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VOORWOORD | FOREWORD 

 
 

PROFESSOR (MAJOR GENERAL) D GOVENDER 
 

Photograph  
Professor (Major General) D Govender 
 
On 17 June 1937, God gifted Doosi John Lamech to the people of this world and decided that he 
should be born in the South Coast of KwaZulu-Natal. His purpose was to serve the world and more 
specifically the people of South Africa. His service to humanity placed him as a personality who 
would meet the renowned Pastor JF Rowlands and other leaders of the Church which is most 
extraordinary in World Missions history. A further honour bestowed upon him, was to be interviewed 
by SABC, the National Television Broadcaster on a Sunday morning Christian programme during a 
time when this opportunity was only given to a specific group of people. He was chosen from his 
local Church, Shekinah Temple to represent the people as the Sunday school Superintendent. 
 
After schooling he joined the then University of Natal, Durban (now UKZN), Library staff at Howard 
College, in Durban. 
 
Because of his calling to serve and to protect, he joined the South African Police 17 September 
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1962 and married Pamela Joyce Chellan on 20 December 1962. Like many of his colleagues with 
similar credentials and qualifications in the South African Police, it was difficult to obtain promotions 
unless some senior police official went off on natural attrition, within a specific population group.  
 
Despite this and other challenges, he was competitive and managed to achieve the rank of a 
commissioned officer, which was not an easy achievement during this period of our history. He rose 
steadily in rank and occupied the post of “Second-in-Charge (Staff Officer)” at the College in 
Wentworth.  
 
He still persevered and was promoted to the rank of Captain. During his years as a policeman, his 
name became synonymous with the Wentworth Police College, where he was initially a Law and 
Drill Instructor. As the years went on, he also taught first-aid and musketry.  
 
Captain Lamech meritoriously served the South African Police and the Community for 26 years. He 
received many service medals, decorations, commendations and awards. One of his achievements 
was his nomination to solely take charge of a large contingent of various military forces at the Durban 
Military Tattoo Celebrations. He was usually the Aide de Camp, Senior Officer accompanying and 
escorting the officiating dignitary / guest of honour to inspect the parades at the college. This placed 
him on the pedestal as one of South Africa’s best drill and musketry commanders. Captain Lamech 
commanded the respect of his colleagues in The South African Police, the students at the Wentworth 
Police Training College and the community he served in Ministry. He earned his respect as a role 
model amongst his colleagues. He was immaculate in all his ways, eloquent in his speech and 
meticulous in his dressing. Captain Lamech had an eye for detail and could spot an infringement on 
the parade ground. 
 
I remember Captain Lamech and his wife Pam, daughters, Beverley and Desiree and son Delreeves, 
as a residential neighbour living on Syringa Avenue in Kharwastan as well as a colleague from the 
South African Police. We attended the same ballroom dance classes in Kharwastan together with 
other senior officers. 
 
Captain DJ Lamech passed on as a serving member of the South African Police on 17 December 
1988. 
 
When the SAPS college was relocated to their new premises in Chatsworth in 1992, the mess hall 
at the SAPS college in Chatsworth, was named after this great officer and gentleman as the “Captain 
D J Lamech” mess hall. 
 
This well documented article in memory of the late Captain DJ Lamech by Colonel Logan Govender 
will serve a memory of the journey travelled by this great ‘Officer and gentleman’. 
 

By Major General (Ret.) Doraval Govender (Professor) PhD., SOE, F.I.S. (SA). . 
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VOORBLAD | FRONT COVER 
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POLISIEGESKIEDENIS | POLICE HISTORY 

 

CAPTAIN DOOSI JOHN LAMECH: AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN: 
ONE OF THE FINEST DRILL INSTRUCTORS AND PARADE 
COMMANDERS IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE & A MAN ADMIRED 
BY ALL 
 
Quote 
“... always maintaining a good name and live life according to God’s teachings and being a person 
of the highest integrity." - Captain DJ Lamech (late) 
 

Childhood 
Doosi John Lamech was born on the South Coast of KwaZulu, Natal on 17 June 1937. His parents 
apparently hailed from the South Coast of Kwa-Zulu Natal. 

 

 
Photograph  

Captain Lamech’s parents. Mrs Beulah and Mr John Doosi Lamech 
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Previous Employment 
After schooling he joined the then University of Natal (Durban), Library Staff at Howard College, in 
Durban. 

 
Photograph  
University of Natal (UKZN), Library. 
Library Staff 
Durban – 1961 
Lamech with former colleagues at UKZN Library. 
Back row, 4th from left, D Lamech 
 

Enlistment Into The SA Police 
 Lamech enlisted into the SA Police at Greenwood Park on 17 
September 1962. 
The Commissioner of the South African Police at the time was 
Lieutenant General JM Keevy. 
 
 
Photograph  
General JM Keevy, was Commissioner of the SA Police at time of 
enlistment. Courtesy Brigadier Hennie Heymans (HBH) 
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Marriage 
He married the love of his life Pamela Joyce Chellan on 20 December 1962. 

 
Photograph  

John and Pam Lamech after their marriage ceremony in 1962. 
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Photograph 6 
Another photograph of Lamech in uniform and his dear wife Pam. 
 

BASIC POLICE TRAINING, SA POLICE, INDIAN TRAINING DEPOT, 
WENTWORTH 
In February 1963, the young recruit, DJ Lamech was called up for basic police training at SA Police, 
Indian Training Depot, Wentworth. 
 

Comment by Col Logan Govender 
According to the information at my disposal two troops of exclusive Indian 
recruits were trained alongside each other in the early 1960’s. (Originally 
in the early 1950’s the Training Depot was exclusively utilized for the 
Training of Black recruits but Indian members underwent what was known 
as a “Refreshers Course” in basic drill, physical training and law for a 
duration of three months. This occurred until 1959. [My late Dad, Sergeant 
Mariemuthu informed me of this fact.]  
 
Black members were transferred to Benoni where they underwent their 
basic police training. In July 1960 - Indians were exclusively trained for a 
period of 6 months. [LG]. Also confirmed by Sergeants Dudley Maharaj, 

Troop 1, 1961 and Anamalai Naidoo, Troop 42, 1960. The course commenced in February 1963 
and terminated in July 1963. (Information also obtained from both Lieutenant General Morgan 
Chetty’s speech at the Thanksgiving of late Captain Lamech and Sergeant Krishnasamy Naidu, 
formerly of Umzinto, South Coast KZN and Mountain Rise, Pietermaritzburg) both were members 
of Troop 1. Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty, late, (Deputy National Commissioner, South African 
Police Service during 1994.) was the Troop Leader and received a trophy for the “Best All-Round 
Recruit”. 
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Photograph  
South African Police 
Wentworth 
Refreshers Course 
April 1956 
 
Members Identified 
Front row, L-R, Sergeant HA Vorster, (Station Commander), 4th 
Middle row, L-R, Kisten Naidoo, 4th; 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Kisten Naidoo. 
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Refresher Course: Sgt Mariemuthu: Father of Col Logan Govender 
 

 
According to the information at my disposal my Dad was named Mariemuthu at birth. His Dad, my 
grandad’s surname was “Irusan”. However, obstinate white officials at the Department of Indian 
Affairs did not include his surname at registration of birth. This occurred with many others within the 
community. I frequently came across numerous with similar occurrences whilst in the police with 
members and the same explanation was tendered. How I have “Govender” as my surname is 
inexplicable.  
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Photograph  
Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty, late (former Deputy Commissioner of SA Police Service). He 
was a member of Troop 1 of 1963 
Courtesy of the family of Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty. 
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Photograph  
Sergeant Krishnasamy Naidu also a member of Troop 1 of 1963 
Courtesy of Sergeant Krishnasamy Naidu. 

 
Photograph  
Warrant Officer Dewnund Maharaj, late another member of Troop 1 of 1963 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer [Detective] Maharaj 
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Photograph  
Troop 1 February 1963 till 30th July 1963 
 
Troop 1, 1963 
Back row, L-R, Udal Singh, 1st; DGS Pillay, 3rd; 
Seated, L-R, Dewnund, 2nd; Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy, 6th: Morgan Chetty, 7th; Krishnasamy 
Naidu, 10th. 
 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer [Detective] Maharaj 
 
Warrant Officer Goordas Budhram, elder brother of Colonel Henry Budhram was a member of Troop 
2 of 1963. A troop mate of Lamech. 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer Goordas Budhram, late 
Courtesy of the family Colonel Henry Budhram 
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Troop Photograph  
 
Troop 2 of 1963 
First row, L-R, Lamech, 2ndThird row, L-R, Goordas Budhram, late (Warrant Officer), 4th 
Courtesy of the family Colonel Henry Budhram 
 
A trophy for the "Best Student All round" for Troop 2 was awarded to DJ Lamech. He received the 
trophy at their Passing Out Parade from Minister of Indian Affairs, Minister Maree, at Curries 
Fountain Stadium, Durban. 
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Photograph  
Passing Out Parade – 1963 
 
Constable DJ Lamech (Best Student Trophy) presented by Mr Maree, (Minister of Indian Affairs) at 
Curries Fountain - Durban. 
 
Sergeant Munilall (Ray) Mathura, Lieutenant-Colonel, late (Former Head of Detectives, Chatsworth) 
was a Physical Training Instructor at the SA Police, Indian Training Depot, Wentworth in 1961, 
however he was transferred before 1963(Confirmed by both Colonel Henry Budhram, and Sergeant 
Dudley Maharaj, Troop 1 of 1961.) 
 
Senior Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy, Captain, late was the Law Instructor from 1963. Troop 
Sergeant MV Khumalo and the drill Sergeant was one Munsamy. According to the information at 
my disposal the Station Commander of the Training Depot at the time was Head Constable (Warrant 
Officer) Odin Moorcroft. (Confirmed by both Warrant Officer Odin Moorcroft and Sergeant Dudley 
Maharaj). 
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Photograph  
Lieutenant-Colonel Munilall (Ray) Mathura 
Courtesy of the family Lieutenant-Colonel Munilall (Ray) Mathura 
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Photograph  
Odin Moorcroft and a more recent photograph of Odin Moorcroft. He is almost 90 years old. 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Odin Moorcroft 

 
Photograph  
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Group photograph of Instructors of the SA Police, Training Depot up until 1960 with the exception 
of Sergeant MV Khumalo who remained till a few years later (according to Sergeant Dudley 
Maharaj). Odin Moorcroft front row-2nd from left 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Odin Moorcroft 

 
Photograph  
Sergeant Odin Moorcroft delivering a lecture to Black students presumably before 1960. 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer Odin Moorcroft 

 
Photograph  

Sergeant Dudley Maharaj (Pietermaritzburg; Plessislaer; Child Protection Unit; Mountain Rise) 
Courtesy (LG) 
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Photograph  
Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy, late (Captain, Station Commander, Inanda, Stanger and Wentworth 
Police Station) 
Courtesy of the family of Captain Govindsamy Reddy 
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Photograph  

Lance Sergeant Munilall (Ray) Mathura, late (Lieutenant-Colonel Munilall (Ray) Mathura, Detective 
Head, Chatsworth), with Recruits Troop 1, July 1961. On left is Sergeant AG Vurdan, late (First 
Indian Recruiting Officer for Indian members in the late 1960’s and 1970’s, Pietermaritzburg). Other 
member is unidentified at this time. 
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Photograph  
Christening of eldest daughter, Beverley during March 1965, conducted by Pastor JF Rowlands 
(right), attended by Lamech’s former supervisor from UKZN, Mr Van der Buskin (far left) and his 
dear family. Lamech is seen presenting, Beverley to the Lord Jesus Christ, his dear wife Pam, 
standing beside. 
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Photograph  
SA Police Training Depot, Wentworth Training Staff, August 1965 
Front row, left-right, Sergeant HL Schourie (Station Commander); Lieutenant-Colonel WA Griffiths 
(District Commandant, No. 75, Durban South District); Lance Sergeant DW Reiners (Drill & PT 
Supervisor) 
Rear row, left-right, Lance Sergeant DJ Lamech (Drill Instructor); Senior Sergeant Govindsamy 
Reddy (Law Instructor); Lance Sergeant Morgan Chetty (PT & Law Instructor) 
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Photograph  
From, L-R, Lance Sergeant DJ Lamech, late (Captain); 2nd class Sergeant K (Chris) Naidu, 
(Lieutenant-Colonel); Senior Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy, late (Captain); Special Grade Chief 
Sergeant S Pillai, late (Lieutenant-Colonel). 
 
