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VOORWOORD | FOREWORD 

 
 

Captain (Adv) Radika Marimuthu  
The South African Police Service through their timeless annals of history 
have been the proud proponents of meritorious female police officers. 
 
 This has been indicative with the vast academic, personal, and 
professional successes and achievements by these extraordinary ladies in 
blue that are extolled by them in time immemorial. 
 
 Consequently, it is only befitting that a magnanimous tribute be penned to 
honour and applaud the plethora of triumphs by these magnificent women. 
 
 The ethos and outlook of women in the service over the years have evolved 
and heightened in line with their enhanced goals and visions. The 
perception of society in terms of female police officers have been 
transformed through their dynamic actions and accomplishments. 

 
It is not only the arduous, rigorous training that has honed and shaped these fine women but also 
their will to excel and justly hold their own in a previously male dominated institution. 
 
In a world where these exemplary ladies have magically juggled with pregnancies, teething issues, 
howling babies, day-care challenges, managing households, supporting parents and in-laws, and 
keeping a straight face with Commanders, it is only trite justice that they are bestowed with acclaim 
and accolades in full measure. 
 
In the execution of their duty these resilient policewomen have honourably given credence to Sir 
Robert Peel’s principles of policing. 
 
It is with this affirmation powered by the prestigious legacies that have been enshrined in the 
hallmark of time that I with sincerity pen this moving tribute to a stalwart among women Lt-Colonel 
Anita Naidu who selflessly dedicated 39 years and 3 months of her life to serving and protecting her 
country and its people.  
 
On 31st August 2021 Lt-Col Anita Naidu, The Sub - Section Commander: Asset Management and 
Expert Services at Provincial HQ KZN SCM, with elegance and dignity, gracefully bid farewell to the 
Police Service after having completed her final tenure of duty. 
 
It was a momentous day in the history of time for Lt-Col Naidu. 
 
That was the memorable day that she signed off on her illustrious career in the South African Police 
Services.  
 
 With pride, dignity and honour Lt-Col Naidu lay down her arms knowing full well that she has 
executed her duty with honesty, integrity, and valour. 
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In my interaction with Lt-Col Naidu during our years together at SAPS Isipingo and at The Provincial 
Office, KZN, her innate love for people shone through her brilliant smile.  
 
She has this uncanny loveable quality of taking a genuine, personal in interest in all those around 
her and imparting her imperfectly perfect wisdom whether you needed it. 
 
 If Lt-Col Naidu held the opinion that you had to hear it, she would regale you with pearls of wisdom 
whether you were inclined to listen or not.  
 
Every morning she would burst into our office with her sparkling aura going into a sporadic frenzy 
as she would update us on her hither, tither evening and how she landed into the emergency room 
after she swallowed an office pin. This was at the height of one of her three pregnancies. After 
digesting it and then frantically ruminating whether to tell her other half or not, common sense 
prevailed, and the rest is history. The emergency room at the local hospital that night sparkled with 
her brand of magic as the medical team fussed and jumped hoops around her. 
 
Our office at SAPS Isipingo would resonate with peals of rippling laughter until we were chastised 
for disturbing the peace. 
 
Momentarily, at least calm with prevail as she sat poker faced for a while whilst her mind buzzed 
around with a series of new stories just waiting to bubble out of her impatient lips. 
 
 Lt-Col Naidu has, as her greatest strength, her genuine love for helping others and this has been 
indicative in her duty throughout her career.  
 
Her incandescent love and warmth have held her in great stead whether operational or at the office. 
I believe her motto towards her Senior Officers, colleagues, and those in her circle at work was, ‘Ask 
and Thou shall Receive.’ 
 
Lt-Col Naidu can proudly sign off in her Books of Time as having served The South African Police 
Service with Honour, Courage, Valour and Dedication. Not only did she uphold the image and values 
of her parents and her family, but she also flew the flag of the South African Police victoriously high. 
Lt-Col Naidu, I salute you for your commitment to duty and the prestige and glory with which you 
have served. You can proudly sign off with the ideal that you have served and protected your country 
and its people selflessly and with unconditional commitment and dedication. 
 
 The eloquent words of Tata Madiba so befittingly describe your long walk of selfless commitment 
to The South African Police Service, “What counts is not the mere fact that we have lived. It is what 
difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life we 
lead.”  
 
