ten years later, Williamson was named in a South African court for Palme's
murder, as were three others: Anthony White, Roy Allen and Bertil Wedin. However, no South Africans were ever
charged with the Palme assassination (nor was anyone else, save for Christer Pettersson, who was convicted,
then acquitted on appeal). 17

Daily Maverick
● Olaf Palme Assassination: The SA connection
By Terry Bell• 10 June 2020.06.20
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A few excerpts:
The Swedish police and prosecution authorities on Tuesday closed their 34-year investigation into
the 1986 assassination of Prime Minister Olof Palme. In the process, they named one prime suspect
and noted that ‘there was not enough evidence’ of a South African connection to the killing. However,
this is unlikely to put an end to the speculation about a South African connection since there are so
many unanswered questions and so many loose ends.
As such, Palme was a particular target for Pretoria. At that time, the apartheid state had also set up
a number of clandestine “dirty tricks” units including Operation Longreach, headed by Craig Michael
Williamson. This was the unit responsible for the letter bomb murders of Ruth First in Mozambique
in 1982 and of Jeanette Curtis and her six-year-old daughter, Katryn, in 1984. 18
But there were no direct leads to the Palme killing until the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
began its work in 1996. It was then that Eugene de Kock, the last commander of the notorious
Vlakplaas death squad, provided much of the evidence that exposed what the country got to know
about the level of callous brutality carried out on behalf of the apartheid state.
De Kock said he had no direct knowledge of the Palme murder, but noted that former security police
“analyst” and gun runner, Philip Powell, had told him that two of Williamson’s close associates, Jonty
and Cindy Leontsinis, knew who had carried out the Palme assassination. Williamson subsequently
denied all knowledge of involvement.
Jonty Leontsinis, a Johannesburg horticulturist who, with his wife, Cindy, operated within security
police and Military Intelligence fronts linked to Williamson, were never investigated or interviewed
by the TRC. Powell disappeared after flying to England, allegedly to study for a postgraduate degree.
19

The Washington Post
● Swedish police say they know who assassinated Prime Minister Olof
Palme, concluding a murder mystery
By Michael Birnbaum
June 10, 2020 at 6:07 p.m. GMT+2
A few excerpts:
“Speculation about who was behind the crime included the apartheid-era South African government,
which resented Palme for his outspoken left-wing views, and the Kurdish militant group the PKK. A
Swedish man was sentenced to life for the crime in 1988, but his conviction was thrown out the
following year on appeal.
On Wednesday, Swedish prosecutors identified a different key suspect: Stig Engstrom, then 52, a
Swedish graphic designer who was vocally opposed to Palme’s left-wing policies and worked at the
insurance company outside of which Palme was shot.” 20

Swedish PM assassination: Did apartheid agents kill Olof Palme?
● Sweden to announce findings following meeting with SA officials
10 June 2020 - 06:00BY GRAEME HOSKEN
A few excerpts:
18

Not so! Longreach was a Military Intelligence operation the name “Operation Longreach” was only used after 1985 HBH
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“On Monday, the UK’s Guardian newspaper reported that senior South African State Security
Agency officials had met with Swedish authorities in March at the department of international
relations and cooperation (Dirco) in Pretoria, where they received a dossier said to contain
information on the killing.
According to the newspaper, which quoted an unnamed South African intelligence source, the
meeting was requested by Swedish authorities.
The source told the newspaper: “There was a meeting between this Swedish investigation unit and
national intelligence arranged through Dirco … and we handed over a file to the Swedish
investigations unit. What they’ve done with it I’m not sure.”21

IOL
● WATCH: Apartheid government assassins cleared of Olof Palme's
assassination 34 years ago
By Sihle Mavuso Jun 10, 2020.06.20
An excerpt: Johannesburg - A Swedish investigation into the 1986 assassination of prime minister
Olof Palme has cleared the apartheid government hit squad of having anything to do with his murder
that haunted the country for decades.22
Times Live dated 11th of June 2020 carried an article with heading “Don’t Rule out South Africa …”
We quote three paragraphs from the article:

‘Don’t rule out SA’: its case closed on Olof Palme, but nobody’s convinced:
Jonathan Ancer
● Craig Williamson gives Times Select his take on the 34-year mystery,
a take that Swedish experts find hard to believe
11 June 2020
A few excerpts:
“Björkdahl had met retired general Chris Thirion, a former head of SA’s Military Intelligence (MI),
who told him he was sure that SA carried out the assassination. In October 2015 Björkdahl met a
serving general in Military Intelligence, who gave him names of SA operatives allegedly involved in
the killing, and offered to cooperate with the investigation in return for immunity for those involved.
Stocklassa and Björkdahl fed their information to the Swedish authorities.
“It’s extremely disappointing,” he23 said. “There was zero new evidence ... nothing new and no
evidence whatsoever against Engström. His family could sue the state for defamation.”
Gunnar Hall, a Swedish journalist who has written a number of books on the Olof Palme case,
agreed with Bjorkdahl’s assessment of Petersson’s explanation.
“It was absurd,” he said. “It’s just not a believable story about what really happened. There are so
many holes. It’s so weak. I think the prosecutor just wanted to present a solution in a case that the
authorities have bungled from beginning.”
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Both Hall and Björkdahl insist that SA’s involvement cannot be ruled out.
“Melander [the head of the police investigation] said that SA is interesting motive-wise but said there
was nothing concrete to investigate,” said Björkdah. “I don't agree. They could start by following up
with that Military Intelligence general I met in October 2015 who admitted to me that SA ordered the
assassination of Palme and he gave me names.
“I am convinced that SA is part of the solution and I hope that South Africans will come forward.
What I hope to see is immunity against prosecution by Sweden and cards on the table from SA,” he
said, adding that the need to know is greater than the need to punish.”
https://select.timeslive.co.za/news/2020-06-11-dont-rule-out-sa-its-case-closed-on-olof-palme-butnobodys-convinced/

Jonathan Ancer: Here's my piece that was published in the Times
Nongqai contacted Jonathan Ancer and he sent the following:
“The book has been closed on the world’s largest active murder investigation and most baffling cold
case. On Wednesday, Sweden’s chief prosecutor, Krister Petersson, announced that the prime
suspect in the assassination of former prime minister Olof Palme was the “Skandia Man” – Stig
Engström.
Engström, a graphic designer who committed suicide in 2000, was dubbed the Skandia Man
because he had worked at the Skandia insurance company, whose office was near the scene of the
1986 murder in Stockholm.
Petersson’s announcement ended an investigation that spanned 34 years, saw more than 10,000
people being questioned, with files taking up 250m of space, had 134 people confess to the murder,
and heard more crackpot conspiracies than the Gates-Soros-5G plot to rule the world.
It also ended – officially at any rate – the long-held view that the apartheid government had a hand
in the assassination. However, speculation persists among some Swedish journalists who have
followed the investigation closely that Engström is merely a scapegoat to finally close an
investigation that police have botched since the murder.
Just before midnight on February 28 1986 Palme and his wife Lisbet were walking home along a
busy main street in Stockholm after watching the Swedish comedy film The Mozart Brothers when
a tall man in a dark coat came up behind them and fired a shot into Palme’s back. Palme died before
he hit the ground. The assassin shot at Lisbeth, grazing her shoulder, and fled.
Palme was often not accompanied by bodyguards.
Since that night Swedes have been preoccupied with the murder, which has become known as
“Europe’s JFK”. Obsessed journalists and amateur sleuths have tried to solve the mysterious
whodunit, producing an endless list of suspects, ranging from an alcoholic to Kurdistan militants to
an Indian arms scandal involving Swedish artillery manufacturer Bofors, to Palme’s wife to a Russian
filmmaker to a host of intelligence agencies, including the CIA, MI6, Mossad and the KGB.
However, the two most widely held theories pointed to Engström, a lone right-wing gunman who
was said to have killed Palme because he was incensed by the premier’s socialist politics, and an
elaborate international plot hatched and executed by SA’s former security police.
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Palme, a friend of ANC leader Oliver Tambo, was a major supporter of African and South American
liberation movements, and was reportedly involved in attempts to close down arms- and oilsmuggling rings involving the apartheid government.
Sweden came to a standstill on Wednesday when Petersson held a digital press conference to
announce the breakthrough. He said although it had been proved that Engström was the assassin
he did not rule out the possibility that the killer had acted as part of a larger conspiracy.
“Engström is deceased ... That is why I decided to discontinue the investigation,” Petersson said,
adding that he was sure of his finding.
According to Hans Melander, who led the police investigation, the SA connection had been
“interesting and had been discussed extensively”.
“A number of people gave our investigators interesting views, but unfortunately there was not
enough specific information to do something about this lead,” he said.
The SA angle had been pursued by many journalists, including the bestselling author of the Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo crime trilogy, Stieg Larsson.
Larsson investigated the cold-blooded killing obsessively until his death from a heart attack in 2004.
His files had gathered dust for almost a decade when writer Jan Stocklassa’s research for a book
on crime scenes led him to a storage facility filled with boxes of the evidence Larsson had gathered.
Stocklassa took over Larsson’s investigation and published The Man Who Played with Fire: Stieg
Larsson’s Lost Files and the Hunt for an Assassin in 2018. The book pointed the finger at the
apartheid regime and named former Special Branch agent Craig Williamson as a key suspect.
The Swedish diplomat Göran Björkdahl also investigated the Palme assassination and was also
convinced the blame for the murder lay at the feet of the apartheid government.
Björkdahl had met retired general Chris Thirion, a former head of SA’s Military Intelligence (MI), who
told him he was sure that SA carried out the assassination. In October 2015 Björkdahl met a serving
general in Military Intelligence, who gave him names of SA operatives allegedly involved in the
killing, and offered to cooperate with the investigation in return for immunity for those involved.
Stocklassa and Björkdahl fed their information to the Swedish authorities.
According to The Guardian, SA’s intelligence services met a Swedish delegation on March 18 and
handed over an intelligence dossier.
However, State Security Agency spokesperson Mava Scott refused to comment on whether a
meeting took place, saying legislation barred the agency from revealing operational matters.
Rumours that apartheid hitmen carried out the killing had been floated for years but became the
focus of the investigation when death squad commander Eugene “Prime Evil” de Kock24 filed an
affidavit in his 1996 trial implicating Williamson, his former Special Branch colleague, in the murder.
A month later the Swedes questioned Williamson, who had been detained in Angola for a week
before being released, but nothing came of their line of inquiry.