(This photograph was probably taken between 1967-1969. Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai was 
promoted to Special Grade Chief Sergeant on 1967-09-01 and thereafter to one of the first Indian 
Lieutenants in South Africa in 1970. - [LG])  
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Photograph  
Wentworth SAP Training College 
A - Soccer Team Platoon 9 – 1967 
Winners of KO and League Cups 
Seated on ground, L-R, Sergeant P Sookay, late, 3rd; Captain R Michael, late, 4th 
Seated, L-R, Sergeants DJ Lamech; HL Schourie; Morgan Chetty; DW Reiners; Govindsamy 
Reddy. 
Courtesy of Captain Rajoo Ellapan 
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Photograph  
A much clearer photograph without names and details. 
Courtesy of Pastor Michael Rao Naidoo, former SA Police member, Pietermaritzburg. 
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Photograph  
Senior Sergeant DJ Lamech seated at his home in Arena Park, Unit 6, Chatsworth 
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Image  
Letter from Pastor JF Rowlands to Lamech 
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Transcript 
 
“10.1.70(Should read 10 December 1969, Mrs Pam Lamech [PL]) 
My dear S/S (Senior Sergeant, [PL]) Lamech 
God Bless you - and hearty congratulations on your promotion. 
Thanks for your kind letter and very loving gifts to hand (see next month’s ‘Moving Waters’. 
The Rev has been sent to Stanger. 
God Bless you - and a very big thank you from every department. 
I pray you are all well. 
Much love and many prayers from 
Signed JF Rowlands” 

 
Image  
Fiat Lux 
(Special Collections, Gandhi-Luthuli Documentation Centre. Courtesy of Mr T Munsamy, Senior 
Librarian, University of Kwa-Zulu Natal (UKZN) 
Caption 1 
Colonel TM Bischoff inspects the parade. In the foreground is Sergeant DJ Lamech 
Caption 2 
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The large crowd at the passing-out parade included many proud parents and relatives of the new 
police constables. 

 
Image  
Fiat Lux 
Caption 3 
Standing smartly at ease, the Constables hear the address by Colonel Bischoff, the Durban South 
District Commandant. 
 
Caption  
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Three instructors at the Police College relax with a cup of tea at the passing-out parade. They are 
(from left): Senior Sergeants G Reddy, M Chetty - who commanded the physical training display - 
and DJ Lamech, who was in charge of the drilling display. 

 
Image  
Fiat Lux 
Caption  
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From left to right: Constable and Mrs KP Singh and a friend, Constable BB Kaniappen, are seen 
having tea after the passing-out parade. 

 
Image  
Fiat Lux 
Caption  
Senior Sergeant G Reddy, who is also the law instructor at the Police College, here seen instructing 
some of the police reservists. 
Caption 7 
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New recruits learn how to march properly, step by step.” 
 
 
Transcript from Fiat Lux 
“Annual Police Passing-out Parade 
Bright Future for Police 
(This was Platoon 13, November 1969 to April 1970 - [LG]) 
 
Thirty-Five Indian police constables were recently welcomed into the South African Police Force in 
Chatsworth, Durban South, by District Commandant, Colonel TM Bischoff, at the annual passing-
out parade of the Police College. 
 
At the impressive ceremony a large crowd heard Colonel Bischoff congratulate the new constables 
on their achievement and urged them to do their best to use knowledge they had gained at the 
College. 
 
He advised them to be tolerant and use patience with the public, as this was the best method of 
obtaining co-operation. And he urged them not to abuse the authority which they now had. 
 
HIGHLIGHT 
The passing out parade was the highlight of a year's (6 months not a year - [LG]) intensive training 
for the 35 constables, and the spectators and relatives were treated to impressive displays of drilling 
and physical fitness. Smartly turned out, the young men performed with precision, and had the crowd 
in suspense when they formed a high pyramid. This year, for the first time, the drilling display was 
done without spoken commands, and Commandant Bischoff said it was a performance to be proud 
of. 
 
The presentation of the trophy for the best student went to Student Constable Harriram, (Brigadier 
Hari Badul -[LG]) of Sydenham, Durban, who obtained distinctions in law, one of the five subjects 
studied. 
 
A further highlight was the performance of the Glenover High School Band and Drum Majorettes, 
who lent a dash of colour to the proceedings. 
 
 
POSTED 
After six months at the Police Training College, the young constables (average age 21 years, 
although there are a few older men) have been posted to police stations throughout the country, 
and their place at the College is to be filled with new recruits, already assembled at the various 
police stations. 
 
Anyone wishing to join the Police Force can go along to his local station, and if there is a suitable 
vacancy he will be employed and start learning the various duties of a policeman - although he will, 
naturally, not be regarded a policeman immediately. Each year the best men are selected for training 
at the Police College, Wentworth, Durban, where they spend a stimulating and exciting year learning 
to be a policeman. 
 
"The course is quite stiff, but we find most of the men who enrol at the College pass out at the end 
of the year," said Warrant Officer Schourie, head of the College. 
 
STUDY 
Here, together with several Indian instructors, he puts the student constables through courses in 
law, administration, first-aid, drilling and physical fitness. They have a full day, but a varied one, and 
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according to the instructors, “they thrive on the course, and you can see them becoming real men 
during the six months’ training period”. 
 
The present instructors at the College, in fact, enjoyed their course so much that they eventually 
returned to the College in their present capacity, with the result that the original instructor, Senior 
Sergeant R Govindsamy, who is the law instructor, now has two of his former pupils working with 
him. They are Senior Sergeants DJ Lamech, who specialises in drill, and M Chetty, who is the 
physical training instructor. 
 
The physical training includes self-defence, boxing, athletics, and other sports, while the law 
subjects include common and statute law, criminal procedure and investigation of crime. 
Another subject embraces race relations, relations between police and public and general 
knowledge. Educational films and other up-to-date teaching methods are used. 
Indian members of the Police Force now have an increased salary and new posts have been 
created. Indians can now advance through the ranks to the post of Chief Sergeant (Special Grade). 
 
PROMOTION 
Promotion in the force depends on merit and success in certain examinations, prescribed by the 
Commissioner of Police. A constable can be promoted to the rank of sergeant after a minimum of 
three years, and then after two years may be promoted to the rank of Senior Sergeant. A year later 
he may be promoted to Chief Sergeant. Promotion to Special Grade Chief Sergeant take place 
according to merit and efficiency. 
 
The qualities required in the Police Force are ones to be admired. Through his work the policeman 
comes into contact with all branches of national life, which gives him a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of many of the problems the community has. 
 
The “Force” becomes so much a way of life that almost every year someone joins up who has some 
relations or family connection with the Force - it may be a father, an uncle, possibly a brother. They 
have seen and admired the work and want the same opportunities. 
 
 
VACANCIES 
It is worth mentioning that there are vacancies not only for the uniformed police, but also for 
administrative, clerical and supervising personnel, as well as artisans and members of the radio-
technician and mechanical branches. 
 
The Police Force renders a public service, and its members are well looked after. There are 
generous leave and sick leave facilities, rail concessions, a good pension scheme and working 
conditions which work out at a five-day week, although this is divided into shift duties. 
A first rate medical scheme is in operation, with all policemen entitled to medical treatment at State 
expense. Any medical expenses due to injury while on duty are borne by the State - and this includes 
injuries while taking part in sport. Absence from duty in these cases does not affect the normal sick 
leave. 
 
RESERVISTS 
Another aspect of the Police Force which is playing an important supplementary role in maintaining 
law and order is the Police Reserve, composed of men who do voluntarily, part-time duty. They are 
organised into patrols in the various Indian areas, where they operate and do essentially the same 
duties as regular police, and are entitled to many of the benefits which regular police members are 
entitled to. 
 
They patrol in the evenings, and over the week-ends and public holidays, in shifts. 
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The reservists are issued with uniforms and standard police equipment, and go out on foot and van 
patrols, besides, of course, undertaking office duties. 
 
The Reservists are active in many areas of Natal and the Transvaal. Unlike the members of the 
Permanent Force, who are posted to any station where required, the Reservists only serve in their 
own community. 
 
At present most recruits to the permanent force comes from Natal, particularly the Durban area and 
northern Natal. Every effort is made, in placing the qualified constables, to post them to an area 
where they will fit in. For instance, a man from the city will probably be posted to an urban area, 
while a man from the country will, where possible, be posted to a rural area. 
The reservists undergo a training course which embrace six lectures - one a month, each about an 
hour long. Here they learn aspects of the subjects taught to the students at the College, and then 
they learn through practical experience as they work. 
 