May God bless you and your family for their support and love to you and your duty. May your 
retirement resonate with beauty and peace that you have so rightfully earned and so justly deserve.  
Radhika Marimuthu Advocate (Captain) 

• Hons BA (Unisa) 

• BA LLB (Unisa) 

• BA (Pol) Science (Unisa) 

• Practical Legal Training (UKZN) 

• Practice Management (LeadSA) 

• Advanced Study, Investigation and Prosecution of Intellectual Property Crime (Interpol) 
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VOORBLAD | FRONT COVER 
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POLISIEGESKIEDENIS | POLICE HISTORY 

 

SPECIAL NONGQAI: LIEUTENANT-COLONEL (F) ANITA NAIDU: ONE 
OF THE FIRST INDIAN FEMALES INDUCTED INTO THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN POLICE 
 

Compiled by Lieutenant-Colonel (f) Anita Naidu, edited and set out for 
publication by Logan Govender 
 

  
Lieutenant-Colonel Anita Naidu seated behind her office desk. 
I became part of the historic pioneering group after I joined the SA Police on 1982-05-17 as one of 
the FIRST FEMALES of Indian descent who was inducted into the SA Police. I was in platoon No 1 
at the SA Police, based at Training College for Females in Cato Manor, Durban, where the training 
of Indian females was undertaken. 
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Image page 16 
Fiat Lux 
Collection from University of KwaZulu-Natal, Special Collections, Gandhi-Luthuli Documentation, 
Westville Campus. Courtesy of Mr T Munsamy, Senior Librarian, Documentation Centre. Fiat Lux 
pages 16; 17; 18 dated May 1982 
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Transcript: 
SOUTH AFRICA’S NEW POLICEWOMEN 
Sixteen Indian Policewoman were sworn in at a special function at the Durban’s Wentworth Police 
Training College yesterday. The women will be given the same training as their male counterparts 
which will include the handling of guns. Brigadier Visser, Divisional Commissioner of Police, who 
was the guest of honour, said the women had pioneered the way for other trainees in the future. 
 
Caption 1: Two Indian Policewomen in their new outfits. 
 

Caption 2:  The sixteen Indian Policewomen pictured here with Brigadier JS Visser (Divisional 
Commissioner, Port Natal Division); Warrant Officer Indera Chetty (Newly appointed); and Brigadier 
Duveen Botha (Officer Commanding Policewomen). 
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Image page 17 
Caption 3: Brigadier Botha addressing the newly appointed Policewomen at the official 
function. (Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai is seated 2nd left - Logan Govender [LG]) 
Caption 4: The Policewomen receiving their kits and instructions. 
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Image page 18 
Caption 5: One of the Policewomen signing the attestation papers at the official swearing in 
ceremony. 
Caption 6: After the official function Brigadier Botha shares a joke with the new Policewomen 
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Photograph & enlargement with names 

 
South African Police, Platoon 1, 
May 1982 - November 1982 
Middle row, L-R, A Singh / Naidu, 8th 
 

Their Commanding Officer at the SA Police, Training College for males at Wentworth and females 
in Cato Manor was Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai and the Supervisor for the ladies in Cato Manor was 
Warrant Officer (f) Indera Chetty, (later Commanding Officer of SA Police, Female Training College, 
Cato Manor thereafter Brigadier, Commanding Officer of SA Police, Training College, Pretoria - 
[LG]) 
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Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai, late 
Photograph colourised by the courtesy Ms Jennifer Bosch at the request of Brigadier Hennie 
Heymans 
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Brigadier (f) Indera Chetty 
After Colonel Pillai’s passing in December 1982, Major Morgan Chetty (husband of Indera Chetty) 
was appointed the Commanding Officer of both SA Police, Training Colleges, Wentworth and Cato 
Manor. 

