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Introduction 
 
The Boers have always had a traditional aver-
sion for uniforms and military regi-
men. However, to assume that the Boers were 
all bearded burghers in corduroy is false to the 
extreme. The Boers had amongst them small 
professional units that did sterling work during 
the Anglo-Boer War (1899 - 1902). One of 
these units were the Zuid-Afrikaansche Repub-
liek Politie or ZARPs.  
 
Background 
 
Community policing in the early years of the 
Transvaal was done by the field cornet (a rank 
equal to lieutenant). Each Boer commando 
was centered on a town, and the district of the 
town was divided into wards, each commanded 
by a field cornet. Apart from the responsibility 
of policing the ward, the field cornet was al-
so responsible for providing his men with rifles, 
calling them up at the outset of a campaign 
and also for collecting taxes.  
In the 1850’s up until 1870, the field cornet did 
most of the policing of the state. In 1862, the 
question was raised in the Volksraad, or parlia-
ment, for a regular police force that could also 
serve as soldiers in war time. The solution, ac-
cording to many, lay in volunteer corps raised 

by private individuals, but paid by the state, a 
system that worked quite well in the two British 
colonies of Natal and the Cape.  
 
Rustenburg Schutzencorps 
 
The first such unit was the Rustenburg Schutz-
encorps, formed in 1863. Unfortunately, the 
outbreak of the Transvaal Civil War (1863 – 
1865), disrupted this system completely.  
 
Border Police  
 
The first unit specially designated for police 
service only was an informal Border Police 
founded in the 1870’s. They were responsible 
for looking after the border hot-spots like the 
Swaziland border, the Northern Transvaal bor-
der and the Zululand Border. Records show 
that they apparently were dressed in a russet-
brown Bedford cord uniform. However, they did 
not regard themselves as professional soldiers, 
only commando members. This unit suc-
cumbed to the scourge of the volunteer militia: 
coming and going as they pleased. They were 
therefore unable to guard against border incur-
sions from the Pedi, the big cause of a war be-
tween the Transvaal and the Pedi (1876 – 
1877). The Government, especially President 
Burgers, tried to counter this by forming more 
professional volunteer units to guard the bor-
ders.  
 
Transvaalsche Jagers, Middelburg Volun-
teer Corps, Rustenburg Schutzencorps ltze 
and the Pretoria Volunteers  
 
The Transvaalsche Jagers, under Captain van 
Deventer, the Middelburg Volunteer Corps, the 
reformed Rustenburg Schutzencorps under 
Captain Schultze and the Pretoria Volunteers 
were formed, to not only police the borders, but 
the towns as well, and would, as President 
Burgers hoped, form the heart of a new profes-
sional standing army. This war with the Pedi 
did not go well, due to the lack artillery by the 
Boers and the struggle to keep the comman-
do's and even the volunteers in the field. The 
Transvaal was unable to win against this highly 
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inventive foe. The inability of the Transvaal to 
contain the war was cited as a reason for the 
annexation of the Transvaal by Sir Theophilus 
Shepstone in 1877.  
 
Natal Police 
 
As a point of interest, Shepstone’s escort when 
he marched into the Transvaal was a detach-
ment of Natal Police.  
 
British rule:  Five individual police units 
were raised for the Transvaal 
 
Needless to say, the volunteers went the same 
way as all the other Transvaal units and institu-
tions and were disbanded in 1877. During the 
British rule, no less than five individual police 
units were raised for the Transvaal. They were 
the Provincial Armed and Mounted Police, the 
Zulu Border Police, Transvaal Mounted Police, 
the Protective, Preventative and Detective Po-
lice and the Transvaal Police. After the Trans-
vaal War of Independence (1880-1881), all 
these units were disbanded as well. 
 
Transvaalsche Rijdende Politie  
 
In 1881, the Transvaalsche Rijdende Politie 
(Transvaal Mounted Police) was formed. It was 
about a 100-man strong. It was further divided 
into two troops commanded by a lieutenant 
each. The unit was commanded by Captain 
Ignatius Ferreira, a veteran of the Zulu War (he 
was a lieutenant in the Transvaal Rangers and 
wounded at Hlobane Mountain).  
 