In the South African Police Force lies a challenge and an opportunity to serve the community, and 
it is to the credit of the Indian Community that its members are playing such an important role in 
maintaining law and order. 
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Photograph  
Members identified 
Left to right 
Brigadiers Chris Thaver, 4th row No 3; Hari Badul, 2nd row No 7. 
Colonel Johnny Govender, 3rd row No 3;  
Captain Tiger Rajoo Ellappan, 3rd row No 11 (2nd from R). 
Warrant Officers VN Pillay, late, 4th row No 5; Chaitoo, 2nd Row No 11 (2nd from R); SR Naidu, 
4th Row No 9 (2nd from R). 
Sergeant Brian D Naidoo, late, 3rd row No 11. 
Courtesy Colonel Johnny Govender 
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Photograph  
Brigadier Chris Thaver 
Courtesy, (LG) 

 
Photograph 

Brigadier Hari Badul 
Courtesy of Brigadier H Badul 
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Photograph  
Colonel Johnny Govender 
Courtesy of Colonel Johnny Govender 
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Photograph  
Warrant Officer [Detective] Chaitoo 
Courtesy of Warrant Chaitoo 

 
Photograph  
Warrant Officer VN Pillay, late and his dear wife Aarthi 
Courtesy of the family of Warrant Officer VN Pillay 



46 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 5A– Captain DJ Lamech 

 
Photograph  
Unidentified Troop of Students with the Training Staff. 
Front row from left to right, Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy; Warrant Officer Morgan Chetty; Captain 
HL Schourie. Sergeants DM Reiners and DJ Lamech 

 
Photograph 

Front row, left-right, Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy; Warrant Officer Morgan Chetty; Sergeant DM 
Reiners; Sergeant DJ Lamech. 
Rear row, left-right, Danny Pillay (Major General); unidentified member; Maggs Naidoo (Lieutenant 
General); unidentified member. 
Courtesy of Major General Danny Pillay. 
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Photograph  
(Troop 16, October 1971 members-[LG]) 
Front row, left-right, other members unidentified at this stage; 5th Daya Naidu, late (Lieutenant-
Colonel), Detective Branch, Mountain Rise 
Rear row, left-right, Sergeants DJ Lamech; Govindsamy Reddy and Morgan Chetty 
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Photograph  
SA Police Wentworth Training College, A - Soccer Team Platoon 16, October 1971 
Front row, 1st left, Sergeant Morgan Chetty; 3rd MA (Maurice) Raman - late (Warrant Officer 
[Detective], Pietermaritzburg Detective Branch; 5th Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy. 
Rear row, left-right, 5th Sergeant DJ Lamech 
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Photograph 

(Troop 19, 1973 -[LG]) 
Left to right, unidentified member; Sergeant DJ Lamech; AK (Anand) Pillay Warrant Officer 
[Detective], Pietermaritzburg. 
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Photograph  
(Recruits of Troop 19, 1973 -[LG]) 
AK (Anand) Pillay, Warrant Officer [Detective], Pietermaritzburg, getting into Sergeant Lamech’s 
Hillman, Vogue at the Wentworth, College Grounds. 
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Photograph  
SA Police Training Depot, Wentworth Training Staff August 1974  
Front row, left-right, Captain HL Schourie; Lance Sergeant DW Reiners 
Rear row, left-right, Sergeant Govindsamy Reddy; Warrant Officer Morgan Chetty; Sergeant DJ 
Lamech; 
 
CHANGE OF COMMAND AT THE SA POLICE, TRAINING COLLEGE, WENTWORTH 
On 1977-10-01 Major Subramonia Pillai, late (Lieutenant-Colonel was appointed the first Indian 
Commanding Officer of SA Police, Training College, Wentworth, Durban 
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Photograph  
Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai, late. Photograph kindly colourised courtesy by Ms Jenny Bosch as 
requested by Brigadier Hennie Heymans. 
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Photograph  

Departing on a course carrying his young son Delreeves, during 1978. Del was 5 years old at the 
time. (Could have possibly been the, “Unrest Course” referred to by Captain Rajoo (Tiger) Ellappan 
below. -[LG]) 
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Image  

Rajoo (Tiger) Ellappan, (Captain) and DJ Lamech, late (Captain) at an Unrest Course in 1978 
Courtesy of Captain Rajoo Ellapan 
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REVEREND JF ROWLANDS 

 
Photograph  
Reverend JF Rowlands 
(Courtesy of Google) 
 
(“Pastor JF Rowlands, a Missionary from the United States of America played a pivotal role in the 
lives of Mrs and Mrs Lamech, Senior. That role subsequently impacted the life and later the Ministry 
of DJ Lamech. 
 
The story of Missionary JF Rowlands is one of the most extraordinary in World Missions history. 
A remarkable man, JF as a young minister felt God’s call to reach the Indian people in South Africa. 
Unlike those who might have given up in frustration, his first six years were spent preaching without 
a single convert. Undaunted, he rented the biggest auditorium in South Durban for a soul-winning 
crusade. Fifteen minutes before service, there was only a meagre handful … Christian friends who 
had driven 50 miles to support their friend in his efforts. JF called them to their knees in prayer. 
Fifteen minutes later, the large auditorium was packed with more than 2,000 people, most of them 
had never heard the Gospel preached before! He preached that night just as he had preached for 
the previous six years, but this time God honoured the prayers and his hard work with a harvest of 
173 souls saved. 
 
Impressive churches today dot the South African landscape where thousands of Indians have come 
to know Jesus through Rowlands’ ministries. Progressive Indian pastors continue to do Kingdom 
work and young people are trained at the Bethesda Bible College. Of the college he founded, JF 
once said: “We don’t issue diplomas. We issue Pentecostal-blasting certificates!” 
 
At age 71, Dr. Rowlands died suddenly of a heart attack. The entire nation was stunned. His death 
was front page news and the lead story on radio and television. The lines of mourners stretched for 
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more than two miles, and thousands were outside the packed church for the funeral. Some 20,000 
filed by his casket and the service was broadcast on closed circuit television and heard over giant 
loudspeakers. It was an outpouring of love for a man who was one of the greatest pioneer missionary 
heroes of the Church of God.” - Wikipedia, Google) 

 
Image  
Letter from Pastor JF Rowlands to Lamech. 
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Transcript 
 
“July 9th 1979 
 
My dear Lamech, 
Loving Greetings in His Name. 
Thanks for your kind letter to hand today enclosing your loving gift which is so much appreciated. 
May the dear Lord shine upon you and bless you. Amen. 
 
I shall be much in prayer for you whilst you are away. I know the Lord will be with you and will give 
you great success in all you do. He has promised this to all those who, like you, walk in His footsteps. 
May God watch over your loved ones whilst you are away. What a joy it will be to greet “Lieutenant 
DJ Lamech” when you return! ! ! 
 
God bless you all. 
 
Much love and many prayers from 
Signed JF Rowlands” 
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COMMISSIONED RANK 

PROMOTED TO LIEUTENANT: ON 1ST DECEMBER 1979 

 
Certificate 

Commission 
By the State President of the Republic of South Africa 
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1 December 1979 
 
Transcript of “COMMISSION 

 
By the State President 
 
of the Republic of South Africa 
 
To Doosi John LAMECH 
 
Greeting 
I, reposing special trust and confidence in your loyalty, courage, and good conduct, and acting on 
the advice of the Executive Council, do, by virtue and in pursuance of the provisions of section 3(1) 
of the Police Act, 1958 (Act 7 of 1958), appoint you as a commissioned officer in the South African 
Police as from the 
 
 
1st day of December 1979 
 
 
You shall therefore … as a superior officer. 
 
I further command … South African Police. 
 
Given under My hand and the Seal of the Republic of South Africa at 
 
PRETORIA 
on this 26th day of AUGUST 1980 
 
State President of the Republic of South Africa 
 
By Oder of the State President-in-Council 
 
SAP 141” 
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Photograph  
Lieutenant Lamech at an unidentified location 
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Image  
Scene with MS ROY 
 
Transcript 
 
"SCENE WITH M S ROY” 
 
Cops hold fund-raising dance at the RDLI Hall 
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Captions 
 
Top right corner 
Lieutenant Christie Marimuthu and Maliga Marimuthu 
 
Top left corner 
Lieutenant George Govender, (Professor, Major General) and Savy Govender 
 
Below 
Lieutenant Reggie Marimuthu (Brigadier) and Vasantha Marimuthu 
 
Bottom 
Pam and Lieutenant DJ Lamech, (Captain). Indira Chetty, (Brigadier) and Colonel Morgan Chetty, 
(Lieutenant General); Shanti and Captain Sharma Maharaj, (Lieutenant General) 
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Image  
Letter from Pastor JF Rowlands to Lamech 
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Transcript 
“January 12th 1980. 
 
My dear Lieutenant, 
God bless you and CONGRATULATIONS on your promotion: If anybody deserves promotion it is 
YOU: 
Thank you ever so much for your loving letter with enclosure to hand. May God continue to bless 
you and your dear family. 
I have not been feeling too well recently. I suppose it is the weather. But I am taking things quietly 
for the time being. 
I do hope you are all well. I am sure they are glad to have you home again. 
God bless you. 
Much Christian love and many prayers. From 
Signed JF Rowlands” 

 
 

 
Photograph 49 
Major S Pillai and Lieutenant in a planning session at the SA Police College, Wentworth. 
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Photograph  
Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai and his dear wife Vilma on a social visit to the Lamech family. From, L-
R, Young Delreeves (8-years old) seated at his dad’s side, Lieutenant DJ Lamech; Lieutenant-
Colonel S Pillai and his dear wife Vimla. Mrs Pam Lamech is seated in front of the Pillai’s. The visit 
was during 1981. 
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Photograph 
South African Police 
Platoon No 1 
Females 
May 1982 to November 1982 
Front row, 3rd from left, Lieutenant DJ Lamech (Supervising Officer, Musketry and First Aid 
Instructor); Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai, 4th, (Commanding Officer); Major Morgan Chetty, 5th, 
(Second in Charge); Warrant Officer (f) Indera Chetty (In charge of Female Police) 
(Sadly our dear Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai passed away on 25 December 1982. - [LG]) 



67 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 5A– Captain DJ Lamech 

 
Photograph  
DS (Sharma) Maharaj, (Lieutenant General) and DJ Lamech as aid-de-camps in and unidentified 
parade are seen leading the dignitaries on the inspection of the parade 
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Image  

“Congratulations to Miss S Reddy” 
Newsletter “Moving Waters” Shekinah Temple 
 
Transcript 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MISS S REDDY 
Member of Shekinah Temple Top female trainer for 1983 at the South African Police College 
Wentworth. 
The General Superintendent in the company of Pastor AA Kenneth and Lieutenant Lamech offering 
his congratulations at the Passing Out Parade on the 29th June at King’s Park Stadium. 
 
 

 
Photograph  
 
Indiërpolisiemanne word in die hantering van wapens opgelei - Indian policemen being trained to 
use firearms, published Servamus 1983. Lamech guiding students in the stripping and assembling 
of firearms. (Courtesy Servamus). 
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Photograph  

Lieutenant DJ Lamech, the Parade Commander and the Platoon standing at ease awaiting the 
arrival of the Dignitary and entourage at an unidentified Passing Out Parade. 
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Image  
Fiat Lux - page 6 - August 1985 
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Special Collections, Gandhi-Luthuli Documentation Centre. Courtesy of Mr T Munsamy, Senior 
Librarian, University of Kwa-Zulu Natal (UKZN), 
 
Captions 
Above left: An inspection of the parade is completed by Minister A Rajbansi as he salutes the 
policemen. (Lieutenant DJ Lamech the Parade Commander; looked on by Major General Van 
Niekerk and Brigadier Anil Beharie Ram, one of the aide- de-camps; the other is unknown at this 
stage - [LG]) 
 
 
Above: Minister A Rajbansi- Chairman of the Minister's Council in the House of Delegates addresses 
the students and the gathering of VIPs at the passing-out parade. 
 