 
Lieutenant General Morgan Chetty, late (former Commanding Officer of SA Police, Training 
Colleges, Wentworth and Cato Manor; Deputy Commissioner of SA Police Service) 
 

After completing my six months of basic training at SAPS Training College, Cato Manor in November 
1982, I was posted to SAP Isipingo as a newly appointed female Constable in the uniform section. 
Major DS (Sharma) Maharaj, late (former Lieutenant General, first Indian Provincial Commissioner, 
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Gauteng Province) was the Station Commander till December 1982. He was succeeded by Captain 
Rungasamy Munsamy (Lieutenant-Colonel, former Commanding Officer, SA Police, Training 
College, Chatsworth). Maharaj was transferred to the first Indian Police District established in 
Chatsworth later relocated to Cato Manor. 

 
Left: Lieutenant General DS (Sharma) Maharaj 
Right: Lieutenant-Colonel Rungasamy Munsamy 
 
I have worked in various posts at the station. 
 

- Administrative duties 
- Community Service Centre 
- Enquiry Staff- Investigation duties 
- Camp Guard duties. 
 

I worked under the domain of men in uniform, and being the first policewoman, I had to adjust and 
perform accordingly. 
 

Some of the policemen were self-centred and made comments and remarks that the police woman 
should perform the same duties as their male contemporaries and not be exempted. After some 
time, things improved and we earned a form of acceptance, as we shared office space, vehicles and 
shared a meal with each other. This created a bond and soon we began to work together as a team. 
 

The Isipingo policing area is very complex and large and it catered for a diverse community. 
Every task allocated to me was exciting and challenging but I handled them with pride and much 
guidance from my peers and other senior members. 
 

Discipline, trust, honesty and respect was the key to my success. 
I was taught by my mentors that hard work, perseverance, commitment and dedication will take me 
a long way and this became my motto. 
 

Every day there was new challenges, but I was able to handle it head on. In 1990 I was transferred 
to the Cato Manor District Commissioner's Office under the Command of the District Commissioner, 
Lieutenant-Colonel DS (Sharma) Maharaj and was tasked to perform administrative duties. 
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General Maharaj was a strict disciplinarian and a meticulous Officer and never hesitated to discipline 
or caution members or Officers at any time. 
 

During December 1994 the District Commissioner's office ceased to exist and the members were 
transferred out to various police stations. 
 

I was posted to SAPS Bayview under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel K (Nelson) Naidu, my 
husband, Station Commander, performing administrative and investigation duties. 

 
Photograph: Lieutenant-Colonels (f) Anita and her 
dear husband, K (Nelson) Naidu at a Medal Parade 
held in 1997 at SA Police, Training College in 
Chatsworth. K Naidu appears to have been one the 
Aides-de-Camp at the Parade. 

 
During 2001 I was transferred to the Area Commis-
sioner's Office, Durban South as a Warrant Officer 
and applied for a promotion post and was promoted 
to a Captain in 2003. After my promotion to Captain I 
performed administrative duties and was the Staff 
Officer to the Area Commissioner, Major General B 
Ramsaroop and his Deputy Area Commissioners. 
In 2006 December the Area Commissioner's office 
was restructured I was transferred to SAPS Hillcrest 
as the Crime Prevention Officer and later that year I 
was posted to SAPS Chatsworth, at the Cluster 
Office. 
 
Due to restructuring in 2009 I was once again 
transferred to the SAPS Inanda Cluster Office, again 
under the command of Cluster Commander Major 
General B Ramsaroop. 

 
Inanda Cluster was known as the Presidential Cluster 
due to the high crime rate and political violence that 
frequently occurred within the area. 

 
The Cluster comprised of five police stations and five 
police precincts namely, SAPS Inanda, Kwa Mashu, 
Sydenham, Newlands East and Greenwood Park. 

 
Contact crimes within Inanda and Kwa Mashu areas were the highest recorded nationally. 
Amidst the vast and notorious crime ridden area I took up the challenge. 
Only three members functioned at the cluster office, but this did not deter us from efficiently 
executing our duties. The staff complement was increased at the Cluster as time went on. 
The duties I performed in the Cluster office was crime prevention, administrative duties as well as 
the Management of Information of Crime (MIC) officer. 
 
During my working experience I was exposed to real hard-core crimes and faced many challenges 
and obstacles. 
 
This was a real eye opener the least to say but looking back I can honestly say that the real exposure 
and satisfaction came from committing myself to do my best no matter what the circumstances were. 
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The number of murder cases reported over weekends was between 15 to 20, Rapes and crimes 
against woman and children between 40 to 50, Robberies and business robberies in excess of 25 
in addition cash in transit, political violence are a few to mention. 
 