I was an officer at Security Branch HQ and I NEVER heard that nickname “Prime Evil” used for Col EA de Kock –
HBH.
24
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De Kock and Williamson were part of a crack hit-squad unit that was smuggled into the UK to carry
out an audacious operation to bomb the ANC’s London headquarters in 1982. They both received
amnesty from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission for the attack.
However, Williamson, who had infiltrated the left-wing student movement in 1972 and then the antiapartheid movement in Europe until he was unmasked in 1980, has continuously denied any
involvement in Palme’s murder.
“Palme has given me more grief than anything I actually did,” he told me in an interview in 2016.
“The same old allegations resurface. When I first heard it, I joked about it, which was probably a
mistake. I said: ‘Ja sure, it was a Koevoet unit and we drove from SA with Casspirs and camped
outside Stockholm, did the operation, and then drove home and nobody saw us’.”
Williamson listened to Petterson’s digital press conference yesterday with “much interest”.
He said he believed the origin of the allegations of his and SA’s involvement came from “Antifa
activists with a conspiratorial bent – always looking for right-wing conspiracies lurking in
government, security forces and corporations”.
He also accused British intelligence agents of being behind these claims.
“Of course, the question is what motivated these allegations? 50 million Swedish krona [about
R90m] reward money? Antifa-type crazy conspiratorial thinking? And did some people use the SA
involvement red herring to muddy the water around the investigation, and if so why?”
He insisted that SA was not involved.
“I can think of no reason why anyone in authority in SA at that time would even think of such an
operation. The SA government had the backing of both the Reagan and Thatcher administrations
and we worked hard to maintain that. Palme and Sweden’s support for the ANC was a minor issue.
Who in their right mind would risk assassinating a Western head of state? To do such a thing risked
a devastating Security Council resolution which would achieve everything that the
enemies of SA could hope for.”
He said the people who believed that the Palme assassination was the result of a conspiracy would
be dissatisfied with the closure of the investigation and would not be convinced that it was carried
out by a lone gunman with no clear motive.
“Many won’t believe that this decision is the real end of the matter so I expect to continue to read
allegations of our involvement,” Williamson said.
Björkdahl also listened to yesterday’s announcement with much interest but he soon became
frustrated.
“It’s extremely disappointing,” he said. “There was zero new evidence ... nothing new and no
evidence whatsoever against Engström. His family could sue the state for defamation.”
He said many people who had followed the saga were not satisfied with the outcome.
Gunnar Hall, a Swedish journalist who has written a number of books on the Olof Palme case,
agreed with Bjorkdahl’s assessment of Petersson’s explanation.
“It was absurd,” he said. “It’s just not a believable story about what really happened. There are so
many holes. It’s so weak. I think the prosecutor just wanted to present a solution in a case that the
authorities have bungled from the beginning.”
21