 
Left: The award-winning candidates- (from left) Shami SIngh (best rifle shottist- males); Vanessa 
Reddy (best small arms shottist- females); Lindsay Gengiah (best student - females); Sharon 
Govender (most improved swimmer - females); Esperie Pillay (best rifle shottist - females); 
Gyanchundra Purmisar (best student - males); Ahmed Sayed Nastan (best small arms shottist - 
males); 
 
Transcript 
Fiat Lux - page 6 - August 1985 

1985: THE PASSING - OUT PARADE OF INDIAN MEMBERS OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE FORCE (THE POLICE FORCE) 
A passing-out parade of Indian members of the South African Police Force took place earlier this 
year at the Kings Park Soccer Stadium, Durban, Minister A Rajbansi inspected the parade of young 
students and presented the trophies to the various award-winning candidates. In the address that 
followed the Minister referred to the current status and renewed salary- structures of Indians in the 
South African Police Force. What emanated is that a career in the police force is a responsible, 
challenging- and more recently- rewarding future for any dedicated and conscientiously young 
individual. The Minister also outlined the history of service of South African Indians in the police 
force. 
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Photograph  
Officers’ year end Dinner and Dance. 
Captain and Mrs Pam Lamech at the Elangeni hotel with Lieutenant General JB Stevenson 20 
December 1985. 
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PROMOTION TO CAPTAIN 1986-01-01 

 
Image 

Media Clipping 
Policemen get promotions 
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Captions 
"Major Sharma Maharaj, left, with Captain Hans Jissok 
Captain Bob Sanker" 
 
Transcript 

POLICEMEN GET PROMOTIONS 

Six senior Indian police officers in Durban have been promoted to top posts. 
Chatsworth's station commander, Captain Sharma Maharaj, had been promoted to the rank of major 
and the station's CID branch head, Lieutenant Hans Jissok, has been promoted to Captain. 
Promoted to the rank of captain are Wentworth's acting station commander, Lieutenant Govindsamy 
Reddy; Lieutenant Bob Sanker of the police public relations directorate at CR Swart Square; 
Lieutenant VR Naidu of the Security Police in Durban and Lieutenant DJ Lamech of the SAP Training 
College at Wentworth." 
 

 
Photograph  
Captain DJ Lamech, the Parade Commander accompanying the Minister of Law and Order, The 
Honourable Mr Adriaan Vlok in the inspection of the parade. 
 
Leading the Minister and his entourage are aid-de-camps Anil Beharie Ram, (Brigadier) and NG 
(Natty) Govender, (Brigadier) 
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Photograph  
South African Police 
Females 
Platoon No 7 
July 1986 to December 1986 
Front row, L-R, Captain DJ Lamech (Second in charge), 4th; Colonel Morgan Chetty, 5th, 
(Commanding Officer); Captain (f) Indera Chetty (Officer in charge of Policewomen), 6th: Lieutenant 
G (Danny) Pillay, 7th, (Law Instructor). 



77 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 5A– Captain DJ Lamech 

 
Photograph  
Captain DJ Lamech with his Sunday School Children at Arena Park circa 1987 



78 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 5A– Captain DJ Lamech 

 
Photograph  
 
SA Police, Junior Management Course 5/1987, SA Police, Mechanical School, Benoni. 
All names are printed below the photograph. I’ll only retype the names of the Officers I am or were 
acquainted with. 
 
Rear row, left-right, 2nd Captain (f) Indera SS Chetty (Brigadier, Commanding Officer, SA Police 
Training College, Pretoria); 3rd Captain VR Naidoo (Lieutenant-Colonel); 4th Captain C (Hans) 
Jissok; 5th Major DS (Sharma) Maharaj, late (Lieutenant General Provincial Commissioner, 
Gauteng): 7thCaptain DJ Lamech, late; 8th Captain AB Pillay, late (Social Services, Natal Midlands 
Region); 13th Captain B (Bob) Sanker, late (Major); 10th Captain Govindsamy Reddy, late. 
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Photograph  
Captain DJ Lamech accompanying The Honourable, Mr A Rajbansi probably at a Passing Out 
Parade, 
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Photograph  
Captain DJ Lamech with the platoon standing at ease awaiting the arrival of the dignitary 
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Image  
Herald, June 28, 1987 
Passing out into the police force 
 
Transcript 
“Passing out into the police force 
Herald Reporter 
The police force’s latest trained members were told this week by the Deputy Minister of Law and 
Order, Roelf Meyer, they should not allow “unjust criticism” to destroy their faith in themselves. 
Speaking at a passing-out parade at King’s Park Stadium this week, Mr Meyer told 120 graduates 
from Wentworth police training college that it had become “customary” in certain circles to criticise 
the police. 
 
“This has certainly caused a great deal of soul searching among our members. But you must not all 
unjust criticism to destroy your faith in yourselves. 
 
“You can only counter this adverse criticism if you, as a member of the police, at all times perform 
your task with honesty and to the best of your ability. 
 
“Be fair and just to all you have contact with. Your behaviour off duty must be as impeccable as it is 
when you are on duty,” he said. 
 
Seven policemen were awarded medals for 10 years’ service, 25 for 20 years’ service and four for 
30 years’ service. Four received medals for combating terrorism.” 
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Photograph  
Members marching. This photograph was presumably taken at the Medal Parade. Captain DJ 
Lamech the Parade Commander as usual. 
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Photograph  
Members on parade. This photograph was presumably taken at the Medal Parade. Captain DJ 
Lamech the Parade Commander as usual. 
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Photograph  
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The Deputy Minister of Law and Order, Roelf Meyer is seen congratulating Captain DJ Lamech and 
Colonel Morgan Chetty on receiving The South African Police Star for 20 years of Faithful Service, 
for 20 years Faithful Service and Exemplary Conduct. 

 
Photograph  
Training Staff at SA Police, Training College, Wentworth 
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Photograph  
Captain and Mrs Lamech at a function hosted by the Ladies Club 

 
Photograph  
Presumably taken after a Parade. From, L-R, Brigadier Anil Beharie Ram; Lieutenant Generals 
Morgan Chetty and Lothar Neethling; Captain DJ Lamech. Courtesy of Brigadier A Beharie Ram 
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PARADE COMMANDER MILITARY TATTOO, DURBAN 

 
Certificate  

Certificate of Appreciation 
The City of Durban awarded to Captain DJ Lamech, Parade Commander of The Durban Military 
Tattoo 1988 
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Photograph  
SA Police Officer’s Ladies Club year end dinner dance 1988 
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CAPTAIN LAMECH’S HOME CALLING 

 
Photograph  
Captain DJ Lamech seated at the main table at the Elangeni Hotel, Durban in 1988-12-17. Sadly, it 
was his last photo before his Home Calling. 
 
From left to right, Morgan Chetty (Lieutenant General) and his wife Indera Chetty, (Brigadier); 
unidentified; Unidentified; Mrs Pam Lamech; Captain DJ Lamech and Major Bob Sanker. 
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Image  
 
Media Clipping 
 
“POLICE OFFICER DIES AFTER COLLAPSE AT CHRISTMAS PARTY” 
 
Transcript 
 
“POLICE OFFICER DIES AFTER COLLAPSE AT CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Crime Reporter 
 
A staff officer at the Wentworth Police Training College in Durban, Captain Doosi John Lamech (52), 
died in hospital at the weekend after collapsing on the dance floor of the Elangeni Hotel during a 
Christmas party. 
 
Captain Lamech was attending the year-end party of Indian police officers when he suffered a heart 
attack. 
 
Colleagues rushed to his aid and a doctor, who was also at the function, managed to revive him 
before he was taken to hospital. He died soon after being admitted. 
Major Bob Sanker, chairman of the Officer’s Club, said Captain Lamech, who was seated with him 
at the main table with his wife Pam, gave no indication of being unwell. 
“He was a wonderful person who was always willing to help others. He will be hard to replace.” 
Captain Lamech was involved in organising the SAP contingent at the Durban Tatoo. 
Captain Lamech’s funeral takes place tomorrow. His body will lie at the Shekinah Temple in 
Chatsworth from 12 noon to 2 pm before being taken to the Mobeni Heights.” 
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Image  
Media clipping 
Glowing Tribute 
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Transcript 
“Glowing Tribute 
 
A GLOWING tribute was paid to Captain Doosi John Lamech at a military funeral by the Port Natal 
Divisional Commissioner of the SA Police, Brigadier BH Henn described Captain Lamech, who died 
on December 17after more than 26 years’ service, as "an officer and a gentleman" and as "a reliable 
person and a trusted colleague". He left his wife Pamela and three children.” 

 
Image  
Image of Speech of Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty, former Deputy Commissioner of South 
African Police Service 
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Image  
Image of Speech of Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty. 

 
Image  
Image of Speech of Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty. 
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Image  
Image of Speech of Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty. 
 
Transcript of Speech at the Thanksgiving Service of Captain DJ Lamech. 
 
“SPEECH BY COLONEL M. CHETTY: LATE CAPTAIN LAMECH’S MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
28 January 1989 
 
My association with the late Captain Lamech goes back to about 26 years, when we both me for the 
first time at The Wentworth Training College for our basic police training in February 1963. He was 
the Troop Leader for Troop 2. At the end of the course, he was chosen as Best Student of his Troop 
and was presented with a Trophy by Mr Marai the Minister of Indian Affairs. 
 
A year later, Captain Lamech was appointed as Instructor at the College. 
When we look back over the years and remember Captain Lamech, we realise that neither the 
passing of time nor his rise in status, effected or altered his personality. 
 
He was a man dedicated to the welfare of his family, dedicated to the service of the Church and 
Community and dedicated to the Police Force. Captain Lamech went about doing what he had to 
without drawing a great deal of attention to himself. He was always there, ready to lend a helping 
hand when the need arose. Whatever task, no matter how small or how big, was assigned to him, 
the Captain always was meticulous in the execution of his duties. 
 
He was always a very honest and a loyal person. He could be trusted with anything; if Captain 
Lamech was handling a particular matter, you could sit back and relax knowing that he was doing 
his best. He was not one to shirk his responsibilities, in fact his efficiency was noticeable in 
everything he did. 
 
During his years as a policeman, his name became synonymous with the police College. He was at 
the beginning a Law and Drill Instructor. As the years went on, he also taught first-aid and musketry. 
He rose steadily in rank and at the time of his death he occupied the post of “Second-in-Charge 
(Staff Officer) at the College in Wentworth. Many a young man and woman have passed through 
his hands and have benefited from his knowledge and experience. 
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His influence was also evident in the activities of the SAP Ladies’s Club, of which his wife is a 
member. He sacrificed his time to teach the Ladies how to use firearms. His interest and patience 
did not go by unnoticed. 
 
Captain Lamech’s death has hit us hard. We are shocked and cannot accept the finality of his 
passing away. He has left in us a vacuum which no person will be able to fill. 
We want to assure his wife, Pam, and the children that the police force will do everything possible 
to see that the burden is made easier. 
 
 
Signed 
M Chetty Colonel 
1989-01-28” 
 
Estelle’s Hair and Beauty was established in honour of my Dad, Captain Lamech. He encouraged 
me to study in that direction. The success of the salon is credited to God and the continued support 
of Mom and family.” 

 
Photograph  
Official Opening of Estelle’s Hair and Beauty. General Danny Pillay and his family at the opening of 
Salon in March 1992 with Mrs Pam Lamech and daughter Desiree. Courtesy of Major General 
Danny Pillay. 
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Image   
“Constable following in dad’s steps” 
 
Chatsworth Stadium, 1992 
 
Transcript 
“Constable following in dad’s steps 
 
By Logan Govender 
 
It was a proud moment for Constable Delvrees Lamech, 19, of Kharwastan at the police passing out 
parade at Chatsworth stadium last week. 
 