Through it all I grew resilient and took every day in my stride towards the betterment and safety of 
the community. 
 
There were many days of uncertainty as we were unable able to go off duty at the normal time. We 
were compelled to continue to perform functional duties in an effort to improve visibility and stabilize 
affected areas. 
 
I am eternally grateful for having the privilege of working with capable and knowledgeable police 
officers and Senior Officers who made enormous sacrifices that impacted my police career with a 
wealth of experience. 
 
Some of my mentors have sadly passed on, many have retried and are now enjoying quality family 
time.  I will forever be grateful to all those Officers and members who were a part of my police 
journey. 
 
One of my Commanders and mentors was Colonel Rickey Naicker whom I came into contact with 
at the Inanda Cluster. He was the Crime Prevention Head, under whose command I served.  I was 
heartbroken and saddened by his recent passing on whilst he was still an active Officer at SAPS 
Phoenix. He was indeed a true officer and a gentleman who made sure that those serving under his 
command were safe at all times. 
 
The best years of my policing career was working at the Inanda Cluster where I experienced much 
happiness, satisfaction and appreciation from the community members after a long and hard day. 
This came through sheer commitment, trust, and dedication from all concerned. 
 
This was worth the while after persons suspected of having committed crimes were arrested and 
incarcerated. 
 
Members worked in total harmony and unity and never complained even when they had to go 
beyond the call of our duties and continue working countless hours without any additional 
remuneration. 
 
Clerical staff from the Cluster will go the extra mile and beyond by often being part of the team and 
provide support by remaining at the office, performing administrative duties and by preparing meals 
for everyone at the office. 
 
This was indeed a blessing as officers and members took the time to care and protect one another 
and this gave us the assurance that we can rely on each other. 
All population groups worked in harmony making sure that everyone was cared for and protected 
and each had the other's back. 
 
The community benefited and they showed great respect and appreciation to the police men and 
woman for the added presence of police personnel. 
 
This gave them a sense of security from the criminal element. 
 
In May 2012, I was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel whilst still at the Inanda Cluster as 
the Management of Information Crime Officer. 
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I have taken my duties seriously and worked well together with a strong management team headed 
by Major General Ramsaroop. 
 

 
Major General Raj Ramsaroop 
 
 
I worked alongside Major General Ramsaroop from November 2003 until March 2014. The General 
was considered a disciplinarian and a no-nonsense Officer. His excellent knowledge of police duties, 
managerial skills, ability to resolve conflict and integrity was passed down to those working alongside 
him. He was one of my mentors that had a major positive impact on my career. 
He would never settle for second best, even if you had to continue to work until the next morning. 
 
Although he was a strict officer, he had much compassion and empathy for his staff. 
He did not discriminate between men and woman and treated all fairly. I took a leaf of his book and 
continued my duties diligently and with pride. I salute you Major General Ramsaroop. 
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Official opening of the Inanda Police Station and Medal Parade. Lieutenant-Colonel Naidu was the 
recipient of two service medals. The South African Police Medal for Faithful Service. For 10 years 
Faithful Service and Exemplary Conduct. The South African Police Star for Faithful Service. For 20 
years Faithful Service and Exemplary Conduct. 
 

During March 2014 I was transferred to the Provincial Office in KwaZulu Natal, Supply Chain 
Management environment, Facility Management. 
 

My duties and responsibilities were the Asset Management within the KZN Province. 
My immediate Commander was Colonel Nalini Premsingh who has guided and mentored me 
through the last chapter of my career until my retirement. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed working in my current post and accepted the challenges that I faced and 
overcame them through divine guidance. 
 

My duties were not always office bound and this gave me the opportunity to travel throughout the 
province conducting inspections of police stations, units and border posts. This included training of 
members and rendering assistance at various police stations and border posts, many of which were 
situated in deep rural areas. 
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Official Opening of SA Police, Chatsworth after it was revamped in 2017. From L-R, Lieutenant-
Colonels A Naidu; D Veldhuizen, unknown media representative; Colonel K Nair. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel (f) Anita Naidu during an audit at the Onverwacht Border Control, between 

South Africa and Swaziland between 2017 / 19 
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Lieutenant-Colonel (f) Anita Naidu during an audit at the Pongola Border Control, between South 

Africa and Swaziland between 2017 / 2019 
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During 22-26th July 2019 a training session undertaken with members in Pietermaritzburg. 
Colonels Machitjie (National Head Office), 2nd from right; Premsingh and Naidu. 

