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VOORWOORD | FOREWORD 

 
 
For a Durban “boytjie” like myself, it is an honour to write this foreword to the 

special edition of NONGQAI dedicated to retired Colonel Krishnamurthie Nair.  

The police officers of Indian descent that I had the privilege to come to know 

during my formative years in Natal, were people of principle and polish. They 

generally stood out for their focus on furthering their education, to which Col 

Nair was no exception (he i.a. obtained his National Diploma in Police 

Administration). Thus, the Indian policemen were among the smartest officers 

in every sense – both in their attention to their appearance and their intelligent, 

informed conduct of themselves in their important function.  

Their dedication to community and the upholding of the law ensured that they 

were valued members of society, who therefore navigated South Africa’s 

transition and entry into the new S.A. Police Service with aplomb – Col Nair 

achieved the distinction, in 2000, of being promoted directly from the rank of captain to full colonel, 

a very rare feat that speaks of his abilities and the value that he added in his challenging field of 

specialization, namely finance. Col Nair is a community servant at heart, which he is sure to stay in 

his golden years, contributing to the community policing forum activities. We wish you the pleasant 

and healthy retirement that you so well merit, Colonel!  

The articles in this special edition contributed by appreciative colleagues, highlighting Col Nair’s 

achievements, speak about his many qualities better than I can. I would therefore like to permit 

myself to go beyond saluting Col Nair, to make mention here also of the valued contribution to 

NONGQAI rendered by his colleagues and ours, the indefatigable Colonels Danelia Veldhuizen 

and Logan Govender (our Pietermaritzburg correspondent and social affairs contributor). The 

inputs that we receive from Col Govender with such frequency, charm, and personal warmth, 

ensures that the excellent South African police officers of Indian descent receive their due coverage 

in our online magazine, as well as on our Facebook page. This fills us here at NONGQAI with pride 

and gratitude. To both Colonels, it is indeed a pleasure to work with colleagues of your level of 

dedication, loyalty and humanity, Salute! 
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POLISIEGESKIEDENIS | POLICE HISTORY 

 

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF COLONEL KRISHNAMURTHIE NAIR (SAPS- 
RET) 
Lt-Colonel Danelia Veldhuizen (SAPS - Ret) 
 

 
As a friend and colleague of Colonel Krishnamurthie (Krish) Nair, it is indeed a 
privilege and honour for me to write a report on this incredible leader of the 
South African Police Service.  
 
He was born on the 4th June 1961 in Asherville but moved to Chatsworth in 
1965. He grew up at 129 Nature View Street, Croftdene, Chatsworth. He 
attended Witteklip High School in Chatsworth where he studied English, 
Afrikaans, Maths, Accountancy, Economics and Business Economics.  He 
completed his school career at the same school in December 1979. 
 

He told me that when he was at school, he always had the calling to be a member of the SAP and 
when his teacher would ask him what he wanted to become, he always said he wants to be a 
Policeman. After he left school, he applied several times to be a policeman, but was not successful 
until he was 19 years old. 
 
On the 14th January 1981 and at the tender age of 19 he enlisted as a member of the SAP.  He went 
for training at the latter part of 1981 at Wentworth Police College which is based in the South of 
Durban. This epic journey began as a passion that he had to provide assistance to an ailing 
community so far as crime was concerned. He worked at various stations, starting from Wentworth 
after he completed his training in 1981 till February 1983. He performed duties as Station 
Commander’s clerk as well relief duties.  

 

 
Photo 1 - Colonel Nair during his training at Wentworth College 
Photo 2 - Colonel Nair (left) with Captain Rajoo “Tiger” Ellapan who was one of his mentors.  
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In February 1983 he was transferred to SAP, Cato Manor and was selected to monitor the Female 
Training College.  Thereafter he was selected to perform duties of the Head Station Clerk.  He was 
promoted to Sergeant on the 1st of July 1984.  
 

 
Photo 3 - Colonel Nair (second from right) with members from Cato Manor. On his right is Reserve 
Lieutenant N Govender and far right is the Station Commander, Colonel Perumal. 
 
In January 1988 he was transferred to the District Commissioner, Chatsworth where he established 
the finance office for the new District.  On the 1st of April 1990 he was promoted to the rank of 
Warrant Officer. 
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Photo 4 - Members from the Chatsworth district. Colonel Nair is 2nd from right in the last row. The 
District Commissioner was General Sharma Maharaj seated fourth from left. 

 
Photo 5 - Colonel Nair, far right in back, with Chatsworth District members. General Maharaj is fourth 
from the right and on his left is Brigadier Thaver. 
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His vision was to become a commissioned officer in the Police and he therefore enrolled into 
Technicon RSA where he studied Police Administration, Criminal Law, Law of Criminal Procedure 
and Evidence, Investigation of Crime, English and Afrikaans. He successfully completed his National 
Diploma in Police Administration and in September 1992 he attended the Candidate Officers course 
at the Police’s Training Academy in Paarl in the Western Cape.  