Both Hall and Björkdahl insist that SA’s involvement cannot be ruled out.
“Melander [the head of the police investigation] said that SA is interesting motive-wise but said there
was nothing concrete to investigate,” said Björkdah. “I don't agree. They could start by
following up with that Military Intelligence general I met in October 2015 who admitted to me that SA
ordered the assassination of Palme and he gave me names.
“I am convinced that SA is part of the solution and I hope that South Africans will come forward.
What I hope to see is immunity against prosecution by Sweden and cards on the table from SA,” he
said, adding that the need to know is greater than the need to punish.”

Comments by RS 167
It seems to me that the Olaf Palme-assassination will join the JFK-assassination as a case which
will always resonate with people who distrust big government. The official
report on the JFK killing blames Lee Harvey Oswald, a former marine, as
the ' lone gunman' who acted 'unaided'.
The Swedish police and prosecutor now find that Stieg Enstrom, also a
former soldier, to have acted alone and, in the absence of any contrary
evidence, unaided.
Neither finding will satisfy those who, despite not having spent the time the
JFK and Olaf Palme investigation spent following up every tiny detail, doubt
the official findings. The doubters’ motives vary. Some are plain nuts but
many have their own political axes to grind. In both cases the CIA and other
'murky' intelligence organisations are said to have had a hand in the killings.
Big government, big corporations, South Africa, Israel and their racist,
fascist enforcers are always popular targets of conspiracy theorists for who nothing is too farfetched.
So, I'm expecting the speculation to continue. 25
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Copy of e-mail dated 21 June 2020 @ 17:51 – HBH.
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Comments by Col Eugene de Kock
Nongqai het met kol Eugene de Kock gesels omdat sy naam op verskeie webblaaie en in die
koerante vermeld word.26 Hy het wel die aanval op mnr Olaf
Palme te berde gebring tydens sy verhoor en genoem dat
lt.kol. Williamson moontlik betrokke kon wees. (Getuienis tov
oorgrens-operasies deur die staat was toe bespreek.) Die
Sweedse inligtingsdiens het hierdie mededeling opgeraap en
selfs kol De Kock word as verdagte beskou. Tydens sy
gevangenisskap is hy heel paar keer deur die Sweedse
inligtingsdiens ondervra. Tydens die ondervraging het kol de
Kock agter gekom dat hy ook - onskuldiglik - van die moord
verdink word. Kol de Kock het geen getuienis dat enige SuidAfrikaanse organisasie by die moord betrokke is nie - hy is
tog telkemale deur die Swede in die gevangenis
ondervra.27,28

Translation
Nongqai spoke to Col. Eugene de Kock because his name is
mentioned on various websites and in the newspapers. He
mentioned the attack on Mr Olaf Palme during his hearing
and mentioned that Lt. Col. Williamson could possibly be
involved. (Evidence of cross-border operations by the state
was then discussed.) The Swedish authorities snapped this
announcement up and even Col. De Kock himself was
considered a suspect. During his imprisonment he was several times interrogated by the Swedish
authorities. During these interrogations, Col de Kock realised that he was also - innocently suspected of the murder. Col de Kock has no evidence that any South African organization was
involved in the murder - he was nevertheless interrogated by the Swedes repeatedly in prison.