 

 
Taken during July 2018 during a station inspection and audit at KwaDukuza, KwaZulu Natal. 

Naidu was detached to perform duties in 2019 in Estcourt during the elections. 
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During February 2019, Naidu inspecting Mpophomeni Station, near Howick, KwaZulu Natal. 
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I was taken aback and am very passionate after I have had first-hand knowledge and experience 
with members in the rural and deep rural areas. I witnessed them utilizing minimal resources both 
human and physical, and providing the community with the best service that they could offer with 
limited resources. 
 

Their limitations do not prevent them from performing their daily duties and going the extra mile in 
order to complete their daily tasks. 
 

Members from the rural stations and deep rural stations willingly received and assisted visiting 
members and Officers from the Provincial office. 
 

I will miss my daily interaction with members and officers from the various police stations and my 
current office. 
 

I take this opportunity to express my heart felt gratitude to my fellow Senior Officers and colleagues 
who has been a part of my police career. 
 

Thank you all for the knowledge imparted to me and the support given throughout the years. 
 

I will miss everyone after having served in the SAPS for thirty-nine years and three months with an 
unbroken service. 
 

I could have not done it on my own, without your support and God by my side. 
This has taught me to appreciate and love every day and to put God first in everything I do. 
A big thank you goes out to my most treasured and beautiful family, my dear husband and my three 
doting children who always stood by me when the things got tough. 
 

You are my pillar of strength and have sacrificed your sleep, weekends and school holidays whilst I 
was away at work. 
 

There were days when I would only return home the following morning as duty called. 
Just the sound of my voice, you guys will be dashing out of your beds or play corner to give me that 
warm hug and touch. 
 

I promise you that will move heaven and earth for you my precious family. 
To my mum who is 86 years old and my siblings, you have been my shining star in supporting me 
throughout my career and helped to raise my children emotionally, morally and even financially when 
I was at work and even during the difficult days. 
 

I thank you all from the bottom of my heart. 
 

I love you all. 
 

Thank you. 
 

Anita Naidu 

 
Logan Govender  

 
 

 



28 
Nongqai Vol 13 No 2B – Col Anita Naidu 

Addendum: Tribute courtesy  
Captain (f) Radika Marimuthu 

S A I P A  

 
31st August 2021 marks 39 years and 3 months of distinguished service for Lt Col ANITA NAIDU, 
The Sub - Section Commander: Asset Management and Expert Services at Provincial HQ KZN 
SCM. 
It is also a momentous day in the history of time for Col Naidu. 
Today is the day that she signs off on her illustrious career in the SAPS. 
With pride, dignity and honour Col Naidu can lay down her arms knowing full well that she has 
executed her duty with honesty, integrity and valour. 
In my interaction with Col Naidu during our many years together at SAPS Isipingo her innate love 
for people shone through her brilliant smile.  
She has this uncanny loveable quality of taking a genuine, personal in interest in all those around 
her and imparting her perfect wisdom whether or not you needed it. If she felt you had to hear it, she 
would regale you with pearls of wisdom whether you were inclined to listen or not.  
Every morning she would burst into our office with her sparkling aura going into a sporadic frenzy 
as she would update us on her hither, tither evening and how she landed into the emergency room 
after she swallowed an office pin.  
After digesting it and then frantically ruminating whether to tell her other half or not, common sense 
prevailed and the rest is history. 
Our office would resonate with peals of rippling laughter until we were chastised for disturbing the 
peace… Momentarily… At least… Until she came up with the next bout of humour.  
Col Naidu has, as her greatest strength, her genuine love for helping others and this has been 
indicative in her duty throughout her career.  
Her incandescent love and warmth have held her in great stead whether operational or at the office.  
Today, Col Naidu… You can proudly sign off in your Books of Time... That you have served The 
SAPS with Honour, Courage, Valour and Dedication.  
Today we at SAIPA salute you for your commitment to duty.  
You can proudly sign off… 'I have served and protected my country and its people.'  

