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FOREWORD 

 

DETECTIVE WARRANT OFFICER SIVALINGAM (KRISH) CHETTY  
Major General (Professor) George Doraval Govender  

 
Photograph 1  

Major General (Professor) George Doraval Govender  

(Courtesy of Major General (Professor) George Doraval Govender)     

 

As a friend and colleague, it is indeed a pleasure to write a foreword for Detective Warrant 
Officer Sivalingam (Krish) Chetty. Some people enter our lives for a specific reason, others for a 
lifetime. Some of the people we meet, we can recall the circumstances under which we met and 
departed. With some we build a valuable relationship. One such person was my late colleague 
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DWO Sivalingam Chetty (Krish) who I knew from the 1960’s living in the same Springfield 
neighbourhood as I did. When I was in primary school, I used to see this young policeman dressed 
in a brown uniform waiting at the bus terminus to go to SAP Mayville. At that time, I was in primary 
school with his younger brother Phillip. Little did I realise at that time that I was destined to meet 
and work with him in the late 1970’s at the Chatsworth Detective Branch in Unit 2 (Bayview), 
Chatsworth (Wood and Iron police station). This seasoned detective who made a valuable 
contribution to the people of South Africa as a member of the South African Police (SAP), enriched 
many lives both professionally and personally.   

 

DWO Sivalingam Chetty, commonly known by his colleagues as DWO Krish Chetty in the SAP 
was born on 13 January 1943 in Durban, KwaZulu Natal (KZN). He was the eldest son of Mr and 
Mrs M Chetty and the Eldest of 9 siblings which was 6 brothers and 3 sisters, from an early age he 
showed leadership within his family, always being a provider and protector.   

 

 On 14 October 1963 he joined the South African Police (SAP) and retired on 31 October 1990. 
After passing out from the Wentworth Police College he was stationed at SAP Mayville, Westville, 
Chatsworth and Pinetown in KZN, before transferring to the Eastern Cape, to be stationed at 
SAP Bethelsdorp and then New Brighton. The following medals awarded to DWO Chetty bears 
testimony of his exemplary conduct in the performance of his police functions;   

    

• 1974-05-10 The South African Police Border Medal;   

• 1988-04-01 The South African Police Seventy Fifth Anniversary Medal;   

• 1983-10-14 The South African Police Twenty Year Loyal Service Medal;   

• 1979-05-01 The South African Police Ten Year Loyal Service Medal;   

    

 On 10 January 1969, he married Vasantha. They had two daughters Selina, Tania and three sons 
Lloyd, Andrew and Joshua. They had a dog named Rosy. Rosy looked like a police dog, whom he 
took around in his vehicle. I met his family while they were living at Unit 7 (Montford) in 
Chatsworth.   

 

One unique characteristic of DWO Chetty, was his willingness to help anyone and everyone who 
needed help. I personally witnessed how he took care of the poor; he would take out the last 
money from his pocket and give it to the needy. He was more than a police official, he helped 
change the lives of many people who used to go astray due to peer pressure, unemployment and 
poverty.   

 

My working relationship with DWO Chetty started with the investigation of murder cases at 
Chatsworth Detective Branch and at the Pinetown Detective Branch in the late 1970’s, and early 
1980’s. He was my mentor in the investigation of crime, fishing and golf. He made certain that he 
negotiated with our commanders in Pinetown for our recreation days on Wednesdays, as he was 
strong on sports. He felt strongly that sports would always help in relieving work stress.   

 

 He was never a person for luxury, he led a simple, humble life bringing up his family with rich 
Christian values. DWO Chetty will always be remembered for his ethical principles and values.   

    

Major General (Professor) George Doraval Govender, DLitt et Phil, SOE, F.I.S (SA).   

Professor in Criminal Justice Studies   

University of South Africa   

 

 
 



10 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

POLISIEGESKIEDENIS | POLICE HISTORY 

 

LEGENDARY DETECTIVE OF THE 1960’s AND BORDER VETERAN: 
 WARRANT OFFICER KRISH SIVALINGAM CHETTY  
Col Logan Govender  

 

Compiled by his daughters Selina Ingram, Tania Hollingworth, his 
family and friends. Edited, set out and submitted for publication by 
Logan Govender.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph      2  

Krish Sivalingam Chetty as a young Constable   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Detective Warrant Officer Krish Sivalingam Chetty was born on 1943-01-13 in 
Durban, KwaZulu Natal.   

   

Later he attended Sastri College in Durban.   
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“SASTRI COLLEGE: Sastri College was named after its founder, the right Honourable Srinivasa 
Sastri. Sastri came to South Africa in 1926 as part of a delegation to hold talks with the South 
African Government on the issue of repatriation of Indians. As agent, he was convinced that 
education held the key to the upliftment of the Indian Community. Sastri subsequently drew up 
plans for an institution that would serve both as a High School (offering instruction up to Matric) 
and as a teacher training College. After interesting the Community in his plans, Sastri launched a 
fundraising drive at the beginning of August 1927. On 14 October 1929, the Governor General of 
South Africa, his Excellency the Earl of Athlone, officially opened Sastri College. In his address the 
Governor General remarked that the building of Sastri College was “a fine example of personal 
effort by individuals for the good of the community”. Sastri College officially began when all the 
pupils from the Carlisle Street Government Indian School were transferred to Sastri College at the 
beginning of February 1930.”- Google 

 

During 1950, he became a swimmer and joined the Daintree swimming club at the Asheville 
swimming pool and later the Indian Royal lifesaving Society Club under the tutelage of the 
renowned Balkhumar Singh. He received the Bronze Medal Royal Lifesaving Commonwealth for 
his life saving skills. (The RLSS Bronze Medallion is a personal award for the safety of self and 
others that originated in 1892 throughout the commonwealth, Wikipedia)  

 

 

  
Photograph     3  
The bronze medal bears the following 
inscription - “Royal Life Saving Society - 
Quemcunque Miserum Videris Hominem
 Scias”. The inscription on the rear 
confirms that it was awarded during May 
1961   
    
Our motto is: 
'Quemcunque miserum videris hominem 
scias' which means'Whomsoever you 
see in distress, recognise in them a 
fellow human being'.   
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Photograph     4  

Krish Chetty as a young Lifeguard. Durban during 1963 Isipingo Beach. (Chetty rear row 2nd from 
right.)  Mr Sam Ramsamy seated on the sand in front, middle.   

ENLISTMENT: SA POLICE    
Chetty enlisted into the South African Police and was stationed at Mayville, Durban on 1963-10-
14.   

 

Photograph 5a 

The Commissioner of the South African police at that point 
in time was General JM Keevy. (Courtesy of Google) 
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Photograph      5b  

Chetty dressed in civilian standing on the Parade ground of the SA Police, Non-European (Indian), 
Training Depot (College), Wentworth, Durban   



14 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

 
Photograph 6  

Recruits dressed in overalls within the premises of the SA Police, Non-
European (Indian) Depot (College), Wentworth, Durban   

Rear row, from left, Chetty, 5th (1st right)   

 
  
Photograph 7  
Chetty dressed in an overall within the premises of the depot  
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Photograph 8  

Recruits Training on the so called “hallowed” Parade Ground of South African Police, Non-
European (Indian) Training Depot (College), Wentworth, Durban, Platoon 3 of 1964. (This 
photograph was apparently taken whilst they were doing “Star jumps” alongside the garage that 
housed the State-owned motor vehicles. - Logan Govender - [LG])   

    

Photograph 9  

Krish Chetty at SA Police, Non-European (Indian) Training Depot (College), Wentworth, Durban   
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Photograph 10  

South African Police   

Non-European (Indian) Training Depot (College),   

Wentworth, Durban   

1964   

Platoon   3   

    

Members identified   

    

First row, L-R, GC Pillay (Warrant Officer), 10th; 4th from right.   

Second row, L-R, (S Chetty, late (Troop Leader), 12;)1st from right.   

Third row, L-R, S Singh, (Warrant Officer Sham Singh, first Indian Station Commander, Lenasia, 
Soweto West District)), 11th, last; 1st from right.   

(Both Pillay and Singh are still alive. - [LG])   



17 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

 
Photograph 11  
Warrant Officer GC Pillay  
(Courtesy Warrant Officer Kenny GC Pillay)  

 
Photograph 12  

Warrant Officer Sham Singh  

Courtesy Warrant Officer Sham Singh)  
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Photograph 13  

Chetty standing in his room at the barracks at the depot  
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Image 1  

Media Clipping   

TRAINEES SKILLED IN FIRST AID   

 

Transcript   

“TRAINEES SKILLED IN FIRST AID (20 August 1964) South African Police trainees at the Indian 
Trainee Depot, Wentworth received their first-aid certificate yesterday from Mr B.B. Hopkins 
commissioner for the Natal Coastal and Northern Districts of the St. John Ambulance Brigade. Mr 
Hopkins (second right) is seen with two of the trainees, Dawood (left) and (S Chetty. Looking on 
are Superintendent H.W. Winchester(centre) of the St John Ambulance Brigade and Sergeant HL 
Schourie, station commander of the depot.”   
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Photograph 14 

South African Police   

Depot Indian Football Club - Wentworth   

"A" Team - 1964   

Rear row standing, (S Chetty [Vice Captain], 1st)   

1st row seated, Rungasamy (Captain [Colonel Dickey Rungasamy Munsamy]}, 5th   
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Photograph 15 

Colonel Dickey Rungasamy Munsamy, late (former Station Commander, SA Police, Phoenix; 
Commanding Officer, SA Police, Training College, Chatsworth, Durban).   

(Courtesy of the family of Colonel Dickey Rungasamy Munsamy)   
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Photograph 16 

South African Police Soccer team.   

Front row kneeling, from left, Chetty, 2nd.   

Back row: left Sgt ‘Oupa’ Reynders right: Sgt HL Schourie 

 
Photograph 17 

Unidentified persons in civilian dress.   