Leopold Report
http://www.leopoldreport.com/LRsajt100.html
Certain documents in SAHA, ostensibly, from South Africa, have been discussed in the Leopold
Report. Here are the documents which by now are in the public domain. They have been published
and shown to people world-wide:
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Hierdie verslag is via WhatsApp met hom gedeel en toe is sy kommentaar verkry - HBH
Kommentaar eers per WhatsApp met kol De Kock uitgeklaar - HBH
28
Kol de Kock - is u te vrede met die boonste stukkie info? Mag ek dit gebruik? Antwoord: “HIERDIE SKRYWE IS
HEELTEMAL KORREK EN JY KAN DIT GEBRUIK. DANKIE BRIG. HENNIE” – HBH.
27
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● Document dated 15 October 1985

Comments by RS 167: Even those Swedes who are still sure that SA and I, were involved no longer
believe that the 'Operation Slingervel' documents are genuine. For someone to say that they looked
genuine, is quite frankly absurd. Just to start with the documents were mainly in English language
and dated late 1985 when I was still in the SAP. When would a MI order have been given to an SAP
officer? Furthermore, the instruction was to use Longreach which investigation showed was only
registered as a company after Palme's death and was an existing shelf company we bought - we
never requested the name Longreach. I just liked the name and chose it from a list of shelf
companies in Jersey (Channel Islands).

24

● Document dated 20 November 1985
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● Document dated 22 November 1985: Operation Slingervel

Comments by HBH: At the time of writing RS167 was still a serving police officer. Once again there
are spelling mistakes e.g. “Brussels” instead of Brussel in Afrikaans.
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• Document dated 22 November 1985: Operation Slingervel

Comments by HBH: The Afrikaans grammar and language in this report is not good. There are
various spelling mistakes. I am a former member of the Secretariat of the State Security Council
where I worked with various senior military officers. They were very particular on their “militêre
skryfwyse”. General van Tonder would never have signed such a letter.
It is doubtful if a trained Military Intelligence operative would identify the target as “OP”.
Assassinations form part of Covert Action and as such the requirements: “Deniability, absolute
secrecy and such, the action must be undetectable.”
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• Document dated 14th March 1986
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Comments on the Documents by RS 167
I can understand why people (and in particular foreigners such as Swedes) who have never been
exposed to SA Intelligence reports could be fooled by these documents. However, in my opinion,
any closer analysis, especially by anyone with an intelligence background, should raise several 'red
flags’.
For example, the English language documents are consistently littered with minor tense /
grammatical errors commonly made by a non-English mother tongue writer. For example, the use
of 'have' instead of 'has or should'. Anyone who knows my writing29 would question whether I would
write a sentence as grammatically incorrect as 'Who will be making a selection on the operator that
will be deployed...'
Furthermore, none of the 'reports' are on official letterhead - probably because the forgers didn't
have access to genuine samples and couldn't risk forging something so easily checked upon.
The casual reference that ' ...the following have (sic) to be brought to the State Security Council's
notice ...' is highly unlikely to appear in the main body of a professional intelligence report. Such a
report should first set out details of who, what, why, where, when and then how. Any further referral
of any information in any report in our times, first went from collection to the desk involved, to the
commanding officer for a decision on whether the information should go to the interpretation branch
at the Secretariat of the SSC, which would then evaluate and decide to what use the information
may or may not be put. This reference to the State Security Council was clearly made to make the
document look 'sexy' to the person paying for what he believed to be proof that the South African
government ordered Prime Minister Palme's death.
The documents purport to show that this so-called 'Operation Slingervel' was approved 'from the
highest level' and involved inter alia officials in the State Security Council as well as in Paris,
Brussels and Bonn, in addition to Military Intelligence HQ and the so-called 'Uppsala group'. All I
can say is that the detail of any operation where so many people were involved is most unlikely to
have been kept secret, in particular with a Skr 50 million (R90 million today) reward on offer.

