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VOORWOORD | FOREWORD 

 

SPECIAL NONGQAI: WARRANT OFFICER DEENADAYALAN (DAN) 
PERUMAL: A MAN OF VALOUR & A DAD OF INESTIMABLE WORTH 
Col Logan Govender 

 
"11. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. (Jeremiah 29:11-13)”. 

 
God certainly had a plan and a purpose for the life of Warrant Officer 
Deenadayalan (Dan) Perumal. That he would serve his people in a strange 
place and God will raise him for His Glory. 

 
The South African Railways was at one stage the preferred mode of 
transportation within the South African Police, whether it be passenger or 
freight. However, the infrastructure had been pilfered and the service was 
consequently brought to an abrupt halt over the last 20 years. 
I can only imagine the thoughts that went through the mind of this 19-year-old 
young man when the Commanding Officer of the South African Police, Training 
College, Wentworth, Lieutenant-Colonel Subramonia Pillai at that time, 
announced his transfer to Dannhauser. He must have been shocked out of his 
mind. After boarding the passenger train at the Durban Station to his 

destination to Dannhauser at Palmiet Station, many questions may have entered his mind such as 
accommodation, food, transportation, local people, etc. A long and uncomfortable journey, the least 
to say. 
 
Arriving at Palmiet Station during the evening must have also been very daunting for the young 
Constable. However, the young Constable had three major factors that contributed to enable him to 
overcome and conquer the unknown that awaited him, his schooling at prominent Sastri College, 
basic police training at the renowned, SA Police, Training College at Wentworth and the Grace of 
the living God. 
 
"A good man obtaineth favour of the Lord. (Proverbs 12:2)". 
 
Perumal was certainly called to become a policeman. His passion had caused him to often go far 
beyond the normal call of duty. 
 
A distinguished career spanning over 40 years and suddenly as the death knell sounded announcing 
his passing on brought immense heartache, anguish and disappointment from every quarter of the 
community including his dear family. A heart-breaking experience as he only had but a few 
days, 56 days to be precise before retirement and he became a statistic to covid. 
 
By the Favour and Grace of God, Perumal served the Dannhauser Community as a husband, father, 
friend, counsellor, protector and law enforcement officer. 
 
As he was called of God, enabled him to approach and treat the community with compassion, 
respect and dignity and not grow weary. This earned him the hearts of the masses in the community. 
I quote “Observing how violent protests would disperse as the air filled with echoes of ‘Baba Dan is 
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here’.”, demonstrates the amazing respect and recognition he enjoyed amongst the locals. 
In the numerous tributes paid, people have called him “outstanding; cared deeply; calling from God; 
Masterpiece; A giant has fallen, now a guardian angel; strength of a lion yet tender; man of 
impeccable character; hardworking yet humble; left a big vacuum; respect; confidentiality; blessed; 
Man after God’s own heart; an example; relentless love; prayer and finally, a true legend” were 
thoughts and sentiments used by the community to describe Perumal. I am disappointed that a 
member would serve for over 40 years and still remain in the rank of Warrant Officer. We shall never 
know the reasons why he was overlooked for promotion to commissioned rank. A bone of contention 
with regards to a lack of promotions to higher ranks will probably always exist. 
Thank you, Lord, for his life on earth. 
 
“Death is the destiny of everyone; the living should take this to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). Death 
reminds us of the brevity of life and that we only have a certain amount of time to live and love well. 
I thank you for your dedication and devotion to the South African Police and its various communities. 
Your amazing contribution is indeed an honourable and commendable achievement, Sir. It is sad 
that we bid you farewell so early. I salute you! May his soul RIP. 
 
Logan Govender 
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POLISIEGESKIEDENIS | POLICE HISTORY 

 
 

SPECIAL NONGQAI: WARRANT OFFICER DEENADAYALAN (DAN) 
PERUMAL: A MAN OF VALOUR & A DAD OF INESTIMABLE WORTH 
Ms Candice Rachel Perumal 

Col Logan Govender 
 

Compiled by his daughter, Ms Candice Rachel Perumal, set out and edited by Logan Govender 

 
Photograph  

Warrant Officer Dan Perumal at Dannhauser Evangelical Bible Church, a Man after God’s own 
Heart during mid-2020. 



11 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   

 

 
Photograph  
The following row of medals were awarded to Warrant Officer D Perumal. 
 
(His service medals in order of precedence should have been as depicted hereunder, 
however at the time of his passing a number were not yet handed over to the family. - Logan 
Govender -LG) 
 
1. The South African Police Border Medal; 
2. The South African Police Service Centenary Medal 1913 to 2013; 
3. The South African Police Seventy Fifth Anniversary Medal; 
4. The South African Police Amalgamation Medal; 
5. The South African Police Service Ten Year Commemoration; 
6. The South African Police Service Soccer World Cup 2010 Support Medal; 
7. The South African Police Service Forty Year Loyal Service Medal; 
8. The South African Police Service Thirty Year Loyal Service Medal; 
9. The South African Police Service Twenty Year Loyal Service Medal; 
10. The South African Police Service Ten Year Loyal Service Medal; 
 
Deenadayalan Perumal, fondly known as Dan, was the youngest of 6 children born to Mr Vadamalay 
Nadasen (Frank) Perumal and Mrs Amoy (Rachel) Perumal. Mr Frank Perumal was an esteemed 
community oriented individual, who was a Manager at the Durban Abattoir. Mrs Amoy Perumal was 
The Lady of The Perumal Residence and was fondly known for her terrific culinary skills. Dan 
Perumal was born on the 27 February 1961 in Westville and completed his Secondary School 
Education at Sastri College, Durban, KZN. (Westville is a hilly and leafy area in KwaZulu-Natal South 
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Africa, and is just west and inland of Durban. Westville is situated 10 km inland from the Durban 
CBD. - Wikipedia, Google). 
 
He then embarked on “His calling” of becoming a Police Officer. Dan Perumal was enlisted into the 
South African Police on the 13 October 1980 at Westville, Durban, KZN and served as a student at 
the Westville Police Station. His basic Police training commenced at the South African Police, 
Training College, Wentworth, Durban from 1981/03/01 till 1981/09/17 in Platoon 34, 1981, Post 
basic Police Training, Perumal was then deployed to the small, unfamiliar town of Dannhauser, KZN 
where He conscientiously devoted 40 years of loyal, faithful, exemplary and meritorious service to 
that Community. 
 