                       
Photo 6 - Colonel Nair with his Diploma in Police Administration 
Photo 7 - Colonel Nair at the graduation ceremony in Paarl. 
After successful completion of this course, he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on the 1st of 
December 1992.  In January 1993 he was transferred to the District Commissioner, Pinetown as the 
Head of Finance. 
He was promoted to the rank of   Captain on the 1st of April 1995 and in October of the same year 
he was transferred to the Area Commissioner, Durban as the Head of Finance. In April 1998 he was 
transferred to SAP, Pinetown as Head of Finance.                                 
On the 1st January 2000 he was promoted to the rank of Colonel and took up his post as the Head 
of Finance at the Area Commissioner, Durban South. It was here that he established the Finance 
office for the new Area.  Colonel Nair got promoted from Captain to Colonel, a triple promotion in 
the SAP which very few people can achieve. It was as a result of his dedicated service and his 
knowledge and experience in the SAPS. 
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Photo 8 - Colonel Nair, third from left, with the Durban South Finance team. General B Ramsaroop, 
third from left, was the Area Comissioner. 
 
After the restructuring of the Area’s, he was transferred to SAP, Kwadabeka as the Head of Support.  
Thereafter he was then transferred to SAPS, Inanda as the Head of Support. In October 2010 he 
was transferred to SAPS, Chatsworth as the Head of Support where he remained until his retirement 
in June 2021.  
 
Colonel Nair received various medals as reflected below: 
1988-04-01:  SA Police Seventy Fifth Anniversary commemorative 
1991-01-14:  SAP Medal for Faithful Service, 10 years 
1995-10-15:  Amalgamation Medal 
2001-01-14:  SA Police Star for Faithful Service, 20 years 
2005-01-27:  SAP 10-year Commemorative Medal 1995-2005 
2011-01-14:  SAP Medal for Loyal Service, 30 years 
2012-08-31:  Soccer World Cup 2010 Support Medal 
2013-04-01:  Centenary Medal 1913 – 2013 
2021-01-14:   SAP Medal for Loyal Service, 40 years 
 

 
Photo 9 - Colonel Nair receiving one of his medals. 
Photo 10 - Lt Colonel V G Naidoo, Lt Colonel M R Pillay, Brigadier C F Marais, Lt Colonel 
Ramchunder, Colonel K Nair and Lt Colonel D C Veldhuizen after receiving their medals.     
 
Although he endured a journey of hardships, trial and tribulations, there were many more 
monumental and eventful moments that made his career within the SAPS an illustrious and 
decorated one. As Police officers, we are required to serve without fear and favour.  
 
Colonel Nair have successfully achieved this. Most managers always said that he was blessed 
because he has the best staff any Commander can wish for. His Station Commanders always 
supported him in whatever tasks he undertook and his fellow managers from VISPOL and Detectives 
always respected the suggestions that he made.  
      
Colonel Nair truly loves and serves the community to the best of his ability and beyond. For the 
many years I have known him, he always started work hours before the time and finished long after 
normal working hours.  He still starts his workday between 4 am and 6 am and only finish work 
between 5pm and 8pm.  
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Photo 11 - Colonel Nair doing crime prevention in Chatsworth Area.  
Community leaders and community members have informed me that when the experience any 
problems, they will phone Colonel Nair, no matter what time of the night or early hours of the morning 
it may be. Some people even phone him when he tells them he is away on holiday or in the hospital 
in ICU. 
 
He is part of the Chatsworth Community Policing as well as all the sub-forums in the Chatsworth 
Policing area. He attends most of their meetings and brief them on certain aspects of crime 
prevention and hotspot areas. He also assists whenever they arrange a crime awareness or similar 
events. 
 

 
Photo 12 - Members of the Chatsworth Community Policing Forum. Colonel Nair is seated far right. 
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Photo 13 - Colonel Nair with community members at a Crime Awareness event. 
Colonel Nair is a very competitive and this was proven when he obtained 1st position on a Budget 
course that he attended.  The complete course was presented in Afrikaans and he was the only 
English-speaking person on the course. The course leader suggested that he should go back to his 
station as he was English speaking and would most probably not be able to make the course. When 
he insisted to attend, the course leader, a Colonel, said that if Colonel Nair, who was a sergeant at 
that stage, passes this course, he would carry his bags for him after completion of the course.  He 
kept to his word.   
 
He also attended a semi-official course and standing advance course at the Police Training College 
in Paarl and was the Best Student. Just proof that he always aims to be the best. 
 
He is a very enthusiastic person and love challenges. He is an excellent leader who works well with 
others in a team. During his career he has worked in many different areas and easily fitted in. He is 
honest, loyal, disciplined and dedicated. He is creative and enjoy coming up with new and exciting 
ideas. 
 
He has a very positive outlook on life and feel that a person can achieve anything humanly possible 
if they put their mind to it. He enjoys running, walking, swimming, relaxing with family and friends 
and working with the community.   
 
He has been part of the Tamil Federation for many years and believes that religion plays a very 
important part in every person’s life and that we overcome any obstacle through prayer. He has 
been the treasurer for many years because he has served them well and the fact that they have 
total trust in him. 
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Photo 14 - Members of the Tamil Federation. Colonel Nair is standing fourth from left.  
 
After 40 years’ service in the SA Police, he can be proud of all the departments’ achievements and 
the many challenges that were overcome through hard and dedicated work.  
 
Colonel Nair always speaks fondly of his Police career. Spanning a 40-year career where he was 
actively engaged with every aspect of Policing allowed him to assimilate a vast array of mixed 
memories. 