The Transvaalsche Artillerie Corps 
 
In 1882 the Police and Artillery Corps merged 
as the Transvaalsche Artillerie Corps 
(Transvaal Artillery Corps). The Artillery wing 
was commanded by Captain Barend Pelser 
and the Police wing by Ferreira. 
 
But things did not run smoothly for this unit. 
Pelser and Ferreira disliked each other, the im-
poverish Transvaal did not spend any money 
on the unit and general discipline was appal-
ling. To make matters even worse, the uni-
forms purchased for the unit was firstly allocat-
ed to the artillery wing. What ever remained 
went to the police. Commandant Winterbach of 
the Barberton police wrote to the Commandant
- General in 1883: "Most of my men, out of 
pure need, are wearing civilian clothing, as 
there are no uniforms. Many of my men are not 

armed." 
 
The discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand in 
1886 led to an influx of diggers from all over 
the world, but especially from the British Em-
pire. The town of Johannesburg sprang up 
haphazardly around the diggings. The Trans-
vaal government, from their experience with 
the Barberton and Klerksdorp goldfields, knew 
that where ever gold was to be found, lawless-
ness would follow. At first a special mine police 
force was formed, but the government soon 
sent a small squad of regular police to the dig-
gings, but this tiny squad was not up to the 
task. 
 
In September 1887, State Advocate J.C. Juta 
pleaded for an integrated command structure 
and the enlargement of the police force. Up till 
then, the police were the stepchild of the gov-
ernment and officers and men were appointed 
at will, some even had criminal records. The 
criminal activity in Johannesburg escalated and 
the government assumed that strict rule was 
needed. But like most things in life, assume is 
the mother of all disasters. The man they as-
sumed would bring order was A.J. de la Rey, 
know as Groot Adaan. Shortly after his ap-
pointment, facts emerged showing him to be 
guilty of at least three murders. His cantanker-
ous nature and furious temperament made him 
unpopular with not only the diggers, but the 
government officials as well. He was replaced 
by D.E. Schutte in October.  
 
First commissioner of police 
 
From about 1888, the size of the Johannes-
burg police increased dramatically. In January 
of that year, there were 111 men and twenty 
officers and NCOs. The changing nature of Jo-
hannesburg now forced the government to em-
ploy more men to police the diggings. But 
strangely enough, the police were still a part of 
the artillery. Furthermore, each town operated 
basically on its own. There was no integrated 
command structure, not even a separate de-
partment of police. In 1890, a semi-
autonomous police department was formed 
and J.J.H. Wolmarans was appointed as the 
first commissioner of police. Although it was a 
huge step forward, the appointment of Wol-
marans was not. Wolmarans disliked the job 
and after several severe mistakes, was re-
lieved by the government. N.J. van Niekerk 
was appointed, but died shortly afterwards, to 
be followed up by the man that would surely 

(Continued from page 4) 
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do the credit to the job namely D.E. Schutte. 
 
British South-Africa Police  
 
In late 1895 anti-Republican feelings in Johan-
nesburg reached fever pitch. The Uitlanders or 
foreigners, of Johannesburg were busy arming 
themselves and were waiting for Dr Jameson 
and a force of British South-Africa Police to 
come their aid. The raid of Dr Jameson was a 
fiasco for Britain, but was one of the best 
things that could have happened to the Trans-
vaal. It opened the eyes of the Transvaal gov-
ernment to its appalling organization. The 
handful of policemen in Johannesburg could do 
little to extinguish the anti-Boer flames and for 
most part of the Raid was confined to barracks. 
  
Detective Branch 
 
Only the detective branch had some success in 
pinpointing troublemakers. The Raiders and 
the Uitlanders were arrested and guarded by 
the police in the goals at Pretoria and Johan-
nesburg. The Johannesburg police was howev-
er so small in number that artillerymen and vol-
unteers were called in to guard the prisoners.  
 
Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek Politie  
 
In 1896, the Police Law was accepted and fi-
nally the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek Politie 
became an effective force. It expanded at a 
great pace so that by 1897 there were about 
2500 policemen doing duty in the Transvaal. 
For the first time in its history regular discipline 
reigned, policemen were well paid, received 
good serviceable firearms and decent uni-
forms.  
 
Secret Police, Detective Branch and Native 
Police 
 
Furthermore, under the guidance of Schutte, 
the Secret Police, Detective Branch and Native 
Police became more effective. The police sala-
ries were so good that the old scourge of brib-
ery was a thing of the past and crooked cop-
pers soon got their just rewards.  
 
The anti-Boer sentiment in Johannesburg did 
not disappear, in fact it escalated to such levels 
that the police force was hated by the Uitland-
ers. Some Uitlanders found it even more diffi-
cult now to make money from shady deals as 
the detective branch and the police were ever 
vigilant. A particular impressive coup-de-grace 

was the exposure and closing down of an ille-
gal prostitution and human trafficking ring in 
1897.  
 
The policemen were however still not exempt 
from military service. In 1898, they were called 
up to defend the rights of the Swazi king from a 
renegade prince. The unit was so well trained 
and supplied by now that they effectively 
quelled the revolt in two weeks. 
 
The Edgar debacle   
 
In the same year occurred an event that gave 
rise to the most furious political attack on the 
Transvaal by Britain and in the long run, one of 
the causes of the Anglo-Boer war. In a drunken 
brawl T.J. Edgar severely beat up one Foster. 
The police were called to the scene, but Edgar 
attacked Constable Bart Jones, who shot him 
in self-defense. Jones was arrested for murder, 
pending an investigation. Foster later died of 
his injuries. Edgar went, overnight from a 
drunken troublemaker to Imperial hero. This 
incident caused the Uitlanders to furiously peti-
tion the Queen and led to diplomatic crisis after 
diplomatic crisis as Edgar, a British Subject 
was shot down by Jones, a Transvaal subject. 
The incident was greatly criticized by the me-
dia, and the dislike of the police among the Uit-
landers reached new levels, making their al-
ready difficult task even more difficult. Consta-
ble Jones was found guilty of manslaughter, 
but even this was not enough for the Uitland-
ers.  
 
1899 War 
 
The ZARPs carried on regardless, but in Octo-
ber things changed irreversibly. On the 11 Oc-
tober 1899, war broke out between Britain and 
the two Boer Republics of the Transvaal and 
the Free State.  
 
The ZARPs was called on to do military service 
and under the command of Commissioner 
Schutte, they entrained to go to war. Small de-
tachments of ZARPs were left in the rural dis-
tricts, but the major cities of Pretoria and Jo-
hannesburg was now without police.  
 
Special Mine Police 
 
In Johannesburg a Special Mine Police and a 
volunteer police force was formed to keep or-
der. Their job was made easier by the fact that 
most Uitlanders were deported before the war.  

(Continued from page 5) 
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The Vierkleur Corps 
 
In Pretoria the Vierkleur Corps (Four Color 
Corps) and Dutch railway workers formed the 
police force. The President, usually guarded by 
ZARPs, was now guarded by a small unit 
known as the Staatspresident Wacht (State 
President’s Guard). They did not serve alone 
as there were about 200 ZARPs that was left in 
Pretoria.  
 
The Zarp’s and the War 
 
The ZARP’s that went to war took part in the 
Transvaal invasion of Natal. The unit was pre-
sent at the battle of Talana (20 October 1899), 
although they did not actively take part.  
 
They also formed part of the force that be-
sieged Ladysmith. They were further put in ac-
tion at Nicholson’s Nek (30 October 1899) and 
Colenso (15 December 1899).  
 
In November the remaining ZARP’s were sent 
south to the Colesberg front. With the collapse 
of the Boer offensive in 1900, the ZARPs ac-
companied the Boer forces into the Free State 
and fought at Poplar Grove (7 March 1900) 
and Driefontein or Abrahamskraal (10 March 
1900).  
  