Rear row, Chetty, 5th (1st right)   
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Photograph 18 

Constable Chetty in the open neck uniform as a constable   

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE, MAYVILLE   
After his basic training Chetty was reposted to SA Police, Mayville, Durban, from approximately 
January 1965 onwards.   
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Image 2   

Media Clipping   

INDIAN STABBED TO DEATH 

   

Transcript   

Pinetown Police Station   

INDIAN IS STABBED TO DEATH   

An Indian man, Mr. D. Moodley, of 20 Bengal Street, Reservoir Hills, was attacked and knifed to 
death in Alice Street, Durban, last night. According to an eye-witness, Mr. Moodley was knifed in 
the back several times. He collapsed on the spot and died before he could be taken to hospital. 
Two Africans were later arrested in the area by Detective-Constable K. Chetty and Police 
Reservist R. K. Chetty.   
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Chetty successfully wrote the police promotion examinations and was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant on 1967-12-25   

    

Image        3  
  

Media Clipping   

SUSPECT STABBED AFTER EVADING SHOTS   

    

Transcript   

“SUSPECT STABBED AFTER EVADING SHOTS   

A MAN who tried to escape after being arrested outside the 
Durban Magistrate's Court managed to evade three shots 
fired by a policeman but was caught by several onlookers 
and stabbed in the back. The man, a young African, is 
under police guard in King Edward VIII Hospital, where his 
condition is reported to be satisfactory. Detective Sergeant 
S. Chetty was at the courts in Somtsue Road about 
10am yesterday when he recognised a man for whom he 
had a warrant of arrest on a theft charge. He detained the 
man and took him to the police van. Just before they 
reached the van, the man broke free and ran off. Several 
people chased the man and caught the him. When 
Sergeant Chetty went to take charge, he found the man 
had been stabbed in the back.”   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

 

Photograph 19 

South African Police   

Mechanical School   

Class 1,2 and 3   

April - May 1968   

Seated behind the steering wheel - Sergeant S Chetty   

Second row, Constable AM Adam, 3rd   

(Courtesy of Captain AM Adams)   
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Image  4  

Media Clipping   

Prisoner Disappears with His Guard   

    

Transcript   

“Prisoner Disappears with His Guard   

POLICE and prison authorities are temporarily baffled by 
the disappearance of an African convict and his guard 
from Durban's King Edward VIII hospital. The convict is 
Simon Mpungose, who is serving seven terms of 
corrective training after being found guilty of armed 
robbery, escaping from custody and housebreaking. The 
prisoner, who has been described as "very ill and hardly 
able to walk," was admitted to the hospital a few days ago 
with brain and spinal disorders. Despite his condition, 
however he was kept under close guard. When the relief 
warder came on duty yesterday afternoon, he found the 
patient's bed empty and no sign of the guard he was to 
have replaced.  

  

THROW NO LIGHT. 

   

He questioned the other patients but they could throw no 
light on the disappearance of the prisoner or guard. The 
police were then notified and are hunting for the two men. 
The police are also searching for four convicts who 
escaped from a work party at Reservoir Hills. The 
escapers were working with 16 other prisoners when they 
downed tools, gave their guards the slip and disappeared 
into the thick bush.”   
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Image 5  

    

Media Clipping   

MAN SHOT AFTER DURBAN 
CHASE   

    

Transcript   

“MAN SHOT AFTER DURBAN 
CHASE   

AN AFRICAN was shot after he had 
tried to stab two people, including a 
policeman, in Durban yesterday. 

   

The man was being chased by two 
policemen who cornered him in the 
Curries Fountain sports ground after 
they had fired a warning shot.   

 

He was wanted for questioning in 
connection with a robbery at Inanda on 
Thursday, in which an Indian 
shopkeeper was robbed of his clothes. 

   

As Det.-Sgt. S. Chetty approached 
him, the suspect lunged at him with a 
knife. Sgt. Chetty retreated and the 
man rushed at a bystander, Mr. 
R. Thier. Sgt. Chetty fired a second 
warning shot, which was ignored. He 
then shot the man in the leg.  

  

A man has been detained.”   
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Photograph 20 

Krish Chetty and wife Vasantha Chetty at their Engagement in   

January 1969.   
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SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE, WESTVILLE   

Photograph 21 

The Fivaz brothers, both Andre and George were in attendance at the function. Andre Fivaz was 
the Branch Commander of the Detective Branch of SA Police, Westville, at the time.   

(*29 January 1995 General George Fivaz was appointed by President Nelson Mandela as the 1st 
National Commissioner of the South African Police Service (History php-SAPS)   

(Ringed from left, Andre and his brother George Fivaz. - [LG])   
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Photograph 22 

Andre Fivaz paying tribute during the ceremony  

  

 

 

 

Photograph 23 

First National Police Commissioner, South African Police Service, 
General George Fivaz (Courtesy of Brigadier HB Heymans –
 [HBH])  
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Photograph 24 

National Commissioner, General George Fivaz standing on right and Nongqai Editor, Brigadier 
Hennie B Heymans on the left  
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Image 6  

   

Media Clipping   

The Cup Final of the South African Police, Port Natal Indian and Coloured Sports Club   

    

Transcript   

The Cup Final of the South African Police, Port Natal Indian and Coloured sports club   

“The Leader – Durban- October 24 1969   

The Cup Final of the South African Police, Port Natal Indian and Coloured sports club took place 
at Curries fountain last week. Brig J.M. Benade, Divisional Commissioner of Police, Port Natal is 
seen presenting the cup to the captain of the winning team, Durban South. C.I.D. Sgt CHETTY, 
while the secretary of the sports club, Sgt Govindsamy Reddy looks on.”   
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Image 7  

    

Media Clipping   

MURDER FOR HIRE” OFFER DESCRIBED   

    

Transcript   

Westville Police Station   

“MURDER FOR HIRE” OFFER DESCRIBED   

A MAN who impersonated a policeman in an attempt to kidnap a girl was offered R5 000 to kill a 
Reservoir Hills teacher and his wife, it was alleged in papers in the Durban Supreme Court this 
week. The allegation was made in a replying affidavit of a court application in which the teacher, 
Mr Adinarain Applesamy Naidoo is asking for the custody of his 19-year-old 
daughter, Moganakantha. Mr Naidoo brought an urgent court application last month against an 
electrician, Mr Vathasalum Reddy, alleging that Mr Reddy had "kidnapped" his daughter from her 
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work and was keeping her prisoner at a secret hideout in Maritzburg. Mr Reddy opposed the 
application and denied having any knowledge of the whereabouts of Mr Naidoo's daughter,   

 

This week Mr Naidoo replied to allegations in the opposing affidavit of Mr Reddy.   

 

He put forward a supporting affidavit from Mr Lloyd “Peppy” Nathan who said he had planned to 
kidnap Moganakantha and that he was offered R5 000 by Mr S. K. Reddy, an elder brother of 
Mr Vathasalum Reddy, to kill Mr Naidoo and his wife.   

 

Mr Nathan said in his affidavit: "In October I was approached by Reg Reddy, a brother of 
Mr Vathasalum Reddy who informed me that Vivian (Mr VathasalumReddy) was having trouble. 
"He told me that Vivian wanted to marry a certain girl but her parents were objecting. He wanted 
me to deal with the girl's parents." Mr Nathan said that Mr S. K. Reddy, another brother of Vivian, 
asked him to remove Moganakantha from her home and deliver her to Mr "Vivian" Reddy.   

 

"Mr S. K. Reddy promised me I would be paid for my work." Mr Nathan recalled how in the early 
part of October Mr Vathasalum Reddy picked him up and took him to the home of Mr Naidoo at 
about 11pm. "Mr Vathasalum Reddy pointed out a window and told me to collect a bundle of 
clothes which would be near it. "I went there and saw a black refuse bin packet in which was a lot 
of clothes. I picked up the packet and handed it to Mr Reddy." The next day Mr Nathan met 
Mr VathasalumReddy who told him Moganakantha had not gone to work. "Mr Vathasalum Reddy 
asked me to go and kidnap Moganakantha and bring her to him so that he could elope with her. 
"He said that he went to the Naidoos' home in the company of three other men and introduced 
themselves as policemen from the Westville station. They said they had come to investigate a 
case of assault on Moganakantha. "We insisted that we speak to her in her room and once there 
we spoke in whispers and told her who we were and what the purpose of our visit was.  

  

Mr Nathan said that Mr Vathasalum Reddy had warned them that if Moganakantharefused to 
come along they should use force. Mr Nathan and his three men had failed to carry out the kidnap 
attempt. A few weeks later, Mr Nathan was informed that Mr Vathasalum Reddy had managed to 
take Moganakantha away from where she worked. Then Mr Nathan was informed that police were 
investigating the disappearance of Moganakantha. "Mr S. K. Reddy in the presence of 
Mr Vathasalum"Vivian" Reddy offered me R5 000 to get rid of Mr Naidoo and his wife. This meant 
that I should kill them." He said as soon as this offer was made, he told Mr Naidoo about the threat 
to his life and at the same time reported the matter to Detective Sergeant Chetty of Westville 
police. The trial has been remanded to a date in February.   
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Image 8  

    

Media Clipping   

SKELETONS 
PUZZLE   

    

Transcript   

Westville Police 
Station   
    

“SKELETONS 
PUZZLE   

THE SKELETONS of 
a couple found in 
Reservoir Hills two 
weeks ago have not 
yet been identified 
and cops this week 
appealed to anyone 
who can assist to 
come forward. A girl's 
rotary wristwatch, 
pieces of green 
clothing and an ink jar 
were found at the 
scene 
in Annet Drive.   

Anyone who can help 
must contact Capt. E 
G Malherbe 
or Det Sgt. Krish Chet
ty at 856656.”   
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Photograph 25 

Krish Chetty a young detective in Durban Westville 
Police Station 1970s      

 

 
Image 9  

    

Media Clipping   

GANG WAR ROUNDUP   

    

Transcript   

WESTVILLE Police Station   

“GANG WAR ROUNDUP   

Cops under Detective Sgt. Krish Chetty are rounding up 
suspects believed to be involved in the killing of 20-year-old 
Brian Rajkumar of Clare Estate. Brian was killed during a gang 
war outside a Reservoir Hills hotel two weeks ago. During the 
battle, knives, bush-knives, axes, bricks and sticks were used 
and a car belonging to Mr Anand Muthusamy was set alight. The 
suspects are expected to appear in Pinetown Magistrate's Court 
today.”   
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Image 10  

    

Media Clipping   

SLAIN BARMAN: COP HUNTING SUSPECT   

    

Transcript   

    

Westville Police Station   

“SLAIN BARMAN: COP HUNTING SUSPECT   

WESTVILLE cop, Det Sgt Krish Chetty, is hunting a suspect in connection with the death of 
barman Kistensamy (Solomon) Naicker last weekend. Naicker's battered body was found in 
the plushReservoir Hills suburb, only metres from his Pomat Road home. He was hit with what 
appears to be a blunt object and robbed of over R200 in cash. Sgt Chetty questioned several 
people, including servants of Reservoir Hills families.   
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A young man disappeared soon after the killing and is being traced to his kraal. 
Meanwhile Overport police have completed investigations into the deaths of 
two Asherville neighbours, Mrs Moormal Sigamoney Abrahams and Mr Kalmuthu Nair. 
Mrs. Abras was found in her Abelia Road home with a cut throat while Mr Nair was found hanged 
in Pinetown a few days later.  

 
Image 11 

 

Media clipping 

  
Westville Police Station  
Caption: Detective Sergeant Krish Chetty tries to find the body  

(Apology that we could not transcribe the full article) Summary: Chetty at this time working at 
Westville Police station, was called to a scene were a grieving mother said that her 19-year child 
was last seen in the river, initially the passers-by thought it to be a prank but later realised that the 
student was trying to signal for help. Chetty being a former lifeguard bravely dove into the flooded 
Umgeni River to try and recover the body for the grieving family  
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Image 12 

    

Media Clipping   

Man’s rotting body is found in Reservoir Hills shrubbery. Young Wife’s Secret Friend Slain.   

   

 Transcript   

 Post November 28, 1971 by R Brijlal   

“Man’s rotting body is found in Reservoir Hills shrubbery. Young Wife’s Secret Friend Slain.   

Caption   

 (Investigating officer Det Sgt Krish Chetty examines a pair of striped pants which belonged to the 
dead man. Constable Soobramoney Padayachee (left also looks on). 