Roy Allen
As Roy Allen has been a colleague and we go back to the 1970’s.
As he is mentioned at various places in this magazine, I thought it
fair to contact him and to ask for his comments:

• Comments by Roy Allen
Hi Brig Hennie,
As mentioned to you, I was in Bangkok in 2001 to meet with the
Swedish AG - a woman nogal.
I viewed their 'so called' evidence and tore strips off it by pointing
out how the purported documents were both false and not written
by a military author. They concurred with me in my assessment.
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I personally know RS167 well – he is a scholar from a highly recommended school and a graduate from two
universities. I have read many of his reports. His command of the English language is “superior”. He has published
many papers – HBH.
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The "documents" were mediocre forgeries of military correspondence, that were conjured up to
extract about US $400,000 for "operational expenses" from the Swedish reward money offered by
the gullible Swedes. Apart from not being written in the proper military style (CSW - Conventions of
Service Writing) they were written in English, and I wrote ALL of my reports in Afrikaans...
The fraudsters behind this scam were XXX, YYY, and ZZZ30 - all ex-Vlakplaas scum or ex-military
intelligence. In fact, if you Google XXX's name you will see that he was apprehended and deported
from America for fraud. Need I say more?
I am in conclusion sad that I was NOT involved in the killing of Palme, as he was messing with the
internal affairs of the RSA and deserved to pay the highest price!
That he was assassinated is a fact - however I don't believe that it was done by the SA government
.......... (SOME PARTS DELETED.)
Roy Allen31

Timeline: Questionnaire to RS 167
Q: When did you join the SAP?
A: 1968
Q: What rank did you attain?
A: Major
Q: From when to when did Operation Daisy last?
A: Operation Daisy (Geneva) from 1977 to 1980
Q: When did you come back to Wachthuis from Geneva?
A: January 1980
Q: When did your team attack the ANC HQ in London?
A: 14th of March 1982
Q: When did you leave the SA Police?
A: 31 December 1985
Q: When did you join the SADF?
A: 1 January 1986
Q: Where were you then employed?
A: SADF CSI DCC
Q: What was your rank?
A: Commandant - now Lt.-Col.
Mr Olaf Palme was murdered on the night of 28 February 1986
Q: Were you involved?
30
31

Names withheld – HBH.
E-mail dated 24 June 2020.
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A: No
Q: When did you buy the company LONGREACH in Jersey from the shelf?
A: April/May1986
Q: From what year to what year was "Operation Longreach":
A: From mid-1986 and continued after I left the SADF in 1987
Q: Where were you then employed?
A: I stood for parliament during the 1987 General Election
Q: When did you join the President's Council?
A: After the election when the new parliament was convened.
Q: When did you go into private business?
A: In 1991 after the unbanning of the ANC/SACP

Generaal JV van der Merwe
Hallo Hennie
Ek heg graag ‘n afskrif van ‘n brief aan wat ek aan die Beeld gerig het na aanleiding van bewerings
dat Craig Williamson by die Palme-moord betrokke was. Ek kan bevestig dat gedurende die tydperk
wat ek by die veiligheidstak betrokke was en aan die hoof daarvan gestaan het, daar nooit enige
optrede goedgekeur of oorweeg is of selfs ter sprake gekom het dat lede van die veiligheidstak
enige sluipmoord in die buiteland moet uitvoer nie.
Ek het dit al by herhaling genoem dat ek bereid is om dit deur middel van ‘n leuenverklikkertoets te
bevestig.
Groete
Johan van der Merwe

• Translation
Hi Hennie
I would like to attach a copy of a letter I sent to Beeld following allegations that Craig Williamson
was involved in the Palme murder. I can confirm that during the period that I was involved in the
Security Branch and headed it, no action was ever approved or considered, or even considered that
members of the Security Branch should carry out any assassinations abroad.
I have mentioned it repeatedly that I am willing to confirm it with a lie detector test.
Regards
Johan van der Merwe