Constable Lamech’s late father, Captain John Lamech, who died in December 1988, was a long-
standing and respected police officer and Constable Lamech wanted to emulate his father. He 
realised this dream after obtaining his police training at Chatsworth Police College at Unit 9, 
Chatsworth. During his career, Captain Lamech lectured in police law at the police training college 
in Wentworth from 1965-1986. 
 
Constable Lamech, of Syringa Road, matriculated at Kharwastan Secondary School last year. 
He said his father would have been proud of his achievement. 
 
“I always wanted to become a policeman. I hope to reach the highest rungs in the police force by 
following in my father’s footsteps,” said Constable Lamech. 
 
Caption 
Constable Delvrees Lamech and his mother, Pamela, at the passing out parade at Chatsworth 
Stadium. Picture Deena Pillay” 
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GONE BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN 

 
Image   
 
Media Clipping 
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“MY HERO GONE BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN –REMEMBERED AFER 29 YEARS” 
 
Transcript 
 
“MY HERO GONE BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN – REMEMBERED AFER 29 YEARS 
The South African Police Service lost one of its finest commissioned officers on the dance floor on 
the 17th day of December 1988. 
 
Captain Doosi John Lamech, my mentor, an Officer and a Gentleman was second in Command at 
the SAPS Academy for Indian Policemen and Woman. Also, an instructor in drill and musketry at 
the SAPS Academy for Policemen and Women. He joined them in 1963. 
 
A perfectionist and a disciplinarian. 
 
He was immaculate in all his ways, eloquent in his speech, meticulous in his dressing, gentlemanly 
in his dealing with others including his subordinates. Captain had an eye for detail and could spot 
an infringement on the parade ground, from afar off. 
 
He was usually the Aide de Camp, Senior Officer accompanying and escorting the officiating 
dignitary / guest of honour to inspect the parade. 
 
When the SAPS college was relocated to their new premises in Chatsworth in 1992, after his death, 
the mess hall was named after this great officer and gentleman as the “Captain D J Lamech” mess 
hall. 
 
Captain was an Elder in the Shekinah Church in Unit 7 Chatsworth. He was the founder of “The 
Elisha’s Fountain” Sunday School. The first impression of Captain was that he was a humble disciple 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
During 1986 / 87 / 88 Captain landed the prestige of being nominated the Parade Commander of 
the Military Tattoo, which was reserved entirely for white commissioned officers only, that was 
usually held annually in Durban. 
 
Captain was interviewed on National television on a Sunday morning at a Church service which was 
normally reserved for a certain population group in those years. 
 
He was tipped to become a general one day and to on serve on the general staff, however his 
premature death put paid to that. 
 
Captain meritoriously served the South African Police and Community for 26 years. He received 
many service medals, decorations, commendations and awards. 
 
On the night he collapsed on the dance floor his dear wife, Pam found the following scripture written 
in his own handwriting inside his pocket – “Phil 1: 21 KJV For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” 
 
Captain left too soon, yet according to God’s clock, His perfect will and timing. 
My Hero Gone but NOT Forgotten! 
 
Logan Govender” 
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INSERTS BY SA POLICE MEMBERS WHO TRAINED AND SERVED 
UNDER HIS COMMAND 

 
Photograph 72 

 
Brigadier NG (Natty) Govender. 
Govender was born in Kranskloof, Glendale Heights on the North coast of Kwa-Zulu Natal. He joined 
the SA Police at Umhlali in 1980. Served as a Law and Drill Instructor at SA Police, Training College, 
Wentworth. Also served at SA Police, Chatsworth, Durban; Lenasia, Kliptown and Eldorado Park in 
Soweto West District; Provincial Headquarters, Gauteng; Area Commissioner’s office in 
Krugersdorp and Provincial Headquarters, Kwa-Zulu Natal. Retired on 31 December 2017. 
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Image   
"Dedication 
… Dedicated to an Officer and a Gentleman…" 
 
Crafted by Lieutenant NG (Natty) Govender 
 
 
Transcript of a Dedication to Captain DJ Lamech by Brigadier NG (Natty) Govender. 
 
“DEDICATION 
…Dedicated to an Officer and a Gentleman… 
 
… CAPTAIN DJ LAMECH 
 
… In humble submission to Almighty God, you bowed out this earth so gracefully. 
What wrong have we done, my Lord, to receive such supreme penalty? 
You’ve taken away our shining light and now left us groping; 
For nobody and nobody will replace this unique man. 
I am aware that your Kingdom needs the good ones and I am sure You’re aware that our kingdom 
needs the same; 
 
He passed this way but once only; his journey could have been made longer, my Lord. 
Captain, I’ve said this whilst you were alive and I’m saying it now; “Nobody will ever replace you as 
a Parade Commander and Drill Instructor.” 
 
You were tailored for that job master; this college has seen the last of the Best. 
You’ve toiled in pain but you never showed, 
 
You refused to fail, 
 
You refused to fall - what a soldier 
 
You’ve now been called for Higher service and eternal rest, 
 
You’ve earned this right which only God could give. 
 
May your soul rest in peace. 
 
It won’t be long before we meet again. Father, Friend, Teacher, Boss. 
 
The vacuum you’ve created in our hearts will remain. 
 
We will still see you in the mornings as usual. 
 
Farewell, you Superman. 
 
The ship of which you were Captain never sank and would never have sunk. 
 
When we recall all the good you’ve done for the community, Church and the Police Force, the whole  
world can say: “This was a Man”. 
 
For the period of time that I’ve known you, this is what I can justly say: - 
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“IF EVER GOD SENT AN IMMACULATE, INFALLIBLE AND PERFECT 
HUMAN BEING TO EARTH: THEN IT WAS CAPTAIN D.J. LAMECH” 
Lieutenant: N.G. GOVENDER  

 

 

BRIGADIER ANIL BEHARIE RAM 
 

 
Dedication by Brigadier Anil Beharie Ram 

Photograph   
 
Brigadier Anil Beharie Ram was born in Sydenham, Durban in 1960. 
He joined the SA Police on 23 March 1979 at Chatsworth; Served at SA Police, Chatsworth, Durban 
in Visible Policing. Transferred to SA Police, Training College, Wentworth as an Instructor and Head 
of Physical Training; Second in Command at Chatsworth Basic College and thereafter as 
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Commander; Provincial Commander, Chatsworth Decentralized In-Service Training Centre. 
Deputy Provincial Training Manager, Gauteng Province, Division Human Resource Development 
(National Office); Section Head of HRD Policy and Standard; Section Head Detective Crime 
Intelligence, Criminal Record Centre and Support In-Service Training Provision; Commander: 
SAPS, Hammanskraal Detective and Crime Intelligence Academy; Provincial Head: Human 
Resource Development Gauteng Province. Retired in July 2016 as Provincial Head: Human 
Resource Development Gauteng Province). 

 
 
CAPTAIN DJ LAMECH – AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN 
 
I was fortunate to experience a relationship with the late Captain DJ Lamech on two levels. Firstly, 
he was one of my trainers / lecturers during my basic training and secondly when I was appointed 
as a trainer at the Wentworth Police Training College. 
 
My first encounter with the late Captain DJ Lamech was when I reported for basic training at the 
Wentworth Training College in July 1979. He was my lecturer in First Aid and Musketry. I found him 
to be an expert in both subjects. 
 
As students we were constantly under tremendous pressure and stress placed on us by the college 
personnel. However, with the late Captain Lamech the training atmosphere was totally the opposite. 
He was calm and composed in his approach which allowed us as students to at least relax and not 
feel under pressure. So, it not unusual that we looked forward to our First Aid and Musketry classes. 
During the six-month training programme, one will hardly see Captain Lamech out and about like 
some of the other trainers who were always behind our backs chasing us around. I found him to be 
a person who usually kept to himself most of the time and any engagement with him somehow 
brought about some anxiety and mystery as one would not know what to expect when summoned 
to his office. 
 
Captain Lamech had a very calming demeanour in his engagement with students. At the same time 
his mere appearance and presence seem to bring about a huge sense of seriousness to the work 
being done and an unspoken respect for him. What sticks to mind is occasions during our rehearsals 
for our passing-out-parade. There would be high levels of excitement and pressure from our drill 
and physical training instructors seeking perfection from us, so it was both fun and suffering. As 
soon as Captain Lamech would make his presence on the parade field as the Parade Commander 
there would be silence and calm with everyone focused on him. What I will always remember and 
which is deep rooted in my sub-conscious is a picture of a professional and close to perfect officer 
in the South African Police. His presentation of himself in the police uniform was cemented in my 
mind. His physique supported the way he carried himself – always upright, never slouched. These 
characteristics reminded me of a true officer and someone to be followed. 
I was fortunate and, in many respects honoured to be transferred to the Wentworth College after my 
basic training where I got to know Captain Lamech more personally. What I realised was that he 
was not much different than the officer I experienced during my basic training. 
He was the same calm and composed officer, who seldomly displayed signs of anger or frustration. 
What I found was an officer who was approachable and his office was always open for you to engage 
him on any matter and advice. What he practised, he preached. One could see that he was serious 
about ensuring that we produce high quality professional police officers. I was honoured to take over 
the lecturing of First Aid from Captain Lamech. 
 
I remember the times we spent together during the days prior to the passing-out-parade where I got 
to know Captain Lamech and his beautiful and loving wife Pam who was the total opposite of Captain 
Lamech. He was an introvert and she the extrovert, bubbly and joyful person. He was a loving 
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husband and family man. He was concerned about his personal well-being and was health 
conscious educating us on proper dietary habits. 
 
If there was anyone who fitted the phrase “an officer and a gentleman” it was the late Captain DJ 
Lamech. One could not find fault him in his role as an officer. He was excellent as a leader who was 
emotionally connected to other interests and well-being – a GOD fearing gentleman. 
I was devasted when he took ill during an officers’ year end ball in Durban. It was extremely 
traumatising for me to have to render assistance to my senior who taught me first aid. Unfortunately, 
Captain Lamech passed away. 
 
Looking back, one wishes that the police today have more officers like the late Captain DJ Lamech. 
May his soul rest in peace. I salute you. 
 

DEDICATION COLONEL RONNIE NAIDOO 

 
Photograph   
 
Colonel Ronnie Naidoo 
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Born 1960/03/02 in New Glasgow, Verulam joined the SAPS in 1981/07/16. Was 1st stationed at 
SAP Mt Edgecombe as a student during 1982 April started basic police training at the Wentworth 
Training College. Started work as a junior instructor at police training College Wentworth in 
December 1982 until December 1993 at the Chatsworth College. Stationed @saps Chatsworth from 
January to February 1994 and thereafter I was transfered Regional Logistics in New Germany until 
2021 the end of March when I retired after almost 39 years’ service. 

 
The Original Officer and a Gentleman - Captain Doosi John Lamech 
As a fresh young student walking into the South African Police Force Basic Training in 1982, I 
encountered the outstanding, disciplined and excellent Lieutenant DJ Lamech. His walk and talk 
displayed his exemplary and uncompromising lifestyle. He was a shining example to police officers 
of his time. Just a glimpse of his perfectly crisp uniform and shining shoes reminded you that this 
was a man of excellence. 
 