   

 A week-long search for a missing Durban man ended in grief on Sunday when his badly 
decomposed body was found in thick shrubs in the posh suburb of Reservoir Hills.  

  

Moodley a 22-year-old shoe factory worker of Alpine Road, Springfield. Now cops are treating the 
case as murder. No arrests have yet been made.   

 

The motive may have been an affair as the dead man had been very friendly with a young married 
woman. The gruesome find was made by a local school teacher, V Govender who went to get soil 
to top dress his grass. Immediately after the find was reported cops swung into action.  

  

Det Sgt Krish Chetty of Westville CID, who is heading the murder investigation interviewed several 
residents in the area. Accompanied by a Post reporter Sgt Chetty called on the homes of three 
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missing Durban men and questioned their families. Monday morning Gopal Moodley, a bus driver, 
identified the body of his brother at Gale Street Mortuary.   

 

Sunny’s body was infested with maggots when found but Mr Moodley gave his brother just one 
look and identified him. “He is my brother; he is my brother. They did him in” he cried.   

 

They drove to the spot in Reservoir Hills, where the body was found. A strong stench came from a 
westerly direction about 25m away from a newly built home. There were traces of blood and 
human hair. The gras was flattened and there were signs of a struggle.  

  

Mr Moodley said his brother was missing from Sunday November 14th we called at home in 
Reservoir Hills but were told that he was not there”.   

 

He said that his brother was very friendly with a young married woman whom he had known for 
some time. his brother had been warned to break of the relationship he said. When Sunny’s body 
was found it was clad only in a vest. Cops looking for evidence took possession of a pair of striped 
underpants. Another brother Shunmogan identified them as belonging to his dead brother. 
Because of decomposition injuries were difficult to see but cops are not ruling out the possibility 
that Sunny was strangled.   

 

They are awaiting a post-mortem to find out for sure.”   
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BORDER DUTIES   
(It is reported that Chetty performed numerous stints at the various borders, including within 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) from 1973. On 18 May 1973, Messrs Euro Homes wrote expressing their 
thanks, appreciation and wishing him well for his intention to serve in the border. He also wrote to 
his elder daughter, Selina whilst there. - [LG])   

 

    

Image 13 

    

Letter   

Messrs Euro Homes,20 Ronald Place Westville (18 May 1973)   

    

Transcript   

“Messrs Euro Homes,20 Ronald Place, Westville (18 May 1973)   

https://www.google.com/maps/search/20+Ronald+Place+Westville?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/20+Ronald+Place+Westville?entry=gmail&source=g
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To Detective Sgt S. Chetty   

I herewith wish to express to you my deepest feelings and admiration in your decision to go and 
defend the borders of our fatherland voluntarily.   

Our prayers and thoughts will be with you all the while you are there, and from the depths of our 
hearts we wish you Godspeed and health until you return.   

God Bless South Africa.   

G. Vervaet”   

    

 
Photograph 26 

Chetty fishing in the Zambezi River, using an old ball-race reel during 1973   
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Photograph 27 

Chetty with his catch for the day from the Zambezi River during 1973   
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Photograph 28 

Chetty leaning against a Baobab tree.   
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Photograph 29 

Chetty with other police members in the Zambezi Valley behind a rock during 1973   
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Photograph 30 A & B 

Krish Chetty at the base camp somewhere in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) with his pet monkey “Bob” on 
his shoulder during 1973   
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Photograph 31 

Krish Chetty with a portable 2-way radio over his left shoulder and holding a Hand Machine 
Carbine (HMC) in his right hand   
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Photograph 32 

Chetty squatting near the patrol vehicle communicating on the portable 2-way radio in the Caprivi 
Strip during 1974   
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Photograph 33a 

Krish Chetty carrying a Light Machine Gun (LMG) whilst in the Caprivi Strip during 1974   

Chetty thereafter had a stint in the Caprivi Strip during 1974. During his absence his younger 
daughter, Tania was born.   
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His third stint was at Emangusi Camp (Pongola) in 1979 (as reported by Captain AM Adam.)   

(Unfortunately, no photographs are available of Chetty during this stint. Although, Captain AM 
Adams provided and insert regarding his acquaintance of Chetty at the SA Police, Training 
College, Wentworth and at Emangusi [Pongola] Border Post. - [LG])   

 
Photograph 33b 

South African Police   

Training College,   

Wentworth, Durban   

Platoon 19 / 1973   

July – December   

(Courtesy Warrant Officer AK Pillay)    

   

Members Identified   

Second row, L-R, EN Samson, 1st; HA Haffajee,5th; S Rambhardursingh, 9th.   

Third row, L-R, D Ponnusami, 1st; Anesh Harripersad, 7th.   

Fourth row, L-R, Ramsawak, late, 2nd; AK Pillay, 5th; Budhram, 7th.   



53 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

    

Photograph 34 

Suresh Ramburdarsingh (aka Bushy Singh by all who knew him)   

(Courtesy Mrs Maureen Singh)   

    

During January 1974 Constable Suresh Ramburdarsingh (aka Bushy Singh by all who knew him) 
was posted to SA Police, Westville. After Chetty’s arrival from the Caprivi Strip during March 1974. 
Singh was eager and enthusiastic to serve as a detective particularly alongside Chetty. Whilst still 
in the uniform branch, Chetty shadow mentored Singh whilst he was still in uniform branch until 
both later partnered in numerous major criminal investigations. Singh also later became a 
resourceful, diligent and top detective. Chetty and Singh enjoyed a very close personal and 
working relationship over the years.   
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Photograph 35 

Singh and Chetty at a crime scene   

(Courtesy of Mrs Maureen Singh)   

    

 

 

Photograph 36 

Singh and Chetty behind an unidentified home holding a 
reptile   

(Courtesy of Mrs Maureen Singh)   
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Photograph 37 

Singh and Chetty enjoying their time off at the beach   

(Courtesy of Mrs Maureen Singh)   
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Image 14 

Media Clipping   

MURDER SENSATION   

    

Transcript   

MURDER SENSATION   

Westville June 1977   

(Image: Mr Manilal Ramauter, the dead man’s brother (centre) and investigating officers, detective 
Sergeant Krish Chetty(left) and Detective Constable Suresh Singh inspect the boot of the car in 
which they believe the body was transported)   

    

MURDER SENSATION   
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The gruesome murder of a Durban motor mechanic Mr Dhanraj “Whistler” Ramauter, 36, led to the 
dramatic detention yesterday of a Reservoir Hills housewife, her secret lover, and another 
man Dhanraj’s mutilated body was found by an elder brother, Mr Manilal Ramauter, in bushes on 
top of a sand dune at Durban’s Beachwood Beach on Friday morning after the spot was pointed 
out to the Ramauterfamily by a Sea Cow Lake spiritualist.   

The murdered man went missing last Saturday night after he and his wife Shiela (27) had returned 
to their Fulham Road, Reservoir Hills home, from a party with Indian Seamen on board the City of 
Glasgow.   

A day before Mr Ramauters body was found his wife described to the Sunday Times the 
circumstances surrounding his mystery disappearance, she told Rajendra Chettythat she believed 
her husband had been bumped off (pg2) Twenty-four hours later a woman was detained. The 
disabled 43 yr. old spiritualist Mr Poonsamy Chettypointed out the exact spot after 
the Ramauter family had desperately sought his assistance following a fruitless four-day search 
(after investigation Det S Chettyarrested the wife Sheila, her boyfriend and Mr Shandu an 
accomplice for the murder of Mr Ramauter)   
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SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE, CHATSWORTH   
 

    

Image 15 

Media Clipping   

SCISSORS MURDER POLICE SEEKS 
MAN   

    

Transcript   

Chatsworth Police Station (July 12 
1978)   

   

SCISSORS MURDER POLICE SEEKS 
MAN   

POLICE who are working round the clock 
to solve the gruesome scissors murder 
last week of a Reservoir Hills mother and 
her three-year-old daughter are anxious 
to interview an African man in connection 
with the killings. He is 
Mr Ganku Xulu (30), who is described as 
about 1,75 m tall, well-built and with 
pimple marks on his face. Mr Xulu lived 
with his wife and daughter in a rented 
wood-and-iron shack in Clermont, just 
above Reservoir Hills, but his home is 
deserted and neighbours do not know 
when the family plans to return. 
Described as "something of a loner", 
Mr Xulu worked at the Durwest Primary 
School, which was attended by the 
murdered child, Anusha Govender.   

He got to know children and their parents 
and was a familiar figure in the area. 
Anyone knowing Mr Xulu's whereabouts 
should telephone Major Johan Kruger or 
Detective Constable Des Wilson at 
Durban West police headquarters. The 
number is 218551. Colonel Dan Matthee, 
head of Durban West divisional 
headquarters, said today that a special 

squad had been formed to bring the murderer or murderers of Mrs Kamatchee Govender (31) and 
her child to book. "Our investigations are being conducted at a very high level," he said. "We have 
all our available men on the job. They are working 24 hours out of every 24 and are making good 
progress.”   

The partly clothed bodies of Mrs Govender and Anusha were found by police in an overgrown 
section of the family’s garden on July 3.   
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Image 16 

    

Media Clipping   

UNCLE SLIT CHILD’S THROAT COURT TOLD   

    

Transcript   

Chatsworth Police Station   

UNCLE SLIT CHILD’S THROAT COURT TOLD   
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A Chatsworth father of 3 children described how he found the body of his missing child in a dry 
river bed with his throat slit. In papers filed at the Inquest Court in Chatsworth, 
Mr Gengan Govender of a farm in the Welbedacht area said his five-year-old son, Yoganathan, 
went missing from their home in May last year. He went to work and his wife and young daughter 
went to the cinema. 'When my wife returned home, she found our son was missing. We conducted 
a thorough search in the area but without success. We reported his disappearance to the 
Chatsworth Police. The following day I stayed away from work, and accompanied by family 
members and friends, we again searched for my son. We found his body on a dried river bed in a 
dense valley near the house. The boy's mother, Mrs Logambal Govender, said in papers filed in 
court that she and her three-year-old daughter went to the cinema, after leaving her 
son, Yoganathan, in the company of her brother-in-law, Moonsamy Anamalay, who is mentally 
deranged. She said she had left her son in his company about four times and had not received 
any complaints from her son about her brother-in-law molesting him. 'He was good to my children,’ 
she said. In a sworn affidavit before court, the investigating officer of the Chatsworth Police 
Station, Detective Sergeant Sivalingham Chetty, said when he arrived at the scene, he found the 
child's throat had been slit and the clothing soaked in blood. He later questioned Moonsamy 
Anamalay who admitted killing the child. Sergeant Chetty said Anamalay accompanied him to the 
scene and pointed out the spot where the body was found earlier. A bloodstained razor blade was 
found nearby. Sergeant Chetty said Anamalay was then charged and appeared in the Chatsworth, 
Magistrate's Court, where he had been declared a State President's patient. Inquest Magistrate Mr 
Krishna Maharaj ruled that the cause of the child's death was a 'clean cut wound of the neck, 
presumably caused by a sharp instrument'. He said from available evidence it appeared that the 
person responsible for the death of Loganathan Govender was the child’s uncle - The 
one Moonsamy Anamalay, who has since been declared a State President’s patient.   
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Image 17 
Good Work: No. A150509E Det/Sgt S Chetty and  
No. A159777R Const. S Rambhardursingh  
   
Letter   
   
Transcript     
“17 November 1978   



62 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

The District Commandant   
Durban West   
Good Work: No. A150509E Det/Sgt S Chetty and   
No. A159777R Const. S Rambhardursingh   
1. The abovementioned two members must be congratulated on their diligence, devotion to duty 
and the intelligent manner in which they investigated the case of the murder of Asiatic 
Male Dhanraj (Westville RCI 45/6/77) which resulted in the arrest and conviction of the three 
persons who were responsible for the crime.   
2. Please convey the thanks and appreciation of the Divisional Commissioner and myself to the 
two members concerned.  
3. A copy of this letter must be filed in the personal files of these two members.  
   