God bless you and your family for their support and love to you and your duty.  

Go Well… Go Safe… Stay blessed 

 
 
Servamus et Servimus 
With Respect 
Captain Radhika Marim 
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NONGQAI TRUST | IT 002701/2018(T) 
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THANK YOU! | DANKIE! 
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BOOKS | BOEKE 
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NAWOORD | AFTERWORD 
Col Logan Govender 

It was a historic moment for females of Indian descent in South Africa on 17 
May 1982 as they were the first group to be inducted into the SA Police. A 
proud moment for Anita Singh who was one of the sixteen that passed the 
rigorous test that the numerous candidates faced. To have been selected 
amongst the sixteen was a commendable achievement. 
 
The Head of South African Policewomen, Brigadier Duveen Botha, The 
Divisional Commissioner, (Port Natal Division) Brigadier JS Visser, The first 
Indian Female, Warrant Officer Indera Chetty, (A former school teacher. 
Brigadier, First Indian and Female Commanding Officer of SA Police, 
Training College, Pretoria [previously dominated by male officers.]) and the 
Legendary Lieutenant-Colonel S Pillai, the First Indian Commanding Officer 
of SA Police, Training College, Wentworth were amongst the dignitaries 
present. 

 

 
This Is an excerpt from The Daily News in May 1982 that is of significance with regard to Police-
women of Indian descent. 
"Indera (Indira) leads the new recruits. 
Daily News Reporter 
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A BA-degree and honours in criminology helped Mrs Indera (Indira) Chetty of Merebank, Durban. 
Mrs Chetty who was given the rank of Warrant Officer."  
 
It must have a daunting experience for the young lady as the discipline was strict; impeccable 
punctuality; extraneous duties such as cleaning, polishing and shining to a mirror shine. The long 
hours and the strenuous training must have been exhausting. Despite all the challenges that faced 
this young lady, she overcame and conquered the arduous six months of intense basic police 
training. 
 
Anita Singh married Kasaval Nelson Naidu on 1985-02-02. The couple have three children and 5 
grandchildren. 
 
After completing her basic police training, she was posted to Isipingo on the South Coast of Kwa-
Zulu Natal where she was again faced with further challenges in a predominantly male domain. 
However, Singh overcame and appeared to be resilient and was a quick learner. She was appointed 
to perform duties at the office of the first Indian District in Chatsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel DS 
(Sharma) Maharaj, late (First Indian Provincial Commissioner, Gauteng) the first Indian District 
Commandant of Chatsworth police district. 
 
Four years later she was transferred and worked alongside her husband K (Nelson) Naidu who was 
the Station Commander of SA Police, Bayview in Chatsworth, (I refer to my telephonic interview with 
Brigadier Chris Thayer, former Kwa-Zulu Natal Provincial Head, Management Services. He was 
tasked to undertake the closure of the Chatsworth District. He informed me that he called members 
individually and enlisted their choice of station to be transferred to.) as the Chatsworth Police District 
ceased to exist. 
 
Naidu faithfully, loyally and diligently served the South African Police Service for almost 40 years. A 
remarkable achievement for any law enforcement officer considering the numerous challenges that 
constantly face them.  
 

Acknowledgements 
 
I am grateful to the undermentioned persons who contributed to this compilation of the life and police 
career of Lieutenant-Colonel (f) Anita Naidu: - 
 
1.      Brigadier Hennie Heymans for a Special Edition dedicated solely to the life and police career 
to Lieutenant-Colonel (f) Anita Naidu. In addition, for his inspiration and encouragement to me 
always; 
2.      Captain (f) Advocate Radika Marimuthu for her Addendum: Tribute and Foreword; 
3.      Lieutenant-Colonel K (Nelson) Naidu; 
4.       Captain Donan Martin Etienne Lazarus for introducing me to Lieutenant-Colonel A Naidu; 
5.      Fiat Lux Collection from University of KwaZulu-Natal, Special Collections, Gandhi-Luthuli 
Documentation, Westville Campus. Courtesy of Mr T Munsamy, Senior Librarian, Documentation 
Centre. 
6.      Last but not least my dear family for their patience, perseverance, endurance and 
understanding.  
Logan Govender 
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