“SASTRI COLLEGE 
Sastri College was named after its founder, the right Honourable Srinivasa Sastri. Sastri came to 
South Africa in 1926 as part of a delegation to hold talks with the South African Government on the 
issue of repatriation of Indians. As agent, he was convinced that education held the key to the 
upliftment of the Indian Community. Sastri subsequently drew up plans for an institution that would 
serve both as a High School (offering instruction up to Matric) and as a teacher training College. 
After interesting the Community in his plans, Sastri launched a fundraising drive at the beginning of 
August 1927.  
 
On 14 October 1929, the Governor General of South Africa, his Excellency the Earl of Athlone, 
officially opened Sastri College. In his address the Governor General remarked that the building of 
Sastri College was “a fine example of personal effort by individuals for the good of the community”.  
 
Sastri College officially began when all the pupils from the Carlisle Street Government Indian School 
were transferred to Sastri College at the beginning of February 1930. 
 
MISSION: To stimulate academic, cultural and sporting interest and enthusiasm in learners in a 
conductive and discipline manner; where the teaching and learning environment is explorative and 
informative. 
 
VISION: The pursuit of academic, cultural and sporting excellence within a non- discriminatory, non-
sexist, and non-racial environment. 
 
HISTORY: 
Vision of Strinivasa Sastri – Agent General of Government of India Indian Community contributed 
to 18 000 pounds. Indian businessman from Greytown, Mr Lakhi-contributed funds for the library. 
City Council – 2 acres of land. Opened in 1929 by the Earl of Athlone, Governor General of South 
Africa. Dr AD Lazarus: distinguished educationalist, appointed first Indian Principal, 1951. 
 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI OF SASTRI COLLEGE 
Pravin Gordhan: Minister of Finance 
Dr Coopan: first aluminous to obtain PhD, UNESCO 
Professor Somers: cardiologist, Perth Australia 
Professor Jerry Coovadia: paediatrician & distinguished HIV/Aids researcher 
Judge Thumba Pillay: Judge of High Court, KZN 
Judge Chimaan Patel: former Judge President, KZN 
Professor Jairam Reddy: former Vice – Chancellor, University of Durban Westville 
Swami Sahajanandha Maharaj: Spiritual Head of The Divine Life Society 
Ismail Meer and JN Singh: lawyers and struggle stalwarts 
Sam Ramsay: Sport Administrator International Olympic Committee 
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Photograph  
Distinguished Alumni of Sastri College. 
Sastri College Website, Google 
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Photograph  
South African Police, Training College, Wentworth, Platoon 34 from March 1981 to September 
1981.Courtesy Captain R (Lou) Naidoo, through the kind assistance of Captain Donan Martin 
Etienne Lazarus. 
  

Platoon No: 34 

March-September 1981 

 

FOURTH ROW: 

Consts. S.Y. Yegambaran, R.K. Rambaran, A. Pillay, R. Kalicharan, S. Jagethparsad, S. 

Mariemuthu, K. Singh, M. Anthony, S.H. Pillay, D.V. Kangan, R.R. Govender, K.B. Naidoo 
 

THIRD ROW: 

Consts. G.V. Chetty, D. Perumal, R. Naidoo (Troop Leader), K. Govender (Troop Leader), L. Pather, 

S. Govender, G. Govindasamy, S.G. Chetty, R.R Govender, J.L. Govindasamy, L.M. Gounden, K.M. 

Naicker 

  

SECOND ROW: 

Const. I. Shanmugam, V. Devcharran, K.V Bodalia, K. Nair, A. Moodley, S.I. Gani, D. 

Naidoo,A.G.Shaik, R. Kisten, V.P. Naidoo, T.M. Naidoo, S. Krishna Kumar. 
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FIRST ROW: 
L/Sergt. C.K. Nair (P.T. Instr.), L/Sergt. R. Behari Ram (Troop Sergt. and Law Instr.), Sergt. R. 
Ellapan (Drill Instr.), Lieut. D.J. Lamech (Musketry and First Aid Instr.), Major M. Chetty (Second in 
Charge), Lieut.-Colonel S. Pillai (Commanding Officer), Miss N. Naidoo (Typist), W/O. S.M. 
Govender (P.T. Instr.), L/Sergt. P. Ramdass (Musketry Instr.), L/Sergt N.G. Govender (Law Instr.) 
 

 
Photograph  
Members with the Wrestling & Drill Instructor of the College. 
From, LR, Member not identified; D Perumal; Sergeant Rajoo (Tiger) Ellapan (Captain); member 
not identified; member not identified. 
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Photograph  
Perumal whilst on border patrol with his R1 Rifle during 1982/83. 
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Asrevatham Perumal, fondly known as (Nancy), the youngest of 4 children to Mr Petroo (Johnny) 
and Mrs Susilla Naraidu. 
 
Born in the small town of Durnacol, KZN on the 08 October 1969 and completed her Secondary 
education at Dundee Secondary School. Nancy Perumal was then enlisted into the South African 
Police on the 9 January 1989 at SA Police, Female Training College, Cato Manor, Durban, and was 
a member of Platoon 12, 1989. Post basic Police training, Nancy Perumal was the first appointed 
Indian Female Police member in this small town of Dannhauser.  
 
(Dannhauser is a former coal mining town in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. Cattle and sheep farming 
take place in the district. The town of Dannhauser was named after Renier Dannhauser, a German 
settler, who purchased the farm Palmietfontein from the Natal Government in 1872. It was 
proclaimed a village in 1937. - Wikipedia, Google) 

 
Photograph  
South African Police, Female Training College, Cato Manor, Platoon 12 from January to June 1989. 
 

Platoon No: 12 

January-June 1989 

 

THIRD ROW: 

L/Sgt. M.G Chetty (Instructor), L/Sgt. S. Chetty (Instructor), Csts. (F) P. Laganparsad, S. Pillay, A. 

Naraidu, T. Naidoo, L. Pillay, Y. Govender, J. Reuben, L. Govender, Sgt. D. Naidoo (Drill and Law 

instructor) 



18 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   

 

SECOND ROW: 

Sgt. D. Naidoo (P.T. and Law Instructor), Csts. (F)J. Naidoo (Assistant Troop Leader), L. 