With the capture of Bloemfontein (13 March 
1900) and the Boer retreat into the Transvaal, 
the ZARP’s were usually given the difficult task 
of covering the Boer retreat as they did at 
Klipriviersberg (28 May 1900).  
 
After the fall of Pretoria (6 June 1900), the Brit-
ish pursuit of the Boer forces was checked by 
the ZARP’s at Diamond Hill (12 June 1900) 
where their fire kept the British at bay long 
enough for the Boers to escape. Afterwards at 
the battle of Dalmanutha (21 – 27 August 
1900), the ZARP’s under command of Com-
mandants P.R. Oosthuizen and S. van Lier and 
Lieutenant W.F. Pohlman received the job 
of defending the crucial hill situated on the Bo-
er flank. The British Army, in an attempt to 
drive the ZARP’s of the hill, concentrated all 
their artillery on it. The artillery bombardment 
was one of the heaviest experienced in the 
Southern Hemisphere before the Falklands 
War. But even this was not enough to drive 
them off. Thrice they broke the charge of the 
Rifle Brigade and the Inniskilling Fusiliers. With 

great difficulty and brutal hand-to-hand com-
bat, the hill was taken. The ZARP’s as a unit, 
was destroyed here. (As a point of interest, the 
author’s great-grandfather was one of the 
ZARP’s wounded and captured there.)  
 
Some ZARP’s continued to fight on in the East-
ern Transvaal. The last remaining ZARP con-
tingent, the Boksburg and Pietersburg Police 
was engaged in the guerilla phase of the war in 
the Southern and Eastern Transvaal up until 
1902. 
 
Organization 
 
In the early 1880’s, the towns of the republic 
were policed by foot police, while the rural dis-
tricts were manned by mounted police. Each 
town and district had its own independent com-
mander, responsible only to the State Secre-
tary. There was no central chain of command 
or structured bureaucracy. Each town, further-
more, had each to put in their own request for 
uniforms and fire arms. There was no guiding 
orders or regulations concerning uniforms, le-
gal rights of the policeman, firearms, nor were 
salaries fixed.  
 
The major problem was further, that places 
with high crime rates had policemen, while the 
rest of the country had none. Pretoria, for ex-
ample, was policed by the artillery. The safety 
of the President was also the problem of the 
artillery. Smaller towns, like Klerksdorp, also 
had to take its place in the bureaucratic peck-
ing order. Johannesburg always was the first to 
receive money and supplies, seeing as it was 
the bigger police district and smaller towns got 
whatever was left. Sometimes they got nothing 
at all.  
 
In 1890, Commandant Van Dam, in a personal 
report to the State Secretary, complained that 
policemen in Boksburg were going about their 
beat in civvies and had not been paid in 
months. 
 
The 1895 Police Law provided a central police 
department, as well as structured orders and 
regulations, laid down the legal rights of the 
policeman and provided the police with a budg-
et and expense system. Furthermore, salaries, 
pension and medical benefits (believe it or not!) 
was fixed. All districts were now under the 
command of the Commissioner of Police. Each 
district, depending on its size, was commanded 
by a lieutenant or a captain. Each district had 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

(Continued on page 8) 



NONGQAI Vol 12 No 6B—ZARPS                                              8 

 

its own set of NCOs and an NCO responsible 
for discipline. All districts were furthermore pro-
vided with mounted as well as foot police. 
 
Although Natives had already been employed 
from the 1880’s to police black areas and min-
ing compounds, this service was also expand-
ed in 1895. Each district received native police 
men and one court interpreter. The native po-
licemen had one black NCO (usually a ser-
geant) to keep order amongst them, but they 
were under the command of the district com-
mander.  
 
In 1895, a detective branch and a secret police 
section was formed. The Detective Branch op-
erated mostly within city limits, but some bigger 
rural towns also had a few detectives.  
 