Brigadier Port Natal   
AO Hansen”  
 

   
Image 18 
Letter  
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Transcript   
    
“21 November 1978   
The Branch Commander   
C.I Department Westville   
    
GOOD WORK No. A150509E Det Sgt S CHETTY and No. A159777R Const. 
S Rambhardursingh.   
1. Herewith photostat copies of letter written by Divisional Commissioner for compliance.   
2. Please convey my appreciation for the talented way these two members solved this barbaric 
murder.   
District C.I. Officer   
Lt.-Col. Durban West   
D.C. Matthee”  

   

 

Image        19 

    

Media Clipping   

ACCUSED IN MURDER TRIAL TOOK POLICE TO 
DEATH SITE   

    

Transcript   

31 March1981- Daily News Chatsworth Police Station   

   

“ACCUSED IN MURDER TRIAL TOOK POLICE TO 
DEATH SITE   

TWO days after he was around, Mr Abhimun Dudrajh, 
alleged to have murdered a young nurse aide in 
Chatsworth last September, pointed out blood and struggle 
marks to the police. Mr Dudrajh (32) is appearing before Mr 
Justice Shearer and two assessors in the Supreme Court, 
Durban, charged with the murder 
of PushpagandiChetty (25). The Apollo High School 
teacher has pleaded not guilty to the charge. Detective 
Warrant Officer S. Chetty of the Chatsworth police said the 
day Pushpagandi's body was found on a vacant lot 
adjoining the Mobeni cemetery, he accompanied the 
investigating officer to the scene. He told the court there 
were struggle marks on the ground, human hair was found 
a few paces away from the corpse and there were tyre 
marks indicating that a car had pulled away quickly. On 
Friday October 3, Mr Dudrajh was arrested. On Sunday he 
was taken by police to the Mobeni Post Office where, on 
the night of her death, Pushpagandi is believed to have got 
a lift with a man driving a yellow car, Mr Dudrajh drove a 
yellow car, said Detective Warrant Officer Chetty. 
Mr Dudrajh pointed out a certain spot to the police and 
directed them along Higginson Highway towards the 
cemetery where he told them to stop on the adjoining 

vacant plot. He then pointed out the spot where the corpse had been found. Mr G. Alexander, for 
Mr Dudrajh, asked Detective Warrant Officer Chetty if it was important that tyre marks had been 
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found. The policeman said that it was but had not been photographed. Mrs M Steyn appears for 
the State and Mr G Alexander assisted Mr P Gatrow instructed by Mr B Choudree appears for 
Mr Dudrajh.   

    

SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE, PINETOWN   

      

Photograph 38 

Lewis on the left, Krish (middle). Lewis was the little baby who was sold by his father Moonsamy to 
buy alcohol. Krish found him and brought him back home. Lewis was about 9 years at the time   
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Image 21 

    

Media Clipping   

The Passing Parade, Sunday Tribune, July 27, 1980   

    

Transcript   

The Passing Parade, Sunday Tribune, July 27, 1980   

    

THE PASSING PARADE:  Sunday Tribune July 27,1980   

(Det. SGT. Krish Chetty receives a medal from Brigadier Visser for combating terrorism)   

The Divisional Commissioner of Police for Port Natal, Brig. Jan Visser, warned this week the 
South African Police had become the prime target of Marxists bent on overthrowing the 
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Government. He was speaking at a passing-out parade at the Wentworth Police Training College, 
where 36 young Indian men graduated.   

Brig Visser said it was no secret that Marxists had their sight set on South Africa as their next step 
towards World Domination.   

“History has shown that the first step is to overthrow Law and Order. We would therefore be 
foolhardy to believe the police are not our enemies main target”   

 

    

Photograph 39 

Warrant Officer Chetty is awarded South African Police Medal for Long Service and Exemplary 
Conduct, 20 years by Brigadier Hennie de Wit, The Divisional Commissioner for Port Natal (Kwa-
Zulu Natal) at a Medal Parade in Durban during 1983   
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EASTERN CAPE   

    

Image 22 

    

Media Clipping   

Evening Post Port Elizabeth – Fri February 1, 1985   

    

Transcript   

Evening Post Port Elizabeth – Fri February 1, 1985   

   

 At a meeting to form a police reserve unit for Malabar, held at the Malabar Clinic were (from left) 
Sgt K Padayachy, Warrant Officer S Chetty, Major JJ Charles, Miss A Carmichael newly appointed 
Social Worker) and Mr J Kathan, acting Chairman of the Indian Management Committee. Five 
volunteers have joined the reserve and will be sworn in shortly   
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Photograph 40 

Krish Chetty – (1986) Gelvandale Police Station   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photograph      41 

Lloyd Chetty on the left, Krish's eldest son in the 1986   
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Photograph      42 

Krish Chetty as Chairman of Shotokan Karate School   

Achievement Awards-1986   

Back Row: Krish Chetty, Prakash Govender, Sanjay Kathan, Selina Chetty   

Front Row: Deon Raga, Natasha Mackay   
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Photograph      43 

Krish Chetty during 1987 at the Bethelsdorp Police Station   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photograph      44 

Shotokan Karate School, Eastern Cape managed by Krish Chetty whilst based 
at Bethelsdorp Police Station during 1984 - 1987   
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Photograph 45 

Chetty on a Medal Parade together with other members during 1988 at Bethelsdorp awaiting to be 
awarded with The South African Police, Seventy Fifth Anniversary Medal. 
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Image 23 

Media Clipping   

DEATH OF AN EX PE- COP PORT ELIZABETH   



73 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

    

Transcript   

Port Elizabeth October 1997   

   

DEATH OF AN EX PE-COP PORT ELIZABETH   

A well-known Port Elizabeth police man has died in Durban, Warrant Chris (Krish) Chetty, 54, of 
Malabar suffered a heart attack on his way to golf yesterday. He was a passenger in a car at the 
time. While in PE he was stationed in Bethelsdorp. He belonged to the Fairview Golf Club, the 
Wedgewood Country Club. And the Royal Lifesaving Academy. His brother, Mr 
Nathan Chetty said an official funeral will be held at a later date. W/O Chetty leaves his wife, 
Mrs Vasantha Chetty, 3 sons and 2 daughters   

    

SERVICE MEDALS AWARDED   
1974-05-10 The South African Police Border Medal;   

1988-04-01 The South African Police Seventy Fifth Anniversary Medal;   

1983-10-14 The South African Police Twenty Year Loyal Service Medal;   

1979-05-01 The South African Police Ten Year Loyal Service Medal;   

    

He retired from the South African Police on 1990-10-31 with 28 years of loyal and meritorious 
service to the South African Police and its various communities.   

 

 
Photograph      46 

Krish Chetty and wife Vasantha Chetty at eldest son’s wedding in 1992 after his retirement   
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Photograph 47 

Krish Chetty and wife Vasantha Chetty – 50th Birthday; 1993 after his retirement   

 

TRIBUTE   
By Ms Selina Ingram, eldest daughter of Warrant Officer Krish Chetty   

 
Photograph 48 

Selina Ingram, Eldest daughter 
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A TRUE DETECTIVE   
Many true detectives are CALLED, but only few are CHOSEN!   

 

My dad was without a doubt part of the few chosen.   

 

He took every case personally. He used his sixth sense and intuition. He had a special gift built in 
him to solve these cases. There were times where he would go back over and over to the crime 
scenes, even at night, although he was not on duty. I saw pure dedication whenever he was busy 
with a big case. I felt his emotions, his questions, his working out of everything to do with the case. 
The what ifs, the maybes. His anxiousness, his worries, his anxiety. But most of all the challenge 
of solving the case, and bringing the offenders to justice. I knew every case of his. I used to read 
his dockets without him knowing. Up until now I’m fascinated with cases on True Detective, 
Crimes Stories, and Medical Detectives.   

 

He was admired by many, especially my uncle Dan Perumal who wanted to be just like my dad 
when he grew up. Dan’s parents always found him in front of the mirror admiring himself, dressed 
as a detective. He always encouraged my uncle Dan Perumal towards becoming a law 
enforcement officer, and he became one when he grew up. Dan Perumal also became a well-
loved and well known in his community. He was also known for his integrity. Both went to 
Wentworth police training college. I remember my dad’s surprise when he asked Dan what was his 
room number and it was the same room that my dad was in for 6 months before his passing out, 
but many years apart of course.   

 

    

Photograph 49 

Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, late, formerly SA Police 
Service, Dannhauser, KwaZulu Natal.  

(Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, 
late)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASES   
I remember one case of his where he couldn’t find the murder weapon, but he had an idea of 
where it might have been. It was either thrown or buried near a river. He went to the crime scene, 
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concentrated for a while, or prayed, then walked a few meters, dug into the mud and found the axe 
that was used on the poor victim. So, he was highly intuitive and it helped him with his passion of 
being an investigator. I remember the name of the suspect was Shandu. He was hired by the 
victim’s wife and boyfriend. I remember reading his letter from prison. He addressed it to my dad. 
He was sorry for what he did, and wanted to turn his life around. Not sure how sincere this was 
and whether he is still in prison.  

  

I remember how these cases affected my dad too, especially the ones involving children.   

 

All his big cases made the front page of the newspaper houses in Durban. But it was the little ones 
that never made the papers that counted just as much!  There were a few times where new-born 
babies were found in trash cans. Covered in maggots, abandoned and left to die. As far as I can 
remember at least there were 3 babies that he brought to my grandmother to bath and clean up, 
clothe and feed them before taking them to where they needed to go.  

  

Another incident, there was also a little boy that lived in the same vicinity as us. His name was 
Lewis. His father had a drinking problem and sold Lewis to a couple that could not have children. 
The father of Lewis used the money to purchase alcohol. My dad found out a few days later and 
immediately went out to find the child. We all waited in anticipation until my dad brought him back 
home. I stand under correction but I think he was found with a couple in Reservoir Hills.   

 

He also returned to their homes a number of runaway kids. Their parents were forever grateful to 
him. There were countless times when orphans came for help to look for their parents, or parents 
looking for their children. Marriages were on the brink of ending, but my dad luckily intervened. All 
these were not part of his everyday job, but he could never turn anyone away.   

 

“Scissors murderer” – I remember when they caught this guy. I overheard my dad say how 
stubborn he was. What a bad attitude he had but my dad knew exactly how to make him talk. My 
dad was an Empath, so he could feel everything someone feels, knew when they were lying, 
telling the truth or avoiding anything. He could read body language accurately.   