Brief aan Beeld: Generaal Johan van der Merwe
Die Redakteur
BEELD
31

Die berig “DIE PALME-NET KAN GROOT VISSE VANG”
Dit het deesdae skynbaar in sekere kringe die gebruik geword dat indien politieke leiers en lede
van die veiligheidsmagte van die vorige bedeling die onderwerp is, alle etiese beginsels en
regsoorwegings oorboord gegooi word en lasterlike bewerings na willekeur gepubliseer word. Die
Magnus Malan en Barend du Plessis-drama, waar daar na al die maande nog geen enkele feit
verstrek is nie, is pas verby en nou kom Alida Kok met die suggesties omtrent die Palme-moord.
Weer eens geen enkele feit nie, maar wilde afleidings wat nog kan nog wal raak.
Dit gaan slegs oor die sogenaamde magsvergrype van die verlede. Geen enkele woord oor die feit
dat Suid-Afrika vir meer as 30 jaar in ‘n bloedige terreurstryd gewikkel was nie. Geen melding word
hoegenaamd gemaak dat die ANC-leiers onder wie se gesag en leiding talle terreurdade
plaasgevind het, nooit vervolg is nie ondanks die feit dat amnestie aan hulle geweier is. Dit geld ook
vir mnr. Letlapa Mphahlele, voormalige president van die PAC, op wie se bevel
weerlose
kerkgangers wat vrouens en kinders ingesluit het, op 25 Julie l993 in die St. James kerk, Kenilworth,
Kaapstad met AK47-gewere en handgranate aangeval en 11 koelbloedig vermoor en talle gewond
is.
Die omstandighede en opdragte wat gegeld het toe lede van die veiligheidsmagte tydens die konflik
van die verlede lede van rewolusionêre organisasies om die lewe gebring het, is indringend tydens
amnestieverhore ontleed en geboekstaaf. Verskeie regspanne wat van die beste regslui in die land
ingesluit het , het die getuies aan deurtastende kruisverhoor onderwerp. Ofskoon die politieke leiers
van die vorige bedeling moreel skuldig is aan die dade wat deur die veiligheidsmagte gepleeg is, is
daar regtens geen getuienis hoegenaamd dat hulle by enige moorde betrokke was nie.
Die veiligheidstak van die voormalige Suid-Afrikaanse Polisiemag het nie ‘n buitelandse afdeling
gehad nie. Hulle het slegs enkele lede, wat Craig Williamson ingesluit het, in die buiteland gehad
met die spesifieke opdrag om die bedrywighede van die ANC/SAKP-alliansie te ondersoek.
Soos in al hierdie gevalle is Alida Kok se stelling dat die “Palme-net groot visse kan vang” bloot ‘n
hersenskim.
Dit is jammer dat die bepalings van artikel 9 van ons Grondwet, wat in alle beskaafde lande die
grondslag van hulle reg vorm, in Suid-Afrika in die geheel geminag word.

• Translation: Letter to Beeld: General Johan van der Merwe
The Editor
BEELD
The article “DIE PALME-NET KAN GROOT VISSE VANG”
It has become common practice in certain circles these days, that if political leaders and members
of the security forces of the previous dispensation are the subject, all ethical principles and legal
considerations are thrown overboard and defamatory allegations are published at will. The “Magnus
Malan and Barend du Plessis”-drama, where no fact has been presented after all the months, now
Alida Kok comes up with the suggestions about the Palme murder. Once again, not a single fact,
but wild distractions!
Everything is only about the so-called abuses of the past. Not a single word about South Africa
having been involved in a bloody terrorist battle for more than 30 years! There is no mention
whatsoever that the ANC leaders under whose authority and leadership numerous acts of terrorism
have been committed but they have never been prosecuted despite being denied amnesty. This
32

also applies to Mr. Letlapa Mphahlele, former president of the PAC, on whose command
defenceless churchgoers including women and children, on July 25, 1993 in the St. James Church,
Kenilworth, Cape Town were attacked with AK47 rifles and hand grenades and killed 11 in cold
blood and wounded many.
The circumstances and commands that prevailed when members of the security forces killed
members of revolutionary organizations during the past conflict were analysed and recorded
profoundly during amnesty hearings. Several legal teams that included some of the best lawyers in
the country subjected the witnesses to thorough cross-examination. Although the political leaders
of the previous dispensation are morally guilty of the acts perpetrated by the security forces, there
is no legal evidence whatsoever that they were involved in any murders.
The Security Branch of the former South African Police Force did not have a foreign division. They
had only a few members, including Craig Williamson, overseas with the specific mission to
investigate the activities of the ANC / SACP alliance.
As in all these cases, Alida Kok's statement that the "“Palme-net groot visse kan vang”" is merely a
brain fog.
It is unfortunate that the provisions of section 9 of our Constitution, which also forms the basis of the
law in all civilized countries, are disregarded in South Africa as a whole.