Seeramaloo, M. Naidoo, A. Budaarienarain (Troop Leader), V.D Ramnarain, S. Singh, M. Naidoo, 

S. Kazie, G. Jeevan, L/Sgt. I. Gopal (P.T and Law Instructor), Sgt. D. Govender (Law and Drill 

Instructor) 

 

FIRST ROW: 

L/Sgt. (F) K. Singh (Law and Drill Instructress), W/O D.M. Singh (Financial Clerk), W/O R. Ellappen 

(Drill and Musketry Instructor), Lieut. R Behari-Ram (P.T and Law Instructor), Col. M. Chetty 

(Commanding Officer), Captain (F) I.S.S Chetty (Second-in-Charge – Commander of Policewomen), 

Lieut. N.G. Govender (Drill and Law Instructor), L/Sgt. (F) P. Gounden (First Aid Instructress and 

Mess Secretary), W/O S. Govender (Storeman), L/Sgt. (F) S. Thaver (P.T and Law Instructress). 

 
Photograph  
At the couple’s union, Nancy and Dan Perumal on 31 July 1993. 
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Certificate  
South African Police, Certificate of Award – D Perumal 
The South African Police Medal for Faithful Service 
For 10 years Faithful Service and Exemplary Conduct on 13th October 1990. 
 
 
Protecting and serving the community alongside His Wife. Captain Nancy Perumal. Warrant Officer 
Dan Perumal, became a decorated Police Officer as He was involved in various Subcomponents 
ranging from the CSC (Community Service Centre), to the Detectives, being deployed to work at the 
2010 Soccer World Cup, being an FTO (Field Training Officer) and even working at the Medico-
Legal Laboratory (Mortuary) to name but a few. Lastly, being The Community Sector Manager and 
Domestic Violence Co-Ordinator as well as being a member of RIMS (Road Incident Management 
Systems). During the duration of being a Shift Commander, Perumal would unconventionally begin 
by opening in prayer before initiating the parade. 
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Certificate  
Certificate of Merit, D Perumal 
Spesiale Wapens en Taktiek (SWAT) 
1992-03-14 to 1992-03-18 
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His Wife, Captain Nancy Perumal has rendered 33 years of service to the organization and the 
community thus far. She has been involved in various subcomponents too such as, the Charge 
Office (now known as (CSC), HR (Human Resources), Second Hand Goods, being a DFO 
(Designated Firearm Officer), VISPOL (Visible Policing) Support Head, Acting VISPOL Commander 
and currently Support Head. 

 
Photograph  
South African Police Service, Course for Field Training Officers, No 01/98. 
Second row, D Perumal, 4th from right. 
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Certificate  
Certificate of Award, D Perumal. 
South African Police Service Amalgamation Medal. 
2001-04-11. 
 
Both, Warrant Officer and Captain Perumal have been a devoted, superlative parents to:  

• Sumai Mooidheen - A Lecturer,  

• Marc Perumal - A Hardware Consultant,  

• Candice Rachel Perumal - A Chemical Technical Assistant and  

• Kathyrn Perumal-currently studying Public Management.  
 
W/O Perumal had always led by example, A Dad who solved every problem and forgave every 
mistake. 



23 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   

 
Certificate  
Awarded to D Perumal for successful competition of Crime Prevention Level 1 
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Certificate  
Successfully completed: Business Intelligence Course, D Perumal 
2003-03-17 to 2003-03-19 
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Certificate  
South African Police, Certificate of Award, D Perumal. 
South African Police Star for Faithful Service. 
For 20 Years Faithful Service and Exemplary Conduct. 
2005-07-01 
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Certificate  
Merit Certificate awarded to Inspector D Perumal for rendering the best service in Crime Prevention 
& Pro-Active Policing. 
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Certificate  
Successfully completed the following course: Tactical Survival Techniques. 
2007-07-03 to 2007-07-27 
 
Warrant Officer D Perumal’s knowledge, skills and professionalism embodied his leadership 
qualities. His consistent standard of morals and high degree of integrity enabled him to successfully 
work with his colleagues, within the Unrest team, as well as allying with the “Scorpions” in order to 
successfully carry out operations. “To Protect and to Serve” was personified by This Distinguished 
Officer as even after hours, W/O D Perumal would be contacted by the community for advice or, 
even carry out Police Duties by attending to Complaints and House Robberies and even going 
beyond the call of duty by rescuing an elderly Lady from a burning house, as well as assisting in 
extinguishing veld fires near residential areas while awaiting the services of the Fire Department. 
This Selfless Officer always prioritized the lives of the community and colleagues before His Very 
Own. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Perumal with his SAPS Dannhauser Colleagues, voicing their support for 16 Days 
of Activism during 2008. 

 
Photograph  
On the left is the Dannhauser Evangelical Bible Church. On the far right is located the Park Home 
that currently being used as a Crèche called “Little Kingdom Kids”. 
 

LITTLE KINGDOM KIDS PARK HOME 
Dan Perumal approached Mark Maistry during 2011/2012 for a park home that had become a “white 
elephant”. As a result, this Park home was gifted to the church and God had placed it in the heart of 
Dan Perumal for this building to be utilized for the Sunday School Children. This Park Home is also 
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currently being used as a Crèche called “Little Kingdom Kids”. Great efforts were made by members 
of the church in relocating the park home to the church. 
 
It had become the desire of Dan to be “A Servant of the Lord”. 

 
Image  
Media clipping. 
Elections 2014 get a thumbs up from Warrant Officer Dan Perumal. 
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Photograph  
Wall of remembrance with plaques to commemorate the Stalwarts of the Church gone home to be 
with the Lord. 

 
Photograph  
Close up of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal’s plaque on the Wall of Remember at the Dannhauser 
Evangelical Bible Church 
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WALL OF REMEMBRANCE 
“But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Like Joshua, so too did Dan Perumal, 
together with His family, serve the Lord. Dan Perumal grew gracefully in His faith and commitment 
to the Lord. Being involved in various roles in the Dannhauser Evangelical Bible Church as a 
Deacon, throughout the years Dan Perumal served on the Board of the church as The Secretary, 
The Treasurer and even the Chairperson of the Church till a Pastor had been assigned to 
Dannhauser EBC, until which He then became the Deputy Chairperson. 
 
Striving for the Lord’s work had become a priority in the life of Dan Perumal. Just as the Lord had 
established the work of His hands, so too did Dan Perumal desire for the Stalwarts of Dannhauser 
EBC who had been called to a Higher Service, to be honoured by erecting a wall of Memory. This 
had been a coalition endeavour with Mark Maistry (Owner of a construction company), who had 
tragically lost his daughter. 
 