 

He was everything to everyone. A father, a husband, a brother, a son, an uncle, a friend, a 
colleague, a marriage counsellor, a teacher.   

 

He also took care of alcoholics and drug addicts, sometimes keeping them in his own garage or 
backyard. Clothing them, cutting their hair, feeding them, changing their direction in life.  

  

I remember the day we found out that he had passed on. There were two strangers one from the 
Eastern Cape and another from the Western Cape came to ask if my dad could help them.   

 

There were a few people that phoned us to ask about my dad after they saw an article in the paper 
about his passing. The one lady said that my dad had bought meds for her sick child, while the 
other person told us how my dad helped him with his car that was stuck. The list goes on and on.   

When my dad passed on, it was not just us that felt the loss, but also the poor community. They 
were the closest thing to his heart. 
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FAMILY   
He took care of his 6 brothers and 2 sisters. He was the eldest, and responsible for them. After 
school he used to be a golf caddy and save all the little, he made to pay the rent at the end of the 
month.   

 

He met a beauty queen and they married when he was 26.   

 

He did a stint at the Caprivi Strip. He’s fished a lot in the Zambesi River. My younger sister was 
born while he was serving in Caprivi Strip. He had a very good family 
friend Soobramoney Padaychee, who also worked close with my dad in the police force. 
Uncle Soobrey took care of us when my dad went to Rhodesia. He took us to our doctor’s 
appointments etc. What a humble person he was. My father had such good friends. They were 
more like brothers; they could trust each other totally.   

 

 
Photograph 50 

Warrant Officer Subrie Padayachee, late, Warrant Officer Chetty’s former colleague, confidant and 
family friend.  

(Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Subrie Padayachee)  

   

He also had a pet monkey in Rhodesia called “Bob”. He was an animal lover and was an excellent 
dog whisperer. He had a dog called Rosy. She was so famous amongst all my father’s friends, 
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colleagues and neighbours. He trained her himself. He used her as a police dog where necessary. 
What a brilliant dog Rosy turned out to be! He could take her out in public without a leash and she 
would not do anything without his command. She shook hands with everybody that he introduced 
her to. She was his pride and joy.   

 

When he reached 41 years of age he took his family, wife and 3 kids and relocated to the Eastern 
Cape and all his 5 brothers and 2 sisters followed thereafter.   

 

He continued to serve the public, the church, and the forgotten people whom he took care of. Most 
of the stories I heard about my dad came from his brothers and sisters and also friends.   

 

He never let his left hand know what his right hand was doing!   

 

Whenever his brothers and sisters spoke about him, they were always moved with emotion. 
Although he had his own immediate family, he still dedicated himself to them as well. They told me 
how he would give his bus fare for them to buy some bread and he would walk instead to work as 
a young policeman. I don’t know how much a constable earned in those days but he saw to us and 
also put all his siblings through school. Bought them books when they needed it. He also bought 
one of his brothers some tools after he left school to become a builder, and that brother became a 
huge building contractor later in life. He was a man known to always SACRIFICE. Not just once or 
twice but ALL his life.   

 

He was a hero too. I also have many stories about him but today I will share one important one. 
We were at a municipal pool in unit 5. I think I could have been about 7 years old at the time. 
There was the shallow end of pool and then the deep end. The deep end was quite deep because 
there were 3 diving boards at different heights, so you can imagine the depth. I was swimming at 
the shallow end, and I called my dad to put me on his back and swim with me to the deep end. It 
always gave me such a thrill as he did that. While riding on his back with my arms around his neck 
I used to put my face below the water and open my eyes to see how deep it was. It was very 
scary, but such a thrill at the same time.   

 

I did it a few times and laughed so hard until I got dizzy. The deeper we went the more thrilling it 
was for me. Then finally my dad said let’s get out now. He was going to give me 10 more minutes 
to play around the shallow water and then we will have to head for home. Being a child that loved 
the water I wasted no time but wanted to make the most of that 10 minute that I had left. I saw my 
dad heading for the stands where we kept our towels, his back was facing me as I watched him 
walk, then I turned around and jumped over a guy that was sunbathing by the edge of the pool, 
and into the water I went. As I cut through the water, I had such a deep regret, realization had hit 
me that I had misjudged the depth of water and I jumped into the deep side of the pool instead of 
the shallow side.   

 

As I was sinking, I thought, of the guy that I jumped over that was sunbathing at the edge of the 
pool. He’s the closest to me I thought. Did he see me? Does he know that I’m busy drowning? It 
was such a sickening feeling of knowing you going to die.   

 

Suddenly, I felt something or someone hold me by my legs. I felt myself being pushed up through 
the water. My eyes were open and I tried to see who this was, but everything was distorted for me, 
underwater.   

 When I reached the top, and got out of the water with help. I turned around to see who this 
SAVIOUR was. It was none other than my DAD. I was shocked because my last glance of him, 
was him walking away with his back facing me.   
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He couldn’t have seen me! NO, HE COULD NOT HAVE, I THOUGHT! So, on our way home I 
asked him how did he know I was in trouble.   

 

His words were. MY EYES ARE ALWAYS ON YOU! I will never forget that incident or his words. 
MY DAD. MY HERO!   

 

He also undertook to open a branch of The Shotokan Karate International School here in Port 
Elizabeth. He managed the school. From the transport, to the sensei, to the end of year Gradings, 
and tournaments. This was all voluntary!   

 

He was also a member of the well-known Wedgewood Golf Country Club.   

 

Once a month he would also fetch some of the orphans from the SOS Children’s Village to teach 
them some golf and thereafter provide them with some lunch.   

 

 It’s really so unbelievable, all the things that he has accomplished, all the lives that he had 
touched at just 54 years of age.   

 

People were more important to him than advancing his career, or even gaining material things. 

   

I do strongly believe that he was here on a mission, and that he did what he could, until it was time 
for him to leave.   

 

When I used to look upon my dad or even think of him, there are a few words that pop up 
immediately that would describe him best, and I’m sure that many people will agree with me on 
this one.  

  

PEACEMAKER, PROTECTOR, LOVE, MENTOR, HUMANITARIAN, INTERGRITY, SECURITY   
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TRIBUTE   
By Mrs Tania Hollingworth (youngest daughter of Warrant Officer Krish 
Chetty)   

 
Photograph 51 

Tania Hollingworth, youngest daughter    

   

“The Border Baby” that’s what everyone called me when I was little. A nickname given to me 
because of my dad. I was the baby that was given a name only after my dad got back from the 
border in 1974.   

 

Everyone would describe their fathers differently; they all had different backgrounds, lifestyles and 
experiences. Yet all fathers have an impact on relationships that children make as they grow and 
help make us to become who we are today. I remember when I was just a kid, during my first 
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school year my teacher tried to explain to the class about what Father’s Day was. After I heard her 
explanation, I said “but that’s how I feel about my father every day, not just Father’s Day”. The 
entire class laughed, as they did not understand that: My dad was different! He did not fit into any 
ordinary category of Fathers to be celebrated only on Father’s Day. From a very young age till I 
was married and after I became a mother; I could not tell people or brag that my father was a real 
hero or represented all heroes. I just thought, even if I tried, they won’t believe me.   

 

He may had come across as strict and disciplined, however it was because he wanted us to learn 
how to deal with the real world. He taught us that family is essential, and no matter what, family 
will always be there for us. He provided a sense of security as well as safety towards us, his 
friends and the community. He provided physical, emotional comfort to us in times of need. He 
was a Saviour to many, a rescuer to some and a friend to others.   

 

So how do I describe my late Dad to my husband, my son, or my current friends?   

 

The unexpected happened: while living in George (Western Cape) my family and I were invited 
over to a friend’s house for dinner. My friend warned us that her father had just come back from 
hospital, he had suffered a stroke and his ability to speak was severely impaired. Upon arrival and 
after greeting all the other guests, I was taken over to Mr. Chetty to be introduced. His daughter 
tried to explain that I was from PE and that my father was a policeman etc.   

 

Her Father shouted out aloud and got very excited. His speech was slurred but he insisted that my 
husband, son, and I sat closer to him using hand gestures. Respecting the older man, I complied 
and got my family to get closer to him. Expecting the usual conversation, I was taken aback when 
he looked at my husband and son and asked” Do you know what a real Superman is, have you 
ever met a real superman?” We were stunned into silence. His speech became clearer, and he 
asked for them to turn the music down for him so he could continue talking to us.   

 

Excitedly he said” I have! I have actually met a real superman, this lady’s father!” Looking directly 
at my son he said” your grandfather was one of the bravest men I ever met. “We then spent the 
rest of the early evening listening to amazing tales about my father and Nottingham Road and his 
time in Durban. My husband was astonished, my son was in awe and as for me I was teary eyed 
for most of the evening. What a privilege and experience it was.   

 

On our walk home after the dinner my husband said to me that my father must have been a 
GREAT man for people to have so much to say about him and the many memories. My reply was 
“if only you knew”.   

 

My father was my hero in the little things as well as the big things. Influencing my life from 
teaching me how to tie a fishing trace at a very young age, to gifting me my first Wilbur Smith 
book.   

 

He was a Swimmer, so he was our Lifesaver. In the water and out of the water. He was a Soldier, 
so he was our Protector.   

 

He was an amazing Fisherman, so he was a Provider.   

 

He endured difficult situations which gave him Fortitude.   

 

He helped others and gave to those in need, so he was Selfless.  
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His respect for people transcended through racism, religion, or wealth. He was gallant and a man 
of valour who protected the weak and those that were treated unjustly, our family Robin Hood.  

  

He was compassionate, a listener and a fearless man of God, our Priest in our home.   

 

All my father’s brothers, sons, nephews and even daughters have, and are still striving to be like 
him and to take up his reigns. But my fathers’ shoulders were very broad; his heart extraordinarily 
large and his shoes too big to fill.   

 

The link in our family chain broke the day my dad left us but as our family always says” till we meet 
again” Until then we tell his stories and his tales to the younger ones hoping to plant seeds for 
future gentlemen and heroes.   

 

The Fisherman: He used to joke that he was a fisher of men and of fish. He said always save the 
man’s soul. “Jesus said we must be fishers of men but don’t forget to feed him as well” He taught 
us the importance of fishing and how the time spent, whilst waiting for the 1st bite can help with 
bonding, friendships, bringing family closer together or just time to talk to God. The first lessons 
when joining our family (our mission statement) – Learn how to fish, learn to clean your own fish 
and learn how to cook and share your catch   

 

 
Photograph      52 

Crammer Street, Port Elizabeth, The Chetty Home  

 

No matter how late in the night – the boys come home and wake up their Mum to show what they 
brought home for her. They proudly remind her that even though their dad is not there anymore 
they will keep their promise to always bring her their best catch.   
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TRIBUTE   
By Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty, youngest brother of Warrant 
Officer Krish S Chetty   

 
Photograph      53 

Collection of personal photographs of Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty, youngest brother of 
Warrant Officer Krish Sivalingum Chetty.  