He fulfilled a big responsibility as second in command of the police training college. His portfolio was 
decorated with commanding musketry, foot drill and the lecturing of police administration. He was 
unmatched in his trade of training in these fields, some would even call him an expert. He rose 
amongst the ranks to Captain however he remained humble. 
 
Upon graduating from under his great training I was fortunate to fall under his even greater 
leadership. Working closely with him afforded me the opportunity to learn more about a man I deeply 
admired. They say you should never meet your heroes because you will be disappointed, but close 
proximity with Lieutenant DJ Lamech does not leave you with disappointment but rather greater 
admiration for him. Throughout my career he was not just a colleague but a leader that offered 
strong direction and wise counsel. 
 
His character was not just a display for police officers but a lived example throughout his personal 
life as well. He always honoured his wife in public, opening car doors for her and walking hand in 
hand as they visited the college, he taught us not only to be better policemen but greater husbands 
and fathers. After many personal encounters with him I learnt that he was also a Sunday School 
Superintendent in his local church. Lieutenant DJ Lamech could traverse from directing strict, 
disciplined policemen to nurturing and guiding young children, he was a man full of love and ready 
to pour out his wisdom to all. 
 
A short piece could never do justice to the greatness Captain DJ Lamech carried, alas we limited in 
space and time. On a sad day in 1998 we learned of the great loss of a man who was so admired 
and loved by his family and colleagues alike. The news stopped us in our tracks and vacuumed a 
portion of excellence from the South African Police Force. His memory, lessons and legacy are 
carried by all of us who were fortunate enough to have encountered Captain DJ Lamech, and it’s in 
these that he will always live on. 
 

DEDICATION CAPTAIN DAVE NAIDOO 

 
Dedication Captain Dave Naidoo 
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Photograph 
 
Captain Dave Naidoo 
 
Good afternoon, Brigadier, so much can be said about the late Captain D. J. Lamech, but what I can 
say is that he was a true officer and gentleman, a man with integrity, honesty and respect. The late 
Captain Lamech had a major impact on our lives and was very instrumental in moulding us into the 
instructors we had become. It was truly an honour and a privilege to have been associated with a 
human being of his calibre. I have been in SAPS for over 40 years and attended many police 
parades, but I have never ever seen or heard a Parade Commander command a parade as the late 
Captain Lamech. He could command a parade as huge as a rugby field and every member on 
parade was able to distinctly hear his commands. Parade Commanders of that calibre do not exist 
in SAPS of this day. Captain Lamech's legacy will always live on. 
 

DEDICATION BY MAJOR GENERAL DANNY PILLAY 

 
Photograph   

Major General Danny Pillay 

 
A Tribute to an Officer and a Gentlemen 
 
Capt Doosi John Lamech – one of the finest Officers that I ever had the privilege to be trained by, 
and to later work alongside with. 
 
When I arrived with my fellow trainees at the SAP College at Wentworth for the start of our basic 
training in 1974, we were put through our paces by the strictest, sternest and pitiless band of 
instructors, whose sole mission seemed to extract every ounce of sweat from our bodies. Although 
one particular instructor was very strict and very stern, he certainly was not pitiless. He was polite, 
he was humble and he was compassionate – and complete. He was our late Capt DJ Lamech. 
To those trainees who had the privilege to be trained by Capt Lamech, you should consider it a great 
honour to have experienced such great human qualities in a person – something that we all aspire 
to have. 
 
Our basic training program included serious theoretical law lectures in the mornings, followed by a 
strenuous session of physical training immediately prior to lunch. 
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But the most enjoyable was when we formed up for drill exercises, in the afternoon. Capt Lamech 
was one of the best drill instructors in a military organization. When he trained us, he was stern, no 
nonsense, but ever so lovable. When he marched, he was upright, straight faced and indeed a 
masterclass. 
I am sure that every police officer that trained under him will attest to the fact that although all the 
instructors played a major role in transforming them from boys to men and girls to women, it was 
Capt Lamech that taught us the three C’s – that is to be Cool, Calm and Collected. 
A few years later, upon transfer back to the College, I again had the opportunity to work with Capt 
Lamech, this time as a fellow Instructor and a close working colleague. I now had the privilege of 
seeing Capt Lamech close up and to see what made him tick. It did not surprise me one bit to see 
that nothing was different in him. He was still the same soft spoken, humble and affectionate person 
that we all got to love. 
 
Moreover, I also found Capt Lamech to be deeply religious, a devoted husband to his dear wife Pam 
and a great father to his beautiful children, Beverly, Desiree and Delreeves. A true family man who 
was also highly respectful, a strict disciplinarian and a most dedicated police officer. He is the 
epitome of a true Officer and a Gentleman. 
 
Sadly though, during an Officers Club year end Dinner/Dance at the Elangeni Hotel, Durban on 17 
December 1988, Capt Lamech left us for higher calling. May his beautiful soul rest in eternal peace 
– I salute you, Sir. 

AN OFFICER AND A GENTLEMAN 
 

 
Dedication Logan Govender 

 
 
"An Officer and a Gentleman" is commonly used to describe any Officer and has become but a 
cliché. However, when used to describe Captain Doosi John Lamech it is a just and equitable 
description of him. Captain Lamech was a Man admired by all. 
 
The Holy Bible tells us that we will be known by our fruits. “Ye shall know them by their fruits." -
Matthew 7:16-20. Captain Lamech fulfilled that too. He was the Salt of the earth and Light of the 
World. 
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My first encounter with the Captain was during the early 1980’s, when I was summoned to attend 
basic Police Training at the South African Police, Training College, Wentworth. 
Major Morgan Chetty-late (Lieutenant General, Deputy Commissioner, SAPS) was the Commanding 
Officer, after the sudden passing on, of the Legendary Colonel Subramonia Pillai. Captain Lamech 
was the second in Command and the Supervisor for foot drill. 
 
As the days and weeks past, I became more aware of him. He was always immaculately dressed, 
spoke with an authoritative voice but yet eloquently. He stood out in the crowd. When he walked, it 
was upright and elegant, people around him took notice of his presence. He rarely spoke out of turn, 
but when he did, people listened. I recall reading an excerpt, where it was mentioned if Captain gave 
a command, everyone present in a rugby stadium will clearly hear and obey. I recall looking at a 
photograph captured at the Wentworth grounds, during a dress rehearsal. It is not easily to recognise 
others but the person leading the parade was none other than our dear Captain, he had a unique 
upright posture. Always upright, perfect and strong. 
 

 
Photograph   
 
Captain DJ Lamech leading a dress rehearsal at the grounds of the Wentworth Police Training 
College. 
 
During my training period I saw Captain Lamech's office as a sanctuary, a place of refuge. 
Students were compelled to undertake chores, called fatigue, at the College. I was tasked to wash 
and maintain the College bus, the Commanding Officer's car, a Mercedes, Captain Lamech's car, a 
Ford and any other car when called upon to do so. Every once in a while, I was asked to polish his 
shoes. He loved his shoes to be shone to a mirror shine. 
 
It was during these times that I came into direct contact with him. I began to idolise and had a special 
affection for the Officer. He portrayed a person full of Grace, humility and gentlemanly in all his ways. 
Captain was alert and alive. His footprints are imprinted on the hard earth of Wentworth Training 
College, Parade Grounds. 



109 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 5A– Captain DJ Lamech 

 
During the morning's when he got off his motor vehicle, one couldn't help but notice that his trouser 
and shirt were well pressed. I noticed that even when he left in the afternoons his shirt was not 
ruffled or creased and appeared the same as when he arrived in the morning. 
When Captain visited the College on a Saturday, he would ask me to keep an eye out for his dear 
young son, Delreeves. Del as he affectionately known is a serving Lieutenant-Colonel in the South 
African Police Service. 
 
Whilst rehearsing for the Pass Out Parade, on the grounds at Wentworth, Captain would normally 
take a position high up on the rooftop of the College which had a flat roof, (concrete slab). He had 
an eye for detail and could spot infringements like an eagle flying high above in the sky encircling 
its prey. He epitomised perfection. 
 
Students had to prepare eats and refreshments for parents, families and spectators that attended 
their Pass Out Parade, I was privileged to have Captain sample that which I had prepared. Captain 
was the Parade Commander at the Parade. 
 
Lamech was nominated to solely take charge of a large contingent of various forces at the Durban 
Military Tattoo Celebrations. A prestigious honour for none other than "An Officer and Gentleman". 
A further honour bestowed upon him, when he was interviewed by SABC, the National Television 
Broadcaster on a Sunday morning on a Christian programme usually reserved for a certain group 
of the country’s population only. He was chosen from his local Church, Shekinah Temple to 
represent them as the Sunday School Superintendent. 
 
After passing out I visited Captain and his family at their home in Chatsworth. 
Captain, his dear wife Pam and family also visited me at my home in Pietermaritzburg. I recall his 
good lady Pam, bringing a cake for tea. (Mrs Lamech is a Cordon Bleu chef and a culinary specialist. 
Mentioned by Ms Janet Pillai, youngest daughter of Colonel S Pillai referred to the delectable 
granadilla tarts prepared by Mrs Lamech.) 
 
From 1986 after my promotion to commissioned rank (Lieutenant) I kept in contact with Captain on 
a regular basis as a young Officer, I was eager to obtain his advice, counsel and wisdom from an 
experienced, seasoned Man of God and police Officer, like Captain Lamech. I considered him as 
my mentor and a fatherly figure in my life. His counsel was always inspired from the Word of God. 
He was without a shadow of doubt destined to become a General with the General Staff based at 
Head Office. 
 
When the news of Captain's sudden death broke many members and officers of all population 
groups and the public mourned bitterly. 
 
His voice and his footsteps will reverberate in our hearts and those of others for years to come. 
A large contingent left from Pietermaritzburg to attend the funeral service. Thousands of mourners 
on this sad day in the history of South Africa, SAP, Training College, Wentworth, the community of 
Chatsworth and policemen and women of all creeds and colour descended to Chatsworth to pay 
their last respects. The funeral took the form of a celebration of the life and police career of our 
Captain Lamech. Tributes throughout the afternoon in the Church and at his gravesite referred to 
his humility, gentlemanly appearance. Let the exemplary life of Captain speak to us still living. “Death 
is the destiny of everyone; the living should take this to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2)(KJV).Death reminds 
us of the brevity of life and that we only have a certain amount of time to live and love well. 
I learnt on the fatal night, his dear wife Pam, found lodged inside his mess dress pocket an inscription 
- "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." -Philipians1:2(KJV). 
 
At the gravesite the Divisional Commissioner, Port Natal Division, took the final salute as the sound 
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of "The Last Post" was blasted by the lone trumpeter. I felt a lump in my throat as tears rolled down 
my eyes. 
 
Professor (Major General) D Govender in his insert for Lieutenant General DS (Sharma) Maharaj 
mentioned that the SA Police has lost one of its finest drill Instructors. 
 
Members including myself often express regret at his early passing, however we are not at liberty 
to question our Heavenly Father. "8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts." -Isaiah 55:8-9(KJV). 
 
The South African Police lost one of its finest Officers. 
 
My hero, my mentor gone but never forgotten. I salute you, good Sir! 
 
“6 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
 
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so, shall we ever be with the Lord." - 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (KJV). Will 
there ever be an officer as upright and perfect as him on earth again? I doubt that. 
It was a priceless privilege and honour to have made his acquaintance. 
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” 
Ecclesiastes 12:7(KJV). 
 