 
Photograph   
Warrant Officer Dan and Captain Nancy prior to the Medal Parade on 4 September 2015. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan during the Medal Parade on 4 September 2015 with other recipients. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan and Captain Nancy after the Medal Parade on 4 September 2015. 
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The Humility of W/O Officer D Perumal was epitomized by His fond gesture of always keeping 
“sweets” in His pockets to hand to a child and would even kneel down to tie the Shoe Lace of a Less 
Fortunate Lad. His inherent “Blue Blood” qualities and being closely invested as a Deputy 
Chairperson and Deacon at the Local Dannhauser Evangelical Bible Church, gave him a 
phenomenal disposition. Just like Her Husband, Captain Perumal too has exceptional work ethics 
and works in harmony with her colleagues. Their Work Professionalism, Insurmountable faith, strong 
commitment to work and incalculable love for Each Other enabled the coexistence of Warrant Officer 
Perumal and Captain Perumal, both in the Work environment as well as at home. 

 
Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan Perumal and Captain Nancy Perumal prior to their attendance of a state funeral 
during 2016. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan and Captain Nancy Perumal on 26 May 2017. 
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Photograph   
Members preparing to go on foot patrol in the Dannhauser CBD during 2018. 
From, L - R, Sergeants Ndlovu; Zulu; Constable Nkonza; Warrant Officer Bika; Captain Nancy and 
Warrant Officer Dan Perumal. 
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Image  
AK 47’s recovered after tip off. 
Dannhauser’s crack crime busters who recovers two AK 47’s and ammunition: D/Sgt. Hlatshwayo, 
D/Const. Dubree, D/Sgt.Van Rooyen, Const. L Ahmed (Back), D/Sgt. Buthelezi, D/ Sgt. Ndlovu, 
D/Const. Sithole, D/Sgt. Nkomonde, L/Sgt.Perumal and L/Sgt. Adshade. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan Perumal and Captain Nancy Perumal standing in front of the helicopter during 
a visit of President Cyril Ramaphosa to the Dannhauser Rural area on 2019-04-17. 

 
Photograph  
Warrant Officer D Perumal with an R5 rifle. Circa 2019 during unrest a threat was directed towards 
Perumal and his family consequently he had an R5 at his home for the night for self-protection and 
that of his family. 
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Photograph  
During service delivery unrest near the Perumal family home, circa 2019. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan Perumal at a Road Block during the covid-19 pandemic lockdown early 2020. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, prior to his final practice shoot. The photograph was taken with pride 
by his youngest daughter Kathryn on 2020-10-08. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dan and Captain Nancy Perumal, prior to their final practice shoot together. The 
photograph was taken with pride by his youngest daughter Kathryn on 2020-10-08 in readiness for 
their last shooting practice together. 
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Warrant Officer D Perumal was due to retire on the 26 February 2021 however, the Lord saw it fit to 
promote Him to a Higher Service. 
 
He sadly passed away on 5 January 2021, 52 days before he was due to retire with more than 40 
years of loyal, exemplary and meritorious service to the South African Police Service and its various 
communities. 
 
"8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. - Isaiah 55:8-9).” (My addition. - LG) 
 

 
Photograph  
Photograph of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal before he left home to man a roadblock on 24 
December 2020. It was sadly his last day at work before he contracted covid 19. He became very ill 
thereafter causing his family to believe he contracted the deadly disease during his tour of duty at 
the roadblock. 
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TRIBUTES 

 
Photograph  
Lieutenant-Colonel JJ Oberholzer 
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IN REMBERANCE OF WARRANT OFFICER DAN PERUMAL 
Lieutenant-Colonel JJ Oberholzer 
 
In January 2020 I was temporarily transferred to Dannhauser SAPS as Station Commander. I met 
numerous dedicated members willing to work long hours. One such outstanding member was the 
late WO Dan Perumal. He was due to retire at the end of February 2021. 
 
I quickly realized this member was dedicated to the SAPS. He was always willing to assist members 
with many different requests. He was also responsible for the management of domestic violence 
incidents reported. He cared deeply for the community and went out of his way to assist victims of 
domestic violence. As a devoted Christian it was clear that this was not just a job but a calling from 
his God to assist the people with respect and dignity. Although he worked office hours, he was 
always prepared to assist when I called upon him to assist with matters that needed attention after 
hours. It was never too late or too much trouble for him to assist me. He always accompanied his 
wife Capt Nancy Perumal when she had to attend to scenes as a duty officer after hours. His love 
for his wife was very clear to me. I observed the way he would talk to her and every morning the 
ritual of making coffee for her in his office near the CSC. 
 
During this period that I worked at Dannhauser, the COVID 19 pandemic broke out. We had to set 
up roadblocks at night and worked through the night at very short notice to prepare for this. I had to 
say: “Dan get all the members ready we need to do an all-nighter”. He arranged for all the roadblock 
equipment and setting up thereof. At the roadblocks he would always take the lead. He would stop 
vehicles, search vehicles, he was hands-on and his experience and many years of functional work 
was so clear when I worked with him. In my opinion he was officer material. Many mornings after I 
checked the registers at the CSC I sat with him, sometimes with a cup of coffee. We spoke about 
many things, family, religion or past experiences we had in our careers. 
 
Although I only knew this man for a few months it felt like I knew him for years. Very quickly we 
became friends with mutual respect in the workplace. We spoke about his retirement plans, what he 
was going to do when he retired. His plans were clear. He wanted to spend more time with his dearly 
beloved wife and children. He also said he was still going to serve his community in various ways 
but specifically going into the church. On some Fridays or on a weekend he would stopover at the 
station with his children and they would bring me some sweet treats. What he did was not to expect 
anything in return but this is just the way Dan and his two daughters were. His family was his life, 
his community and his fellow colleagues were his passion. In January 2021 WO Perumal was 
diagnosed with COVID 19. The same pandemic that he assisted in enforcing the regulations in his 
community to ensure that the community was protected against. He paid the ultimate price with his 
passing on in hospital. 
 
This dedicated law enforcement Officer with 40 years of service was not able to see his retirement 
that he was so close too, barely one month. This Man has left a lasting impression on me, one that 
I will always remember till we meet again. WO Perumal, I salute YOU. 
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Photograph  
Captain A (Nancy) Perumal and Warrant Officer Dan Perumal. 