(Courtesy of Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty)  
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Photograph       54 

South African Police,   

Training College,   

Wentworth, Durban   

Platoon No 43   

July 1983 – January 1984   

(Courtesy of Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty)   

    

My Brother Krish Chetty was a legend in his time, my feeling is “your voice is now hushed, your 
pen laid down, the myriad thoughts lay copious within what was your brain. Therefore, we are 
bereft of the more that could have been – if you were mortal.” Anon   

 

Krish Chetty born Sivalingam Chetty was born on the 13th of January 1943, He was the eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs M Chetty and the Eldest of 9 siblings which consisted of 6 brothers and 3 sisters. 
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From an early age he showed leadership within his family always being a provider and protector 
right up to the day he passed away.   

 
    
Photograph      55 
Parents of Krish Chetty (Mr and Mrs M Chetty) taken 
in Chatsworth, Durban.  
(Courtesy of Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Krish received his primary education at Nottingham Road Primary School, where he was a star 
athlete and learnt the Zulu language and was very fluent in it, after finishing his primary education 
my parents sent him to live with my aunt in Warwick Avenue, Durban so that he could receive his 
higher education at Sastri college Durban.   

 
While he was at Sastri college and around late 1950, he became a swimmer and joined 
the Daintree swimming club at the Asheville swimming pool and later the Indian 
Royal lifesaving Society Club under the tutorage of Balkhumar Singh, he received the Bronze 
Medal Royal Lifesaving Commonwealth for his life saving skills, (The RLSS Bronze Medallion is a 
personal performance award for the safety of self and others that originated in 1892 throughout 
the commonwealth, Wikipedia). 
   
Krish joined the South African Police on the 14th of October 1963 and trained at the Wentworth 
police college. After passing out from the police college he was Stationed at Mayville, 
Westville, Chatworth and Pinetown before being transferred to Bethelsdorp in the Eastern Cape, 
thereafter New Brighton where he retired.   
 

In Durban he took up Golf and won the Golf Coke tournament at the Springfield Golf course. 
During his career in SAP, he became a top detective solving many high-profile crimes in and 
around the Durban area and at the same time tutoring younger policeman, Constable 
Suresh Ramburdarsingh, affectionately known as “Bushy Singh” under his wing and tutored him 
the skills in detective work. Later Bushy Singh also became another top detective in the Durban 
area and Singh also paid tribute to Krish for mentoring him into the policeman that he 
became. Krish also worked closely with Warrant Officer Subramoney Padayachee, (late) who also 
became a close friend of the family.   

 

 The following cases was investigated by Krish Chetty from 1969 to 1983   
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*The Scissors Killer, the slaying of a pretty young mother and her young daughter in their 
residence at Reservoir hills. Kamla Govender and her 3-year daughter Anusha. The perpetrator 
received the ultimate sentence.   

 

*The Murder of Mrs Savitha Jeena 54 years old wife of a prominent business man found murdered 
in her Winchester Drive Reservoir Hills home.   

 

*The Death of Mr Ponambaran (Sunny) Moodley whose badly decomposed body was found in 
thick shrubs in the Reservoir Hills area.   

 

*The Murder of Constable Moodley of Westville who was found shot with his own service revolver 
in Reservoir Hills and the suspect was a police informer. He was given the ultimate sentence.  

  

*The Murder of Dhanraj Ramoutar, the wife Sushiela Ramoutar and Sabella Shanduappeared for 
the murder of her husband, the suspects gave written confessions but later objected in court 
stating that Krish made false promises there was a trial within a trial and the confessions were 
made admissible (Death Sentence)   

 

*The Gangland Killing of Salot gangster Ramesh Narsing (Tarzan) Dullabh who was brutally 
stabbed and buried alive in a ditch off Butcher Road Sparks estate   

 

*The Murder of Raymond Kader former soccer boss and underworld figure who was shot twice at 
his home in Asherville.   

 

*The Murder of Maggie Chetty a nurse at the RK Khans hospital whose body was found at 
the Mobeni Heights Cemetery was murdered by a school teacher from Appollo High School, she 
was burnt by a hot iron before being hacked to death suspect was Abhimun Dudraj.   

 

Krish had many tours for Border duties Caprivi Strip, Zambezi and Rhodesia, receiving many 
medals for combating terrorism and service awards.   

 

Krish Transferred to Port Elizabeth in 1984 where he continued with his detective work, till he 
retired.”   

 

 
Photograph 56 

Warrant Officer Krish with his eldest son Lloyd, and his parents.  

From left to right Mrs Chetty, snr; Lloyd, eldest son of Krish; Kris Chetty and Mr Chetty, snr.  
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I was born on the 22nd of April 1964 and on the 14th of October 1963 my brother Krish joined the 
South African Police, my mother was 3 months pregnant with me at that time. I was the youngest 
of seven brothers and Krish was the eldest, I grew up in his shadow, not of darkness but of light, I 
followed in his footsteps but could not fill his shoes, to me, my brother was everything to me. A 
pleasant memory I have about my brother is the way he treated other people with such affection. 

   

The one lesson I learned from my brother is that he shared with others, especially the younger 
generation, the special gifts that God gave him. he encouraged, taught, critiqued, and set excellent 
examples to those who received the same gifts but which needed to be honed and polished. I 
don’t think anybody can count the number of his protégés that had sprung up in Durban because 
of him.   

So, Krish Chetty, here are my thoughts on death, which now I specially dedicate to you.   

    

“I DO NOT MOURN YOUR DYING 

I do not grieve that you depart; 

You won't be gone, not from my heart. 

The empty space you leave behind 

Will only bring good thoughts to mind, 

Swallows fly from winter's cold 

To a place that'd doubtless hold 

Warmth that would themselves sustain, 

Their sagging spirits lift again. 

You've gone ahead to that domain, 

Our provenance so I maintain; 

Though memory waits for when we're there, 

We'll know that peace endless and fair. 

Then I won't grieve that you depart; 

I envy you within my heart, 

And try the space you leave behind 

To flood with dreams of what you find. 

“Till this day he has left his mark on many of our lives and his memory lives on …” - Anon 
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TRIBUTE   
Andrew Chetty- 2ndSon of Krish Chetty (Port Elizabeth)   

 
Photograph 57 

Andrew Chetty, 2nd son of Chetty    
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What is a legend?   

 

A notable person whose deeds or exploits are much talked about in his or her own time!   

Noun   

Webster’s new world college dictionary, 4th edition   

 

Today the word Legend is used too commonly, I think. The above description of the word Legend 
fits my dad like a hand in the glove. So, when I use the word legend for a man like my father, it’s a 
perfect description.   

 

 He taught me how to play golf from the age of 4 years. I played my 1st tournament when I turned 
7 years old in Hankey, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. I was the youngest player. My father 
was my caddy. Wow!!!   

 

His dreams for me were to play professional golf, sadly it did not materialise. He passed on whiten 
I was 10 years old. My father was the man that kept his household together and in order. With all 
that he was always helping, caring and guiding other people too. Wherever you go and his name 
is mentioned. It’s always good, most of the things we heard about him were from outsiders. He 
never boasted about himself.   

 

For the 10 years that I have been with him, I have learnt important lessons that carried me through 
life, carries me through now and will carry me in the future.   

 

• “DO THINGS THAT WILL STILL ALLOW YOU TO KEEP YOUR HEAD UP IN PUBLIC”   

• “WHEN YOU SHARE SOMETHING, ALWAYS BE THE LAST TO TAKE YOUR SHARE”   

• “NEVER DO THINGS AND BRAG ABOUT IT”   

• “HUMILITY, HUMILITY, HUMILITY”   

• IDIOMS HE ALWAYS USED   

• “WHAT PROFITS A MAN IF HE GAINED THE WHOLE WORLD, YET LOSES HIS OWN 
SOUL”   

• “HE WHO SEEKS REVENGE KEEPS HIS OWN WOUNDS GREEN”   

  

These are the common ones I used to hear him using.   

 

 I took up golf again, but only for entertainment, not competitive. I believe that every time I’m on 
the golf course. I can sense he is there. Always watching, always guiding, and I know he’s proud 
to see a club in my hand.   

 

He taught me how to fish as well. I am now 35 and I still provide fish for our household, especially 
my mother. My dad always caught fresh fish for her and all the friends and neighbours too. It’s 
important that I still carry out this tradition.   

 

I love it when I see how my mother and some of my friends enjoy the fish, as they clean it and 
prepare it.   

 

All thanks to my dad. By teaching me and my brothers how to fish, we can still provide for our 
families and friends through him.   
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I also had the privilege to travel with my dad to Mauritius when I was 4 years old. He bought me 
my first guitar, which I still have to this day. It’s such a pity that I spent so little time with him, but 
the few years that I did was such quality time.  

  

He is a man that always leaves lasting impressions wherever he went  

    

Image 24 
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Media Clipping   

NORTHERN-NATAL COURIER Page 4   

“November 13, 2020   

40 YEARS OF PUTTING OTHERS FIRST   

BYRON PILLAY”   

    

Transcript   

NORTHERN-NATAL COURIER Page 4   

November 13, 2020   

40 YEARS OF PUTTING OTHERS FIRST   

BYRON PILLAY   

To serve and protect may be a police motto, but for Deenadayalan Perumal, it’s his life. 
Affectionately known as Dan by the community, W/O Perumal recently celebrated 40 years of 
service and is inching closer to retirement next year February. Inspired to join the force by his late 
brother-in-law, (top KwaZulu-Natal Detective [Warrant Officer] Krish Chetty, also based at SA 
Police, Westville during that time. He was a prominent detective with exceptional investigative 
skills, case cracking abilities and services rendered to the South African Police and its various 
communities in the 1970’s and 80’s. We acknowledge and salute you, Sir! -[LG])   

 

W/O Perumal joined the SAPS when He was just 19 years old. After training at Wentworth Police 
Training College, He was transferred to Dannhauser. Coming from Durban, he didn’t even know 
where the town was. W/O Perumal recalls arriving in the town by train and finding that the Indian 
Community lived across the railway station in what was known as Palmietfontein / Mayoyo. “I 
asked a shopkeeper where the police station was and after pointing me in the right direction, he 
joked that I should call the police if I got lost.” Reflecting on His long and storied career, 
W/O Perumal recalls how murder and robbery cases were scarce when he started and that there 
was more respect for the police. He also remembers that there was a curfew in place and anyone 
found in town after 9pm be arrested. Over the years, W/O Perumal has served in many posts in 
the police, ranging from the charge office to the mortuary and even the detective service, to name 
but a few. He is currently the Co-Ordinator for Domestic Violence, assists with special operations, 
and assists the Community Service Centre (CSC). W/O Perumal is also busy with the field training 
of students who come out of police college. “My advice to young officers would be to ensure that 
they’re safe at all times, be committed to the job and be committed to serving and protecting the 
people.”   

 

Commitment to serving the people is something W/O Perumal takes very seriously. He’s often 
responded to cases while off duty and even has community members contact him in the early 
hours of the morning asking for assistance. Always willing to help, He thanks the Lord Jesus for 
getting Him through these 40 years. He also thanks His wife (who is also an officer) and His 
children for the support and keeping Him going.”   

(Courtesy of Ms Candice Perumal, daughter of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, late, 
SAPS, Dannhauser)   
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TRIBUTE TO DETECTIVE WARRANT OFFICER KRISH CHETTY   
Captain Stanley Govender   

 
Photograph      58 

Captain Stanley Govender and his dear wife Saroj   
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I enlisted into the South African Police at the old Smith Street police station by 
Sergeant Dweba and was attested by Captain De Laney and posted to South African Police, 
Westville.   