 
 

Photo 15 - Article in Chatsworth Tabloid about Colonel Nair's 40 years of service in SAPS. See 
Annexure “A” – HBH. 
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Photo 16 - Article in Boomerang Magazine about Colonel Nair's 40 years in SAPS. 
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He attended many courses during his forty years in the Police such as: 
March 1981    : College Training Course   
June 1994  : Financial Course 
March 2001  : Basic Diversity Awareness Workshop 
June 2006  : Street Survival: Use of Firearms 
January 2007  : Shooting Practice 
June 2008  : Shooting Practice (Medium risk group) 
July 2009  :  Shooting Practice (Medium risk group) 
January 2010  : Middle Management Learning Programme 
January 2010  : Shooting Practice  
July 2010  : Street Survival: Legal Principals 
February 2011  : Pepper Spray 
May 2011  : Electoral Act (Act of 1998) 
July 2012  : Shooting Practice (Medium risk group) 
November 2013  : Shooting Practice (Medium risk group) 
May 2014   : Maintenance Shooting – Handgun 
April 2015  : Maintenance Shooting – Handgun 
April 2016  : Maintenance Shooting – Handgun 
April 2017  : Maintenance Shooting – Handgun 
November 2018  : Maintenance Shooting – Handgun 
May 2019   : Electoral Act (Act of 1998) 
May 2019  : Maintenance Shooting – Handgun 
 

 
Photo 17 - Colonel Nair and Colonel Hugo at the graduation ceremony at Thabong Training Institute. 
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Photo 18 - Colonel Nair (centre) with members at his last shooting practice in the Police. 
                 
He never makes excuses not to assist and even attends to serious incidents of crime and riots. One 
of the scariest moments he experienced was during an incident in Shallcross Road, Chatsworth.  
 
He was on leave and the Station duty officer called him to inform him that a volatile situation was 
developing on the road. In spite of being on leave, he proceeded to the area. Upon his arrival at the 
corner of Shallcross Road and the on-ramp to Higginson Highway, he parked his vehicle and 
alighted so he could speak to the community.   
Unbeknown to him there were criminal elements in the vicinity that opened fire on him. He ran 
forward whilst the bullets were whizzing past him, so that he could get some community members 
to safety, shouting to the people on the road to get down whilst he also dived for cover behind the 
steel road barrier. 
    
He said he could hear the bullets hit the steel barrier and also feel the vibration and he realized at 
that point that it would be matter of seconds before he was hit. Fortunately, he managed to crawl 
back to his car and drive off after getting all the people across the road safely. 
 
Thereafter he drove to Shallcross via Crossmoore and entered Shallcross road from the top. At that 
stage he was informed that the road to the shopping Centre was blocked with burning debris and 
that certain shoppers were trapped at the mall. As the situation grew more tense and dangerous, 
his thoughts were the safety of the shoppers and other people at the mall.  
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He, together with a few members that were present decided to put their faith in God’s hands and 
rescue the people. He and the members walked through the burning debris to the other side and 
began clearing a small entrance in order for the Police vehicles to get through to the people. They 
managed to do this whilst various forms of “missiles “were being hurled at them. The shoppers were 
then escorted out and the mall was secured. Mediation with the disgruntled individuals began to 
diffuse the situation.  
 
One of the most challenging issues Colonel Nair ever had to deal with was the COVID 19 pandemic. 
So many known people and people from the community was infected or died as a result of the virus, 
including Police members. For Police officers their first priority always remains the safety of their 
citizens and with COVID-19 it was the added responsibility of also ensuring their safety by preventing 
them from getting infected with the virus through compliance of the COVID 19 Act regulations.  
Colonel Nair had to ensure that when people came to visit the Station, they as well as the members 
were safe, and he did an excellent job. 
     
He ensured that the entire building was sanitized daily and kept the public informed as soon as a 
member tested positive for the virus. As soon as this occurred, he arranged for a specialized team 
to decontaminate the whole building so that members and the public would feel safe coming to the 
station and its environment.  
 
He also arranged that a mobile Community Service Center be set up outside the Police Station to 
ensure that every person of the community receives service delivery whilst remaining safe. Members 
who tested positive were given the necessary assistance and guidance to overcome the virus. He 
and his members would report for duty at 2am with the National Defense Force to ensure that the 
community will be safe.  

 
Photo 19 - Colonel Nair (second from left) with Brigadier James on his right and other members 
during the Covid 19 rill out programme. 
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Colonel Nair always tells people who would like to join the Organization, that the Police is a calling, 
not a job. Their goal must be to maintain law and order and ensure that the community feels safe. It 
must not be about how much money they receive or how many hours they have to work. 
 
Last but not least, a person must be honest and want to ensure that justice prevails. Police Officers 
must always lead by example, be disciplined and proud of who they are. I can honestly say that 
Colonel Nair is a perfect example of such a person. 
 
Colonel Nair’s parents were most certainly his biggest role models. They have instilled and 
inculcated all the values morals and ethics that have enabled him to be the person that he is. His 

parents not only raised a son for them, but also a son 
for the community.  
 