 
MY MASTERPIECE 
Captain A (Nancy) Perumal 
 
Never had I envisaged that I would pen down the traits of an Amazing, Noble, Unique (League of 
His own) Gentleman. My best friend, my confidant. Married to this priceless gem for 27 years was 
only but a dream. No! this was my reality. Many women voiced their enviable admiration of the 
relationship that my husband and I shared. A relationship that personified Love, most of all the Love 
of God. An indescribable, love engulfing life of a Queen. The fruits of my marriage are my priceless 
possessions, Candice and Kathryn. The relationship that I pursued with my husband was consistent, 
unwavering and never faltering. 
 
After 27 years of marriage, my heart would still skip a beat the moment I saw My Love, walking 
through the CSC after victoriously attending a serious crime scene. Enlisted in the organization 
(SAPS) in 1989, I was mentored by the most feared and revered Officer in Dannhauser. Witnessing 
This Giant grow with in the organization, taking a firm leadership stance in a tactical position, being 
decisive and ensuring the safety of his colleagues, his popularity soon gained momentum in all the 
communities as he had won the hearts of the young and old alike. Observing how violent protests 
would disperse as the air was filled with echoes of “Baba Dan is here”. As a result of the communities 
fear out of reverence for Dan, his presence in hotspot areas resulted in criminal activities being 
displaced. 
 
Dan selflessly displayed compassion for the vulnerable, elderly and youth. Dan’s retirement desire 
was to give back to the community. This desire was abruptly ended due to COVID19, a month before 
retirement. God in His infinite wisdom had blessed me with a family and work protector, a selfless 
provider, mentor and now a guardian angel. An apt phrase “A giant has fallen and an angel has 
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risen”. A God-fearing man who lived his life for King Jesus. I may be broken but I have been greatly 
blessed to have lived my life with the Perfect Man that God has ordained for me. Till we meet again 
my Angel, I am incomplete but I will always treasure you, My Love. 
 

 
Photograph  
Adrienna Francis 
Legal Administrator at Citro Gold (Pty) / (Former SAPS member) 
 
 
I walked into Dannhauser SAPS in December 1990, ready “to protect and to serve”. My journey in 
the SAPS defines who I am, it is where I learnt values I still maintain to this day. My greatest influence 
and teacher W/O Perumal.  
 
I had the enviable pleasure of working with him for several years where he taught me the art of 
having the strength of a lion yet to be as tender as a lamb. To always do right, to be consistent, 
dependable, and trustworthy. To never compromise, to be a team player and most of all to never 
demand respect but to command it.  
 
I was the lucky one, for I was allowed into his personal space, to share his beautiful family. It is in 
his home I felt warmth, love, and hospitality. It is where LOVE lives and through your wife and 
daughters, LOVE continues to live.  
 
Thank You for all the memories, My Brother. 
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Photograph  
Fathima Khan - Social Worker 
 
A man amongst men, a true gentleman, if you have never had the opportunity to meet warrant officer 
Dan Perumal then you have never met a true gentleman. 
 
Acknowledged everyone the minute he walked into any meeting and fought very hard against crime 
prevention especially gender-based violence. Whenever I had a case on gender-based violence, 
He was the most supportive in ensuring that the survivor receives all the support from the justice 
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system. A man of such impeccable character that his family, wife and children were always his 
priority, He was so looking forward to his retirement to spend more time with them. 
Dannhauser lost a hero as many abused woman, children and elderly people had the utmost respect 
for him as he helped everyone. He didn’t know how to say ‘No’, it wasn’t in his character. 
He is sorely missed in the community of Dannhauser as he had values and morals that were 
incomparable. He never saw colour, religion or gender and had no discrimination. It was a true 
pleasure working with him and learning so much from him. He founded the Community Sector Forum 
where we met once a month discussing issues in the community and played a leading role in 
ensuring tasks discussed in the meeting were implemented. He practiced what he preached. 
One of the best SAPS members you would have ever met. 
 

 
Photograph  
Byron Anthony Pillay - Editor at Northern Natal Courier 
 
Hardworking and humble; these are just two words that can be used to describe Dan Perumal. 
But two words aren’t enough to describe this incredible man. Uncle Dan, as he was more 
affectionately known, was a people’s person who went above and beyond the call of duty. He was 
always there for people of the community, no matter the time of day or night. Uncle Dan also was 
willing to lend a helping hand or lend a listening ear. 
 
He was also kind, compassionate, considerate and caring and despite his muscular frame, was 
actually a gentle giant. Uncle Dan will be sorely missed by all who knew him. Our communities, and 
lives, are definitely poorer without him in it. 
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Photograph  
Reverend P Jacob 
 
My acquaintance with Dan Perumal began when he decided to marry Nancy Naraidu. As a pastor 
and marriage officer of the Church in Dannhauser, I officiated the wedding ceremony on 31th July 
1993. 
 
Thereafter Dan became a member of the church and because of his rapid growth in the Christian 
faith, He became a dedicated member of the administration of the church. A position he faithfully 
and humbly held up until His sudden and tragic passing. 
 
Dan was a devoted husband to his wife Nancy and a loving father to his daughters Candice and 
Kathryn. He was anticipating his retirement in February 2021 and his dream was to still serve the 
community as a Commissioner of Oaths and to educate the elderly about how to be safe at home. 
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He had many dreams for the elderly, unfortunately these dreams were not fulfilled because God had 
other plans. Dan Perumal leaves a big vacuum in the lives of his family, church and community. 
I feel honoured and blessed to have been acquainted with a man of his calibre. He was a true gem. 
He will surely be missed. 
 
Faithfully submitted by 
 
Rev. P. Jacob 
 

 
Photograph 34 
Pastor Alex Cerff 
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TRIBUTE TO WARRANT OFFICER DAN PERUMAL 
Pastor Alex Cerff 
 
Dan and I first met in 2013 when I was invited to preach at the Evangelical Bible Church in 
Dannhauser where He was a Deacon. 
 
From that first meeting I could sense that a bond had formed, there was just something about Dan’s 
personality. A Few weeks later I was again invited to preach at the church and after the service, Dan 
and His wife Nancy invited my wife and I to have lunch with them. 
 
As we sat talking about our lives prior to our commitment to the Lord and involvement in the Church 
it became very apparent that Dan and I had a lot in common than we realized, my involvement in 
the Rhodesian Army as a Warrant Officer and Dan a Warrant Officer in the South African Police 
Service. From that day the bond grew even stronger. 
 