The secret police were formed mostly to coun-
ter Uitlander threats in Johannesburg, but were 
also employed in spying activities before the 
Boer War. The members of the secret police 
were drawn from foreign nationals, mostly ex-
British and Irish Bobbies and Americans. There 
were even some ex-Pinkerton Agency men in 
the secret police!  
 
The guarding of prisoners also fell to the 
ZARP’s, but volunteer guards were also em-
ployed by the Prison Service of the Transvaal. 
This freed a great number of policemen for ser-
vices elsewhere. The execution of prisoners 
was still done by the ZARP’s (the death sen-
tence was only passed seven times from 1854 
till 1900 in the Transvaal)  
 
Not only criminals were guarded by the ZARP’s 
but the mental insane as well. The Pretoria 
Kranzinnig Gesticht (Pretoria Lunatic Asylum) 
was guarded by ZARP’s and the ZARP’s were 
also responsible for keeping these poor unfor-
tunate inmates under lock and key.  
 
The police, as already mentioned was com-
manded by the Commissioner of police. He, in 
turn, was responsible to the State Secretary, 
who was responsible to the State President. 
The police were furthermore commanded by 
an officer of administration with the rank of 
Captain, a Lieutenant – Inspector and a Corps 
Sergeant-Major. As a matter of interest, Johan-
nesburg had a Lieutenant in charge of the 
mounted police and a Chief Constable in 
charge of the foot police.  
 
Uniforms and equipment 

 
In the 1880’s the policemen were apparently 
wearing a blue uniform. As they were still part 
of the artillery, the uniform most likely was the 
single-breasted tunic of the artillery. This tunic 
was of dark blue wool, with lighter blue Swe-
dish cuffs and collar, with with light blue piping 
down the front. The buttons were silver. The 
headdress was a white pith helmet, slightly flat-
ter than the British pattern and a dark blue 
Austrian cap. Full dress trousers were also 
dark blue, piped down the seams with light 
blue and for undress of a light brown Bedford 
cord.  
 
The native police of the time were apparently 
issued with white canvas suits edged with red 
cord. The mine police formed in 1886 
wore brown Bedford cord uniforms edged with 
black braid and festooned with black braid 
strips on the front. Their trousers were light in 
color and they wore a brown slouch hat. 
 
In the early 1890’s, a unique police uniform ap-
peared in photographs. It is most probably the 
same pattern as those of 1895, but rank indica-
tion is not standard. Officers' tunics of this peri-
od show a plethora of styles. The headgear of 
the time was the British pattern Foreign Ser-
vice helmet in white with a brass chin chain, 
brass spike and police helmet plate, although 
some photographs show the use of the British 
pattern 1871 forage cap however in 
two photographs policemen appear in blue Brit-
ish Home Service helmets.  From the 1880's 
the trousers remained the same. During this 
period, NCO ranks were indicated by means of 
broad gold braid stripe worn on the lower right-
hand sleeve. 
 
In 1895, a contract was drawn up between 
Gordon Mitchell of London and the Transvaal 
to deliver uniforms. The tunic was of dark blue 
serge wool edged all around with black mohair 
braid. It fastened down the front with hooks 
and eyes. The shoulder straps and collar 
were edged with the same black braid. On the 
side was two small slits, also edged in black 
braid. On the right collar of the tunic was the 
letters ZARP in brass.  
 
The trousers were blue with black braid down 
the seams for the foot police and light brown 
Bedford cord riding breeches for mounted po-
lice.  
 
Headgear for parade was the white British For-

(Continued from page 7) 
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eign service helmet as already described. In 
undress, only the mounted police retained the 
white helmet, while the foot police received for-
age caps, very similar to the British pattern 
1871 forage caps. The cap had a band of black 
mohair braid. On the front was a brass mono-
gram that was made of the letters ZAR. 
 
The uniforms of the sergeants were slightly dif-
ferent, in that it had flat braid buttonhole gal-
loons on the front. The rank of NCO was indi-
cated by means of broad gold braid stripes on 
the upper right-hand sleeve.  
 