Photo 20 - Colonel Nair on his wedding day with 
mom, Govinamma Nair, wife Gonam Premi Nair and 
dad, Soondramurthie Nair. 
 
Colonel Nair is very inspired by people like Mahatma 
Ghandi who “fought” for what he believed in, but 
always in a peaceful manner, Sathigra and Nelson 
Mandela who re-united the country and like Ghandi 
wanted only peace and equality. Both of these 
people never took revenge for the way they were 
treated but looked at making the world a better place. 
Another person Colonel Nair looks up to is Mr Valla 
Kisten, the famous singer from Luxmi Stars who is a 
very great but humble man.  
 
Colonel Nair is also very well-known and liked by 
celebrities. He often has to be in the forefront of 
situations and at events and therefore is fortunate to 
become a “Celebrity” himself. He is the second in 
command at the station, but often has to act as 
Station Commander and therefore gets the 
opportunity to converse with famous people.   
 

Colonel Nair is so dedicated to saving people’s lives that he commits himself to donating blood for 
a worthy cause. A good example of a dedicated Police Officer. 

 
Photo 21 - Colonel Nair with actress 
Jailoshini Naidoo. 
 As the Head of Support Services, 
Colonel Nair personally gets involved 
with the planning of all events, and 
was instrumental in the official 
opening of Chatsworth Police Station 
which was attended by Ministers, 
Senior officers, members and the 
community. 
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Photo 22 - Colonel Nair with Journalist and TV personality, Derick Watts. 

 
Photo 23 - Colonel Nai donating his life saving blood   
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Photo 24 - Colonel Nair and Captain V T Kisten with the wooden key at the official opening of the 
new Chatsworth Police Station. 
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Report by General Balaram Naidoo 

 
General Naidoo joined the South African Police Service in March 1976 at SAPS Point, he also 
worked at Maydon Wharf, Durban Central, Provincial Head Quarters and at Durban Central Cluster. 
He retired at the end of December 2017. 

 

 
Photo 25 - General Keerath Nunkumar (Ret) handing over a medal frame to  General Bala Naidoo 
at his farewell function. 
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I know Colonel Krish Nair for more than 30 years and rather interestingly our paths crossed not 
through police work but thought the promotion of Indian Culture in the heart of the biggest Indian 
Township in Chatsworth. There is no doubt he will be remembered in the SAPS for his fine and 
intensive knowledge of policy and more specifically in the field of Finance.   
 
Today he is credited to have carried out his function is all environments of the SAPS, the latest 
being Station Commander. In this field he proved himself to be a very highly skilled 
and knowledgeable. 
 
His fine acumen and his incorruptible approach to the protection of the finance and assets of the 
SAPS gave him the edge in his managerial posts and functions. Many, including me have put our 
faith and trust in this truly impeccable officer. 
   
He has done invaluable work to develop a critically important skills and knowledge of our fellow 
police officers both juniors and his peers alike. Colonel Nair always strove to direct his energies, 
intellect and experience the benefit of the organization.  
 
The example he set serves to inspire the new generation of police officers that are joining the ranks 
of the SAPS and no doubt his passion and enthusiastic approach to his career will be instilled in 
many others that follow in his path.   
      
I have no doubt that in his own inimitable, humble and thoughtful way, he will continue to be a true 
servant of our people. I have no doubt that even in his retirement and as he takes on other roles, 
to break new ground, he will continue to shape the new direction we have taken to build the SAPS 
and our communities. 
 
He worked extensively and tirelessly with all and sundry to bring about a meaningful expertise in 
SAPS infusing new ideas as he went along throughout his career. The SAPS has indeed been 
blessed with the presence of a good, gifted and humble man.  His passion is not only evident in 
his work, but also in his love of life itself and his culture.   
 
Despite his hectic work schedule and frequent stays away from home he succeeded as a 
true Tamilian to contribute to his Language and Culture. He has enriched our lives with his ideas 
and the lives of those who have worked with him and associated with him. He is credited with 
promoting dance and music throughout the country and assisted in many cultural events without 
seeking any remuneration or praise.  He is truly a friend, a gentlemen and most of all a humble 
human being.  
 

Report by General Bisnath Raj Ramsaroop 
 

General Ramsaroop joined the Police on 7 August 1974 at SAPS, Pinetown and posted to SAPS, 
Erasmia, Pretoria. He went to Police College in 1975 and was posted to SAPS, Greenwood Park. 
Thereafter transferred to SAPS, Newark on promotion to Sergeant 1978 transferred to SAPS, 
Tongaat. In 1979 he was transferred to SAPS, Umhlali. Promoted to Warrant Officer 1982. In 1985 
completed National Diploma and underwent Officer Course at Benoni for 3 months.  
   
In 1986 transferred to SAPS, Chatsworth on promotion to Lieutenant. In 1990 appointment as 
Station Commander, Cato Manor and thereafter as Station Commander, Sydenham. In 1991 
promoted to Captain, in 1992 promoted to Major- in 1994 promoted to Lieutenant- Colonel. In 1995 
transferred to SAPS Head Office, Pretoria to Inspectorate Division. In June 1995 promoted to 
Colonel and appointed as Executive Assistant to Area Commissioner Umzimkulu Area.  
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In January 1996 promoted to Director (Brigadier) as Station Commander, Pinetown until December 
1999. On 1 January 2000 promoted to Major General and appointed as Area Commissioner Durban 
South (New Area) with 25 Police Stations and staff compliment of 4900 Police Officers until closing 
of Areas 2005/6 and appointed as Station Commander/Cluster Commander Chatsworth Cluster. In 
2009 restructuring posted and appointment as Cluster Commander SAPS Inanda Cluster until 
retirement at end of August 2014 after 40 years’ service in the SAPS. 