It wasn’t long thereafter that Dan phoned me and asked if I would consider the office of Pastor of 
the Church. 
 
Our relationship grew to such a degree that the two of us would often express our concerns about 
matters in the church and certain families. One thing about Dan he knew where the boundaries of 
confidentially lay. Although we had this relationship Dan knew his place and had respect for me as 
the Pastor. 
 
To me Dan was more than a deacon, in actual fact he was like a brother in whom I could confide. I 
could phone him up at any time and ask him to organize something or to assist with the sorting out 
of church matters of even personal issues and he would be only willing to lend a hand. I never had 
to ask him twice. 
 
His home was always open to us. Even when I had family visit, their door was open to all and Dan 
and His entire family made us feel at home, a clear indication that his house was in order. 
A Pastor’s life can be difficult especially when dealing with people and Dan would often come along 
side me and offer his help. He was the one who suggested that we have fun walks and to organize 
the entire event. Whenever we left Dannhauser late he would insist that we phone him the minute 
we reached home in Newcastle. 
 
He was always willing to go the extra mile. 
 
Dan was a man of integrity who is sorely missed by all. 
 
Pastor Alex Cerff 



53 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   

 

 
Photograph  
Lecely Zingoni 
 
My family and I met Mr Perumal (Brother Dan, affectionately called uncle Dan by my kids) and his 
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lovely wife and kids in 2013. He personally invited us for fellowship at EBC Dannhauser. 
Since then we were blessed to know a person who loved the Lord and church family deeply, his wife 
and kids so intimately, his job passionately (hence SAPS 40 years of service milestone), his 
community selflessly and whoever was privileged to know him. Brother Dan was always eager and 
ready to help anyone. 
 
I reflect on the 7th of January 2021, the hearse drove through the small quiet town of Dannhauser, 
crowds came out and stood in the streets to wave goodbye to the powerful, yet such a humble man 
who served the Lord and his community with dedication and integrity. He was loved by many; He 
had completed His race. 
 
To Sister Nancy, Candice, Kathryn, Sumai and Marc, continue finding strength in the Lord. 
 

 
Photograph   
Jennifer Naidoo 
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A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART 
 
A Man’s strength is measured 
By His brute force, His bravery, 
His fearlessness and the steel in His spine 
A Man of the world… 
But when transformed, His outer diminishes 
He is then A Man after Gods own heart! 
A Man’s word is measured 
By His truthfulness, fairness, sincerity and honour. 
A Man to uphold the law of the Land. 
But when He is transferred by the truth in God’s word, 
He upholds the law of God; he becomes… 
A Man after Gods own heart! 
A Man’s faith is measured 
by his unwavering loyalty, character, 
devotions and actions. 
A Man laying down His all for His family, friends and community. 
But when this Man opens up His heart to Christ 
He walks by Faith. 
Then He truly has become 
A Man after Gods own heart! 
An Ode to my brother Dan 
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OBITUARIES 
Image: Media Clipping 
NORTHERN-NATAL COURIER, November 13, 2020, Page 4 
40 YEARS OF PUTTING OTHERS FIRST: BYRON PILLAY 
 
 



57 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   

Transcript 
“NORTHERN-NATAL COURIER Page 4 
November 13, 2020 
 
40 YEARS OF PUTTING OTHERS FIRST 
BYRON PILLAY 
 
 
To serve and protect may be a police motto, but for Deenadayalan Perumal, it’s his life. 
Affectionately known as Dan by the community, W/O Perumal recently celebrated 40 years of 
service and is inching closer to retirement next year February. Inspired to join the force by His late 
brother-in-law, (top KwaZulu-Natal Detective [Warrant Officer] Krish Chetty, also based at SA Police, 
Westville during that time. 
 
(A concise resume of the detective is added towards the end to honour him for the exceptional 
investigative skills, case cracking abilities and services rendered to the South African Police and its 
various communities in the 1970’s and 80’s. We acknowledge and salute you, Sir! -[LG]) 
 
 
W/O Perumal joined the SAPS when He was just 19 years old. After training at Wentworth Police 
Training College, He was transferred to Dannhauser. Coming from Durban, He didn’t even know 
where the town was. W/O Perumal recalls arriving in the town by train and finding that the Indian 
Community lived across the railway station in what was known as Palmietfontein / Mayoyo. “I asked 
a shopkeeper where the police station was and after pointing me in the right direction, he joked that 
I should call the police if I got lost.” Reflecting on His long and storied career, W/O Perumal recalls 
how murder and robbery cases were scarce when He started and that there was more respect for 
the police. He also remembers that there was a curfew in place and anyone found in town 
after9pmwould be arrested. Over the years, W/O Perumal has served in many posts in the police, 
ranging from the charge office to the mortuary and even the detective service, to name but a few. 
He is currently the Co-Ordinator for Domestic Violence, assists with special operations, and assists 
the Community Service Centre (CSC). W/O Perumal is also busy with the field training of students 
who come out of police college. “My advice to young officers would be to ensure that they’re safe at 
all times, be committed to the job and be committed to serving and protecting the people.” 
Commitment to serving the people is something W/O Perumal takes very seriously. He’s often 
responded to cases while off duty and even has community members contact him in the early hours 
of the morning asking for assistance. Always willing to help, He thanks the Lord Jesus for getting 
Him through these 40 years. He also thanks His wife (who is also an officer) and His children for the 
support and keeping Him going.” 
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Image  
Media Clipping: POST PAGE 9. 
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Transcript: Media Clipping 
“POST PAGE 9 
January 13-17, 2021 
 

BEING A POLICEMAN WAS NOT JUST A PROFESSION SAPS 
OFFICER SERVED AND PROTECTED FOR 40 YEARS 
NADIA KHAN 
 
WARRANT Officer Deenadayalan Perumal of Dannhauser was going to retire next month after 
serving four decades in the SAPS. On February 27, he would have celebrated his 60th birthday - 
“He had so much to live for.  
 
After serving his country, he was ready to dedicate more time to our children and the ministry at the 
Evangelical Bible Church. For his birthday, he planned on celebrating at home with our family,” said 
his wife and colleague Captain Nancy Perumal. Perumal formerly of Westville in Durban, studied at 
the Wentworth Police Training College. In 1980, at the age of 19, he joined the Dannhauser SAPS 
and commemorated 40 years of service last October. 
 