Comment by HBH
For my part as a Peace Officer I have sympathy with the family of Mr Palme. On the other hand, it
is a pity that so many innocent people – some of whom I knew in my career - died in Southern Africa
during the revolutionary onslaught. Many were killed due to the aid and funds received from Sweden
and elsewhere.
As amateur police and national security historian I don't blame colleagues in our former intelligence
community or members of the media who finger RS167 as the main culprit in the Olof Palme case.
I had in-depth discussions with RS 167 and other former colleagues and I agree with the Swedish
investigators that "South Africa" is not complicit in the Palme case. I hope with the publication of this
special Nongqai that those who have accused RS 167 will now withdraw their written allegations on
Wikipedia, wiki-spooks and in the media.

Concluding comment by RS167
Personally, I am certain that the assassination of Olaf Palme will, like the assassination of JFK,
remain a topic about which controversy will swirl for years to come.
I know that there was no South African government sanctioned operation to kill Olaf Palme in which
I was involved. Neither have I ever heard of any other South African involvement in his killing.
I realise that some people who admired and supported Palme and his morally determined political
and practical opposition to Apartheid may never be convinced that Palme wasn't killed because of
his opposition to the apartheid government and to its international political, military and economic
support mechanisms.
Nevertheless, in my opinion, neither Palme nor his political party nor the Swedish government nor
the Socialist International posed any threat to the South African government that any sane person
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would have considered as reason for killing him. Far from being a threat, Palme's political position
was, broadly speaking, useful.
In the largely bi-polar East-West ideological world of the cold war, democratic socialists like Palme
were confronted by a dilemma. They were morally and politically repulsed by regimes such as South
Africa, Rhodesia, Chile and Argentina and wished to support democratic movements and the
oppressed in such countries, but the political opposition in those countries usually regarded violence
and armed struggle as the only means of liberation and were often encouraged and supported by
the Soviet Union and its surrogates. Democratic socialists like Palme were also repulsed by antidemocratic communism.
So Palme, through his Social Democrat party and its Socialist International compatriots worked on
supporting those working for radical change in countries like South Africa and at the same time tried
to support and encourage democratic socialist tendencies as opposed to those beholden to Moscow
such as the South African Communist Party tendency within the ANC. So ironically, Palme was as
opposed to Moscow's agenda in southern Africa as we were. We just used different methods to
oppose them.
In the hectic closing years of the Cold War, Moscow's surrogate waged campaign in southern Africa
was a hot spot in that war and the SA government forces were holding their own, with Western
support. The overall East-West battle for ideological domination was being decided in the hot spots
of the Cold War, in particular in Afghanistan and Angola. So, the Palme-led democratic socialist 3rd
force, in the context of those times, was a side show, albeit a useful one because it was also opposed
to Moscow's agenda and was encouraging non-Moscow elements within the 'liberation' movements.
We were certainly politically sophisticated enough to appreciate that fact.
In conclusion I want to thank former comrades-in-arms such as Roy Allan and Eugene de Kock for
their positive contributions to finally stating our viewpoint on the Olaf Palme affair and the impact
that it has had on us personally.
Of course, the biggest thanks and congratulations must go to Brigadier (Ret) Hennie Heymans the
indefatigable editor of Nongqai, who virtually single-handedly stands between us former members
of the former Security Forces and our hostile, biased, ill-informed and politically motivated
opponents still waging battles against us in a war which is over.
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Annexure “A” & “B”: Sworn Statements by Craig M Williamson (RS 167)
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End | Slot
Dear reader
Please note that in this quasi-historical magazine we make use
of various sources and consequently it is obvious that the
document contains various diverse and personal opinions of
different people and the author of the Nongqai cannot be held
responsible or be liable in his personal capacity.
Geagte leser
Vir hierdie kwasiehistoriese tydskrif maak ons van verskeie
bronne gebruik en bevat die dokument uiteraard uiteenlopende
en diverse persoonlike menings van verskillende persone en
die opsteller van die Nongqai kan nie in sy persoonlike
hoedanigheid daarvoor verantwoordelik of aanspreeklik gehou
word nie.
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