The rank of sergeant major was indicated by 
means of four stripes and the wearing of a 
white leather cartouche belt, complete with a 
lion head boss, whistle and chain. 
 
The foot police received black ankle length 
hobnail boots, while the mounted police re-
ceived laced up field boots.  
 
The native police received the same uniform, 
sans the helmet. The natives received the for-
age cap and a hat. Boots were rarely issued 
and most black policemen went barefoot. 
 
It would appear that shortly before the 
war round about 1898, some changes oc-
curred.  
 
The mounted police now also received the for-
age cap, as well as a black felt hat with a pug-
garee made up of five ribbons of red, blue, 
white, green and yellow. The hat was turned up 
on the right side and pinned in place with a 
green cockade with a gilt brass Transvaal coat-
of-arms.  
 
The foot police seem to have received single 
breast blue tunics that buttoned down the front 
with seven brass buttons each stamped with 
the monogram ZAR. The ZARP letters were 
still on the right collar, but on the left the police-
man’s force number in brass, was worn.  
 
When on guard duty, the foot police wore the 
white pith helmet. A black leather belt with an 
ornate brass clasp was also issued to the foot 
police. Some photographs of this period show 
some foot police wearing non-regulation snake 
buckle belts. This was probably due to shortag-
es of regulation equipment. 
 
The officers’ uniforms were also standardized 
in 1895. Before this, some officers wore a Brit-

ish style patrol jacket in blue cloth. The 1895 
officers' tunics were of dark blue serge with 
black braiding on the chest and black braid tre-
foil knots on the cuffs. The shoulder straps 
were twisted cords. Rank was indicated by 
Austrian style five pointed stars in brass.  
 
Foot and mounted officers each wore the 
headgear and trousers prescribed for their 
branch of service.  
 
In undress, officers wore a British pattern 1871 
forage cap with a gold band with out and fur-
ther badge. Captains and other more senior 
officers wore the British pattern 1897 forage 
cap with a gold band. On the front was an em-
broidered wreath with the ubiquitous ZAR mon-
ogram between its branches. 
 
Traffic Police  
 
In 1896, a small Traffic Police was formed to 
keep any eye on the chaotic traffic situation of 
the city of Johannesburg. Very little is known of 
them, apart from the fact that they wore a light 
khaki drill tunic and trousers, with khaki twisted 
cord shoulder straps and single loop of khaki 
cord on their cuffs. On their collars they wore 
the brass letters “VD” (Verkeers Departement 
or Traffic Department).  
 
Their head gear was a brown slouch hat with a 
puggaree of unknown color.  
 
Presidential Guard  
 
In about 1894, some Government documents 
mention a Presidential Guard. About 3 photos 
remain to prove that such a unit existed. Their 
numbers appear to have been very small. Their 
uniforms appear to have been dark blue with 
possibly a red collar. The tunic buttoned down 
the front with 6 brass buttons. The trousers 
were of the same color. Their cuffs were deco-
rated with a possibly black braid trefoil knot. 
Their headgear was the standard white British 
Foreign service helmet, but instead of the 
ZARP helmet plate, they wore the Staatsartil-
lerie helmet plate (a ZAR coat of arms on a 
star burst in silver).  
 
Their equipment appears to be the Mounted 
Infantry bandolier for the Martini with a black 
leather belt with a square brass buckles with 
the ZAR coat of arms on in a starburst. What 
eventually happened to them is not known, but 
they disappear from records in about 1895. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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During the Anglo Boer War 
 
During the Anglo Boer War, the enlisted men 
and NCOs retained their patrol jackets in the 
field, but most officers are seen wearing khaki 
jackets of a civilian design, simply sporting 
their ranks on the collar.  
 
The issue hat described above was worn. Later 
on, when the blue patrol jacket wore out, many 
ZARP’s started wearing civilian khaki jackets or 
civilian clothing. The men captured at Dalma-
nutha were wearing a mixture of issued uni-
forms, civilian garb and privately purchase qua-
si-uniforms.  
 