“For him, being a policeman was not just a profession but a calling,” said Nancy. She said her 
husband worked at a roadblock and returned home feeling exhausted on December. “He never 
complained about being tired and two days later he developed a fever.  
 
His COVID results came back positive on the 30 December and he was admitted to hospital because 
He had difficulty breathing. His condition deteriorated and he died on the 5 January. Even members 
of the community cried when they heard he died.  
 
“She said he helped many underprivileged people and he loved children.  
 
“Once, a little boy came to the station. His shoelace untied. My husband tied his lace, adjusted his 
clothes and hugged him.”  
 
His daughter, Candice said; “My Dad taught us to trust in God through all phases of our lives and to 
be humble. He was a role model.”  
 
Perumal was buried at the Dannhauser Cemetery on Thursday. He leaves behind his wife and four 
children, Sumai, Marc, Candice and Kathryn.” 
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Image  
Media Clipping 
NOTHERN-NATAL COURIER 
Friday 15 January, 2021 
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DANNHUASER COMMUNITY MOURNS THE LOSS OF INFLUENTIAL 
RESIDENTS 

BYRON PILLAY 
 
Transcript 
Media Clipping 
“NORTHERN-NATAL COURIER 
Friday 15 January, 2022 
 
DANNHUASER COMMUNITY MOURNS THE LOSS OF INFLUENTIAL RESIDENTS 
BYRON PILLAY 
 
Tributes have poured in for three prominent members of the Dannhauser Community, who sadly 
passed away during last week. Warrant Officer (W/O) Deenadayalan (Dan) Perumal, …all passed 
on leaving a massive void in the community. 
 
After 40 years of dedicated service in the South African Police Service (SAPS), Warrant Officer 
Perumal was looking forward to retiring in February of this year. He sadly passed away on January 
5. Described a hero of the town. Dan (as he was fondly known) was willing to help, no matter the 
time of day. Kind, helpful and humble, he served his country and his community faithfully. 
“A Giant has fallen…and an Angel has risen”, his obituary read. 
 
“A husband unwavering in his love and dedication, a dad who led by example, and always a faithful 
friend. He is survived by his wife Nancy, His children (Sumai, Marc, Candice and Kathryn), his 
grandchildren (Meekaeel and Suhail) and His son-in-law Ahmed.” 
 
“He will always be remembered as a Man after God’s own heart, serving, helping and honouring 
everyone who had the opportunity to come into contact with Him. Farewell, Dad…you have left us 
with memories and you will remain in our hearts forever” 
 
Dannhauser Mayor Jabu Phakathi also expressed shock and grief over the news of the recent spate 
of deaths in the community within a very short space of time. “It is very sad to hear about a number 
of deaths that have befallen our community in a short space of time. These fallen heroes have been 
the pillar of Dannhauser, having served the community with expertise in their respective fields. The 
losses we wake up to everyday are devastating, especially during a time when the country is facing 
the grim reality of an increasing number of deaths related to Covid-19. It is unfortunate that due to 
this and its regulations, we cannot mourn in unison and hold hands in respect of our fallen members, 
but can only mourn in heart,” the mayor said. 
 
“These deaths are not only a loss to respective families, but to the entire community. Condolences 
to the families of Warrant Officer Dan Perumal, former educator Mam Dlamini and pharmacist HI 
Mahomedy. May their souls rest in peace,” she concluded.” 
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DETECTIVE [WARRANT OFFICER] KRISH CHETTY 
Compiled by his youngest brother Lieutenant-Colonel Vincent Chetty 
 

 
Photograph  
Detective [Warrant Officer] S (Krish) Chetty, late 
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Photograph  
Non-European (Indian) Training Depot, Wentworth 
1964 
Platoon 3 
Photograph courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer [Detective] S Chetty 
 
Members identified 
Second row, L-R, GC Pillay (Warrant Officer), 10th; S Chetty, late (Troop Leader), 13th, last 
Third row, L-R, S Singh, (Warrant Officer), 11th, last 
 
 

A SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE LEGEND OF THE 1960’s: WARRANT 
OFFICER [DETECTIVE] SIVALINGUM (KRISH) CHETTY 
 
Sivalingum (Krish) Chetty was born on the 13th of January 1943, in Stratford Road, CBD, Durban, 
KwaZulu-Natal. He was the eldest son of Mr and Mrs M Chetty and the Eldest of 9 siblings, 6 
brothers and 3 sisters. From an early age he showed traits of leadership within the family, always 
being a provider and protector right up to the day he passed away. 
 
Krish received his primary education at Nottingham Road, KwaZulu-Natal, where he was a star 
athlete and learnt the Zulu language and was very fluent in it, after finishing his primary education 
my parents sent him to live with my aunt in Warwick Avenue so that he could receive his higher 
education at Sastri college Durban.  
 
(Nottingham Road is a town 19 km south of Mooi River and 59 km north-west of Pietermaritzburg. 
Founded in 1905 and named after the Nottingham Regiment which was stationed there when trouble 
was expected from the Basotho in the 19th century. A popular trout-fishing area. - Wikipedia, 
Google), 
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While he was at Sastri college and around late 1950’s he became a swimmer and joined the Daintree 
Swimming Club at the Asherville swimming pool and later the Indian Royal Life Saving Society Club 
under the tutelage of the legendary Balkhumar Singh, he received a medal from Her Majesty, The 
Queen Elizabeth II of England during 1961 for saving the life of an individual at Battery South Beach, 
Durban. 
 
Krish then joined the South African Police on the 14th of October 1963 and underwent his basic 
Police training at the South African Police, Non-European (Indian), Training Depot, Wentworth, 
Durban. He was a member of Platoon 3 of 1964. 
 
After passing out from the South African Police, Non-European (Indian) Depot he was posted to SA 
Police, Mayville, Westville, Chatsworth and Pinetown before being transferred to Bethelsdorp in the 
Eastern Cape and thereafter to New Brighton also in the Eastern Cape where he retired after having 
completed 20 years of loyal, faithful, exemplary and meritorious service. 
 
During his time in Durban, he took to Golf in his past time and won the Golf Coke Tournament at 
the Springfield Golf Course on 20 September 1978 with the cash prize of R 2 000,00. 
 