      

 
Photo 26 - Colonel Nair (centre) at the farewell function of General B Ramsaoop (left). Brigadier 
Anesh Haripersadh (right) was the Head of Support at the Durban South Area. 
 
 
I worked with General Maharaj, my guidance counsellor who led and taught me and showed me 
how Police Station works. He was my mentor. He was passionate about studies and ensure I 
enrolled with UNISA for Police Science Degree completed in 1990. I am married to Malthie and have 
3 children.   
 
I have known Colonel Krish Nair for the many years. He has worked with me at the Durban South 
area as Financial Head, at Inanda as Head of Support. 
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During the course of my association with him I found him to be a very responsible, dedicated and 
committed to his work. A very trustworthy person who could be dependent upon at all times. He was 
an accountable officer that one would look towards working.  
 
He was responsible for Millions of Rands for expenditures for twenty-five police stations in the Area 
and at no stage was he ever found wanting for unexplained expenditure. 
 
He is a very committed policeman and served all of his communities where he worked with zest and 
determination.  
 
I personally wish him well for serving the community for the past 40 years and for rendering 
exceptional service to the Organisation. Thank you for a job well done.  
    

Report by General Danny Pillay 
 
I have extreme pleasure in adding this short message on behalf of my good 
friend and colleague, Col Krishna Nair, on the occasion of his retirement from 
the South African Police Service. 

I have known Col Nair for the past 35 years, and I would like to think that I am 
adequately qualified to sing his praises during this time. It was sometime in 
1986 that my wife and I attended a cultural show at the Arena Park Regional 
Hall in Chatsworth, and we had the pleasure of watching a two-and-a-half-year-
old toddler take to the stage, and belt out an Indian dance routine that left the 
audience in awe. 

That little child was none other than the now famous Lineshni Nair, and 
coaching her from behind the curtains backstage, was the familiar face of the now famous Colonel 
Krish Nair. After the show, I went backstage to congratulate little Lineshni and her dad, and it was 
here that myself and Col Nair struck up a friendship – a friendship that grew stronger over the years, 
to the extent that although we live hundreds of kilometres apart, we still regularly keep in contact. 

As a friend, I found Krishna to be ever so respectful, humble, fun loving with an infectious smile and 
deeply religious.  He is known to be loving, courteous and kind hearted, and he has always put the 
needs of others over his own.  

Such was his passion for community upliftment that, together with a very good mutual friend, Mr 
Jaya Pillay, they began promoting cultural events and shows under the banner of the Star Cultural 
Society, and ensured that all proceeds are given to charity.  A community that always longed for, 
and enjoyed these shows never stopped supporting an organization that gave back so much to the 
community.   

Then there was the Young Achiever Awardee, little Lineshni Nair, and the evergreen music maestro 
Valla Kisten and his accomplished band, the Luxmi Stars, and a host of many great artists that 
provided virtually free performances, so that our great philanthropist Colonel Krish Nair could feed 
the poor and hungry.  Hats off to you Krishna, your efforts have not gone unnoticed.  

With his unselfish service to our community, his love of our fellow mankind, his impeccable manners, 
his admirable respect to all who come into contact with him and most importantly, the immense love 
and joy that he so abundantly showers his loving family with, makes him the epitome of a true 
gentlemen. 

All of these characteristics and traits reflect on his childhood and his upbringing.  It is there for all to 
see, that his beloved parents spared no effort in nurturing him to be one of the finest.  This is the 
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solid foundation that he carried as he embarked into a new journey in the South African Police 
Service. 

As a young Constable, he certainly hit the ground running, making a profound impression not only 
on his superiors, but also on his fellow colleagues.  His disciplined and obedient attitude, his 
dedication and commitment to his task, and his untiring work ethic, coupled with his passion for the 
job, is precisely what brought out the best in him.   

The proficient and efficient manner in which he handled his tasks and responsibilities earned him 
not only his stripes, but also his stars.  A worthy Colonel he certainly is and this makes him the 
epitome of a fine Officer. 

I am reminded of all of these attributes as a result of our close working relationship during the time 
when I was the Station Commander of Isipingo Police Station and he was the District Head of 
Finance.  However, the thing that really impressed me was his determination to “swim when thrown 
into the deep end”.  

Col Nair was tasked by the District Commissioner, the late Lieut. General Sharma Maharaj to 
compile the financial records and books of the newly inaugurated District Sports Club.  As there 
were no previous financial records or books to refer to (being a new Club), Col Nair showed that he 
is never afraid to face a challenge.  He requested my assistance, even if it meant that he visits my 
home after hours, to be trained in bookkeeping.  As he was already sufficiently knowledgeable in 
financial matters, he only needed a few hours over a few evenings to be trained on how to compile 
the financial records and books of a Sports Club.  He soon became the financial fundi that we all 
know today.   