Logan Govender 
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TRIBUTES BY MEMBERS OF THE MINISTRY: TRIBUTES / 
OBITUARIES 

 
Photograph   
Reverend Brain Naidoo 
Former Minister of The Baptist Church, Chatsworth, Durban 
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THE LIFE OF DJ LAMECH 
Reverend Brain Naidoo 
 
The story of our lives differs even though we share a commonality. Each man and woman come to 
the earth for a specific time and gets to live out that DASH between life and death. How long a man 
lives and when a man dies no one can really put their finger on it. We are all called to put our hands 
to the plough and live a life or purpose via whatever profession one is called to in his or her lifetime. 
Lamech was a policeman and an officer in fact. He lived for society and the upliftment of law and 
order where justice rules. He also lived for the sanctuary where true joy is found. I have fond 
memories of him serving in ministry circles bringing a spirit of excellence to the encounters loaded 
with godly enthusiasm and encouragement. 
 
I used to visit his home and got to watch first-hand how he and his wife Pamela served their 
community and church. They were very involved in rearing and raising young lives in both the 
Sunday School and Youth Ministry in The Full Gospel Church. They were members of Shekinah 
Temple in Chatsworth at the later part of his journey. 
 
I remember fondly that they housed a missionary by the name of Martha in their house and took 
care of her as she served the community and church at large. They were both very instrumental in 
evangelism and led Zubeida to the Lord who later became a missionary and minister with her 
husband in Phoenix Durban. 
 
Every man has a song, story and voice and they can choose to be quiet or let it be heard. The size 
of an audience might differ but who is bigger than the Almighty. When we do things to the least of 
those we do it as unto the Lord. 
 
DOOSI JOHN LAMECH ...served well and despite the years having passed since then we know for 
sure and without a shadow of a doubt that his Labour was not in vain. In the time allocated to him 
he did not just exist but he lived it on a high note. R.I.P 
 
Article written by Rev. Brian Naidoo Ex Minister of the Baptist Church in Chatsworth Durban." 
 

 

TRIBUTE BY MS JENNIFER PALLIAM 

 
Photograph 

Ms Jennifer Palliam 
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The late Captain DJ Lamech was an astute man who stood tall not only in physique but also in 
character. 
 
The words of the song "When all foundations are shaken, You still reign and You still God" reminds 
me of Uncle Lamech as we fondly addressed him. His foundation was firmly built on the Lord Jesus 
Christ of which he directed his family, ministry and his career. 
 
Uncle Lamech loved the Lord Jesus Christ and because he was a man who knew how to give and 
carry out commands, he took the commands of the Bible very seriously. This led him to his ministry 
at the Shekinah Temple Church in Chatsworth where he served as Sunday School Superintendent 
of Elisha's Fountain. 
 
Uncle Lamech was not only responsible, dependable, kind and gentle but also a disciplinarian. Rules 
were made for a reason and that meant they had to be followed. I was a learner and a Sunday 
School Teacher under his leadership which developed my passion for working and teaching children 
biblical principles. Uncle Lamech was also one of the people and the reason why my late dad Joseph 
Thomas was in ministry as well. He served as an assistant Sunday School superintendent. 
One particular incident that I recall: My dad dropped my siblings and I off at Sunday School one day 
and we had to walk back home. Uncle Lamech, did not allow us to walk back home without adult 
supervision. As we walked back home, I stepped off the pavement and walked on the road. He 
spoke so gently and told me what I had done was wrong and dangerous. He ensured we crossed 
Road 602, which was the main road, safely and then proceeded to walk back to his home in Road 
606. 
 
He went beyond the call of duty in many situations and showed the love of Christ in his ministry and 
his walk of life. Uncle Lamech was respected and loved by both adults and children because he led 
by example. 
 
Uncle Lamech was held in very high esteem in the Unit Six area (now known as Arena Park) so 
much so that Elisha's Fountain Sunday School had more children from NON-Christian homes who 
faithfully attended every Sunday because parents entrusted their children's wellbeing into Uncle 
Lamech hands. 
 
This ministry also produced Sunday School teachers who later on became pastors. 
The names I recall are the late Pastors Basil and Zubie Armugam and Theo Chockolingam. 
On many occasions Uncle Lamech was called in to be a mediator and offered counselling to families 
who needed assistance. 
 
Uncle Lamech together with his dear wife, Aunty Joyce, were a very hospitable family and hosted 
many planning and prayer meetings at their home. The Lamech homestead was loving, warm 
welcoming and friendly. Their lifestyle was based on biblical standards. They led by example. 
The Elisha's Fountain Sunday School ministry held many successful and memorable events under 
Uncle Lamech's leadership. Children and parents looked forward to the annual Christmas treat. 
Children dramatized what they had learnt in song and dance which parents found to be fruitfully 
entertaining. 
 
In 1984, Elisha's Fountain Sunday School hosted the most successful inter Shekinah Sunday School 
Sports Day which was held at the Unit 6 Grounds. 
 
In 1985, he spearheaded the planning and undertook the responsibility of taking the entire Sunday 
School Family (adults and children) on a Year End Outing to the Hazelmere Dam in Verulam, to 
which they were catered for by a full-on braai. 
 
Those present at this event included both the saved and unsaved families, the Elders and their 
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families and Pastor Steven Tommy who was in charge of the Elisha's Fountain Zone. All expenses 
for this event were covered by the Sunday School. 
 
Uncle Lamech's ministry at Shekinah Temple Church is lovingly remembered by many. His faithful 
contributions to the church speak volumes because of the many who continue to serve in leadership 
who once were children under his care and guidance and are now adults. 
 
Captain DJ Lamech's name has not only been recorded historically in the South African Police force 
as a leader of noble character but also in the Shekinah Temple Church. More than any higher calling 
his name has been recorded in the Lamb's Book of Life because he loved the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
know without a shadow of doubt Uncle Lamech's home calling was welcomed with the words". 
Welcome home my good and faithful servant." I look forward to meeting Uncle Lamech one day on 
that beautiful shore on resurrection morning. Rest well Uncle Lamech and enjoy the beauty of 
heaven and the presence Jesus. 
 
Written by Jennifer Palliam 
Thank you 
GOD BLESS 
JENNIFER 

 

BETHESDA 

 
Image   
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Tribute to Lamech published in Church magazine “ 

LATE CAPTAIN DOOSI JOHN LAMECH 
 
Bethesda has been most fortunate in having within its ranks persons who have distinguished 
themselves both in the Church and in the secular employment. One such person is the late Brother 
DJ Lamech. 
 
Captain Doosi John Lamech commanded the respect of his colleagues in The South African Police, 
the students at the Wentworth Police Training College, the community and in Shekinah Temple 
(branch of Bethesda). He served as a senior Staff Officer at the Training College, and was involved 
in organising the SAP contingent at the Durban Tattoo. 
 
In the Church he distinguished himself as a dedicated Sunday School Superintendent. “Elisha’s 
Fountain “of the Fairhaven Assembly had the privilege of his leadership from the inception on 6 
August 1972. Three ministers are now in the field as products of this Sunday School. Brother 
Lamech and his wife Pamela Joyce were involved in leading many souls to Christ. 
He was a humble and reliable person. He had set a fine example of a devoted husband, a loving 
father, dedicated worker, a trusted colleague and friend. 
 
His work on earth has ended. He is with Christ. He passed on to glory on 17 December 1988 leaving 
a void that cannot be easily filled. He will always be remembered by ever so many people and 
especially his wife, Pamela Joyce, children, Beverley, Desiree, Delreeves, son-in-law, Barney, and 
his grandchildren, Cailin Lamech Harilal. 

 
TRIBUTES & MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCE 
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Image   
 

Telegram from the Attorney General of Natal, Attorney General and Mrs Michael Imber 
Transcript 
“Chatsworth 1988-12–21 09:00 
Lamech Family 
5 Syringa Avenue 
Kharwastan 
Chatsworth 
Please accept our heartfelt sympathy in your very sad and sudden loss. 
Attorney General and Mrs Michael Imber” 

 
 

 
Image   

Telegram from the Minister of Law and Order, Minister Adriaan Vlok and Mrs Vlok 
Transcript 
“Chatsworth 1988-12-22 16:30 
Mrs PJ Lamech 
5 Syringa Avenue 
Kharwastan 
Durban 
Deepest sympathy with your loss. May God Bless and grant you strength in these difficult times. 
Minister Adriaan look Minister of Law and Order and Mrs Vlok” 
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Message of sympathy and condolence from Peter and Val Wilkins 

 
Transcript 
May the Lord be with you 
A message of sympathy 
Helen Steiner Rice 
Message of Sympathy and condolence from Peter and Val Wilkins 
“When it’s hard to understand, 
Let the Saviour take your hand 
Faith makes all things clear. 
Helen Steiner Rice 
May the Lord bless you with the peace of understanding, the strength of faith, and the comfort of 
His love. 
Helen Steiner Rice” 

 
 

“Dearest Pam - it was with shock and disbelief that we heard of the death of Lamech. How tragic 
and unfair it all seems. There is no need for us to tell you what a wonderful person Lamech was- as 
a man and as a policeman. He really was someone special - so gentle and kind. He’s going to leave 
a huge gap in many people’s lives. We were so sorry that we weren’t able to be nearer but will 
definitely contact you on our return. God Bless you and the family. All love 
Peter and Val Wilkins.” 
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Message of Sympathy and condolence from Lieutenant General and Mrs AB Conradie 
Transcript 
“May God’s Love Comfort You 
Just a prayerful little way to say you’re thought about today.” 
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Message of Sympathy and condolence from Brigadier and Mrs JG Slabbert 
 
Transcript 
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“As time goes by 
We think of friends 
That we have known 
And feel because 
They’re in our lives 
We’re not alone 
Thinking of you in sympathy 
And wanting you to know 
More thoughts and prayers are with you now 
Then any words can show 
I will always remember your late husband for his friendliness and well behaviour. 
We pray for you and your relatives 
God’s Blessings.” 

 
 

 
Image  
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Message of Sympathy and Condolence Paul and Zelda Bothma 
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Transcript 
 

“God Bless and comfort you 
December 1988 
Dear Pam and children 
Our heartfelt sympathy with the loss of your friend and very capable husband and father. 
Love 
Paul and Zelda Bothma” 
In this this of sorrow, may God bless you with the peace of His presence and the comfort of His 
love.” 
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Sympathy and Condolence from Marie Van Niekerk & General 
Transcript 
 
 

“God, give us grace 
To accept with 
SERENITY 
the things that cannot be changed, 
COURAGE 
To change the things which should be changed, 
And the 
WISDOM 
to distinguish the one from the other. 
-Reinhold Niebuhr 
To: My dear friend, Pam 
From: Marie van Niekerk and General” 

 

 
Image 
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Message of Sympathy and Condolence from Major General and Mrs AJ van Dyk 
Transcript 
“With Sincere Sympathy 
May you find comfort in the thought 
Your loss is shared today 
By those who care and sympathize 
Far more than words can say 
 
Dear Mrs Lamech 
It was with great shock and sorrow that we have learned of your husband’s sudden death. The fact 
that he was always so full of vigour makes his passing away so much more unacceptable. 
I know that for many months to come there will be sorrow in your home and life and that you will 
miss him notwithstanding all the condolences you may receive. 
 