 

I underwent basic police training in May to September 1975 and was in Troop 23.  

  

The Station Commissioner was Warrant Officer Johannes Uys Rothman and the Detective Branch 
Commander was Andre Fivaz, brother of former National Commissioner, General George Fivaz.   

 

There were very few policemen of Indian descent at SA Police, Westville.   

 

Uniform branch had Sergeants OD Moodliar, Lingapa Reddy, Govindsamy, Paul Goruknath and 
MD Gopal. The Detectives were Krish Chetty, Poobalan Chetty, Soobramoney Padayachee and 
Suresh Rambhadursingh (Bushy Singh).   

 

I had the opportunity and privilege to be mentored by one of the best detectives from No 76 
(Durban - West) District.   

 

I used to accompany Krish on suspect raids, go to court and had on the job training on all 
processes from taking of statements, chain of evidence and presentation of evidence at court. This 
instilled confidence in me as a policeman and encouraged me to work smart and realize my 
purpose and calling as a policeman.   

 

I recall Constable PN Moodley. He was stationed at Westville. He got a complaint at Mamba 
Valley, Reservoir Hills. His was found murdered and his service pistol was 
missing. Krish Chetty and Bushy were assigned to investigate. The suspect was a known police 
informant that gave investigators the run around. Eventually, Krish and Bushy solved the case and 
arrested the suspect.   

 

I joined South African Police in the height of the apartheid regime with separate amenities, unable 
to attend complaints in a predominantly white community. Krish always protected us and never 
allowed us to be abused or ridiculed. HE STOOD UP FOR US, FOR HUMAN RIGHTS.   

 

He was a gifted soccerite and centre half. He had a prodigious boot.   

 

Krish taught me how to drive a motor vehicle.   

 

Krish was an excellent swimmer. I later learnt that he received the RLSS bronze Commonwealth 
medal   

 

Krish was also a counter insurgency and border veteran and legend.   

 

Krish and Bushy Singh went into all the dangerous and hot spot crime areas to investigate crimes. 
Criminals respected Krish Chetty.   

 

Krish was an excellent mentor and detective. Our loss is heavens gain…   

 

In 1978 was transferred to SA Police, Chatsworth.   
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In 1980 was promoted to sergeant and transferred to Durban West headquarters and worked 
under Brigadier Krish Thaver. During 1983 I was promoted to Warrant Officer.   

 

Thereafter I was transferred to the Special Guard Unit in Durban and served in Cape Town during 
1984.   

 

I served at the SA Police, Guard Unit in Durban and Cape Town from 1989, with Colonel M 
Govender; Lieutenant General P Naidoo; Captain DGS Pillay; Lieutenant S Nair; Brigadier 
V Naicker; Major General Oswald Reddy; Brigadier V Singh; Colonel Lionel Peters; Captain 
George Dayanand; Colonel Ronnie Nalathoren and Captain LK Pillay (late).   

 

I also briefly served at Provincial Head Office, Kwa-Zulu, Natal as a Work Study Officer.   

I retired in 2 000.   

 

TRIBUTE   
Photograph 59 

Professor (Major General) D (George) 
Govender   
    

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an 
insert for this great colleague who was loved 
by so many.   

    

I remember, DWO Chetty when I was 
attending primary school in Springfield. They 
lived next to the Springfield Hindu Primary 
School in Springfield. His brother Phillip and I 
attended the Springfield Hindu Primary School 
together. In later years I was destined to meet 
with DWO Chetty, when he was transferred 
from the Westville Detective Branch to the 
then Chatsworth Police Station Detective 
Branch at Unit 2, Chatsworth (Old wood and 
Iron building). We became close friends as we 
used to spend many hours investigating 
serious criminal cases after hours and over 
week ends. He was an extraordinary human 
being, who spent many hours restoring peace 

(restorative justice) between the parties involved. During that time, we did not even hear about the 
concept of restorative justice, leave alone community policing. His involvement in the church, gave 
him a good foundation to assist people as a community police official, even before the SAP 
introduced community policing or restoration of justice programs in the SAP.   

    

His involvement as a lifesaver at the beach (Many of our youth who lived in Springfield in those 
years became lifeguards on beaches, because of the close proximity to the Umgeni River and the 
Blue Lagoon beach) and his activities in fishing and golf was always praised by colleagues. 
DWO Chetty was an excellent interrogator, interviewer, negotiator and mediator in resolving 
disputes. Many detectives used his skills in those days to interview witnesses and interrogate 
criminal suspects.   
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We worked together on many serious and violent crime cases at the Chatsworth Detective Branch. 
His experience in the investigation of Murder cases helped many of us as young detectives 
working at Chatsworth at that time. During this time DWO Chetty who lived in Unit 7 (Montford) 
Chatsworth, not far from my home also in Unit 7, used to take me to his home to meet his family. 
He always praised his children, his wife, his siblings and his parents. I remember his wife to be 
well-spoken and articulate.   

    

DWO Chetty then moved over on transfer to Pinetown, this provided an opportunity for me to join 
him at the Pinetown Detective Branch, where we once again worked together. At SAP Pinetown I 
remember his very close fishing and golf buddy DetConst. Wouter. I used to also join them on 
Wednesdays, being recreation days in the Police. I was subsequently transferred to Sydenham 
Detective Branch as the Branch commander and later learnt that DWO Chetty has moved over to 
Malabar in Port Elizabeth. At Sydenham Detective Branch, I later met Detective 
Sergeant Soobramoney Padayachee, who used to share some of his working experiences 
investigating cases with DWO Chetty at SAP Westville. Det Sergeant S Padayacheeworked with 
me until his retirement.   

    

DWO Chetty was a legend, a gentleman whom I will always remember, with very special 
qualities.   

 

TRIBUTE   
Sam Ramsamy, Anti-Apartheid Activist Honorary President -SASCOC   

 
Photograph 60 

Mr Sam Ramsamy with former President, Mr Nelson R Mandela, late   
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Image      25 

Letter 
 
Transcript   

Krish, as we got to know him, joined the then Durban Indian Surf Lifesaving Club (DISLIC), when 
he was still quite young. I soon qualified as a teacher and had to leave for school on the Durban 
South Coast.   

So, my lifesaving stints were largely over school holidays.   

However, my memories of my association with Krish were always engaging. He was dedicated. 
He turned up for duties well in advance of time. The commitment he showed in executing the drills, 
displayed the type of enthusiasm and dedication of his loyalty and devotion for swimming and the 
community he served. All members of the Club enjoyed his company, and he was liked by all.   

   

 

MRS VASANTHA CHETTY, surviving wife of Chetty   
    

My role in the Life of Krish Chetty as his wife, mother of his children and as his best friend.  

  

We met in 1967, when Krish and a friend came to visit my father's house. With our parents' 
permission and blessings, we married the following year. We had our first 3 children in 
Natal, Krish was in Rhodesia when my youngest daughter was born. Being the wife of a policeman 
is very, very tough. When my husband left for work, I was never sure if he would come home 
safely, as I knew my husband was very brave and daring and would volunteer for anything that he 
thought might be dangerous for others. Krish worked in extremely dangerous areas in Durban. 
One of the places he worked in was Kwa Mashu. The advantage he had working in those areas 
was his proficiency in Zulu, but this put him in even a more dangerous situation. This way of life is 
what police members wives have to learn to live with. Hard-hitting but true. Every case affected 
me because it affected Krish. I felt his stress when he needed answers, I felt his joy and happiness 
when he put murderers behind bars. His work was every part of our lives and his children and I 
had to get used to it. After his duty and most late-night shifts, he would take time to chat to me, 
and discuss some things with me. He listened to my thoughts and advice. We worked as a team in 
other areas as well as we were marriage counsellors and there was no end to people coming to us 
for help. We tried our best not to turn anyone in need away. If ever there was a family in 
distress, Krish used to bring the entire family into our house even though we were already a big 
family with little space. We realised that the people were part of our ministry. We even took in 
strangers that came to us for help. This went on from the time our kids were babies and right up 
until they were adults with their own children. Krish loved people! He always welcomed people into 
our home. When we moved to Port Elizabeth another 2 sons were added to our family. Even then 
people would visit from Durban unannounced late into the night and I had to cook meals. I'm glad I 
did it. I'm glad that we both did it. Krish would also buy food and medicines for the poor. I'm glad 
that I did not stop him, because his belief was "he who gives to the poor, lends to the lord." He 
always took control in any situation; I could depend on him. He kept us safe and protected. He 
was like a rock that we could shelter under. Everything in life, I learnt from him, He taught me how 
to share, support, protect, nurture, teach, guide and he gave me the courage to minister and to 
motivate others. He supported me in my ministry and I supported him in his calling as a 
policeman.   

 

Krish was a blessing to us and I hope that I do him justice by trying to continue some of his 
community work.   

 

Together we have 5 Children 8 Grandchildren 2 Great Grandchildren   
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• LLOYD CHETTY (52 yrs.) Retired Lifeguard and Fulltime Fisherman George, Western 
Cape   

• SELINA INGRAM (51 yrs.) Children's Book writer Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape   

• TANIA HOLLINGWORTH (48 yrs.) Manager T.V. at The Ritz Carlton Kingdom of Bahrain   

• ANDREW CHETTY (35 yrs.) Self Employed, Golfer, Fisherman   

• Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape   

• JOSHUA CHETTY (28 yrs.) Owner of COOLTINT Port Elizabeth Eastern Cape   

 

Amod Musa Adams   
S.A. Police Headquarters – Newcastle   
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Photograph       61 

Captain AM Adams   

   

An Ode to two friends and faithful members of the police force. 

   

In April 1965 I met Sgt S. Chetty at Northmead in Benoni in the Mechanical course. I introduced 
him to Sgt Rooy and Sgt Bruiners from the Cape. On Saturdays we got together and worked on a 
1923 Ford. We got it started and Sgt Chetty drove it to the office. We received commendations 
from our officers.   

In September 1966 I reported for six months training at Wentworth in Durban for the South African 
Police. I was appointed as troop leader and controlled the visiting on Saturdays and Sundays at 
the gates.   

 

I met Sgt S. Chetty who used to bring food and some clothing every second weekend for some 
trainees. We became friends. He was very respectful and friendly.   

 

In May 1973 I was dispatched to perform duties at Rhodesian Border. We were transported from 
Johannesburg to Bulawayo (Zimbabwe) and then to Victoria Falls Camp. It was then that I met two 
very brave and strong policemen, viz. Sers S. Chetty and Sers Kavari.   

   

Photograph      62 

Warrant Officer Gops Kavari 

(Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Kavari) 
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Our Camp Commander immediately places all three in the group for operations. Our duty was very 
dangerous but we had a lot of success preventing attacks from the insurgents. We also patrolled 
the Zambesi River up to about twenty kilometres along the river and about three hundred meters 
to the middle of the river. The six months were dangerous but adventurous and full of experience.   