Although I moved up to Pretoria, some 26 years ago, my friendship with Col Nair has never 
waned.  He treats people the way he wants to be treated, and he talks to people the way he wants 
to be talked to. Colonel Nair is a worthy friend, a sincere colleague, a proud policeman, a devoted 
husband, a loving father and a doting grandfather. 

To Col Nair, I say: “As you embark on your journey to retirement from the South African Police 
Service, I wish you and your family good health, lots of joy and abundance of happiness.  

I also want to congratulate you on achieving 40 years of unblemished service to the South African 
Police Service and wish to personally thank you for everything that you have done for our community 
and for the South African Police Service. We are very proud of you, and I know that the community 
and the South African Police Service are equally proud of you. Happy retirement, my friend. May 
God continue to bless you and your wonderful family, always.” 

(Photo 27) 
 
 

Report by Brigadier Natty Govender   
 

Brigadier Govender joined the SA Police on 18 April 1980 at Glendale, KwaZulu Natal. Retired in 
December 2017 as a Brigadier, Provincial Head of Organizational Study and Strategic Management. 

  
I first met Col Nair in 1981 at the Wentworth SAP Training College where I was just appointed as an 
instructor and he had reported for basic police training. In fact, he was one of 12 students who had 
reported two weeks earlier than the other new students who were to report on the official date of 
training.   
 
Col Nair and the 11 others had reported earlier than the rest in order to perform guard duties and to 
prepare the College in terms of accommodation, logistical and other matters to accommodate an 
additional platoon of students. 
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Photo 28 - Brigadier N Govender (left) with Colonel R Naidoo (centre), Brigadier K James and 
Colonel K Nair. 
 
 
Col Nair was accompanied by his father when he reported to the College. I found him to be very 
intimidated, concerned and apprehensive. His father expressed the same emotions also. As an 
instructor who was in the very same situation only about 7 months ago, I could fully identify with and 
appreciate these feelings and in a way felt for him and the others. However, I had said to myself that 
I've also been there and done that and so will Col Nair and the others.  
 
For the two weeks with the 12 students, I got to know each one relatively well.  I found Col Nair to 
be very respectful, disciplined, honest, trustworthy, hardworking, loyal, dedicated and committed. 
These attributes prevailed throughout his term of training. He excelled in an all facets of training 
namely academic, physical, foot drill and musketry. 
 
Other instructors also took note of Col Nair and his qualities and attributes. He was selected from 
72 students to assist instructors with functions and duties which were over and above their normal 
training curriculum. He was appointed by the then Warrant Officer R Ellappen (now Retired Captain) 
to assist with procurement and financial functions at the College Mess. 
 
He was also appointed by Warrant Officer SM Govender (now Retired Captain) to assist with 
financial matters in the paying of student's salaries by counting and physically handling money. 
(Students were paid salaries in cash in little brown envelopes). He was entrusted with handling of 
money since his inception in the SAP.  
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It would appear that his destiny in the Financial Environment was already determined at the College. 
It's little wonder that the most part of his career involved positions which required honesty and 
responsibility especially pertaining to finances. 
 
On completion of his training, he proceeded to perform normal policing functions. However, his 
calling towards the financial sector was always there and he became a highly sought after financial 
officer, so much so that when a new Police District was established in Chatsworth, he was head 
hunted by the District Commissioner (now late Lieutenant General D S Maharaj) to be the District 
Head: Finances.  
 
Later, in the new dispensation of a democratic South Africa, Col Nair was appointed as the Area 
Head: Financial Services of the newly established Area Commissioners Office under the command 
of then Area Commissioner Major General Ramsaroop. He continued his career in the financial 
sector at the Accounting Stations as well as Cluster Commanders Offices. 
 
What I see in Col Nair now is what I saw way back in 1981; a disciplined, honest, trustworthy, 
reliable, committed, loyal, dedicated Police Officer. Those attributes which he displayed in the 
College in 1981 were not a facade, these were real, genuine and sincere attributes of a GOD loving 
human being. This is what humanity should be about.  
 
How I wish there are many more Police Officers and people like him. He retires from the SAPS after 
40 years of distinguished and loyal unbroken service with an unblemished record. I feel so good to 
have been associated with him and for being a part of his policing life at the inception of his career.  
 
For a person to have worked with BIG money throughout his career and with so many opportunities 
to put his hand into the so-called cookie jar and not having done so is really something he and all of 
us should be extremely proud of, considering the number of Police and other Officials in 
Government, some in high positions who have been found guilty or are being investigated or have 
been dismissed for this type of activities.  
      
I remember one police officer describing the impact of the Police College using the analogy of the 
formation of a diamond: "In the same way that a diamond is formed from stone by means of extreme 
heat and pressure over time, when a student enters the College, he /she enters as a stone and after 
much heat and pressure he/she leaves as a diamond. I found this interesting, and in relation to Col 
Nair I'd like to say he entered the College already as a diamond which was unpolished and all we 
had to do was to polish this diamond. 
 
All the best in your retirement and you're entitled to walk with your head high up in the air. You've 
done us proud. 
 