During his career in South African Police, he became a top detective solving many high-profile 
crimes in and around the Durban area and at the same time tutoring younger policeman, Bushy 
Singh, late (Warrant Officer) was one of them. Singh worked under his tutelage and learnt all the 
skills in detective work, such as preservation of the crime scene, location of essential clues, exhibits, 
investigation, observation, the use of informers and finally in consultation with the State Prosecutor 
in an effort to build a watertight case against the accused to secure a conviction and equitable 
sentence. Singh also later became another top detective in the Durban area. To the media Singh 
paid tribute to Krish for successes he achieved. Krishalso worked closely with Subramoney 
Padayachee, (Detective) [Warrant Officer] another acclaimed detective and both become close 
family friends. 
 

THE FOLLOWING CASES WAS INVESTIGATED BY WARRANT 
OFFICER CHETTY FROM 1969 TO 1983 
 
1. The “Scissors Murder” the slaying of a pretty young mother and her young daughter at their 
residence in Reservoir hills, Kamla Govender and her 3-year daughter Anusha. Justice Leon 
convicted and sentenced him to an appropriate sentence in the Supreme Court of the Durban 
Provincial Division; 
 
2.The murder of Mrs Savitha Jeena, 54 years old wife of a prominent business man found murdered 
in her Winchester Drive Reservoir Hills home. The suspects were apprehended and brought before 
the Court and an appropriate sentence was imposed; 
 
3.The death of Mr Ponambaran (Sunny) Moodley who’s badly decomposed body was found in thick 
shrubs in the Reservoir Hills area; The suspects were apprehended and brought before the Court 
and an appropriate sentence was imposed; 
 
4.The murder of Constable Moodley of Westville who was found shot with his own service revolver 
in Reservoir Hills and the suspect was a former police informer. The suspect was apprehended and 
brought before the Court and an appropriate sentence was imposed; 
 
5.The murder of Dhanraj Ramoutar, the wife Sushiela Ramoutar. The appeared for the murder of 
her husband, the suspects gave written confessions but later objected in court stating that Warrant 
Officer Chetty made false promises. However, after a trial within a trial and the confessions made 
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were declared to be admissible by the presiding Judge. The suspects were subsequently convicted 
and sentenced by the Judge; 
 
6.The gangland killing of Salot gangster Ramesh Narsing (Tarzan) Dullabh who was brutally 
stabbed and buried alive in a ditch off Butcher Road Sparks estate.The suspects were apprehended 
and brought before the Court and an appropriate sentence was imposed; 
 
7. The murder of Raymond Kader former soccer boss and underworld figure who was shot twice at 
his home in Asherville. The suspects were arrested, convicted and sentenced 
8.The murder of Maggie Chetty a nurse at the R K Khan’s hospital. Her body was found at the 
Mobeni Heights Cemetery was murdered by a school teacher from Appollo High School, she was 
burnt by a hot iron before being hacked to death. The suspects were apprehended and brought 
before the Court and an appropriate sentence was imposed; 
 
9.Warrant Officer Chetty was considered a border veteran for many tours of Border duties Caprivi 
Strip, Zambezi, Zimbabwe (Rhodesia), received a medal and clasps for his efforts; 
Warrant Officer Chetty was transferred to Gqeberha (Port Elizabeth) in 1984 where he continued 
with his detective worked, till he was medically boarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



66 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   

NONGQAI TRUST | IT 002701/2018(T) 
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THANK YOU! | DANKIE! 

 

  



68 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 3B – WO Dan Perumal   
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NAWOORD | AFTERWORD  
Candice Rachael and Kathryn Perumal 
 

 
Photograph   
Candice Rachael and Kathryn Perumal 
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It is the norm for parents to witness how their children sculpt and grow over the passing years. 
However, children too witness the personal growth of their parents. This has been an integral part 
in the lives of Kathryn and I as our parents have become the truest examples of the adults we will 
strive to become. This piece is in honour of the greatest man in our lives, Dan Perumal, our dad. 
What had been the secret to my parents’ success in their careers and in their life? 
 
From being a fearless man who was greatly feared to a man who greatly revered the Lord. A Law 
Enforcement officer yet also a Servant of God. Parents who lived an upright life, true to upholding 
the law and true to upholding the Word of God. A man who strived to protect the community, no 
matter the hour or place, not differentiating between colour, age or race. A Dad who protected and 
prioritized his family at all times. I greatly marvelled at one of the many selfless acts of my Dad, 
when Dad had driven his family 300km back home, the day following a severe shoulder operation 
in Durban. The relentless love, authentic care and respect that Dad possessed for my Mum was 
exemplary. I can boldly say that my Dad radiated the Love of God as my Dad saw beyond all 
mistakes. My Dad had been that firm grip that was needed to help us up and dust ourselves 
whenever his children faced the challenges of life and encouraged us with these words, “for the will 
of God is Perfect”. Dad was the link that completed our family chain. Dad proudly celebrated his 
children’s achievements, no matter how great or small. 
 
I stand in awe at my Dad’s request during our family devotions, for the Lord to teach him how to 
pray. My Dad enthusiastically shared with us a spiritual reading that he had discovered whilst 
preparing for Sunday leading at church. My Dad always prided himself in his appearance. Dad wore 
his uniform with great dignity. I fondly recall how My Dad would ensure that his work shoes together 
with my Mum’s, were always polished (this included our school shoes too). This reiterated the 
passion and pride that my Dad had for being a law enforcement officer. As Dad related to us the 
dangerous, heart wrenching events that occurred in his career, I firmly acknowledge that it has 
always been the God of my father who had protected him. It was God that had shaped my Dad’s 
heart for his pleasure, purposed to be an earthly protector, a mentor, a role model and most 
importantly to always lift up the name of Jesus. After 27 years, I’ve finally discovered the secret to 
my parent’s success, it has been the consistent, daily act of kneeling down before the Lord to seek 
His intervention in their lives, also interceding for their children and the needs of people. The secret 
had always been prayer, something my Dad had always encouraged his family, friends and 
colleagues to do. I stand with great pride of being a daughter of Dan Perumal, a true legend. Despite 
the intense pain in writing this piece in the past tense, just as my Dad stood on the promises of 
Christ his King, I too will stand on the promises of Christ that we will once again be a complete family 
before His Throne. It’s not a “Farewell Dad”, but Rather “Till we meet at Jesus Feet”. 

 
Photograph  
Photograph of Captain AM Adams, a former Training Officer based at the Newcastle / Tugela.  
Provincial Headquarters. Captain was instrumental in tracing and referring this family to Nongqai. 
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