The detective branch and secret police, seeing 
as they had no uniform to start with, proceeded 
to the front clad in sand colored khaki tunics 
and trousers. 
 
The detective branch and the secret police 
wore no uniforms, being strictly speaking CID. 
The detective branch men wore a leather arm-
band with a brass plaque on bearing the Trans-
vaal coat of arms and their force number.  
 
The secret police wore a distinctive badge on 
the back of their coat lapel or inside their jack-
et. The badge was 3, 5 cm in diameter and 
made of brass. On it was an enamel ZAR coat 
of arms and the words "Geheime Politie 
nr…" (Secret Police followed by the persons 
force number). 
 
The weaponry used by the foot as well as the 
mounted police until 1895 was the Martini-
Henry .455 rifle and carbine. When on guard 
duty, the foot police proudly sport a "lunger" or 
triangular bayonet with it. These Martinis were 
either the standard British army rifle or the 
Westley Richards “Made Specially for the ZAR” 
rifles. It would also appear that apart from 
standard carbines, the mounted police used 
Martinis and Westley-Richards rifles whose 
barrel was shortened and had its wooden fore-
stock removed. The ZAR ordered Martini and 
Westley Richards Rifles from the 1880’s and 
had about 32 000 in 1899. It is unknown when 
and in what quantity the ZAR imported bayo-
nets for these rifles.  
 
The Webley revolver was carried by the foot 
police on patrol. These Webleys were imported 
from 1889 until 1897 and was of the Mk I, Mk 

II, Mk II, WG and “Bulldog” type.  
 
In 1896, an amount of Webleys, possibly Mk 
III, was seized from the firm AP Walsche. 
These were bought by the Uitlanders for the 
Raid. In all, the SAR possessed 6850 Webleys.  
After 1895, the police were issued with Lee-
Metford .303 rifles and pattern 1888 Mk II bay-
onets. These Lee-Metford Rifles were not im-
ported from Britain by the government, but was 
captured from the Jameson Raiders and also 
came from the about 3500 Lee-Metford rifles 
impounded from the Uitlanders in Johannes-
burg. Apart from the rifles, bayonets, ammuni-
tion, bandoliers and other equipment was also 
seized. These were shipped of the Govern-
ment stores in Pretoria and issued to mostly 
the police. 
 
The mounted police were further issued with 
bandoliers, firstly the 1873 Mounted Infantry 
bandolier for the Martini Henry and then the 
1895 Mounted Infantry bandolier for the Lee-
Metford. The foot police also wore these ban-
doliers when on guard duty. The foot police, 
when carrying the Webley seem to have a lo-
cally produced holster and ammo pouch slung 
over the right shoulder. An order for an un-
known number of holsters was put in by the 
government to Perkin & Cinnamon Saddlers 
Co in Pretoria. The description of this order 
reads “large style revolver with shoulder straps 
and pouches”. Its is also possible that this firm 
was responsible for the ZARP horse furniture 
and bandoliers, although no order to that effect 
could be found. 
 
 In 1898, the ZARPs began receiving Mod 
1896 Mausers, although one rarely sees a pre-
war or wartime photograph of a ZARP with 
one. 
 
Officers, mostly as a symbol of rank, carried 
swords. The first swords issued to the ZARPs 
were artillery surplus Model 1869 Austrian cav-
alry sabers. In 1897 178 British pattern 1821 
Light Cavalry sabers were imported for officers 
and for the mine police (the mine police asked 
for swords as the native laborers apparent-
ly feared swords more than rifles!) These 
swords were made by Wilkinson & Co of Lon-
don. The blades were acid etched with a trophy 
of arms and in the centre of the blade was the 
ZAR monogram. The hilts were of white metal 
and the grips of black shagreen bound with sil-
ver wire.  
 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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The native police were not armed with fire-
arms, but with knobkieries, which according to 
the police report of 1897, they yielded with 
great effect.  This was possibly the only form of 
baton used by the ZARP’s, as no photograph, 
document or photo shows that the ZARP’s ever 
used regular batons.  
 