    

Report by Brigadier Coenraad Marais  
(Former Station Commander of Chatsworth) 
 

Brigadier Coenraad Frederick Marais joined the Police in 1981-04-21 in Pietermaritzburg. He work 
at the following Police stations: Pietermaritzburg, Inchanga,  Pietermaritzburg Riot unit 8,  
Hammarsdale,  Plessislaer, Pietermaritzburg, Durban south area, Pinetown, Umlazi and  
Chatsworth where he resigned at the end of September 2019. 

 
I met Colonel Krish Nair in January 2000 when we were promoted to the ranks of Colonel and 
Brigadier respectively with the establishment of the Durban South Area under the command of Major 
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General B Ramsaroop. Colonel Nair was appointed as the Head of Finance for the Area and I was 
the Head of Crime Prevention. The Area consisted of 25 Stations in the south of Durban.  
 

 
Photo 29 - Brigadier Coenraad Marais (left) with Mr Sam Abrahams, musician and former member 
of SAPS Band in KZN and Colonel Nair. 
 
During our tenure it was clear that these stations were “left behind” in their development and a lot of 
effort had to go into the procurement of furniture and equipment for the stations. Colonel Nair did an 
excellent job in managing the respective budgets and in uplifting these stations. 
 
In October 2010 I was transferred to Chatsworth as the Station Commander. On my arrival I found 
that I did not have a Support Head. In November 2010 Colonel Nair was transferred to Chatsworth 
as my Support Head. Colonel Nair had a daunting task in front of him to get the support divisions to 
work as a unit but he proceeded with great enthusiasm. Many suggestions came from him to improve 
the running of the station and he was also very active in the community structures to improve the 
image of the station.  
 
He served on the sub-forum of Unit 5 as the police representative and under his guidance this sub 
forum became one of the most progressive sub-forums in combatting crime. 
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I can state without any reservations that Colonel Nair was my right-hand man and many of our 
successes were as a result of his input and dedication. The SAP is truly losing an exemplary officer. 
  

Report by Captain Rajoo (Tiger) Ellapan 
 

Captain Rajoo Ellapan joined the South African Police on 25 August 1969 at Bayview. He worked 
at Chatsworth, Durban Vice Squad, the SAP Training College, SAP Westville, as well as the 
Prospecton Vehicle Investigation Unit and Public Order Police Unit.   
 
He performed duties under senior Police officers such as the late Colonel Pillay, General Basie Smit, 
General Morgan Chetty and Warrant Officer Schourie.  He was known as Tiger Ellapan because he 
was an unbeatable heavyweight professional wrestler in KwaZulu Natal. He wrestled throughout the 
country and competed against international wrestlers.     

      
Colonel Nair underwent his basic training at Wentworth Police 
College.  I was his Drill and Musketry Instructor.  After his graduation 
he became a top policeman in Finance worked under General 
Sharma Maharaj and General Raj Ramsaroop.  He became the 
Head of Finance at Durban South Area.  Thereafter he became 
deputy station commander at SAPS Chatsworth.   
 
He was involved in many outreach programs with the Chatsworth 
community.  Whilst at the college Col Nair assisted in the college 
mess books.  His honesty with unblemished character and 
helpfulness will not be forgotten.  He is a gentleman and an 
officer.  Congratulations for being a recipient for the 40 years’ gold 
medal.  You have earned it enjoy the retirement.  God bless you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report by Captain Sathasivan (Derick) Chetty 
 

Captain Sathasivan (Derick) Chetty joined the South African Police service on 20 June 1984 at 
Malvern and worked at Malvern as well as the Special Guard unit. He has worked at Chatsworth 
Police station for many years and is presently still stationed there.  

 
The name of Colonel Krish Nair resonates within the entire community of Chatsworth. His name is 
often known by the masses but rarely are they able to put the face to the name. One such example 
is when we were at a crime awareness event at the Montford shopping centre in 2018. One of the 
residents a very senior lady approached me and began speaking to me as I was the program director 
for this event.  
 
During the conversation she was lauding praises about Colonel Nair from Chatsworth police station. 
Unbeknown to her Colonel Nair was standing next to me. After a few minutes into the conversation, 
I asked her if she knew who Colonel Nair was and she replied in the negative. I then introduced the 
Colonel to her and she was taken aback after heaping praises about the Colonel and now to actually 
meet him in the flesh. 
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Photo 31 - Colonel Nair with Captain Derick Chetty at the unveiling of the memorial plaque at 
Chatsworth SAPS. 
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I have known Colonel Nair from around 1992 and very little has changed about him as an officer. 
He is known to be an, astute, cultured, honourable and disciplined member of the South African 
Police. His ability for doing things by the book especially in the financial realm within and outside 
the organization precedes him. I have always known Colonel Nair to be associated with the finance 
department from the time he was at the old Durban South Area office, working under General 
Ramsaroop.  
 
Since migrating from the Durban South Area he eventually came to roost at SAPS Chatsworth. It is 
a bit nostalgic and ironic at the same time since he lives in this community that he has worked so 
diligently to protect and serve, and at the same time to retire into the very same community. A true 
son of the soil. 
   
He will truly be one of the home-grown hero’s and legends, to retire back into his home town of 
Chatsworth. Colonel Nair has lived to serve SAPS Chatsworth and its community from the crack of 
dawn till the wee hours of the night or early morning.  
 