There are however so many good things to remember him by so that all the memories will always 
be like beautiful flowers. He was not only a wonderful person and an outstanding man, an Officer 
and a Gentleman in the true sense of the words. He was one of the best Officers the South African 
Police has produced and the Police, South Africa and all his friends will miss him and will be poorer 
without him. 
Be assured of our deepest sympathy with your loss. You will be in our thoughts and prayers 
permanently and when we visit Durban again, we will someday come and visit again. 
Sincerely” 
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Transcript 
Joe and Grace 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
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20 December, 1988 
Mrs Joyce Lamech Doosi, 
5 Syringa Avenue, 
Kharwastan, Durban, 4092 
Republic of South Africa. 
 
Our dear Joyce, 
We were shocked and saddened by the sudden loss of our dearest cousin Lamech whom we all 
love and respect so deeply for his excellent life. A friend in Johannesburg called and conveyed this 
news to us 7:30 am (USA) and we were overwhelmed with sorrow for you and the children he has 
left behind. Dear Lamech is a very precious and lovable cousin at all times and we will with rest of 
the families miss seeing his dear and calm face that was always full of love. 
 
John was called an hour ago and he has filled us with some details and said Lamech was given an 
honourable funeral and that it was well attended. All our thoughts were with you and the family the 
whole morning as dear Lamech was laid to rest. Our hearts were heavy with sorrow this day and 
our eyes were full of tears. 
 
It is difficult to write this letter when our sorrow is so fresh and our hearts are broken. We feel deeply 
the sorrow and pain you are going through this day. We are with you in Spirit and wish we were 
there to weep with you and encourage you and the children with the words of hope the Saviour 
gives. 
 
We are happy for dear Lamech that his example and faith and his work in the service of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and for his country and his fellow human beings will be remembered for all times. 
His excellent character and outstanding and pleasant personality now carried into the after-life in 
God’s presence will be always a shining experience to countless people. 
 
We love you Joyce and your children and our prayers will be for your comfort and peace. You know 
our Lord promised, “that where I am there you will be also” John 14:13, and may this divine promise 
bring you comfort as nothing else can. Some golden daybreak we shall all be together we shall see 
dear Lamech and all our loved ones, singing and rejoicing in the presence of our Lord. 
God bless you and the dear children and we will pray that in the days ahead the Lord Jesus will 
deeply comfort you and strengthen you and supply all your needs according to His riches in glory. 
Very affectionately Yours, 
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MESSAGE OF SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCE FROM AA JOSEPH 
 
Transcript 
“Many special thoughts of sympathy are with you in the loss of your loved one. 
 
Went on to say “He was not only my Captain. He was my friend.” 
I guess that says it all 
To you and yours- may God grant you the strength to cope with this heavy loss. 
I believe that we are all richer in experience for having known so Great yet so humble. 
A man as the “Captain” 
We salute him and his family. 
God bless you all 
 
Dear Mrs Lamech and family 
This may be a belated message but I believe it comes at a time when your loved one is sorely 
missed especially at these festive. I just wanted you to know that I met the Captain at one of our 
Church dances and thereafter at SAP functions. For his contributions to our Church functions. Our 
heartfelt thanks. Your family ma’am, has lent a touch of dignity and class to our functions. The few 
times that I associated with him impressed upon me-what an absolute gentleman he was. He always 
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seemed so happy and carefree-very kind and considerate. The manifestations of the kind of person 
he was-was evident in the kind of funeral he had. Such solemnity, such dignity-so fitting too!!! 
 
You and your family conducted yourselves in such a splendid manner. You know, I actually 
witnessed big grown men, yes, policemen in uniform-sobbing bitterly at the graveside and when I 
said to one of them “He must have been a gentleman” he replied “He was the best” he also went on 
to say “He was not only my Captain. He was my friend.” 
 
I guess that says it all. 
 
To you and yours-may God grant you the strength to cope with this great loss. 
I believe that we are all much richer in experience for having known so Great yet so humble, 
A man as the “Captain” 
We salute him and his family. 
God bless you all. 
AA Joseph 
From Catholic Church 

 
Chatsworth 
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Dedication by Mrs Lamech 
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Transcript 
“Lamech D.J. 
33 years ago, and it’s difficult to understand why you were taken away from us so suddenly. I thank 
God for taking care of us during your sad absence. We cannot explain the pain we feel right now. 
Your absence is a silent grief. You were our prized possession. You shaped our lives & built our 
home with precious memories. Happiness, love & joy were abundant in our home. The memory of 
your unselfish, unconditional love & care, will never be forgotten. Your life with its infinite humility 
and dignity will linger on. You have left an irreplaceable void. But a legacy & role model for many to 
emulate. Thank you for sharing your beautiful life with us. Our precious possession you will always 
be loved and remembered by Wife Pam, Children Beverley, Desiree, Delreeves, Grandchildren, 
Caitlin & Caitlin, Family and Friends.” 

 
Photograph  

Beverley and Mrs Lamech standing alongside the memorabilia and photographic collage of the SA 
Police, Training Colleges. 
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POLICE COLLEGE OPENED 
 
Transcript 
“Police College opened 
The Chatsworth Police College in Durban was officially opened by the Commissioner of Police 
General Johan van der Merwe, at a banquet last week. Streets and buildings within the college 
complex have been named after high-ranking police officers. 
 
Caption above 
The Commissioner of Police, General JOHAN VAN DER MERWE congratulates retired Captain 
Govindsamy Reddy, right, who pioneered the building of the new college, now under the command 
of Lt-Col MUNSAMY (RUNGASAMY) RUNGASAMY (MUNSAMY), left”. 
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Mrs Pam Lamech unveils the plaque in memory of her husband Captain DJ Lamech. 
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The Commissioner of the South African Police, General JV van der Merwe is seen handing a 
certificate over to Mrs Pam Lamech, (wife of Captain DJ Lamech) in recognition of his services 
rendered to the SA Police, after she unveiled the plague of the Mess Hall which was named after 
her late husband. Colonel Dickey Rungasamy Munsamy, late (Commanding Officer of SA Police, 
Training College, Chatsworth.) looks on. 
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Photograph  
Mess Hall at SA Police, College, Chatsworth was named Captain DJ Lamech Building. 

 
During 1991 after Captain was called Home, Mrs Pam Lamech a stalwart of the SA Police, Ladies 
Club in Durban together with the spouses of serving Indian Police Generals Morgan Chetty and DS 
(Sharma) Maharaj wives, Brigadier Indera Chetty and Mrs Shanti Maharaj were actively involved in 
raising funds for various charities. A sum of R 4 000 was raised and handed over during October 
1991. 

 

 
 

Photograph 
Brigadier I Chetty; Mrs Pam Lamech and Mrs Shanthi Maharaj at the handing over. 
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NONGQAI TRUST | IT 002701/2018(T) 
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THANK YOU! | DANKIE! 
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NAWOORD | AFTERWORD  
This dense compilation of stories, tributes, events, memories, images and memorabilia, in honour 
of a great man, an officer and a gentleman, the late Captain DJ Lamech, is so befitting. 
 
In preparing this Afterword, on behalf of my late Dad, (Ret.) Colonel Rungasamy Munsamy, who 
was a friend and dear colleague to the late Capt Lamech, I am reminded of a beautiful quote by 
Nelson Mandela that resonates so aptly with the life story and achievements of the revered late Capt 
Lamech, and it reads as follows, “What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is 
what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life 
we lead.” 
 
Colonel Logan Govender, the author; and all the writers and contributors to this Special Edition of 
the Nongqai in honour of Capt Lamech, have not spared any details in describing the iconic and 
industrious police officer. 

 
Photograph  
(L-R) Brigadier M Chetty, Lieut R Ellapen, Colonel DS Maharaj, Lt-Colonel R Munsamy, Lt DJ 
Lamech, Major G Pillay at a Medal Parade hosted in Durban (not quite sure of the year) 
As a young girl, together with my parents and siblings, I often had the privilege of meeting Capt 
Lamech and his beautiful family, when we gathered at events hosted by the then ‘Indian Officers 
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Club’ and ‘Police Ladies Club’. Although a soft-spoken, calm and humble individual, Capt Lamech 
exuded a gentle smile and subtle aura of authority. My Dad, often spoke very fondly of him and his 
dear wife, whom I referred to as Aunty Pam. No doubt she was a bubbly personality and a pillar of 
support to Capt Lamech and their three (3) children. What stood out for my Dad, which he so often 
alluded to, was the impeccable work ethic and integrity of Capt Lamech. He too remembered him 
as a dedicated, loyal, knowledgeable and competent instructor, who trained thousands of new 
recruits, building character through drill, physical training, musketry and academic learning at the 
Wentworth Police Training College. He fondly described Capt Lamech during our conversations, as 
a ‘God-fearing’ man, dedicated husband, loving father, reliable friend and an inspiration to all who 
encountered him. 
 
I am sure choosing the career of a police officer in the era of the 1960s, when Capt Lamech was 
enlisted together with some of the first Indian recruits, was a noble calling, but a daunting journey 
coupled with trials of having to endure prejudice, slow career growth and few opportunities for non-
white police officers. 
 
Capt Lamech strived in excellence throughout and achieved the commissioned rank, which at the 
time was afforded to only few dedicated officers who were determined to grow in the ranks and 
empower themselves through police studies. “He worked diligently, and he did not receive anyfree-
promotions”, said my Dad. By the various vivid accounts in this edition, Capt Lamech was 
recognised as a seasoned police officer who was well-respected and admired by many. The many 
interesting tributes by family, peers and colleagues speak volumes of this legendary officer. 
Whilst Capt Lamech worked hard, he played hard too…enjoying leisurely family time, serving his 
community, religious organisations and travelling. His penchant for good music and ballroom 
dancing, where he swayed his wife so gracefully on the dance floor to the beats, performing the 
Salsa, the Cha-Cha, the Waltz, like a professional dancer, will always be remembered. Sadly, after 
26 years of loyal service in many pioneering roles within the Force, Capt Lamech passed on…doing 
what he loved - dancing! 
 
Lt-Col Delreeves Lamech, also a respected serving police officer, who is an epitome of his Dad, was 
surely inspired like many of us by the wonderous careers of our fathers to take up arms and become 
police officers. 
 
Remember, “what you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what is woven 
into the life of others” (Pericles) 
 
You did us, your family and South Africa so proud, Capt Lamech! May the legacy of Capt Lamech 
live on! 

 
Photograph 

Colonel Rungasamy Munsamy 
In memory of the late and great Capt Doosi John Lamech 

Compiled by: Adv Karen Pillay 
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Photograph 

Advocate Karen Pillay 
(Daughter of the late Colonel Rungasamy Munsamy) 

 

 

APOLOGY 
I wish to express my sincere apology and regret for the numerous delays in the completion of this 
work which were beyond my control. Unforeseen circumstances, including prolonged illness had 
prevented it from been published much earlier as anticipated. My apologies to the family of the late 
Captain DJ Lamech and the many other Police Officers, Members of the Ministry and others persons 
who contributed and have made this publication possible. Logan 
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