    

During February 1977 I was nominated to attend a refreshers course at Maleoskop for fifteen days 
and was dispatched to perform border duties at the Mozambique border. Operations were 
conducted at Indumo to Emangusi Pongola – Magudu – Lebombo and Ingwavuma. Here again I 
encountered Sgt Kavari from Mountain Rise (Pietermaritzburg) at the Ingwavuma Camp and 
Sgt. Chetty at Emangusi Camp (Pongola)   

 

The three of us teamed up once again with some other members and had a lot of success 
arresting poachers at Indumo Game Reserve, illegal immigrants and stock thieves. One incident is 
really worth mentioning. Our team mate Sgt S. Chetty was with me when we collected some fuel 
for the Helicopter and were passing Sodwana Bay. Sgt S. Chetty was requested by one fisherman 
to help dive into the bay and draw some Silver Breams (fish – 1.5meters long). Sers Chetty caught 
about twenty-five fish and the fisherman gave us fifteen fish for six camps. Sgt. S. Chetty was the 
star of the week.   

    

Overport Rising Sun   
Letter to the editor: RIP Bushy Singh   
A glowing and fitting tribute was also paid by Johan Booysen, former head of the Durban 
Organised Crime Unit.   

August 31, 2016   

 

Editor: It was absolutely sad when I heard that the legend, Bushy Singh passed away after his 
battle with cancer. Bushy was one of South Africa’s top detectives. During the 90’s he was a 
household name and was credited for solving many well-known cases. 

   

His name brought shivers to many criminals. His passion for solving cases was driven by his zeal 
to make a difference. His leadership acumen came to the fore and he was recognised as a vibrant, 
robust and natural leader. The large turnout at his funeral service bears testimony to the high 
esteem in which he was held, especially by the police fraternity, family and friends.  

  

Numerous messages of condolences were read. A glowing and fitting tribute was also paid by 
Johan Booysen, former head of the Durban Organised Crime Unit. Bushy cared for the welfare of 
others and was a champion of the poor. He will be sorely missed by friends and family for his 
charm, charisma wit and wisdom. Rest in peace Bushy you will be missed. May your legacy live 
on.   

 

Dhayalan Moodley”   
 
(Courtesy of Ms Candice Perumal, daughter of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, late, 
SAPS, Dannhauser)   

 



101 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 12B – D/W/O Krish Sivalingam Chetty 

 

    
Image 25b 
Detective always nabbed his man 
(Courtesy of Ms Eshara Singh, Senior 
Librarian, Bessie Head Library)    
   
Media Clipping   
    
Transcript   

    

 Detective always nabbed his man   

•Sunday Tribune   

• 28 Aug 2016   

• MERVYN NAIDOO   

    

MAVERICK detective Suresh “Bushy” Singh, 
who worked on some of Durban’s highest-
profile murders in his 30-year career as a 
policeman, was buried last week.    

 

When Singh went after a suspect, he usually 
got his man.   

 

His meticulous fieldwork invariably led to 
convictions, a fact appreciated by 
prosecutors, magistrates and judges who 
dealt with the cases for which he provided 
evidence.   

 

Singh, 63, died of natural causes on his 
birthday, August 19. He was cremated at the 
Clare Estate Crematorium last Sunday.   

 

His career as a policeman began in 1972 
and started with three years of border patrol 
duty. He did his finest work with the former 
Durban Murder and Robbery Unit as a 
detective. Among members of the unit who 
worked with him were Patrick Singh, Ricky 
Singh and his brother, Robin.   

 

Singh stood out for his meticulous fieldwork 
and, given the type of cases he handled, 
mostly brutal murders, he had the requisite 
determination, bravery and intelligence to get 
results.   

 

One of the highlights of his career was the 
arrest and conviction of Sipho Twala, dubbed 
the “Phoenix Strangler”.   
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Twala was a serial rapist who finished off his 13 victims by strangling them.   

 

Within weeks of his taking on the case, Twala was tracked and arrested by Singh.   

 

Through the evidence Singh was able to provide, Twala got a world record highest number of 
years in detention, 558, for his crimes.   

 

Singh’s work on the Twala case was covered in a BBC television documentary titled Crimes That 
Shook The World, which aired on DStv.   

 

Dr Micki Pistorius, a criminal profiling psychologist, who worked with Singh on the case, was later 
inspired to write the book The Phoenix Strangler.   

 

Pistorius wrote in detail about the work done by Singh, which eventually led 
to Twala’s conviction.   

 

Arvin Singh said: “In her book, she regarded my brother as one of the best detectives she had 
ever worked with.”   

 

Arvin addressed the large gathering of friends, family and police at Singh’s funeral at the New 
Acclaimed detective Bushy Singh, Apostolic Church, in Blackburn Road, Durban North.   

 

“His biggest contribution was to ensure families got closure after losing loved ones.  

  

“He cracked a lot of cases. Making arrests is one thing, securing convictions is something else and 
Bushy had a great conversion rate,” Arvin said.   

 

He said one of the first big cases that earned Singh fame, was the arrest and conviction of 
Sheila Ramouthar, who had her husband murdered with help from her boyfriend in the 1970s.   

 

Other cases on which Singh worked included the Xerxes Nursingh matter, in which it was 
alleged Nursingh had killed his mother and grandparents. Nursingh was acquitted.   

 

Singh also had a hand in the arrest of suspects in the R31 million SBV robbery in 1995.   

 

Captain Mukesh Panday, who worked in Durban’s Serious and Violent Crimes Unit, said he often 
requested Singh’s assistance on cases he was investigating.   

 

“I was working on a matter in which a teacher murdered his wife (Amritha Baboolal) at their Clare 
Estate home and tried to pin the crime on his 6-year-old daughter. 

   

“The teacher got a life sentence and Bushy had helped me with the detective work,” Panday said.  

  

Singh also helped Panday in the Lovisha Persad murder matter. Persad was raped and stabbed 
141 times by an acquaintance in Reservoir Hills in the 1990s.   

 

“Away from police duty, he was an excellent friend. But in the field, he was a hard policeman, who 
had a knack of getting the truth out of suspects,” Panday said.   
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Singh is survived by his wife, Maureen, and three children.   
(Transcript of Ms Candice Perumal, daughter of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, late, 
SAPS, Dannhauser)   

 
 

   

 
Photograph      63a 

 

LEGENDS OF THEIR TIME. (Left to right) Bushy Singh, Krish Chetty, Pat Singh and Robin Singh 
at a get-together in 1995  
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AFTERWORD   
Krish Sivalingam Chetty   
    

In memory of my dear brother, Captain Govindsamy Reddy, late, (First Indian Law Instructor, SA 
Police, Non-European (Indian), Training Depot (Training College), Wentworth; former Station 
Commander, SA Police, Inanda & Wentworth)   

 
Photograph      63b 

Captain Govindsamy Reddy, late   

(Courtesy fog the family of Captain Govindsamy Reddy) 

    

One needs to be worthy of being an icon or a legend. According to the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, a legend is a story coming from the past, a person or thing that inspires legends, or 
generally, anything that is subject of a legend. Krish Sivalingam Chetty epitomized all the 
attributes of a true legend, inspirational, a community servant and selfless individual. This defines 
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the very essence of being a police officer. To achieve such a status during the halcyon days of the 
sixties and seventies is worthy of emulation and a marker for successive police cadets/recruits.  

  

I had two mentors in my life – The erstwhile Captain Govindsamy Reddy, my brother 
and Sgt Moonsamy Naicker, my brother-in-law of the CID division. Being part of the investigation 
into elements of criminality, serious crimes including murder, sexual assault, domestic violence 
and burglary requires specialized skills, patience, fortitude and an attitude. To be part of the CID, 
DWO Sivalingam Chetty was a recipient of a number of awards for exemplary performance and 
execution of his duties. He was relentless, methodical, and pernicious to a point and an 
investigator par excellence.   

 

There will come a time when there will be a roll-call of those legends who distinguished 
themselves in pursuit of excellence and who added value to the Indian diaspora. Take a bow, 
DWO Sivalingam Chetty.   

 

RG REDDY   

Former Principal, Windsor Secondary School, Ladysmith, KwaZulu Natal, brother of 
Captain Govindsamy Reddy, late.   

    

APOLOGY   
I wish to express my sincere apology and regret for the numerous delays in the completion of this 
work which were beyond my control. Unforeseen circumstances, including prolonged illness had 
prevented it from been published much earlier as anticipated. My apologies to the family of 
Warrant Officer Chetty and others persons who contributed and have made this publication 
possible. Logan   
 

    

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   
Col Logan Govender & Mrs Selina Ingram 
I kindly requested Mrs Selina Ingram, eldest daughter of Chetty to complete this.   

“It was such a pleasure to work with the following people who helped contribute in compiling of the 
life and police career of Warrant Officer Krish Chetty.  

  

1. The Editor, Brigadier Hennie Heymans for agreeing to publish a Special Nongqai in respect 
of my Dad;  

2. Major General (Professor) George D Govender for the "FOREWORD." It brought back so 
many memories for me as a little girl when he used to visit my dad. I knew him as Uncle 
George. I never forget a face, even after all these years!  

3. Mr RG Reddy, former Principal of Windsor, Secondary School, Ladysmith. He is the brother 
of the legendary Captain Govindsamy Reddy, late, former Law Instructor, SA Police, Indian 
Training Depot, Wentworth for the Afterword;  

4. Captain Adams and his precious wife. I love listening to stories from older folk and enjoyed 
all of Captain Adam’s adventurous stories. He was so enthusiastic as he was relating his 
stories to me. I could feel his energy and excitement on the few occasions that we had 
spoken over the phone. It was such a thrill to hear about my dad from someone from the 
past. I would like to thank Mrs. Adams for all the messages she conveyed back and forth for 
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me and her dear husband, Captain Adams. At the age of 81 years his memory is 
incredible;  

5. Mr Sam Ramsamy who was in Germany when I contacted him. He was kind to take all my 
messages, and didn’t hesitate to send a tribute through to me;  

6. Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty for all his detailed info and photos. He always returned 
all my calls and messages diligently. He did more than his share whenever I asked for 
assistance;   

7. Captain Stanley Govender for your kind words and quality time;  
8. Second daughter of Chetty, Tania Hollingworth for the transcriptions, conversion of pdf 

images;  
9. Ms Candice Perumal, daughter of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal for transcribing media 

articles concerning Bushy Singh;   
10. Mrs Maureen Singh, wife of Bushy Singh for some of the photographs;  
11. Thanks, and appreciation to Ms Eshara Singh, Senior Librarian, Bessie Head Library, 

Pietermaritzburg for media articles on Rambadhursing (Suresh; Bushy);  
12. Mr Dean Naidoo for the conversion of some of the photos used in the tribute;  
13. Logan Govender thank you for your tireless efforts, patience, kindness, thoroughness and 

bringing out the best in people. IT WAS GREAT WORKING WITH YOU!”;  
14. (Thank you for the kind words. Selina, however I would like to thank you and my dear family 

for the patience, endurance and support during the completion of this work. It was indeed a 
great privilege and pleasure. [LG])   

 
 
“Agnoscere et honorare servientibus” - to acknowledge and honour those who served 

 
Logan Govender   
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NONGQAI TRUST | IT 002701/2018(T) 
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THANK YOU! | DANKIE! 
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SLOT | END 

 