An incident that occurred whilst on one of his many patrols comes to mind. We had started work at 
03:30 on a winter’s morning and as usual he was patrolling with his Mercedes which is unmarked. 
We then got a call from one of the residents to report a suspicious grey Mercedes and we all 
converged on this vehicle, only to realize that it was the Colonels vehicle. The member of the 
community was also informed accordingly and he was astounded to learn that Colonel Nair was 
patrolling in his vehicle at such an early hour. 
 
Another incident that I would like to share is when Colonel Nair drove into a protest action on 
Shallcross Road with his car whilst he was on leave. The Colonel was informed of the protest action 
by a member that did not know he was on leave and Colonel Nair did not tell that member that he 
was on leave instead he got into his vehicle and drove right into the protest action. He also came 
under fire and had to make a hasty get away after he managed to get some of the residents to 
safety. As an officer he never failed to get his hands dirty. He would be often seen cleaning up the 
debris on the road after a protest with his bare hands whilst other members would stand around. 
 
Colonel Nair had a passion for serving his community and he also became an active member of his 
local policing forum. Also, never a person to shy away from controversy another story comes to 
mind.  
 
A lady came to the station looking for him and she insisted on seeing him only. As it was Valentine’s 
Day this lady was sent to Colonel to stated that he came highly recommended and she knows that 
he will be able to help. After hearing to the lady, he advised the lady that the police could not arrest 
the perpetrator as this was a case of common assault and that she needs to explore other avenues 
like obtaining a protection order. The lady was not happy with this response and she stormed out of 
his office stating that he was not helpful and all the people who recommended him to her are lying 
about his helpfulness. This just goes to show that Colonel Nair is a man of integrity and wisdom. He 
is not a popular officer but a good officer. 
 
Colonel Nair also served on boards of other organizations, like the Tamil Federation, CPF and many 
more. Hence his love for his culture and music. It would be a huge loss to the community as well as 
the organization when the curtain finally comes down on his illustrious career. We would surely miss 
all the shouting and prodding from. Most of all we miss his larger-than-life presence at the station at 
five o clock in the morning when he comes to visit the station daily. 
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Report by Roland Naidoo 
(Chairperson of Croftdene Sub-Community Policing Forum) 
 

 
Photo 32 - Members of the Croftdene Sub -Community Policing forum. Colonel Nair is second from 
left and Mr Roland Naidoo, the Chairperson is fourth from the left. 
 
As the chairperson of the Croftdene Community Policing Forum for the past 5 years, I have had the 
privilege and honour of working very closely to Colonel Krish Nair. Referring to the term stalwart in 
comparison to Colonel Nair will be the underestimation of the century or putting it mildly so to speak.  
 
He is the epitome of determination and hard work and always 110% prepared for his duty to SAPS. 
He is a man who is absolute, honest and true. He is indeed a confidant to anyone who needs 
guidance and reassurance.  
 
Colonel Nair has never once been shy in answering my calls in the early hours of the morning or 
coming out to assist in the community or the Nature Reserve which is the hub of all the crime in 
Croftdene.   
 
I thank him for always having the community at heart. You are not just a member of SAPS you are 
a friend who is now family. 
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLES IN WHICH COLONEL NAIR FEATURES 
(Photo’s 33 to 38) 
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POLICE SOCIAL EVENTS 
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AFTERWORD 
It was a pleasure to compile and edit this special edition as I am 
a former Durban South (District 75 – Durban South) policeman 
myself. I started at Wentworth (we used to visit the Wentworth 
Training Depot at night at the duty room). Here I worked with Sgt 
Singh and D/Sgt Munilal. Then I became a clerk at the Wentworth 
Garage opposite the Wentworth Training Depot, then I got a 
transfer to King’s Rest and then I was appointed Station 
Commander at Louis Botha Airport and then transferred to 
Durban Security Branch where I worked with Lt Nayager. I knew 
Col Pillai of Chatsworth.  
 
In my day (c1964) the district had the following stations under the 
command of the District Commandant with the rank of Lieut-

Colonel: 
➢ Wentworth (including the Mobile Unit in Tatar Rd next to Alan Taylor),  
➢ Wentworth Garage, 
➢ Wentworth Training Depot (I knew Sgt Schourie, Sgt M Chetty and L/Sgt ‘Oupa’ 

Reynders with his beautiful kept sports car), 
➢ King’s Rest, 
➢ Montclair, 
➢ Clairwood, 
➢ Isipingo, 
➢ Louis Botha Airport, 
➢ Umlazi, 
➢ Amanzimtoti, and 
➢ Umbumbulu.  

Lt Col Daniela Veldhuizen told me that the district comprised of 25 stations! What a 
pleasure to talk to her about Durban-South and its people! Thank you for a good story! 
 
I am in debited to Col Logan Govender, a pioneer in this field of histography, who has 
assisted us in doing special editions on various distinguished police personalities of 
Indian descent. For this series we still need to do the “Tiger” and Lt-Gen Morgan 
Chetty and his wife, Brig I Chetty – true pioneers! So, there is still much work to do! 
 
I salute Col K Nair, a true achiever - may he enjoy his deserved pension! 
 
Greetings 
Hennie Heymans 
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ANNEXURE ‘A’ 

 