The secret police and detective branch were 
armed with Webleys as well. In addition to fire-
arms, the foot police, detective branch and se-
cret police were issued with a small black 
leather-bound pocket book with the words 
"Politie ZAR" tooled in gold on its cover. 
 
Medals 
 
Interestingly enough, the Boers never issued 
medals to its forces, but some ZARP’s did re-
ceive medals. In 1898 after the Swaziland 
campaign, the CO of the Johannesburg Volun-
teer Corps, Staas van Diggelen, struck at his 
own expense a silver medal to commemorate 
his unit’s involvement in this war and in the 
Jameson Raid. This medal bore the Transvaal 
coat of arms on the front with the words 
"Johannesburg Vrijwilligers Corps". It was sus-
pended from a ring bar. Its ribbon was of peter-
sham in the colors of the Transvaal flag. It had 
two bars to it namely "Swaziland 1898" and 
"De opstand in Johannesburg 1896". It was 
never officially issued, and therefore could not 
be worn in uniform. Members of the Johannes-
burg Volunteer Corps, the Staatsartillerie and 
the ZARPs could obtain these medals at own 
cost, providing they could prove they took part 
in the aforementioned actions.  
 
Epilogue 
 
During the war the regular policing in the now 
conquered republics was done by the locally 
raised South-African Constabulary. The 
ZARPs, together with the Boer Republics 
ceased to exist on the 31 May 1902. A great 
many of the ZARPs again joined the newly 
formed Transvaal Police Department. The last 
gathering of the old ZARPs was in 1904 when 
they stood honor guard at the funeral of Presi-
dent Kruger. The last old ZARP to "fade away" 
was Sarel Petrus Frederik Stefanus Kruger in 
1957 aged 96. 
 
Not only as policemen do, we remember them, 
but as soldiers who fought bravely for their 
country. The biggest pity is that nowhere a 

monu-ment commemorates these brave men 
of the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek Politie. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED BY JOHAN WOLFAART 

 
A foot policeman on guard duty. Note the non-regulation belt. 
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A group of Mounted Zarps on parade, 1897. Note the Swords are the Pat. 1821 
 

A Mounted ZARP in full parade dress 
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Artilleryman in field dress 1886, the same that police would have worn. 



NONGQAI Vol 12 No 6B—ZARPS                                              15 

 

 

 
Commandant van Dam and ZARP officers for Johannesburg 1899.  

 
Detective branch preparing to go to war 1899 
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Dutch Volunteer Police for Pretoria, 1899 
Heidelberg police in 1892 
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Johannesburg foot police 1898 
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Lt De La Coer Schroeder in a police officers tunic, 1883 
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Lieutenant De Witt Tossel in undress tunic 1897 
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 Sergeant Hunt and friend, 1890. Note the button hole galloons, peculiar to sergeants 
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Two foot police armed with Lee Metfords 
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Traffic Police for Johannesburg 1896 
ZARPs at Fort Hendrina, Louis Trichardt in 1895. Note the swords are still the Austrian type 1864 
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ZARP's Johannesburg 1900 

 klik hier 

 klik hier 

 klik hier 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poOeN2ApMnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=poOeN2ApMnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VdjwYbvoD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxWZa5UtoxY
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SLOT | END 
 
Dear reader   
Please note that in this quasi-historical magazine we make use of 
various sources and consequently it is obvious that the document 
contains various diverse and personal      opinions of different peo-
ple and the author of the Nongqai cannot be held responsible or 
be liable in his personal  capacity.  
 
Geagte leser   
Vir hierdie kwasiehistoriese tydskrif maak ons van verskeie bronne 
gebruik en bevat die dokument uiteraard uiteenlopende en diverse 
persoonlike menings van verskillende persone en die opsteller van 
die Nongqai kan nie in sy persoonlike hoedanigheid daarvoor 
verantwoordelik of aanspreeklik gehou word nie.  

© 2021 Brig. HB Heymans  (SAP Ret.) 
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